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PD INTERNATIONAL ARMY TATTOO FESTIVAL 2016
1 Sept 
Bandar Tentera Darat, Negeri Sembilan

SHAKESPEARE’S MEN
1 - 3 Sept @ 8.30pm
4 Sept @ 3pm
pentas 2, klpac

CHOIR CONCERT
15 Sept @ 8:30PM
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

SHAKESPEARE GOES BOLLYWOOD
15 – 18 Sept  
pentas 1, klpac

SIBU INTERNATIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL
9 - 13 Sept 
Sibu Civic Centre, Sarawak 

A MUSICAL JOURNEY IN ANIME
2 - 3 Sept @ 8:30pm
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

BATTLE OF THE REDS
3 Sept 
Stadium Malawati, Shah Alam

CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS
24 Sept @ 3:00PM
25 Sept @ 2:30PM & 4:30PM
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

F1 PETRONAS MALAYSIA GRAND PRIX
30 Sept - 2 Oct 
Sepang International Circuit, Selangor

KL TOWER INTERNATIONAL JUMP MALAYSIA
30 Sept - 3 Oct 
KL Tower, Kuala Lumpur

LEGENDARY ASHKENAZY
30 Sept - 1 Oct @ 8:30PM
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas
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BATTLE OF THE REDS

3 SEPT @ STADIUM MALAWATI, SHAH ALAM

The ‘Battle of the Reds’ brings the iconic North West Derby to 
Malaysia. Manchester United and Liverpool are the most supported 
EPL teams in Malaysia. The event, ‘The Battle of the Reds’, will be 
the 6th Masters tournament to be held in Malaysia, returning after 
an absence of 3 years, with the last tournament being the ‘Standard 
Chartered EPL Football Masters Malaysia Cup.

However, in 2016 for the first time, the Masters will go ‘on tour’ 
playing games in Shah Alam and then on to Penang. This Tour ‘format’ 
will provide many opportunities for the fans to get up close and 
personal with their ‘heroes’ during the many sponsor and Supporters 
club events planned for the 8 days that most of the players will be in 
Malaysia.

www.maximprofile.com

SHAKESPEARE’S MEN

1 - 3 SEPT @ 8.30PM
4 SEPT @ 3PM
@ PENTAS 2, KLPAC

The setting is a gentlemen’s club. All four men are 
suited up, whiskies in hand. You immediately get 
a sense of camaraderie between the gentlemen, 
like they have known each other for years and this 
is their regular haunt. Amidst the witty repartee, 
Shakespeare comes up and the various characters 
slowly come to life.

Tickets: RM35, RM45

www.klpac.org

PD INTERNATIONAL ARMY TATTOO 
FESTIVAL 2016

1 SEPT @ BANDAR TENTERA DARAT, NEGERI 
SEMBILAN

Held for two nights, this festival will feature military forces from various 
ASEAN countries such as Thailand, Singapore, Brunei and Indonesia.

1-4
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A MUSICAL JOURNEY IN ANIME

FRI 2 SEP 2016 8:30PM
SAT 3 SEP 2016 8:30PM

@ DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

Acclaimed Japanese composer Joe Hisaishi has composed over a 
hundred film scores including famous collaborations with Studio Ghibli 
films directed by Hayao Miyazaki. The soundtracks from movies such as 
Spirited Away, My Neighbour Totoro and other orchestral works written 
for Japanese television are an amazing fusion of Japanese classical, 
Western classical, minimalist and electronic styles.

Tickets: RM240, RM190, RM160, RM120

SIBU INTERNATIONAL DANCE 
FESTIVAL

9 - 13 SEPT @ SIBU CIVIC CENTRE, SARAWAK 

This festival is a showcase of all kinds of dances - traditional and modern, 
for all age groups, races and cultures, both locally and internationally.

HANDS PERCUSSION: 
SYNTHESIS - A REPERTOIRE 
OF RESONANCE

MON 5 SEP 2016 8:30PM
@ DEWAN FILHARMONIK 
PETRONAS

Presented by DIVERSECITY 2016 and Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS.

SYNTHESIS – A Repertoire of Resonance is a masterful 
collection showcasing brilliant musicality, merging 
cultures and innovation. Drawing on Malaysia’s rich 
fusion of music and culture, the audience will hear 
a synthesis of sounds and arrangements. Experience 
various interconnections of the Shigu, Bonang, Gongs, 
Kesi, Gendang, Cello, Flute and the Gamelan. 
The repertoire will include selected pieces from the 
ensemble’s many performances, including the award-
winning ‘Tchaikovsky on Gamelan’ and ‘The Next’.
DIVERSECITY 2016 (Kuala Lumpur International Arts 
Festival) is an annual performing and visual arts festival 
showcasing the rich and nuanced diversity of Malaysia 
and its celebrated close ties with the ASEAN community.

Hand Percussion is an innovative Malaysian percussion 
ensemble that has been astounding audiences at home 
and internationally with their creative, passionate and 
stunning award-winning performances. 

Tickets: RM200, RM150

www.mpo.com.my

Entertainment In The City

 KL LIFESTYLE l 7 



CHOIR CONCERT

THU 15 SEP 2016 8:30PM
@ DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS
CHOIR OF CLARE COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE

Join internationally renowned guest artistes in an intimate recital 
setting, including performances featuring DFP’s majestic Klais 
organ. Don’t miss this affordable and accessible concert!

Tickets: RM70, RM50
www.mpo.com.my

THE MUSIC OF U2

FRI 9 SEP 2016 8:30PM
SAT 10 SEP 2016 8:30PM
SUN 11 SEP 2016 3:00PM
@ DEWAN FILHARMONIK 
PETRONAS

Formed in Dublin, Ireland, U2 is one of the 
greatest rock bands of all time. U2 have released 
12 studio albums and are among the all-time best 
selling music artistes, having sold more than150 
million records worldwide. They have won 22 
Grammy Awards and have been inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Singer Brody 
Dolyniuk and conductor Brent Havens lead the 
MPO through a classic night of U2 hits performed 
as you’ve never heard them before – with a rock 
band and full orchestra for a night of rock and roll 
that you won’t want to miss!

Tickets: RM380, RM270, RM210, RM150

www.mpo.com.my

9-11
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SHAKESPEARE GOES 
BOLLYWOOD

15 – 18 SEPT @ PENTAS 1, KLPAC

The play begins with the 13-year-old Savitri 
meeting  Chachaji, a wandering storyteller who trades 
stories for rupees. Through Chachaji’s narration, Savitri is 
transported to the holy city of Varanasi during the last days 
of the Delhi Sultanate to witness a tale of interreligious love 
and all the complications that follow.

From the ill-fated love affair between Raghuman, son of 
a goat herder and Jyothi, daughter of a money lender, 
to the manipulation of Kapulasundaraja by his facially 
unappealing greedy daughters, Gunguna and Rajee and 
to the revenge-driven saga of an orphaned son, Billu, 
Shakespeare Goes Bollywood brings back the amazing 
flavour of Hindustani magic through stories, music and 
dance.

www.klpac.org

CHOIR OF CLARE COLLEGE  
& THE MPO

SAT 17 SEP 2016 8:30PM 
SUN 18 SEP 2016 3:00PM
@ DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

This concert features the Choir of Clare College from the 
University of Cambridge, UK. This choir has an international 
reputation as one of the leading university choral groups in 
the world, and tours extensively. Its current music director, 
Graham Ross, presents a programme featuring Fauré’s gentle, 
soothing Requiem and Bernstein’s rousing Chichester Psalms. 
To end, we hear Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, one of the 
most sensational sound spectaculars ever created in a rare 
performance with choral ending.

Tickets: RM200, RM160, RM130, RM100

www.mpo.com.my

RHYTHM OF KINABALU

17 - 18 SEPT 
@ KOMPLEKS JKKN, SABAH

Rhythm of Kinabalu profiles Sabah’s traditional music, 
performed by musicians from various local ethnic groups. 

Entertainment In The City
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RUMOUR HAS IT

21 – 25 SEPT @ PENTAS 1, KLPAC

Rumour Has It charts the incredible rise of THE blockbuster soul sensation of the 
modern age live on stage in story and song, with all the upfront British wit and 
heart-stopping tunes that have made Adele the highest-selling recording artiste 
of the 21st century. It tells the story of the London tearaway with a voice that 
woke up the world with 19, and then conquered it with the 30-million selling 
masterpiece, 21. Her life story will be foretold in her greatest hits from a mega-
platinum catalogue, including Rolling in the Deep, Set Fire to the Rain, Someone 
Like You and the Oscar-winning Skyfall.

Rumour Has It evokes the inspirational spirit and talent of a mischievous working-
class diva from Tottenham as she spills intimate details about a meteoric rise that 
has only just begun, but already made history. It is a must-watch for the ardent 
fans! Together, we shall ‘Set Fire To The Rain’ in Malaysia.

www.klpac.org

CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS

SAT 24 SEP 2016 3:00PM
SUN 25 SEP 2016 2:30PM & 4:30PM
@ DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

This programme is devoted to the animal kingdom – creatures that 
walk, run, crawl, swim, fly and even one that would like to eat you! 
The featured work is Saint-Saëns’ Carnival of the Animals in which 
he depicts the mighty roars of the lion (a little scary!), lumbering 
elephants, onagers (fastest horses in the world), a graceful swan 
and much more. Beyond Saint-Saëns’ Carnival, we also encounter 
a bumblebee, a funny dog, a magical firebird, and other 
fascinating creatures of the animal world. Great fun for the entire 
family!

Tickets: RM130, RM100, RM80, RM50
www.mpo.com.my

LEGENDARY ASHKENAZY

FRI 30 SEP 2016 8:30PM
SAT 1 OCT 2016 8:30PM
@ DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

Renowned Russian musician Vladimir Ashkenazy returns to 
conduct the MPO in an all-Russian programme of music 
by three of his country’s greatest composers. The rousing 
Russian Easter Overture by Rimsky-Korsakov opens the 
programme, followed by Tchaikovsky’s popular Rococo 
Variations, featuring cellist Li-Wei Qin. Shostakovich’s epic 
Eight Symphony ends the concert.

Tickets: RM200, RM160, RM130, RM100
www.mpo.com.my

21-25

Entertainment In The City
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KL TOWER INTERNATIONAL 
JUMP MALAYSIA

30 SEPT - 3 OCT  
@ KL TOWER, KUALA LUMPUR

KL Tower is a magnet for extreme sports enthusiasts 
particularly ‘BASE’ (building, antennas, span, earth) 
jumpers. Every year more than 100 daredevils jump 
from the tower and make three-second free falls before 
opening their chutes, leaving spectators breathless!

F1 PETRONAS MALAYSIA GRAND PRIX

30 SEPT - 2 OCT @ SEPANG INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, SELANGOR

#F1MY2016 #experienceredef1ned

Featuring a double frontage grandstand, this circuit provides an awesome view of one of the best races in the world. The 
18th edition of the FORMULA 1 PETRONAS MALAYSIA GRAND PRIX is held from Sept 30 to Oct 2, 2016, it coming 
right after the Singapore F1 Grand Prix, thus offering a unique double F1 treat in Southeast Asia.

With an exciting cluster of events throughout the race week, including a demo run, auto carnival, fan engagement 
programmes with the drivers, and a spectacular post-race concert, the newly redefined F1 is not to be missed! Families 
looking forward to soaking up the thrills at Sepang can enjoy improved family-friendly activities at the circuit with the ever 
popular X-track returning on popular demand, showcasing motorsports-themed thrills such as drifting, rallying,  
go-karting, ATV rides and more, for fans of all ages.

www.ticketcharge.com.my

Entertainment In The City
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PETE’S DRAGON
1 Sept

In this remake of the 1977 movie, a forest 
ranger on the job in the woods stumbles across 
a little boy named Pete. Curious as to how the 
boy can survive in the forest alone for six years, 
she and her father set out to investigate. When 
the boy starts telling stories of a dragon, no one 
believes him. 

Genre: Adventure / Family

Cast: Oakes Fegley, Oona Laurence, Robert 
Redford, Bryce Dallas Howard, Wes Bentley, 
Karl Urban.

THE REZORT
1 Sept

Somewhere in the future, a major zombie 
outbreak has occurred. To keep the humans safe 
from the zombie, a safari park called Zafari is 
created for where the humans can pay to hunt 
and shoot the undead. However, when the park’s 
security is broken, a group of visitors is trapped 
in a situation where they need to fight for their 
survival against the walking dead.

Genre: Horror

Cast: Dougray Scott, Jessica De Gouw, Martin 
McCann, Jassa Ahluwalia, Elen Rhys. 

September
1

MORGAN
1 Sept

A corporate troubleshooter goes into a 
remote, top-secret location to investigate 
an accident. The mishap has something 
to do with an artificial being in the 
form of a teenager that was made in 
a laboratory environment. She must 
decide whether or not to terminate the 
mysterious, rapidly-developing life form.

Genre: Horror / Thriller

Cast: Kate Mara, Anya Taylor-Joy, Toby 
Jones, Rose Leslie, Boyd Holbrook, 
Michelle Yeoh.

SULLY
8 Sept

The world witnessed the “Miracle on 
the Hudson” in 2009 when Captain 
Sullenberger made an emergency landing 
on the Hudson River, saving the lives of 
everyone on board. Although some may 
view him as a hero for his miraculous act, 
but an investigation is slowly threatening 
his reputation and career.

Genre: Biography / Drama

Cast: Tom Hanks, Aaron Eckhart, Laura 
Linney, Holt McCallany.

BRIDGET JONES’S BABY
15 Sept

Renee Zellweger plays working 
Englishwoman Bridget Jones for the third 
time as she navigates motherhood in her 
40s. 

Genre: Comedy / Romance

Cast: Renee Zellweger, Colin Firth, 
Patrick Dempsey.

BEN-HUR
15 Sept

This remake of the 1959 Academy 
Award-winning historical epic film follows a 
wrongly accused nobleman, Judah Ben-Hur, 
whom after surviving years of slavery is 
determined to exact revenge upon his former 
best friend, Messala, who had betrayed 
him.

Genre: Historical

Cast: Jack Huston, Morgan Freeman, 
Toby Kebbell, Nazanin Boniadi, Rodrigo 
Santoro.

1

8

15

15

1
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Movies

VIRAL
15 Sept

When a virus outbreak almost wipes out the 
whole humanity, a young woman named 
Stacey and her family have to be kept in 
quarantine. Stacey records the everyday life 
of her family in quarantine and tries to protect 
her infected sister at the same time. 

Genre: Horror / Science Fiction

Cast: Sofia Black-D’Elia, Analeigh Tipton, 
Travis Tope, Ariel Schulman.

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR 
PECULIAR CHILDREN
29 Sept

Teenager Jacob follows a trail of clues that 
leads him to a mysterious island, where 
he discovers a rundown Miss Peregrine`s 
School for Peculiar Children. As he explores, 
he discovers a group of peculiar orphaned 
children and must protect them from creatures 
out to harm them.

Genre: Adventure / Fantasy

Cast: Eva Green, Asa Butterfield, Samuel  
L. Jackson, Ella Purnell, Allison Janney.

STORKS
22 Sept

This animation film explores the concept 
of storks who were once thought to deliver 
babies, who are now delivering packages for 
an internet corporation. However, things get 
a little out of hand when a stork named Junior 
has an unauthorised baby under his watch.

Genre: Animation / Comedy

Cast: Andy Samberg, Kelsey Grammer.

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
22 Sept

In this remake of the 1960 classic of the 
same name, seven outlaws, bounty hunters, 
gamblers and gunmen are hired by the 
desperate townspeople of Rose Creek, who 
seek their protection against the deadly 
control of industrialist Bartholomew Bogue.

Genre: Action

Cast: Denzel Washington, Chris Pratt, Ethan 
Hawke, Vincent D’Onofrio, Lee Byung-Hun, 
Manuel Garcia-Rulfo, Martin Sensmeier, 
Peter Sarsgaard, Haley Bennett.

CAPTAIN FANTASTIC
15 Sep

In the forests of the Pacific Northwest, a 
devoted father raises his six kids with a rigorous 
physical and intellectual education. One day, 
he is forced to leave his comfortable paradise 
and enter the real world, where he goes 
through a tough journey that makes him realise 
what it really means to be a parent.

Genre: Drama

Cast: Viggo Mortensen, Frank Langella, Missi 
Pyle, Steve Zahn, Kathryn Hahn.

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS
8 Sept

Taking place in an apartment building in 
Manhattan, the film follows the adventure of 
Max, a home pet terrier whose happy life 
turns upside down when his owner brings 
home a sloppy mongrel named Duke. At first 
the two don`t get along with each other, but 
when a cute white bunny named Snowball 
builds an army of abandoned pets and plans 
to take revenge on all happily-owned pets 
and their owners, Max and Duke must put 
their differences and quarrels behind and 
face Snowball together.

Genre: Animation

Cast: Louis C.K., Eric Stonestreet, Kevin 
Hart, Albert Brooks, Hannibal Buress, Bobby 
Moynihan, Lake Bell, Ellie Kemper, Steve 
Coogan.

15

22

8 15

22

29
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F1. A simple abbreviation that conjures 
up images of glitz and glam, screaming 
engines, the fastest cars, the most talented 
drivers, rock stars, rock concerts, the 
celebs, the biggest brand names from 
every industry and the incredibly loyal 
fans. No matter where F1 goes, the scene 
it creates is the same. Crowds, cameras, 
complete media coverage and mayhem. 
But it all works out very positively for 
every city and venue F1 races at. F1 has 
long moved away from just being a race 
between mere drivers and cars. It’s become 
the showcase for technology, a moving 
and dynamic billboard for companies and 
countries, a point of convergence for the 
corporate world to mix and mingle with 
leaders of governments and Royalty. Many 
countries see it as a “must have” event on 
their calendar of attractions.

Malaysia has had F1 since 1999. No 
matter what kind of economic climate the 
world is in, the Malaysian F1 weekend 
is always celebrated to the max. In the 
beginning, F1 was just an event we 
watched with amazement and awe. Many 
of us were fans who grew up watching 
F1 on TV, familiar with names like Senna, 
Mansell, Prost, Hill and the like. Suddenly 
F1 was here on our doorsteps, in our 
brand new Sepang Circuit and the likes 

of Schumacher, Hakkinen, Coulthard were 
going to be racing in our backyard. How 
incredible was that! Now we know what 
Ferrari and McLaren are all about, who 
legends like Sir Jackie Stewart, Stirling Moss 
and Jean Todt really are. 

As we roll through 2016 and host another 
edition of the Petronas Malaysia F1 Grand 
Prix, that excitement from 1999 is still thick 
in the air. The drivers may all be different, 
the sound of engines now of a different 
tone, and only 5 teams from the 1999 
starting grid are still with us, that mayhem 
and fun filled weekend is still the same. 

This year, we will host not just F1 but also 
GP2 and F3 during one race weekend. If 
you want to see the future of motorsports 
and F1, for the first time ever, all the talents 
will be showcased. Current F1 drivers will 
be looking to see who is coming up the 
ladder to challenge them. Those racing 
in the lower series will be looking up at 
their idols and asking themselves if they’re 
hungry enough to fight to the top. It’ll be an 
amazing weekend.

While we may not have a Malaysian F1 
driver now, we will have Malaysian drivers 
in all the other series. Nabil Jeffrey in GP2 
and Akash Nandy in F3 will be carrying 

the Malaysian flag. Let’s hope they’ll do 
us proud and we’ll celebrate them on our 
podium.

No matter how well the Malaysian drivers 
drive and finish, all our attention will be 
on Lewis Hamilton and Nico Rosberg 
driving for “our” team, the Mercedes-AMG 
Petronas F1 Team. Now that we’ve got 
our race in October and can see how 
the season has developed, I’m sure we’ll 
all agree that the championship is a race 
between these two drivers. Teammates 
aside, it’s been a long time since we’ve 
seen an even battle between competitors. 
This makes for nail biting finishes, infuriating 
clashes, suspense and drama, and cheers 
and groans all at the same time. 

We, at Sepang Circuit, will have you 
holding on to your seats, enjoying the heat 
and sounds of motorsports and joining in 
the chorus of cheer when the race cars start 
their races. 2016 will be dialed up to the 
max of everything we know how to do at 
SIC, to keep the excitement at it’s highest 
levels from start to finish. We will make it a 
race weekend and year you won’t forget.

Speed safe

Mokhzani

YBhg Tan Sri Mokhzani Mahathir

Note from theChairman
of Sepang International Circuit

16 l KL LIFESTYLE
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2016 FORMULA ONE PETRONAS MALAYSIA GRAND PRIX
Formula One Redefined

Come experience everything we have to 
offer and most importantly, come support our 
Malaysian talents Nabil Jeffri in the GP2 and 
Akash Neil Nandy in the GP3. 

“Home support is invaluable for any competitor, 
so let’s make this a rookie home race to 
remember for both our young talents. Legends 
like Ayrton Senna and Michael Schumacher 
worked their way up from GP2 and GP3, so 
our young drivers are in exalted company,” said 
Sepang International Circuit CEO Datuk Razlan 
Razali at the launch of the 18th edition of the 
world’s premier four-wheel championship to be 
held in Malaysia. 

“With the track resurfaced and upgraded earlier 
this year, this also offers all the drivers a new 

race experience – and we can look forward 
to some additional excitement during the 
race,” he added. 

The launch, which took place on Aug 2, 
2016, was themed Experience Redef1ned. 
It was attended by both Razlan and 
PETRONAS senior general manager of 
Group Strategic Communications Zahariah 
Abd Rahman.

As announced in January, the 2016 Formula 
One PETRONAS Malaysia Grand Prix is 
the 16th race in a 21-race calendar, slotted 
directly after the Formula One Singapore 
Grand Prix. Formula One fans can look 
forward to an exciting line-up of activities 
and new experiences in conjunction with the 

2016 Formula One PETRONAS Malaysia 
Grand Prix which takes place from Sept 30 
to Oct 2. 
 
“There are many firsts as well as fresh 
experiences that Formula One fans can 
look forward to this year. In line with our 
theme Experience Redef1ned, fans can 
enjoy all the elements that make Formula 
One so exciting in fresh new ways. Besides 
new action on the track with the line-up of 
exciting support races, the public can look 
forward to new activities for the whole 
family that expands from last year’s Family 
Carnival concept. We want to encourage 
families to make the Formula One a 
weekend outing and also nurture more 
young Formula One fans.

(From left) En. Rizan Ismail, Head of Brand Management, Group Strategic Communications, PETRONAS, Nabil Jeffri, our Malaysian driver in the GP2 Series,  
Tunku Datuk Mudzaffar Tunku Mustapha, Chairman, Association of Automobile Malaysia (AAM), Puan Zahariah Abdul Rahman, Senior General Manager,  
Group Strategic Communication, PETRONAS together with Dato’ Razlan Razali, Chief Executive Officer of Sepang International Circuit at the official launch of 2016 
Formula One PETRONAS Malaysia Grand Prix.
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“Nevertheless, regardless of who you’re coming 
with or your personal preference, there are 
many attractive ticket types and packages for 
every type of fan – whether you want to get 
closer to the drivers, enjoy more comfort, get a 
great view of the After-Race concert, and more,” 
added Razlan.

Speaking at the launch, Zahariah Abdul 
Rahman said: “To compete at such demanding 
grounds requires ingenuity, unprecedented 
perseverance and a partner that shares the 
same desire to win. We are pleased to be part 
of the PMGP 2016 for its 18th year now and 
to be a technical partner of the MERCEDES 
AMG PETRONAS Formula One Team for the 
4th year running. The strategic decisions we’ve 
made over the years are reinforced today to be 
perfectly in alignment. 

“Despite having just over 20 years of 
experience in Formula One, a relatively short 
period compared to other heavyweights; 
PETRONAS has successfully achieved historical 
wins with breakthrough fuel and lubricants 
that power champions in the most gruelling 
motorsport event.”

“PETRONAS is blessed and honoured that our 
involvement in the Formula One PETRONAS 
Malaysia Grand Prix is one of the company’s 
significant contributions to the nation. 
PETRONAS will always be associated with the 
brand that brings Formula One to Malaysia and 
its people. Vice-versa, our successful endeavour 
thus far has brought Malaysia to the world stage 
to be recognised for our prowess in cutting-edge 
technology and innovation.”

The winner’s trophy for this year was also 
displayed at the launch. Crafted by Royal 
Selangor, it is the eighth trophy designed for 
the event since the race was first organised 
in 1999, and retains the design of last year’s 
trophy.

Sepang will also be hosting both the GP2 and 
GP3 – feeder series for the Formula One, in 
conjunction with the Formula One PETRONAS 
Malaysia Grand Prix. While the Asia GP2 
series was held in Sepang in 2012 and 2013, 
this is the first time spectators in Sepang will be 
able to catch the global GP2 and GP3 live at 
the track. This is also the first year the Formula 
One PETRONAS Malaysia Grand Prix and the 
Shell Malaysian Motorcycle Grand Prix are 
held within the span of a month - making it a full 
Month of Motorsports in October. 

SIC CEO Dato’ Razlan Razali during the launch speech

Stacy performing during the launch
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2015 FORMULA 1 PETRONAS MALAYSIA GRAND PRIX RESULTS

F1 PETRONAS Malaysia 
Grand Prix Past Winners

2016 FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP® RACE CALENDAR

     Driver     Team Grid      Fastest Lap Race Time  Points

1     Sebastian Vettel  Ferrari        2 1:43.648  1:41:05.793 25

2     Lewis Hamilton   Mercedes        1 1:43.125  +0:08.569  18

3     Nico Rosberg  Mercedes        3  1:42.062  +0:12.310  15

4     Kimi Raikkonen  Ferrari      11 1:44.124  +0:53.822  12

5     Valtteri Bottas  Williams       8 1:44.088  +1:10.409  10

6     Felipe Massa  Williams       7 1:43.990  +1:13.586  8

7     Max Verstappen  Toro Rosso     6 1:44.579  +1:39.085  6

8     Carlos Sainz Jnr   Toro Rosso    15 1:45.507  Lapped  4

9     Daniil Kvyat   Red Bull       5 1:44.514  Lapped  2

10   Daniel Ricciardo  Red Bull       4 1:45.312  Lapped  1

11   Romain Grosjean Lotus      10 1:44.812  Lapped  0

12   Delipe Nasr  Sauber      16 1:43.902  Lapped  0

13   Sergio Perez  Force India    14 1:45.345  Lapped  0

14   Nico Hulkenberg  Force India    13 1:44.822  Lapped  0

15   Roberto Merhi  Manor      19 1:49.040  Lapped  0

R     Pastor Maldonado Lotus      12 1:45.070  Retired (47) 0

R    Jenson Button  McLaren      17 1:46.056  Retired (41) 0

R    Fernando Alonso   McLaren     18 1:48.460  Retired (21) 0

R    Marcus Ericsson  Sauber       9 1:48.760  Retired (3)  0

R    Will Stevens  Manor    Retired (0)  0

01    2016 FORMULA 1 ROLEX AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX (Melbourne)  18 - 20 Mar

02    2016 FORMULA 1 GULF AIR BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX (Bahrain)  01 - 03 Apr

03    2016 FORMULA 1 PIRELLI CHINESE GRAND PRIX (Shanghai)  15 - 17 Apr

04    2016 FORMULA 1 RUSSIAN GRAND PRIX (Sochi)   29 Apr – 01 May

05    FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO DE ESPAÑA PIRELLI 2016 (Barcelona)   13 - 15 May

06    FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX DE MONACO 2016 (Monte Carlo)  26 - 29 May

07    FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX DU CANADA 2016 (Montreal)      10 – 12 Jun

08    2016 FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX OF EUROPE (Baku, Azerbaijan)    17 – 19 Jun

09    FORMULA 1 GROSSER PREIS VON ÖSTERREICH 2016 (Spielberg)                01 – 03 Jul

10    2016 FORMULA 1 BRITISH GRAND PRIX (Silverstone)               08 – 10 Jul

11    FORMULA 1 MAGYAR NAGYDÍJ 2016 (Budapest)     22 – 24 Jul

12    FORMULA 1 GROSSER PREIS VON DEUTSCHLAND 2016 (Hockenheim)   29 – 31 Jul

13    2016 FORMULA 1 BELGIAN GRAND PRIX (Spa-Francorchamps)                26 – 28 Aug

14    FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO HEINEKEN D’ITALIA 2016 (Monza)                02 – 04 Sep

15    2016 FORMULA 1 SINGAPORE AIRLINES SINGAPORE GRAND PRIX (Singapore)        16 – 18 Sep

16    2016 FORMULA 1 PETRONAS MALAYSIA GRAND PRIX (Sepang)    30 Sep – 02 Oct

17    2016 FORMULA 1 EMIRATES JAPANESE GRAND PRIX (Suzuka)                   07 – 09 Oct

18    2016 FORMULA 1 UNITED STATES GRAND PRIX (Austin)                    21 – 23 Oct

19    FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO DE MÉXICO 2016 (Mexico City)       28 – 30 Oct

20    FORMULA 1 GRANDE PRÊMIO DO BRASIL 2016 (Sao Paolo)       11 – 13 Nov

21    2016 FORMULA 1 ETIHAD AIRWAYS ABU DHABI GRAND PRIX (Abu Dhabi)                25 – 27 Nov

2015 - Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull Racing – Renault)

2014 – Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

2013 – Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull Racing – Renault)

2012 – Fernando Alonso (Ferrari)

2011 – Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull Racing – Renault)

2010 – Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull Racing – Renault)

2009 – Jenson Button (Brawn GP)

2008 – Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

2007 – Fernando Alonso (Mclaren)

2006 – Giancarlo Fisichella (Renault)

2005 - Fernando Alonso (Renault)

2004 – Michael Schumacher (Ferrari)

2003 – Kimi Raikkonen (Mclaren)

2002 – Ralf Schumacher (Williams)

2001 – Michael Schumacher (Ferrari)

2000 – Michael Schumacher (Ferrari)

1999 – Eddie Irvine (Ferrari)

Sebastian Vettel
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OMG 
IT’S USHER!
Superstar Usher to perform at F1 After-Race Concert

Usher fans would definitely have one 
particular song playing in their heads after 
reading this article’s heading. We understand 
the hype this multi-Grammy Award-winning 
singer-songwriter causes at the mere mention 
of his name and his songs, as the man could 
really sing and entertain. 

Dubbed the new generation King of Pop, 
Usher is set to close the final curtain for the 
18th F1 Malaysia Grand Prix early next 
month. F1 fanatics and Usher buffs would 
most certainly be thrilled to catch the man live 
in action. As expected from a world’s premier 
four-wheel race, a world-class entertainment 
show would be sure to follow. 

“This year, we are pleased to bring fans a 
magnetic performance by one of the best-
selling artistes in American music history. In 
2010, 10, 000 Usher fans in Malaysia had 
the opportunity to catch their favourite star in 
concert, so don’t miss your chance this year,” 
said SIC chief executive officer Datuk Razlan 
Razali.

Usher is one of the biggest superstars to ever 
grace the F1 Malaysia Grand Prix After-Race 
show, after Calvin Harris, Guns N’ Roses, 
SHINee and Girls’ Generation, as he has sold 
over 65 million albums worldwide. 

BY KATHLYN URSULA D’SOUZA

Named one of the most successful artistes 
of the 2000s by Billboard, his Confessions 
album, released in 2004, made it as the 
top album of the decade. Most known for 
his club hits such as ‘OMG’, ‘You Got It 
Bad’, ‘U Remind Me’, ‘Caught Up’, ‘Hey 
Daddy’, ‘Yeah!’ and ‘DJ Got Us Fallin in 
Love’, his most recent collaboration with 
our very own Malaysian singer Yuna titled 
‘Crush’ peaked at No. 39 on the Billboard 
Top 100s. 

Those holding a ticket are able to catch not 
only the world’s best F1 drivers in action, 
but also take advantage of a new feature 
introduced by SIC this year. Said feature 
is the Star Stand, a special seating zone 
located at the B Hillstand area that allows 
ticket holders a spectacular view of the race 
and concert. 

All F1 Malaysia Grand Prix ticket holders 
are eligible to watch the concert after the 
race on Oct 2. They will also be able to 
enjoy all activities at the circuit, including 
family-themed activities like the Xtrack 
experience and shopping from the dozens 
of vendors at the circuit during the race 
weekend. Tickets are available online at 
SIC’s website www.sepangcircuit.com, at 
03-8778 2222 or at the circuit itself.
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FLYING HIGH

BY KATHLYN URSULA D’SOUZA

This month of September is KL Lifestyle’s Aviation issue.  
In line with that, we have decided to approach some of our best jetsetters 

 in the country and interview two from different walks of life – a captain currently 
serving in the airline industry and a former chief stewardess. 

Read on to experience what their lives are like

Tell us about yourself.
My name is Mohd Nazri Mohd Salleh, known 
as Nazri Salleh among collegues. I am 44 
years old. Born in Muar, Johor. Married to 
Mastura Ebrahim. We have two children, 
Muhammad Muqhriz and Marlis Ilyana. I’ve 
been with Malaysia Airlines for 23 years. I 
joined the airline in 1993 and I am currently 
flying Boeing 737NG as a captain, flying 
mostly domestic and regional Asean routes. 
Previously, I was a captain in Boeing 747-400 
and Boeing 737-400. Prior to that, I was a first 
officer/second officer in Boeing 777-200 and 
Boeing 737-300/400/500.

What led you to pursue a career in the 
aviation industry?
I love looking at aeroplanes flying in the 
sky when I was a small boy. I did wonder 
how nice it would be if I ever got to ‘drive’ 
the aeroplane one day. Having no family 
background in flying or aviation, it was like 
a kampung boy having a dream that was 
beyond reach. Not knowing exactly where 
to start or what I needed to do to be one, I 
kept the thought to myself. One thing I knew, 
however, was that whether it was to become a 
pilot or to delve into another profession, I knew 
for sure I had to do well in school.

What inspired you to get involved in 
aviation?
I got myself into a preparatory college in 
Shah Alam to further my studies in the USA 
in computer engineering after my SPM. Back 
then, many students pursued engineering, if not 
medicine. There was no advertisement from the 
local airline recruiting pilots or anything, unless 

I took up flying at my own family expenses, 
which was never going to happen. Yet, I 
had to get going and pursued something in 
my studies. That was when I thought I would 
be an engineer one day. Only after about 
a year in the college, I discovered the news 
that Malaysia Airlines was recruiting qualified 
students for its cadetship programme in 
flying. I wasted no time in applying for it. I 
got shortlisted, attended a series of written 
tests and interviews and the next thing I knew 
after about a few months from the date I 
wrote the application letter, I got selected. 
Alhamdullillah.

How do you feel about having a huge 
responsibility (in charge of over 150 
people) in your line of work?
I feel excited and honoured to be entrusted 
with the responsibility of ensuring that these 
people get to their destinations safely in the 
most comfortable manner. It’s a pleasure 
to provide such a service to the people 
knowing that they have faith and trust in us.

CAPTAIN MOHD NAZRI 
MOHD SALLEH
Captain In The Skies

Run us through a normal working day.
I have to get up early if the flight duty starts 
early in the morning, usually at about 5am 
to 6am. I take an hour to get myself ready, 
skipping breakfast altogether because it is too 
early. I then drive to KLIA, which takes about 
25 minutes. Then, I report for duty in the crew 
reporting centre (CRC) one-and-a-quarter hours 
before departure time. At the CRC, I meet the 
co-pilot who I am to fly with and together we 
would go through the documents required for 
the flight (flight plan, weather reports and some 
status information about the airports involved) 
and then order how much fuel we are going 
to carry for the flight based on the those 
documents presented to us. We then walk to 
the departure terminal, clear ourselves at the 
immigration counters and airport security areas 
before reaching our gate where our assigned 
aircraft is waiting. Usually, by the time we enter 
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the airplane, the cabin crew is already there. 
We will greet them, and as captain, I will give 
them a short briefing regarding the flight and 
current status of the airplane. Immediately after 
that we proceed with our preflight duties in 
the flight deck (cockpit). We usually fly 3 or 4 
flights (sectors) a day and finish at about 3pm - 
5pm, either back in KLIA or finish off outstation 
for an overnight stay at a hotel. Staying 
outstation at a hotel normally doesn’t last for 
more than 20 hours before we are back for 
duty the next morning from that airport. Some 
other days, we start our duty in the afternoon 
and finish before midnight or start just before 
midnight and finish the next morning.

How do you feel when you’re up in the air? 
Any special thoughts?
I feel grateful knowing that I am fortunate 
enough to work in the sky and far enough 
above the land to be able to appreciate the 
view of The Almighty’s creation.

What do you look forward to in your job?
I love flying and pray that I will be blessed with 
good health and the ability to continue flying 
till the day I retire. This is what I do for a living 
and nothing else. I cannot imagine what will I 
do if I don’t fly anymore. I am looking forward 
to flying new aeroplanes in the future if given 
the chance.

What are the perks of being a pilot?
The best perk undeniably is the annual free 
travel for us and our families, other than the 
huge rebates on air fares on any MAB or its 
code shared flights.

How often do you get days off and how do 
you spend them?
I normally get two days off after working for 4 
to 6 days in a row. Pretty much the same as 
other professions out there except that we do 
work during the weekends occasionally and 
even during the festive seasons. There is no 
such thing as public holiday for us. My off days 
normally are spent with the family at home or 
leisure outing somewhere with them. The family 
quality time at times is hard to come by as we 
don’t see them everyday and may be away 
from home for many days. 

What’s the best airport/country you’ve ever 
landed in?
The best has to be Heathrow, London, one of 
the busiest airports in the world. I am amazed 
at the amount of aircraft movement they have 
each minute and how efficient the air traffic 
controllers are in ensuring smooth operations 
of all departing and arriving aircraft. The 
most challenging airport to land is old Kaitak 
airport in Hong Kong It is surrounded by hills 
where the final aircraft turn to the runway is 
relatively tight and short, requiring the most 
precision in flying to avoid the hills in the 
normally gusty wind conditions.

Have you ever had any bad experience 
during flights? Pre- or after?
Alhamdullillah, so far so good. I have never 
experienced any in-flight emergencies or 
failures other than aborting the takeoff when 
we were running down the runway and 
the aircraft engines appeared to have slow 
acceleration. I aborted the takeoff at about 
120 knots and stopped the aircraft on the 
runway and then taxied it back to the gate for 
maintenance action.

Give us a recent example of a situation you 
had faced when the “pressure was on”. 
What happened? How did you handle it?
I was no 7 or no 8 in sequence to land in 
KLIA as the weather was rather bad and no 
aircraft was able to land earlier. I had to 
make a circle in the air waiting for my turn to 
land. The fuel onboard was getting low and 
I decided to continue making a circle after 
knowing that the weather was getting better in 
KLIA and the planes began to land. As I had 
exhausted the amount of fuel required to divert 
to a nearby airport like JHB or PEN, I had no 
choice but to land in KLIA, waiting for our turn 
any moment. To my surprise, the weather in 
KLIA deteriorated again and an aircraft ahead 
of me was unable to land due to heavy rain. 
I felt that my breathing subtly got heavier. 
When I looked at my first officer, I could see 
him sweating and his face turning pale. What 
a day! We had little fuel left in the tanks and 
had no other place to land but KLIA and 
now KLIA had a second wave of rain. I had 
to remain cool in order to calm him down. I 

told him not to worry, I assured him that we 
were going to land this aeroplane in KLIA no 
matter what. The rain didn’t seem to ease as 
we were cleared to land and we continued 
our approach path towards the runway. 
Approaching about 300 feet from the ground, 
to my relief, I saw part of the runway lights, 
just enough for me to execute a landing.

On the other hand, have you ever 
encountered a “funniest moment” in the air?
I remember I had accidentally spilled Teh Tarik 
on my white uniform shirt when I was about 
to drink it in the flight deck. All our drinks in 
the flight deck are served using plastic cups 
quite similar to what we see in Starbucks. I 
didn’t realise that the top cover of the cup was 
not tight enough and as I lifted the cup and 
brought it towards my mouth, the tea fell on 
my shirt. Luckily the drink wasn’t too hot but 
it caused a huge brownish stain on my white 
shirt. I had no other spare shirts, as it was only 
a day flight. I had to run to the lavatory in the 
business class to do a little washing of my 
own and had to endure wearing a wet shirt 
for hours as a result of my own carelessness.

What do you think is considered an ideal 
relationship between a pilot and his cabin 
crew?
It’s ideal to have professional yet friendly 
relationship with each other. We are 
considered family up there, working as a 
team, helping, communicating and looking 
after each other in making the flight pleasant 
for everyone.

What advice would you give to someone 
who wants to pursue a similar career?
It’s one of the best jobs in the world. It requires 
a lot of hard work and dedication to start with 
as it is a complete new thing. High ambition 
and passion are required to further enhance 
our career as progression is always promising 
and learning new things is a must. To get 
employment with the airlines may be tough 
for a start as the competition is high due to 
having more supply than demand, at least for 
the time being. Therefore, you must strive hard 
for it.
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CONFESSIONS OF A FORMER STEWARDESS
Ex-Chief Stewardess LIM HWI SHUEN

Introduction
I am the youngest in a Teochew family. I was born and educated in 
Malacca, the city of Baba/Nyonya. Both my parents, who are in 
their late eighties, still reside in Malacca. 

I completed my LCCI studies after Form 5 (at the Notre Dame 
Convent School), and subsequently left for KL for employment in 
1989 where I started as a clerical staff – first in a legal firm and 
then in a finance company. Being an active, energetic and sociable 
young girl, I was involved in Hash run and outdoor activities.

The dream of my life came when a MAS advertisement came in 
1991. The ‘glamour’ and free travel opportunities as a cabin crew 
were hard to resist. I then went for three rounds of interviews and 
was finally selected. 

Foray into the airline industry
I officially started with Malaysian Airlines in September 1991. I had 
to undergo 3 months of intensive training and examination. It was 
tough, but I was overawed by the subject matters covered. It was 
completely different from my early desk-job working life. 

The training involved aircraft types, safety procedures and 
equipment, cabin configurations, first aid, personal grooming, 
customer handling and service procedures. Most importantly, recruits 
had to undergo emergency evacuations drills.

Donning the official MAS kebaya uniform for the first domestic flight 
was a proud moment for me. As part of the MAS cabin crew, we 
had to be ‘gradually seasoned’, starting with short flight journeys. 
The crews’ ultimate destination aspirations were the long-haul distant 
cities of London, Paris, New York, Los Angeles, etc. These places 
fulfilled many young employees’ travel aspirations and we were also 
paid a much higher allowance.

After two years of ‘seasoning’ on domestic and ASEAN routes, I 
was assigned to work in wide-bodied aircraft, meaning long-haul 
routes. During my tenure with MAS, I had flown in the propeller-
plane Fokker, DC 10, Boeing and Airbus aircraft. 

Unknowingly, time passed so fast. I had put in almost half a 
century of my life (24 years) working in an aircraft. I started as 
a stewardess, promoted to lead stewardess and finally as chief 
stewardess in 2005, where I handled Business and First Class 
passengers.

Blessing or otherwise, reality set in last year with MAS’ restructuring. 
I was one of the 6,000 excess staff laid off. Despite all my 
passengers’ praises and numerous official company commendation 
letters, there was no appeal. I ended up grounded and brought 
back to earth. 
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End of August 2015 was my last time 
working inside an aircraft. With it, I was 
given a fairly decent ‘golden handshake’ 
together with an intangible non-monetary 
‘reward’ of a weakened back and injured 
kneecap after years of standing, walking 
and pushing meal trolleys inside an aircraft. 

The glamour of it all
The glamour perceived by some is really 
a double-edged sword. Cabin crews may 
have the many travel opportunities, staying in 
5-star hotels and tasting different food. 

These are obvious perks that I will miss that 
are not available in other careers. For this, 
I can proudly say that MAS had given me 
the opportunity to visit at least 30+ countries 
and more than 100 cities worldwide. I 
gained a better insight of different types of 
food and experienced many types of culture 
and people. It has also given me greater 
confidence in speaking to people of all status 
and nationalities. 

But, along with these privileges, there are 
many associated sufferings and sacrifices 
unlike for those working in non-flying jobs. 
We have to endure long pre-flight waiting 
time and long hours of standing and 
walking within the confines of an aircraft 
during flights. We may have sightseeing 
and shopping opportunities, but within only 
a very short duration. Bear in mind, time 
zone differences can create horrible jet lag 
symptoms. 

Life as a cabin crew is more uncertain as 
our job destinations are only set on monthly 
basis. Our monthly work schedule is only 
informed a week before. Public holidays 
and weekends are non-existent for us, as we 
don’t observe them. It involves lots of family 
sacrifices, as our off days may not be in line 
with their presence.

Flight experiences
Good and bad flight experiences become 
a norm. I had many opportunities meeting, 
talking and serving well-known personalities 
ranging from royalty, top politicians, business 
tycoons, sportsmen/women, designers and 
actors/actresses. 

The most frightening bad experience will 
always be encountering bad weather and 
having insane passengers on board! The 
latter will even try opening the aircraft 
door during flights. There are bound to be 
demanding customers or passengers at times. 
But, these can be resolved easily with tactful 
and courteous approach.

Shuen with Datuk Jimmy Choo

Shuen with Ex-PM of Australia Kevin Rudd
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The work routine is completely different 
from any groundwork career. We have 
to be properly dressed up in line with 
the company’s dress code and grooming 
procedures. Crews have to strictly comply 
with the many ‘don’t’ rules many hours 
before, during and after flight for safety 
reasons. 

The ‘stewardess hump’
Those with long hair must have their hair 
tied up into a hump. This is what we call the 
stewardess’ hump. For us, this is part of the 
airline’s hygiene requirement.

A normal day in the life of a stewardess
We have to report for duty at the airport 
1 ½ to 2 hours (depending on the aircraft 
type) for a pre-flight briefing. This does not 
include the at least 2 to 3 hours at home 
dressing up, making preparations and travel 
arrangements to the airport. 

Briefing by the in-flight supervisor or at 
times by the chief steward/stewardess 
involves allocation and assignment of work 
sections. The crew will also be randomly 

tested on safety equipment and procedures 
in the aircraft. The announcement of VIP 
passengers, if any, will also be informed. 

Upon completion, we will then proceed to 
the immigration counter before boarding the 
aircraft. Once aboard, we will have to check 
safety equipment functionality and validity. 
Entertainment systems will be turned on to 
ensure that there aren’t any defects before 
departure. Drinks will have to be chilled and 
prepared. Food will also have to be checked 
to ensure that it is sufficient.

During passengers boarding, we will greet 
them and direct them to the respective aisle 
for smoother flow.  After takeoff, drinks and 
snacks will be served once the captain 
switches off the seat belt indicator. Meals 
will be served generally half to one hour 
thereafter. For longer journeys, a second 
meal will be served. Mealtime for crews will 
be after all the passengers had their meal. 

Fourty-five minutes before landing, the 
crew will have to check and ensure that all 
headsets and all meal utensils are collected 

from passengers and their seats are in upright 
position with windows opened as asafety 
measure. Pantry equipments and utensils will 
have to be properly secured. 

Upon landing and the plane being properly 
parked, the airport authority clearance will 
have to be obtained to unlock the exit door. 
Only then passengers can be allowed to 
disembark. 

The crew will then assemble to clear 
immigration as a group. With baggage 
collected, we will then head to our 
prearranged coach for hotel check-in. 

Once at the hotel, a short post-flight briefing 
is done to get the crew’s feedback on all 
cabin happenings during the flight. In-flight 
supervisors will have to officially write in for 
management records and necessary actions. 
By the time we get to our rooms, all will be 
exhausted. Imagine spending a total of 18 
hours for a 13-hour flight. 

The same routine repeats for our return flight, 
with the only difference being that the hotel 
arranges transport and wake-up calls. 

Life after flying
Since leaving, I am working as a Guest 
Relations/Reception manager in Federal 
Hotel. Lunch in London, dinner in Paris 
or breakfast in Amsterdam and overseas 
shopping are definitely not a routine 
anymore. All these, I will surely miss!

But life now is more predictable and with a 
completely different working environment. 
Meeting family and friends can now be 
a daily affair. I meet the same working 
colleagues everyday unlike meeting 
completely different colleagues in every new 
flight.

For sure, I will not miss the routine of packing 
and unpacking luggage like before. For this, 
I have to trade with enduring crazy traffic 
getting to and from work. 

Finally, despite having to leave MAS, I must 
thank them for making me a more exposed 
person and providing me with priceless 
global travel experiences. 

To all young girls who aspire to work as 
cabin crew: they must remember that glamour 
and the travel opportunities will involve not 
only hard work but great sacrifices. The 
temptation for unnecessary spending will be 
great and they must not allow this to nullify all 
their hard work and family sacrifices.

Shuen (left) during pre-flight System Checking
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Envying people who live around Petaling Jaya is probably acceptable due to the fact that they’ll 
probably never get bored of food. We’ve listed some of the most visited eateries here, including two 

places that might as well be part of Malaysian history for being around for four decades.

Section 14’s  
Lip-Smacking Dishes For The Win

BY VANESSA R. SINGH

Homemade burger on wheels 
(Pork-free)

Burger joints might be popping up everywhere but they’ll never 
be able to compete with one that’s been around since 1972. 
If you’re hunting around Section 14 for a greasy-but-yummy 

burger, look out for the Jackson’s Burger food truck. The Chinese 
couple’s mobile burger stall is a favourite amongst the residents 
and workers here. Your only options are beef, chicken, fillet-

o-fish, and crab, or a hot dog. However, the catch is that you 
can customise your burger to your liking. Did I mention that the 

burger patties are homemade? Go get it!

Jackson’s Burger
144 Jalan Dato Abdul Aziz 14/29

Section 14 Petaling Jaya
46100 Selangor

Lontong and Nasi Lemak
As Malaysians, we believe that unpretentious stalls are often the 

ones that serve the best of food. The legacy of this “lontong” 
(rice cakes) is four decades old (yes, 40 years) and is known 
to be the best in the Klang Valley. As the stall only opens till 

10am daily, the lontong sells out fast because of the breakfast 
crowd. If people are willing to queue up for it, then you know 
it’s worth the wait. You won’t be spoilt for choice as the options 
are limited but the usual must-have would be the lontong with 

cuttlefish and egg or add slices of beef and offals such as cow’s 
liver or lung. So head on over for a wholesome breakfast. 

Gerai Lontong & Nasi Lemak Mak Yah
P24, Pusat Penjaja Seksyen 14

Section 14 Petaling Jaya
46100 Selangor
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Mike’s Burger Grill Celup
Mike’s burger joint runs five nights a week and is known for his 
dunkin’ patties. Mike’s very own Kangkung Sambal Belacan 

sauce has won the hearts of many by maintaining the crunch of 
the kangkung  in the spicy belacan dip. A burger is usually as 
simple as it sounds but there’s no such thing as a simple burger 

here at Mike’s. The choice of sauces and toppings will leave you 
undecided. Options are BBQ, black pepper, cream cheese or kung 
pao with toppings such as caramelised onions, sautéed mushrooms 
and beef, Colby cheese or turkey bacon. Top all of that onto your 
burger after you’ve decided between the chicken breast, beef or 
lamb shoulder kitchen-made patty (all of which are chunky and 
meaty). Burgers start at RM9.50 but seriously, can you resist the 

variety?

Jalan 14/48 (off Jalan 222)
Section 14 Petaling Jaya

46100 Selangor

Sarawak Kampua Noodles 
and Laksa 

(Non-halal)

Serving you both the original kampua noodles and a spicy 
option, with minced pork and char siew (barbecued pork) slices, 

drizzled with lard for a silky texture and lovely fragrant. They 
serve a variety of traditional Sarawakian delicacies including the 
laksa which has been said to taste like an amalgamation of curry 
laksa and Sarawak laksa. If you’re not a fan of either of these, 

they have an entire menu for you to choose from.

SRK Noodle House
20B-1 Jalan 14/20

Section 14 Petaling Jaya
46100 Selangor

Hokkien Mee  
(Non-halal)

The Hokkien mee here has been famous for a long time and 
its reputation here is well-deserved. Everyone has his or her 

own favourite hawker or spot for Hokkien mee but the one here 
certainly doesn’t disappoint. Droves of patrons come here for 

supper too! The restaurant is located among a row of shops on 
Jalan 222, next to the Shell station with parking spaces available.

Restaurant Ahwa
66 Jalan 14/48

Section 14 Petaling Jaya
46100 Selangor
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BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL 

A Fun Twist 

Hong Kong 
Chee Cheong Fun 

For this month’s issue we present a 
dim sum favourite, Hong Kong chee 
cheong fun (rice noodle roll, Hong 
Kong style). Mind you that this is a 
different way to enjoy chee cheong fun 
from the conventional brown sauce-
laden local style. You’ve probably seen 
it on the menu at dim sum shops that 
is either served as a snack or a small 
meal. The best thing about this dish is 
the delicateness of the noodle roll that 
is paired with a variety of fillings such 
as a shrimp,beef, vegetable, pork or 
others, depending on the restaurant. 
It is typically seasoned soy sauce that 
is poured over the dish upon serving. 
So let’s peruse through eateries in the 
Klang Valley where you can try this 
dish. 

Tai ji Eatery 
Should you find yourself within the hustle and bustle of 
Puchong, you should make it a point to visit Taiji Eatery. 
Though there are vast dim sum options within the area, online 
reviews and verbal testimonies have highly recommended this 
restaurant in particular. Freshly made dim sum and noteworthy 
plates of Hong Kong chee cheong  fun with shrimp and pork 
fillings respectively await your consumption. We especially 
enjoyed the combination of the silky yet firm texture of the 
rice noodle roll with the hand grounded chilli paste – for the 
sambal that takes several hours of preparation. While, you’re 
here you can also try out the sugarcane drink that has the 
perfect sweetness level to match the sensational dish.

2 Jalan Puteri 2/3, 47100 Bandar Puteri Puchong, Selangor
Tel: 0 3-8063 3362

Eden Dim Sum City 
You can find scallop chee cheong fun here. The sweet 
and tasty flavour definitely qualifies as an oriental comfort 
food. The high-quality of the ingredients used can hardly go 
unnoticed with the fresh flavours especially from the scallops. 
Above that, the steamed rice roll here was soft, thin and 
smooth, it was also able to hold the scallop filling without 
breaking.  Our verdict? It is certainly worth a try despite 
having a slightly highter price range than the standard chee 
cheong fun, but consider the usage of scallops. 
 
31, Jalan 9/62a, Bandar Menjalara,  
52200 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 012-3505269

Foo Hing Dim Sum
Another place that comes highly recommended 
to get your fix in Puchong, is Foo Hing Dim 
Sum. Each mouthful of their rice noodle roll 
suggests that it was prepared with the correct 
ratio of water and rice flour that is essential to 
making good chee cheong fun. It is also famous 
for its Portuguese styled egg tarts – two favourites, 
one place. Speaking of which, we recommend 
heading  
over during the weekday lunch hour as  
it is a full house on weekends and weekday mornings.  

49, Jalan Puteri 2/3, Bandar Puteri,
47100 Puchong Batu Dua Belas, Selangor
Tel: 03-80635472
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Restoran Ming Tien 
From Puchong, you can head on to the Sunway area where 
you can satisfy your cravings for this oriental delight. Indulge 
your palate with the flavour of rice noodle roll drizzled with soy 
sauce and paired with a smooth chilli paste. This place is not 
exactly a dim sum joint so you can actually order a variety of 
your favourite Chinese hawker dishes to pair with your plate of 
Hong Kong-styled rice noodle roll. 

No. 46, Jalan PJS 11/28a, Bandar Sunway, 
46150 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Tel: +60 3-5637 3815

Xin Cuisine 
A restaurant that aims to please, Xin Cuisine is located within 
Concorde Hotel Kuala Lumpur and is highly regarded for it’s 
dim sum selection that is made with precision. It would be 
a crying shame to not sample their Hong Kong-styled chee 
cheong fun together with the other dim sum selections. Some 
may find the texture of the chee cheong fun a little thick but 
with the complex yet delightful flavours, we think it is an 
exceptionally great dish just the way it is.   

Concorde Hotel 
2, Jalan Sultan Ismail, 50250 Kuala Lumpur
03-21448750
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Our local favourite delicacy made of pandan-infused green jelly, noodles, red beans, coconut milk, 
palm sugar syrup and shaved ice can be found all around Kuala Lumpur. But where can we find one 

that’s equally cheap and delicious? Here’s a few recommendations from us and our peers.

AN EXCUSE ON A HOT DAY

CENDOL

BY VANESSA R. SINGH

RESTORAN WAHAB’S CENDOL  
- THE BEST CENDOL IN TOWN

Located at Taman Sri Rampai in Wangsa Maju, the cendol 
itself has actually been around for the past 27 years. They 
started off by selling it at a night market and now serve 
their renowned cendol in their establishment. You know it’s 
a good cendol when they are generous with the ingredients 
of sweet corn, red beans and the green “worms”. As if 
that’s not enough, you also get the option of adding other 
ingredients such as sticky rice. Cheap is an understatement 
here because we had the cendol with sticky rice at only 
RM4!

No. 43 Jalan Rampai Niaga 5, Rampai Business Park, 
53300 Setapak, Kuala Lumpur

KHAN CENDOL, TAMAN MELAWATI

If you’re planning on paying a visit to the National 
Zoo this weekend, be sure to stop by Khan’s cendol 
after walking around admiring animals in the scorching 
heat. We’ve seen people stacking their bowls here 
and it’s definitely a nice feeling slurping on this when 
the sun is blazing. They have up to 12 variations of 
cendol to suit your liking but their best-seller seems to 
be the one with the pulut filling (glutinous rice). Other 
variations such as the ultimate cendol is filled with 
red beans, sweet corn, durian or tapai, and pulut. 
Is that mouth-watering enough? If you’re not one for 
sweetness, don’t forget to request for less sugar.

Jalan Taman Melawati
53100 Melawati, Selangor
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CENDOL TEPI LOJI, AMPANG
If you grew up in Ampang, you would’ve gone 
past this food truck at least once or have tasted its 
cendol. It might seem unhygienic being located next 
to the sewer but the food truck is clean and serves 
you the delicious icy traditional cendol which isn’t 
too sweet and has the right amount of ingredients.

Next to An-najah Prayer Room
Jalan Mamanda 11
Taman Dato Ahmad Razali
68000 Ampang Selangor

AH KEONG ABC AND CENDOL
Are you fussy about the intensity of the coconut milk 
in your cendol? The thickness of their creamy santan 
here is what makes their cendol stand out from the rest. 
Combine that with their delicious palm sugar syrup and 
you have yourself the most popular cendol in the city! 
Unfortunately, good things always come with a price. 
The price you have to pay here is dealing with the long 
queues.

Opposite YMCA,  
Beside 7-Eleven along Jalan Padang Belia
50470 Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur

STRAITS FOOD COMPANY
There’s no other like a Nyonya cendol. You no longer 
have to drive all the way to Malacca to satisfy your 
Nyonya cendol craving. Straits Food Company’s take 
on this dessert is a must-try! 

2 Jalan Abdullah Off,
Jalan Bangsar, Bangsar Utama
59100 Kuala Lumpur
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N
othing says special 
occasion and the most 
thoughtful gift than a 
limited edition pint glass 
with your name etched 

on it. Not only does it leave a mark on 
something special, it also commemorates 
good times, good friends, good laughs 
and most importantly, a good drink. 
Thankfully, Connor’s Stout Porter has 
ascertained the brilliance of such gifts and 
has unveiled a collection of limited edition 
pints in three unique designs for you to 
better enjoy a deliciously brewed stout 
that’s inspired by the original British Stout 
Porter. Let us walk you through what we 
mean.

Connor’s Stout Porter is a creation inspired 
by the original Stout Porter recipe from 
1700s Great Britain. Each sip delivers 
the same crisp texture, creamy head and 
gentle roasty undertones. Modern  stout 
lovers have come to appreciate the perfect 
balance of bitterness and robustness. It is 
made for easy consumption, so you don’t 
need to be a stout connoisseur of sorts. 

As a tribute to its British roots, Connor’s 
Stout Porter is introducing 3 quintessential 
British icons - Royal Guard, Double Decker 
and Big Ben that are used to produce a set 
of limited edition pint glasses. To be part 
of this sensational experience all you have 
to do is purchase 3 full pints to get one of 
these beautifully crafted glasses. It really 
makes for an excellent gift idea for the 
other royalties in your life. 

Throughout the month of September, you 
and your fellow stout devotee can get your 
hands on these limited edition pint glasses 
which will be available at participating 
outlets nationwide.

Ever dreamt of a pint that had your 
name on it? You can finally cross it off 
your wishlist because Connor’s Stout 
Porter is also providing the option for 
you to have your name etched on your 
very own limited edition pint glass. After 
etching your name onto your limited 
edition pint glass, it is no longer going 
to be just a pint but it is going to be 
yours and only your pint. Regardless of 
how your day went, a pint of Connor’s 
Stout Porter with your name on it is a just 

reward.  If that thought intrigues you,  
visit www.facebook.com/ConnorsMY 
for full details and the complete list of 
participating outlets for the personalised 
limited edition pint glasses.

So mark your calendar and get straight 
to the pint! What awaits you is a pint 
made right, just for you. #CONNORSMY 
#JUSTMADERIGHT

A Gift Made Right

CONNOR’S STOUT PORTER 

BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL 
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It’s the simple things that count

UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY, 

THEFrench WAY

Let’s not be obstinate to admit that inadvertently, people around the world truly envy the French way of life. It is 
simple, yet tastefully refined and filled with sophistication. We most certainly could take our cues from the French, 
and follow their footsteps for a simpler, richer yet indulgent life. Here are a couple of tips we could swear by:

BY KATHLYN URSULA D’SOUZA

Indulge
While you’re at it, enjoy a nice, cold 
glass of beer. Take, for example, the 
K1664 which is a popular drink in The 
City of Lights, as it is synonymous with 
the French’s affinity for pleasure. This 
beer is also the only premium one to be 
inspired by one of the most flamboyant 
periods of the French “art de vivre” 
(the art of living). Well? What are you 
waiting for? Take a sip and indulge in le 
moment. 

Eat
Despite their slim physique, the French 
seem to love their food. Not only have 
they mastered the art of dining, they 
have also managed to be a virtuoso 
in moderation, fresh food and no-guilt 
consumption.

Music
It’s been said that classical music is 
an acquired taste, and downright 
boring to some. Listen to some 
romantic, classical songs that give you 
goosebumps and completely relax 
you. Not only does classical music 
lower your blood pressure, it also 
relieves stress, helps fight depression, 
manage pain, improve sleep quality 
and promotes ease of emotions. While 
you’re at it, listen to one of the French 
classics – Edith Piaf’s Non, je ne 
regrette rien.

Simplify
The French seem to be the most 
laidback people on earth, living their 
lives without a care in the world. 
That’s because they have their own 
philosophy of “the simpler your life, 
the richer it becomes”, so to speak. 
Their calendars aren’t inundated with 
appointments, their homes aren’t 
cluttered and they keep the people that 
matter to them within their close circles. 

Unplug
If you’ve ever stepped into a classic, 
French home, you’d be hard pressed 
to find the TV or any other form of 
electronics on. In fact, it’s hard to find a 
TV around. Not only does this mess up 
the entire aesthetic and pristine-yet-grand 
décor of their homes, there is too much 
unnecessary background noise. If you’re 
aiming for an off-the-grid lifestyle after 
work, do as the French do and keep 
everything off. 

Move
Move, constantly. There are so many 
myths and articles about the French and 
how they don’t seem to exercise. They 
hardly panic about missing a trip to the 
gym or found frowning over fixing their 
gym schedules. The secret to that is 
that you don’t need to go all-out in your 
exercise regimes. They do exercise, but 
not in a planned manner. Rather, they 
get into it by slotting in the simplest of 
movements such as walking (a lot), taking 
the stairs … it’s a way of life, and not 
something they strive for at the fitness 
centre. 
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BY VANESSA R. SINGH

SPRAY AWAY!

You no longer need a cotton pad and bulky toner with you at all 
times. These facial sprays are the new toners you need to boost 

your skin’s radiance by allowing your skin to absorb healthy 
skincare ingredients, naturally. But that doesn’t mean you get to just 
spray it all over – you need to know how to use each spray you 

choose.

Face mist is more than just a finishing spray
It provides hydration and soothes, refreshes and gives your skin an 
instant healthy glow. They can be used on its own or after you’ve 
put your face on. As you may or may not know, anything put on 

your face is better organic or contains natural ingredients. 

Did you know that there are two different types of mist sprays 
and there are different ways to use them ‘properly’? 

No, I didn’t either. The two different types are the ‘eau natural’ 
thermal/spring water mist spray, and there’s the newly invented 
mist spray comprising water and hydrating ingredients including 
botanical extracts, glycerine and essential oils. It penetrates into 

the layers of your skin and hydrates it with vital minerals.

Are you guilty of simply buying the mineral/spring water mist 
spray and spritzing it all over your face all day, every day? DO 

NOT do this. Why? Because it’s like walking out of the shower 
and letting your skin dry under the fan instead of patting yourself 
dry. Makes your skin feel tight and dry, doesn’t it? That’s exactly 
what happens when you spritz your face with mineral water and 
leave it to dry – it merely evaporates, leaving your skin dry. So if 
you’re using the basic water spray, remember to use a cotton pad 

or tissue to blot off the excess water. This does not apply to the 
newly-invented hydrating mist sprays.

Grab your natural skin booster now and you’ll wonder how you 
managed to live without it. Here are a few of our TOP PICKS 

which you can use throughout the day that will tone your skin, set 
your makeup, cool your skin down and act as a serum to give you 

a nourished and healthy skin.

For fresh, healthy skin all day

 EVIAN 
Mineral Water Spray RM21

CAUDALIE 
Grape Water 75ml 

RM35

CLINIQUE 
Moisture Surge 

Face Spray 
Thirsty Skin 

Relief RM110

MAC 
Mineralise 

Charged Water 
Skin Hydrating 

Mist 100ml 
RM115

BOBBI BROWN 
Face Mist 100ml 

RM120

LAURA 
MERCIER 

Flawless Skin 
Perfecting 

Mist RM180 - 
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Funky Fresh 

PRADA 
Leather and velvet platform sandals

RM3,587

VALENTINO
Embellished denim ankle boots

RM6,548

So much from the 90’s are making a comeback, this month we feature some key fashion pieces 
that you should be wearing on your next smart casual event. 

Outfit Elevators

+

+

KENNETH JAY LANE
 Gold-plated earrings

RM200

PRADA 
Embellished velvet midi dress

RM21,765

ALICE + OLIVIA 
Chloe appliquéd denim jacket

RM3,547

T BY ALEXANDER WANG
 Cutout stretch-modal camisole

RM465

ÉTOILE ISABEL MARANT 
Madlen pleated lamé skirt

RM1,147
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AIRPORT MD SPEAKS

Datuk Badlisham Ghazali 
first visited China back 
in 2001, when he was 
then the Director and 
Country General Manager 
of the Hewlett Packard 
Technology Solutions 
Group. Since he was 
appointed Managing 
Director of Malaysia 
Airports Holdings Berhad, 
he has visited airlines in 
China several times, and 
also attended meetings in 
his capacity as a Director 
of Airports Council 
International Asia-Pacific.  

To all delegates of World 
Routes 2016, Datuk 
Badlisham shares his 
thoughts on Malaysia’s 
advantage as the regional 
air-hub of choice for 
Asian airlines, and as a 
world-class destination for 
airlines from all around 
the globe. 

industry in Asia is in a ‘good time’, with 
passenger-traffic booming, and that 
while I expect this to continue for the 
next 10-15 years, the Asian aviation 
industry continues to face the five global 
challenges of infrastructure development, 
aviation profitability, safety and 
security, taxation and oil price stability.  
Nevertheless, Asia is – and will continue 
to be - the exciting region to watch in 
global aviation; with China being the 
main engine of growth.

 
“Malaysia Airports operates 5 

international airports in the very strategic 
centre of the Asia Pacific region – in 

“My first impressions of China on my 
initial visit in 2001, was that of a great 
and ancient nation, swiftly rising from 
a period of slumber and rejuvenation. 
Now, just 15 years later, China has 
proven itself to be a leader in world 

affairs: from economic development and 
progress to technology advancement and 
the growth of commercial aviation. Today, 
China is setting the pace in almost every 
aspect of commercial aviation, from some 
of the fastest-growing airlines in history 
and the world’s only superfast maglev air-
rail link to ultramodern airports and home-
grown world-class commercial aircraft.

“When I spoke at the 20th World 
Route Development Forum in Chicago 
in 2014, I mentioned that the aviation 
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fact, Malaysia is often called ‘The Heart 
Of Asia’ with good reason! Historically 
and geographically, Malaysia sits at 
the heart of the region’s major trade 
routes. What was well-known by ancient 
Chinese seafarers, European explorers 
and Arabian traders is a fact that is being 
happily re-discovered by astute airlines 
of the modern world. Today, Malaysia is 
in an outstanding position as a regional 
air-hub, with a unique multicultural and 
multi-lingual population supporting world-
class aviation infrastructure.

“Soon after World Routes 2008 in 
Kuala Lumpur, KL International Airport 
was launched as the world’s first Next-
Generation Hub; providing innovative 
facilities for both full-service airlines and 
low-cost carriers. This year, we launched 
the KLIA Aeropolis – the first in the entire 
ASEAN region. By embracing change 
and improving on its functional core as an 
airport, the world’s first Next-Generation 
Hub is now poised to become the core of 
ASEAN’s first Airport City!

“A multimodal business-nexus serving 
the aerospace, aviation, air-cargo and 
logistics industries; an integrated airport-
city where business and leisure seamlessly 
co-exist, bolstering a new economy 
where connectivity, speed and agility in 

communications converge. This is the 
exciting concept that is becoming a 
dynamic reality with the recent launch of 
KLIA Aeropolis. It is a great opportunity 
for the global aviation industry!

“May I take this opportunity to 
sensitise all delegates to World Routes 
2016, that with more than 60 airlines 
flying into KLIA, the KLIA Aeropolis is 
your hub of choice that provides optimum 
connectivity via air, land and sea. This is 

the strategic gateway to the growing power 
of ASEAN and Asia! 

“To all airlines in China and indeed, 
all across the world, I want to say 
Malaysia Airports seeks to anticipate your 
requirements and grow ahead of you, so 
that we are ready when you need us. Talk 
to us with confidence, remembering that at 
Malaysia Airports, you have professional 
partners who will help you unlock the 
strategic gateway to all of Southeast Asia!”
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MALAYSIA’S IRRESISTIBLE ATTRACTIONS
A study by Malaysia Airports highlights key tourism magnets

During his tenure as Chairman of 
the PATA Aviation Committee, Malaysia 
Airports General Manager Airline 
Marketing Mohamed Sallauddin Haji Mat 
Sah made the observation that “Mass-
travel by air is almost always generated 
by tourism, and for that reason, there is 
an essential partnership between the two 
industries.” In affirmation of this symbiotic 
partnership between aviation and tourism, 
the Airline Marketing Division of Malaysia 
Airports undertook a scientific on-line study 
in several key countries, on what attracts 
tourists to Malaysia.

One of the key countries mined during 
the research was China. The research 
involved building profiles of social-media 
users according to conversations on 
travel in Malaysia and Kuala Lumpur. 
Elements of the data included criteria 
such as conversation-structure and geo-
segmentation, sentiment analysis, gender 
reckoning, influencers, and several other 
social media analytics areas. The study 
involved a robust representative sample 
of online content illustrating various trends 
and patterns relating to the commissioned 
area of interest. 

What do Chinese tourists look for in 
Malaysia? In an amusing reflection of 
their Malaysian counterparts, the on-line 
study showed that Chinese tourists into 
Malaysia had almost identical priorities of 
food, shopping, pricing and sight-seeing 
attractions– in practically the same order! 

As far as cuisine goes, Malaysia lives 
up to its catchphrase of being “truly Asia”. 
This cosmopolitan country is world-famous 
for its comprehensive array of outstanding 
Asian cuisine, with food from all over South 
Asia, the ASEAN region and the Orient all in 
easy reach. Malaysia is also the only place 
on earth with a delicious microcosm of food 
from all over China! It is common to find 
Cantonese, Hokkien, Hakka, Hainanese, 
Teochew  and Foochow food being dished 
out heartily at the stalls within a single open-
sided restaurant anywhere in Malaysia. 

Food also seems to influence shopping 
patterns. The study also showed that 
Malaysia’s chocolates, coffee, bird’s nest 
products and various types of biscuits were 
‘hot topics’ of discussion on shopping by 
Netizens in China. Jeffrey Phua of HTC 
Travel Services, a major inbound tour-
operator receiving Chinese groups, concurs 
with this finding, adding that there is also a 

growing interest in Malaysian herbal 
products like Tongkat Ali and Misai 
Kuching.  
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MALAYSIA’S IRRESISTIBLE ATTRACTIONS

Malaysia has a wide variety of 
shopping opportunities, from ultra-modern 
shopping malls and factory-outlets to 
the amazing traditional night-markets 
and family-run speciality stores. Prices in 
Malaysia were discussed very favourably, 
compared to the key shopping-destinations 
in neighbouring countries where things are 
relatively more expensive.

Inbound tour-operators and airline route-
planners have long reported that the amazing 
variety of fresh seafood in Malaysia is a 
major magnet for Chinese tourists, and this 
study seemed to bear it out in the destinations 
most discussed by Chinese visitors to 
Malaysia. Places like Kota Kinabalu, 
Semporna, Penang and Langkawi are all 
unique seafood havens in their own right, 
and apart from Kuala Lumpur, these were 
the destinations most frequently discussed by 
Chinese Netizens. The clean waters, clear 
blue skies, bright sunshine and great beaches 
were also integral parts of the attraction in the 
destinations most discussed.

Mohamed Sallauddin explains that 
Malaysia has seen a continuous growth in 
the number of Chinese tourists since last year, 
thanks to the various tourism programmes 
undertaken by the Tourism & Culture Ministry, 
and efforts by Malaysia Airports to attract 

Chinese carriers. Tourism Malaysia said 
Chinese tourist arrivals to Malaysia have 
recorded an upward trend with a growth 
of 4% for the year 2015. Tourism receipts 
from the market went up to almost RM5735 
million, an increase of 16% compared to 
the previous year.

Where are Chinese tourists coming 
from? While the commissioned study 
showed that at present the largest influx of 
Chinese tourists were originally from the 
key hubs of Guangzhou, Shanghai and 
Beijing, independent data from Malaysia 
Airports indicates that there is an equal or 
even greater rate of growth from secondary 
or new source cities such as Xiamen, 
Changsha, Tianjin, Chengdu, Hangzhou, 
Guilin, Fuzhou, Dalian, Zhengzhou and 
Nanning. In short, more and more tourists 
from all over China are discovering 
Malaysia’s irresistible attractions!
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Malaysian Chinese Tourism Association.

Ni Hao.  

“The Malaysian Chinese Tourism 
Association (MCTA) was established in 
1992. Beginning in Kuala Lumpur, the 
organisation has expanded to other states 
across the country, with the formation of 
chapters in Johor, Perak, Negeri Sembilan 
and Penang. Chapters in Sabah and 
Sarawak are also being formed. The 
founding-mission of the MCTA is to provide 
an industry-platform and an instrument of 
close collaboration amongst members in 
order to enhance the professional image 
of Malaysian Chinese companies and 
organisations in the tourism industry.

“One of the association’s aims is to 
promote professional and ethical standards 
of conduct in the tourism industry. In its 
constant quest for excellence and to set 

Message from the National President of the 

an industry standard for its members, MCTA 
achieved ISO 9001.2008 certification in 
2013 for the provision of quality management 
and event services. 

“The MCTA is now one of the top 
five tourism associations in Malaysia with 
more than 650 members. To enhance the 
Association’s professional and international 
scope, MCTA has established long-term 
cooperation-relationships with many foreign 
tourism boards/organizations, and works 
very closely with the Ministry Of Tourism 
And Culture, and Tourism Malaysia in the 
promotion and development of Malaysian 
tourism both domestically and internationally.

“Its annual event, the Malaysia 
International Travel Mart (MITM Travel Fair) has 
gained increasing recognition as one of the 
most sought-after tourism events for airlines, tour 

operators and national tourism organizations 
since it was started in 2001. Last year, MITM 
2015 with a total of 60 exhibitors and 300 
exhibition booths, attracted 86,000 visitors 
and generated an estimated gross sale of 
about RM43 million. At the state level, MCTA 
chapters also organise their own travel-fairs to 
promote and enhance the tourism industry in 
their respective states.

“As a Malaysian organisation, we work 
for the full spectrum of races and religions 
in our multi-faceted country. However, our 
primary market has traditionally been the 
Chinese-speaking travellers, both visiting 
Malaysia as well as those visiting China. 
Since the formation of the MCTA, China has 
been the major destination for our members. 
We find that China is a nation of endless 
diversity, with every imaginable tourism 
product one can imagine.
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“Every geographical region from snow-
covered landscapes and ice-festival cities 
to desert adventures and tropical jungles 
can be found in China. The examples of 
every era of human history from cave-
dwellings and ancient temples to 20th 
century memorabilia and ultra-modern cities 
of the future can be found in China. Every 
type of clothing from traditional costumes 
of ancient times to the latest international 
branded fashions can be bought in China. 
Every type of food and beverage you can 
think of can be tasted in China – and it is 
always delicious! For the tourist and visitor 
to China, there is so much to see. MCTA 
members find that even if their customers 
make numerous trips to China, every 
experience is different and unique.

“Most importantly, MCTA is very happy 
that there are so many choices for air-travel 
to China, and these choices are growing. 
More and more destinations in China and 
Malaysia are being connected with each 
other, and that is very good for the future 
success of the tourism industries of both 
countries.

“Our national practice of Open House 
is a unique Malaysian tradition, and we 
in Malaysia have much to share with 
visitors. Our culture, natural heritage, 
leisure activities, shopping and cuisine will 
give you the most memorable experiences. 
As the MCTA prepares to celebrate our 
25th Anniversary in 2017, we would like 
to wish all visitors a warm welcome to 
Malaysia. “Selamat Datang!”

Dato’ Albert Tan Sam Soon
National President
Malaysian Chinese Travel Association
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Malaysian Association of Hotels.

Greetings from Malaysia!                         
                                                                                                       

“Someone remarked that the initials 
MAH could stand for Malaysians Are 
Hospitable, and this is indeed a fact. 
In local tradition, receiving visitors is a 
delight, and hosting guests is a pleasure. 
Malaysians enjoy mixing with people of 
different cultures, languages and creeds, 
and this makes for an enchanting culture 
of cheerful hospitality. To the global travel 
industry with an interest in Malaysia, MAH 
stands for the Malaysian Association of 
Hotels. 

“As the official national network for the 
hotel industry of Malaysia, MAH acts as 
the voice of the industry, working as one 
body to promote, protect, represent and 
advance the interests of its members; and 
to constantly seek to enhance the visitor 
experience with quality services, high 
business ethics, as well as excellence in 
standards and practices among members.

“The Malaysian Association of Hotels 
was established in 1974. Since its 
inception, MAH has constantly enhanced 
the hotel and tourism industry by integrating 
member-hotels throughout Malaysia. 
To date, MAH has over 700 members 
under 13 chapters; and partnerships with 
both the private sector and Government 
agencies such as the Ministry of Tourism. 
Being officially recognised as a National 
Hotel Association, MAH is committed to 
the exacting standards of service-quality 
acknowledged in Malaysia and beyond.

“One of the first things that hotel guests 
discover in Malaysia is that this is a multi-
cultural and multi-lingual country. Signaging 
is often in both Bahasa Malaysia and 

Message from the National President of the 

English, and local hotel staff-members often 
speak several Asian languages. Guests from 
China will discover that many Malaysian hotel 
staff speak Mandarin as well as dialects like 
Hokkien, Cantonese, Teochew, Hainanese, 
Hakka, and Foochow. Hotels in Malaysia are 
quite Chinese-friendly with Chinese-language 
magazines and newspapers being readily 
available in most establishments.

“Malaysian Chinese make up the second-
largest community in Malaysia. The food and 
culture of this community has been preserved 
over the generations, and is readily available 
across the country in everything from fine-
dining restaurants to street-hawker stalls. 
Delighted guests have exclaimed that they can 
find the various ethnic dishes from different 
parts of China in this country like a one-stop 
centre for Chinese cuisine! I like to think 
that our hotels reflect this rich and delicious 
diversity in what we serve.

Pacific Regency Hotel Suites

Club Med Cherating Beach Resort

Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur

Aiman Batang Ai Resort & Retreat
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Four Seasons Langkawi

Somerset Kuala Lumpur

Thistle Port Dickson

Philea Resort And Spa, Melaka

“The majority of 5-star and 4-star 
hotels in Malaysia often feature a Chinese 
restaurant, and visitors are often amazed 
to see chopsticks being wielded deftly by 
Malaysians of all races and cultures. An 
array of Chinese menu-selections such as 
assorted bao zi (包子), dim sum, crullers, 
varieties of noodles and congee, plus many 
more xiao chi (小吃) are also often found on 
the cosmopolitan buffet spread of most hotels 
in Malaysia.

“Chinese tourist-arrivals to Malaysia have 
recorded an upward trend in recent years. 
Based on the feedback from our industry 
stakeholders, the first quarter of 2016 
continued to record an increase in guests 
from this market-segment. We look forward to 
receive at least 2 million guests from China in 
2016. 

“Malaysia is one of the most cosmopolitan 
countries in the world, and our unique 

multicultural hospitality extends to guests 
from every corner of the globe. To all 
delegates of World Routes 2016, the 
Malaysian Association of Hotels would like 
to wish you a warm welcome to Malaysia, 
truly Asia!”

Cheah Swee Hee (Sam) CHA                                                                               
National President                                                                                                    
Malaysian Association of Hotels

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA 
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MALAYSIA’s Aviation Allure for Chinese carriers     
Timeless traditions and modern benefits draw airlines to the 

heart of Southeast Asia.

the first international airlines with its own 
exclusive Business Lounge at KLIA. 

Generally, Chinese airlines have also 
been growing in their interest in Malaysia. 
Chinese carriers currently flying scheduled 
flights into Malaysia include Air China, 
Cathay Dragon, Cathay Pacific, China 
Eastern Airlines, China Southern Airlines, 
Hong Kong Airlines, Lucky Air, Shanghai 
Airlines, Spring Air and Xiamen Airlines. All 
five international airports across the country 
have seen a growth in flights by Chinese 
carriers:- Kuala Lumpur, Langkawi, Penang, 
Kota Kinabalu and Kuching.

Apart from aircraft from the major 
carriers landing at Malaysian airports on 
charter flights arranged by major Chinese 
tour-operators, other Chinese carriers mount 
seasonal charter-flights regularly, showing 

Since the dawn of civilisation, Malaysia 
has drawn travellers from China and other 
parts of the Orient. Historians tell us that 
around 1000 B.C., people from China began 
travelling to the Malay Peninsula, bringing 
their ancient beliefs and traditions with them. 
Many came from areas of Southern China like 
Guangdong, Hong Kong, Fujian and Hainan; 
speaking dialects like Hokkien, Cantonese, 
Teochew, Hakka, Hainanese and Khek. 

Some sailed directly to Malaysia across 
the South China Sea while others crossed the 
Taiwan Strait, and then later sailed onward 
to Borneo and peninsular Malaya. Many 
Muslim Chinese came from Yunnan, and some 
historians believe that these people became 
the ancestors of the Malays and the Orang 
Laut who settled mainly along the east-coast 

areas of the peninsula. The actual origins 
of the Oriental movement into the Malay 
Archipelago are clouded in the mists of time, 
but we do know for certain that Malaysia has 
been a magnet for Oriental travellers since 
ancient days.

In the modern context, Malaysia is 
growing in importance as a business 
destination, holiday paradise and strategic air-
hub for air-travellers across the Orient. A key 
factor in Malaysia’s popularity as a destination 
for Chinese travellers is the fact that it is just 3 
or 4 hours away by air. Over a dozen airlines 
from East Asia or the Far East, as the region 
is also known, fly into various airports in 
Malaysia, and several of them are increasing 
their frequencies this year. This year, too, 
China Southern Airlines celebrates 25 years 
in Malaysia while Cathay Pacific has had a 
long history in this country, also being one of 
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the growing popularity of Malaysia, both 
for leisure and business. Smaller airports in 
Malaysia like Kuantan, Miri and Ipoh are 
also on the radar of Chinese charter-flight 
organisers, apparently. 

Aviation analysts say that they expect 
traffic to grow over the coming years, in 
tandem with the growth as China invests in 
Malaysia and Chinese leisure-traffic into this 
country increases. 

To cater to the needs of this strategic 
group of visitors and air-travellers, Malaysia 

Airports continues to introduce measures 
to increase convenience and efficiency 
at its gateways. It has, for example, 
announcements in Mandarin at KLIA and BKI 
airports during peak seasons, and several 
CARE Ambassadors (mobile hospitality 
officers) at KLIA Main and klia2 terminals who 
can speak Mandarin. In addition, Chinese 
arrivals will feel at home with the cheerful 
traditional decorations during the Lunar New 
Year.

An attractive combination of Visa 
Exemption and e-Visa Programme was 

introduced by the Malaysian government 
in March this year, to facilitate tourists from 
China travelling to Malaysia. 

The e-Visa is for the purpose of travelling 
and visiting relatives and friends only, with 
the length of stay limited to 30 days and for 
a single entry to Malaysia within three months 
from the date of issuance of the e-Visa. 
Applicants will be alerted via email on their 
visa approval within 24 hours during working 
days. Chinese tourists can simply visit www.
windowmalaysia.my/evisa/evisa.jsp, submit 
relevant documents, pay a processing fee of 
US$25 and print the e-visa on their own.

In addition, the Malaysian government 
has also announced visa-free entry from 1 
March to 31 December 2016 for Chinese 
tourists staying in Malaysia for a period 
not exceeding 15 days, subject to certain 
conditions. All these moves will ensure that 
the growth of airport-arrivals from China will 
continue to be strong, enabling more air-
travellers from China to discover Malaysia’s 
ancient traditions and modern allure!
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CHINA Invests in Malaysia  

From ancient times, Malaysia has been 
a source of interest for Chinese explorers, 
scholars, merchants, and entrepreneurs. 
China has invested culturally, economically, 
- and even once, militarily, in the peace and 
prosperity of Malaysia. 

Historians* say that in the early 15th 
century, the Sultanate of Malacca voluntarily 
became a protectorate and tributary state 
to Ming-dynasty China, which protected 
Malacca against its enemies with military 
force, allowing the Muslim Sultanate to 
prosper. The Chinese warded off Siam and 
Majapahit from conquering Malacca, and 
also engaged in war against Portugal for 
conquering Malacca. Commerce flourished 
over the centuries between the Chinese 
mainland and the Malay peninsula, in 
particular.

In modern times, the positive links 
continue. China has been Malaysia’s 
largest trading partner for seven consecutive 
years since 2009, enjoying an estimated 
15.8% share of Malaysian trade in 2015. 
In 2015, Malaysia’s trade with China 
expanded by more than 11% to 230.89 
billion ringgit (US$55.67 billion), according 

to Malaysia’s Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry.

China remained as Malaysia’s largest 
import-source with Chinese companies 
commanding almost 19% of total share of 
all that this country imports from around 
the world. In 2015, this amounted to an 
estimated 129.36 billion ringgit (US$31.19 
billion) with higher imports recorded for 
apparel and clothing accessories, machinery, 
appliances and parts, as well as transport 
equipment. But China’s financial ties with 
Malaysia go beyond commerce and trade 
alone. 

In 2015, China became Malaysia’s 
largest foreign investor following its 
acquisition of the assets of the country’s 
state-owned investment firm 1Malaysia 
Development Berhad (1MDB), South China 
Morning Post reported. China General 
Nuclear Power Corporation paid 9.83 billion 
ringgit (US$2.2 billion) to acquire 1MDB’s 
Edra Global Energy Berhad , while China 
Railway Construction Corp together with 
Malaysian Iskandar Waterfront Holdings 
Berhad (IWH) bought a 60% stake in 1MDB’s 
property project known as Bandar Malaysia 
for 7.41 billion ringgit (US$1.68 billion) in a 
40:60 venture. As a result, foreign-investment 
analysts show China as being Malaysia’s 
largest foreign investor for 2015.
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Some Major Chinese Firms Investing In 
Malaysia 

1. Agile Property Holdings Ltd (Property  
& Construction)

2. Aluminum Corporation of China 
(Manufacturing)

3. Bank of China Ltd (Finance) 

4. Beijing Auto International Corporation 
(Manufacturing)

5. Beijing Urban Construction Infrastructure 
Group (Construction) 

6. Chery Automobile Trading Company Ltd 
(Other Services) 

7. China General Nuclear Power 
Corporation (Energy)

8. China Harbour Engineering Infrastructure 
Company Ltd (Construction)

9. China Sinochem Group ( Manufacturing) 

10. China South Locomotive Manufacturing 
and Rolling Stock Corporation Ltd 
(Manufacturing)

11. China Three Gorges Project Infrastructure 
Corporation (Construction)

12. Comtec Solar Systems Manufacturing  
Group Ltd (Manufacturing)

13. Country Garden Holdings Company Ltd 
(Property & Construction)

14. Daiyin Textile and Manufacturing 
Garment Group (Manufacturing)

15. Diving Best Group Trading (Other 
Services) 

16. Export-Import Bank of China (Finance)

17. Gansu Chamber of Infrastructure 
Commerce (Construction) 

18. Greenland Group Property  (Construction)  

19. Guangxi Beibu Gulf Infrastructure 
International Port Group Ltd (Construction) 

20. Guangzhou R&F Properties Property 
Company Ltd (Construction) 

21. Haier Group  (Manufacturing)

22. Hao Yuan Investment Pte Ltd (Property  
& Construction)

23. Hopefluent Group Property Holdings Ltd 
(Other Services) 

24. Huawei Technologies Information 
Company Ltd (Communication) 

25. Industrial and Commercial Finance Bank 
of China Ltd (Finance)

26. Jinan Iron and Steel Group (Manufacturing)

27. Macrolink Real Estate Property Company 
Ltd (Construction) 

28. Macrolink Real Estate Trading Company 
Ltd (Other Services) 

29. Midea Group Trading  (Other Services) 

30. Perfect World Company Ltd (Gaming  
& Other Services) 

31. Shougang Group (Manufacturing) 

32. Sinohydro Group Infrastructure 
(Construction) 

33. TCL Corporation (Consumer Electronics)

34. Zhouda Real Estate Group (Property  
& Construction)

35. ZTE Corporation (Information  
& Communications)

In the modern context, Malaysia is 
growing in importance as a business 
destination, as more and more Chinese 
companies are finding success in Malaysia. 
China’s leading SUV manufacturer Great 
Wall Motors, via its Malaysian assembler 
Go Automobile Manufacturing (GAM), is 
the first company in the world to receive the 
Energy-Efficient Vehicle (EEV) manufacturing 
license from the Malaysian government. 
Under Malaysia’s National Automotive Policy 
2014, manufacturers of vehicles that meet 
MITI’s EEV requirements for fuel consumption 
are entitled to customised incentives and will 
be awarded a manufacturing license to setup 
assembly plants in the country. Other Chinese 
vehicle-marques like BYD, Chang’an, Chery, 
Dongfeng and Geely are also being seen on 
Malaysian roads in increasing numbers. 

Electronics, IT and Electrical companies 
like Xiaomi, Lenovo and Haier are making 
significant inroads into the Malaysian market. 
In January 2015, Chinese ICT products 
and solutions giant Huawei appointed 
a Malaysian IT distributor as its newest 
authorised distributor of mobile broadband 
and home devices in Malaysia; and opened 
its first Exclusive Service Centre in Malaysia. 
Both moves signal the importance of this 
market in the company’s global and regional 
expansion.

Beijing-based Zhuoda Real Estate 
Group, Guangdong-based Country Garden, 
Guangzhou R&F, and Shanghai-based 
Greenland Group are among well-known 
Chinese developers with major investments 
in Johor’s Iskandar Development Region. 
Chinese residents have also become 
more receptive after Chinese developers 
investing in Malaysia conducted promotional 
campaigns back home, says Fu Wai Chung, 
founder of Chinese real-estate company 
Hopefluent Group Holdings Ltd, “This 
increases the number of Chinese tourists 
here. They come and see that this country is 
beautiful, stable, with no natural disasters and 
a pleasant living-environment.”

“The education is also very good in 
Malaysia,” he adds. “China has a one-child 
policy and parents want their children to 
have better education. Malaysia is a good 
stepping-stone to learn English.” An industry 
analyst says that apart from Johor, popular 
locations for property-purchases include Kuala 
Lumpur and Penang. She says that over the 
last 10 years, China has the most number of 
applicants under the Malaysia My Second 
Home (MM2H) programme. “When they 
come here, they can speak Cantonese or 
Mandarin, so they will adapt easily. They 
also love Malaysian food!” she explains. 

(*Ref: K.W.Chase, W.I.Cohen, K.Hack  
and T.Rettig)
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MALAYSIA Looks East to China   

As early as the 5th century, Malay 
seafarers were recorded along the coasts 
of China, and by the 9th century, Malay 
traders were noted arriving regularly at 
south-eastern Chinese ports. Modern 
Malaysia became one of the first countries 
in Asia to open formal diplomatic ties with 
China in 1974, and Malaysian firms have 
been active investors in China since it 
liberalized its economy in 1979. 

Today, China is an important investment-
destination for Malaysian companies, 
especially those which are comfortable 
in building trust and relationship (guanxi) 
with their Chinese counterparts. Many 
such Malaysian firms are those owned 
and managed by Malaysians of ethnic 

Chinese origins, but large government-linked 
companies are also taking an increasing 
interest in China. The growth of investment in 
China has been growing rapidly following 
the close government ties between the two 
countries.

The influential China Daily recently 
reported that Malaysia’s exports to China 
recorded a 10% growth to 101.53 billion 
(US$24.48 billion).  Malaysia’s export 
of electric and electronic (E&E) products 
accounted for 42.6% of this growth while 
the rest included  petroleum products, metal 
and chemicalproducts as well as optical and 
scientific equipment. Exports of Malaysia’s 
mining products to China grew by 53.6% 
in 2015, thanks significantly to exports of 
aluminum ore. Today, Malaysia is China’s largest 

trading-partner among the 10 nations of 
ASEAN that form South-East Asia. Some 
Malaysian companies have become 
established brand-names in China. In 
1994, for example, the Malaysian retailer 
Parkson one of the first foreign department 
store chains to establish a presence in 
China with the opening of opened its first 
department store in Beijing. As at June 
2015, Parkson had an extensive network 
of 60 stores covering 37 major cities in 
China.

The branding of several Malaysian 
retail banks are also often seen in Chinese 
cities. Maybank, the largest banking 
and financial group in Malaysia first 
established its presence in China in 1993 
with the set-up of Beijing Representative 
Office. At present, Maybank has 
established branches in Shanghai, Beijing, 
Kunming and Shenzhen.
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Public Bank (Hong Kong) provides 
a comprehensive range of retail and 
commercial banking services in China. 
Currently, the Bank has 32 branches in 
Hong Kong, 1 branch and 2 sub-branches 
in Shenzhen, and a representative office 
each in Shanghai and Shenyang. CIMB 
established its Hong Kong office in 1991, 
and now has another office in Shanghai. It 
owns a significant stake (19.99%) in the Bank 
of Yingkou – a leading commercial bank in 
Yingkou City, China.  

Some Malaysian companies have been 
strong investors in Malaysia, albeit with a 
lower public profile as they are not in retail 
but in manufacturing and infrastructural 
projects. The Engtek Group, for example, has 
thrived to become a regional manufacturing 
powerhouse, a world-class global supplier 
of Hard Disk Drive (HDD) components. 
Engtek International Limited, the first offshore 
manufacturing plant, was established in 
Dongguan, China in 1996. Dongguan was 
chosen due to several advantages including 
its location, government policy, demography, 
economy and technology.

The Unisem Group’s state-of-the-art 
Semiconductor Assembly and Test facility 
in Chengdu began mass production in July 
of 2006 and has a current total production 
floor-space of 520,000 square feet. The 
adjacent Unisem property of 260,000 
square feet has been earmarked for the 
Phase 3 expansion of the production facility 
in the near future. Unisem Chengdu offers 
full turnkey semiconductor assembly and 
test services including wafer probe, wafer 
back-grinding, wafer bumping, assembly, 
test, and drop-shipping of finished goods to 
customers’ designated locations. 

One of the larger Malaysian investments 
in China is the China-Malaysia Qinzhou 
Industrial Park (CMQIP) in Nanning, jointly 
developed by the Qinzhou Development 
(Malaysia) Consortium Sdn Bhd (led by SP 
Setia Sdn Bhd and Rimbunan Hijau Group) 
and China’s Qinzhou Jingu Investment Co 
Ltd. Designed as an integrated modern 
industrial district for industries, businesses 
and residences, CMQIP has a planned 
area of 55 sq km and is designed for a 
population of 500,000.Analysts say that 
the venture into CMQIP is a good regional 
expansion strategy to help grow SP Setia’s 
base and brand recognition in China.

All three Malaysian international 
airlines have a strong footprint in China. 
Malaysia Airlines, Malindo and Air Asia 
connect this country to over 14 destinations 
across China with more than 146 flights a 
week. Malaysia Airports has also received 
invitations to invest in facilities across the 
world’s most populous nation. Investment 
links between the two countries look to 
strengthen even more as Malaysia looks east 
to China!
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TWO EXCITING DISCOVERY AIRPORTS

Apart from having a strategic location as 
“The Heart Of Asia”, Malaysia has no less than 
four Regional International Airports stretched 
all the way across the central part of South 
East Asia. One estimate says that collectively, 
Malaysia’s four Regional International Airports 
are within 2000 kilometres of almost 20 
different nations that in themselves have 
approximately 1/3 of the entire world’s 
population!

Malaysia’s Regional International Airports 
are all located within the Asia Pacific region 
where aviation growth is currently the world’s 
highest.  The booming passenger- traffic 
growth trajectory for this region is fuelled by 
visionary governments. This can be seen in 
developments such as the proposed ASEAN 
Economic Community (AEC), the adoption of 
the Open Skies Policy, the ASEAN air-service 
liberalisation agreement and other exciting 
policies. 

Regional International Airports in Malaysia                            
 are gateways to growth!

Two of Malaysia’s Regional International 
Airports in particular are gaining great 
interest from airline route-developers and 
revenue-optimisers, as well as tour-planners 
and MICE organisers from all over the world. 
In travel-trade jargon, they are sometimes 
referred to as “Discovery Airports” – air-hubs 
that are an exciting discovery because of 
their tremendous potential as destination-
gateways to places that are equally 
impressive in their growth-potential and travel 
adventure.

Located just outside the capital city of 
Sabah state, Kota Kinabalu International 
Airport (BKI) is the fastest-growing airport 
– not just in Malaysia, but in the immediate 
region. As the gateway to a well-known 
and popular tourism destination with highly- 
integrated tourism attractions, it has been 
attracting airlines and charterers from all 

across North Asia and Australasia. Sabah’s 
spectacular scenery, super-fresh seafood, 
delicious cuisine, rich cultures and outstanding 
ecotourism and adventure-travel icons are 
among the attractions pulling in enthusiastic 
visitors. 

Luxurious resorts, world-class golf-courses 
and comprehensive convention facilities in 
spectacularly scenic locations are attracting 
more and more international companies to 
Kota Kinabalu for Meetings, Incentives-tours, 
Conferences and Exhibitions. Airlines from all 
over the Asia Pacific region are bringing in a 
growing flow of tour-groups, honeymooners, 
families and senior citizens to enjoy Sabah’s 
sensations such as the gorgeous scenery, 
tranquil sunsets, exquisite handicrafts, vibrant 
local cultures and scrumptious, mouth-watering 
abundance of seafood that this amazing state 
has to offer. 
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From a business perspective, analysts say 
that commerce and industry are on an upward 
curve in Sabah. With its strategic location within 
the flourishing Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines East Asia Growth Area (BIMP-
EAGA), Kota Kinabalu International Airport is 
set to grow even more as the governments of 
these neighbouring nations extend cooperation 
and synergy for the mutual good of the region’s 
peoples. 

The legendary island of Langkawi is part 
of scenic Kedah state, and it is becoming an 
iconic resort that the Malaysian government 
is committed to promote and further develop 
into a highly successful destination on par with 
globally-famous island-destinations such as Bali 
and Phuket.  

Due to its secluded location, Langkawi 
escapes the northeastern winter monsoon 
entirely and enjoys sunny skies all year around. 
With exquisite and varied marine life, sun-

kissed beaches of natural white sand, lush 
tropical jungle foliage, rich biodiversity and 
picturesque mountain peaks, the 10,000 
hectares of Langkawi and its 99 islands were 
deservedly declared a Geopark by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) in 2007.  The entire 
area is shrouded with ancient legends, which 
create a magical and enchanting aura around 
this delightful destination.

Langkawi International Airport (LGK) is 
home to the Langkawi International Maritime 
and Aerospace Exhibition (LIMA); a major 
biennial event that is helping to put this lovely 
island on the global aviation-map. Aircraft of 
all shapes and sizes from tiny single-seater 
turboprops to the largest giant aeroplanes on the 
planet can be seen here during LIMA. With is 
enormous runways, this airport is also a regional 
Extended Operations and En Route Alternate 
Airport (ETOP) for the world’s largest passenger-
aircraft such as the Airbus 380 and Boeing 
747-800.

Langkawi International Airport is located 
within Padang Matsirat, a photogenic district 
of lush greenery, scenic rice-fields and rustic 
villages. Within Padang Matsirat itself are 
some of Langkawi’s most iconic attractions 
such as the fabled Princess Mahsuri’s Tomb, 
the Atma Alam Batik Village, the mystical Field 
of Burnt Rice, the Hot Springs Village and 
Mardi Agro-Technology Park. Little wonder, 
then, that many visitors linger around the 
vicinity of this charming Discovery Airport! 
With taxis, buses and rental-cars obtained 
at the airport, visitors can discover Kedah’s 
kaleidoscope of colourful culture as well as 
sun, sand and scenery!

Malaysia Airports is constantly working 
to enhance the benefits of its Regional 
International Airports to airlines. It liaises 
closely with relevant economic and tourism 
development entities and authorities at both 
the federal and state levels, so that optimal 
resources meet the needs of airlines at each of 
the Regional International Airports. Each RIAS 
airport has its own unique attractions as a 
destination; and Malaysia Airports leverages 
on each city’s value-proposition to ensure that 
airlines, charterers and tour-operators enjoy 
Malaysia’s unique aviation advantages.

With booming regional travel, outstanding 
tourism attractions, varied strategic locations, 
and the comprehensive support of the 
nation’s airport-operator, Malaysia’s Regional 
International Airports are becoming exciting 
gateways for growth!
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Exciting Expansion for XIAMEN AIRLINES

Xiamen Airlines General Manager 
Malaysia Guo Yuan says that the innovative 
carrier has exciting expansion plans in 
Malaysia. Frequencies into KLIA will be 
increased by a whopping 100% as the airline 
will be implementing double-daily flights very 
soon. New routes to other destinations in 
Malaysia are also in the pipeline.

“There are several reasons for our 
enthusiasm for air-travel on Malaysian routes”, 
he explained during a meeting with Malaysia 
Airports Marketing Division. “From China, 
there is growing appreciation for the business 
and tourism attractions of this colorful country, 
and our expansion is in harmony with the the 
Chinese government’s ‘One Road, One Belt’ 
policy. From Malaysia, there are large numbers 
of people with Hokkien, Khek, Foochow and 
Hakka ancestry who have yet to visit the cities 
we fly to. A Malaysian travel-consultant has 
said that Xiamen is the undiscovered treasure 
for MICE events, and this is definitely another 
growth area with much potential.”

Gao Yuan adds that Xiamen Airlines 
connects Kuala Lumpur with more cities in 
China that almost any other airline. It has daily 
flights to Xiamen, thrice-weekly flights to Dalian, 
and four flights a week each to Fuzhou, 
Tianjin and Zhengzhou. Xiamen Airlines also 
has a network of over 230 domestic and 60 
international routes connecting over 65 major 
cities of Greater China and cities in Southeast 
Asian and Northeast Asian countries.  

Xiamen Airlines operates the largest all-
Boeing fleet in China of 149 aircraft. The 

Company has accumulated 3.4 million hours 
of flight safety, achieved 359 consecutive 
months of safe flights and delivered 262 
consecutive months of air safety, without 
any unsafe incidents. Today, Xiamen Airlines 
has annual passenger traffic exceeding 23 
million The airline maintains a record in the 
industry of almost 30 years of sustained 
profitability.

In recent years, this innovative carrier has 
won numerous awards such as “National 
Outstanding Grass-roots CPC Organization 
in Pursuit of Excellence”, “National Labour 
Day Award”, “National Safety Cup 
Competition Winner”, “National Outstanding 
Institution for Quality Work”, “National 
Model Enterprise with Harmonious Labour 
Relations”, and “China’s Top 10 Customer 
Satisfaction Brands”, among others. 

For tickets and reservations, please call 
03-2166 8222.

AVIATION NEWS 

62



AIR CHINA rising in Malaysia    

The national flag-carrier of China has 
seen rising awareness and market-growth 
this year, says Air China General Manager 
Malaysia Yin Jian Min. “Air China has had 
a market-presence in Malaysia for a long 
time. For 2016, I am happy to note that we 
are experiencing steady growth; and strong 
support from the travel-trade as well.”

“In the core area of South East Asia, 
Malaysia connects to ASEAN countries both 
on land and on the sea. To answer the call of 
the Chinese government’s ‘One Road, One 
Belt’, Air China has resumed its operations 

Beijing-Kuala Lumpur, which is of far-reaching 
significance. The route between these two 
national capital-cities serves as an air-bridge 
for the development of long-term friendly 
relations between the two countries, further 
promoting the cooperation between the two 
countries in the fields of economy trade and 
investment; and accelerating the development 
of local tourism”, he added.

Air China is China’s official national flag-
carrier and a member of the world’s largest 
airline network - Star Alliance. It was also 
the airline partner of the Olympics Beijing 

2008. It is a Chinese carrier with the 
highest brand-value in China’s airline 
industry – according to the evaluation 
done by the World Brand Lab in 2015, 
with brand-value reaching RMB 101.536 
billion. Industry analysts say that this 
airline is in a leading position in China in 
terms of passenger transportation, cargo 
transportation and related services.

Today, Air China has a fleet of 590 
passenger aircraft and freighters with an 
average age of just 6.2 years. It operates 
360 routes, including 100 international 
routes, 15 regional routes and 245 
domestic routes. It serves 174 cities in 
40 countries and regions, including 64 
international cities, 4 regional cities and 
106 domestic cities. By working with other 
member carriers of the Star Alliance, Air 
China offers access to 1330 destinations 
in 193 countries. The four-times-a-week 
service from KLIA to Beijing Capital 
International Airport utilises an Airbus 
A330-300 aircraft. For ticketing and 
reservations, please call 03-2166 1999.
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New Routes good for CHINA SOUTHERN     

China Southern Airlines General Manager 
for Kuala Lumpur Li Yi Dong says that Asia’s 
largest airline is seeing steady growth in 
the Malaysian market, especially on new 
and reinstated routes. “Despite the current 
economic downturn and the challenging 
market conditions, I am pleased to say that we 
are growing steadily on both our Kuala Lumpur 
and Penang routes as well as on the recently-
reinstated Kota Kinabalu flights, all connecting 
to Guangzhou”, he said.

 “In addition, we are very pleased at the 
encouraging response to our daily flights from 
KLIA to Changsha in Hunan province. We are 
especially appreciative of the steady support 
from our travel-trade partners, friends and 
associates across Malaysia, who have stood 
by us in selling China Southern to all parts of 
China and beyond, ever since we opened up 
an office in Kuala Lumpur in 1990 .”

He added that China Southern is the 
largest airline in Asia by fleet size and the 
third-largest airline in the world by number 
of passengers, carrying over 110 million 
air-travellers in 2015. It has more than 600 
aircraft including Airbus 380s, Airbus 330s, 

Boeing 777-300ERs and the futuristic Boeing 
787 Dreamliners. With Guangzhou and 
Beijing as its hubs, China Southern Airlines 
has a global route-network reaching 1052 
destinations, connecting 177 countries and 
regions across the world, he explained.

China Southern Airlines has been honoured 
as the “Best Airline in China” by several 
international media-organizations and was 
awarded Four-Star status in 2011 by SKYTRAX, 
the world’s most prestigious airline performance-
evaluation organization. That same year, China 

Southern Airlines also won the “SKYTRAX 
2011 World Most Improved Airline”. China 
Southern was recognized as being among the 
Top 50 Most Admired Chinese Companies 
by FORTUNE China magazine in 2012 and 
2013.

Apart from the three weekly flights from 
Kota Kinabalu, it has four daily flights from 
KLIA. For ticketing and reservations, please 
call 03-2163 9977. There are also daily 
flights from Penang (04-227 8878). For more 
information on China Southern Airlines, please 
log-on to global.csair.com 
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Chefs from the Orient with CATHAY DRAGON    

Established in 1985 as Hong Kong-based 
Dragonair, Cathay Dragon has launched 
delicious new cuisine by gourmet chefs from 
Beijing, Hong Kong and Shanghai, says 
Danny Tham, Sales & Marketing Manager for 
Malaysia and Brunei, adding that passengers 
can now enjoy the dining experience from 
six of Hyatt’s esteemed chefs in these iconic 
cities. A total of four hotels are participating 
in this collaboration, offering distinct menus 
that reflect the chefs’ unique experiences 
and styles, as well as the local flavours and 
favourite cuisine choices. 

 “Dragonair’s inflight dining offerings, 
especially its Chinese menus, have been 
highly regarded by passengers over the 
years. In order to provide more choices of 
delectable dishes for its customers, Dragonair 
has been working closely with various notable 
restaurants and hotels within Hong Kong 
and the region. We are now very pleased 

to set up the first-ever regional collaboration 
with Hyatt Hotels and Resorts, rolling out a 
series of new inflight dining menus, featuring 
both Chinese and Western cuisine, for our 
Dragonair passengers to savour on board the 
aircraft,” he says. Until mid-2017, the series 
of new inflight menus are being launched 
progressively during different seasons, onboard 
Cathay Dragon flights from Hong Kong to 
specific regional destinations as well as from 
Beijing and Shanghai to Hong Kong. 

An affiliate member of oneworld and a 
member of the Cathay Pacific Group, the 
airline now operates a fleet of 42 passenger 
aircraft providing quality passenger and 
cargo services. The airline’s network covers 
53 destinations across the Asia-Pacific region, 
including 23 in Mainland China. The airline’s 
expertise has been recognised in its being 
voted, “Best Regional Airline” at the TTG Travel 
Awards for six consecutive years since 2010as 

well as “World’s Best Regional Airline” in 
2010, 2011, 2013 and 2015. 

Danny Tham says that Cathay Dragon 
operates 10 weekly flights between Penang 
and Hong Kong, and has five weekly flights 
between Kota Kinabalu and Hong Kong. For 
more ticketing and information, please log-on 
to www.dragonair.com.my, or contact the 
Cathay Dragon Reservation office at  
04- 261 8397 (Penang) or 088-254 733 
(Kota Kinabalu). 
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Disney delights with CHINA EASTERN

China Eastern Airlines has established 
its’ presence in Malaysia since 2004. In 
June, the carrier unveiled a Disney-themed 
Airbus A330 aircraft. The plane’s exterior 
was painted sky-blue with portraits of Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse on the sides, while the 
aircraft’s tail displays the iconic Walt Disney 
logo of Cinderella’s Castle. The Mickey and 
Minnie plane services the busy route between 
Shanghai and Beijing. This is just the first of 
the Disney-themed planes from China Eastern; 
there will be an Enchanted Storybook Castle 
plane coming up next, as well as other themed 
planes in the works in the coming years.

China Eastern Airlines was listed on 
the Stock Exchanges of New York, Hong 
Kong and Shanghai simultaneously in 
1997. It is the second-largest airline in 
Asia and among the world’s top 5 airlines 
in terms of passenger transportation 
volume, carrying over 90 million 
passengers in 2015. It has a fleet size of 
over 560 new aircraft and reaches over 
190 destinations via Shanghai. It has a 
partnership-agreement with Delta Airlines, 
with a 10% investment and board-
representation from the American carrier. 

China Eastern Airlines flies to the 
United States, Europe, Japan and Korea 
and for 2016, new destinations that have 
been added to its global network include 
Chicago, Amsterdam, Prague, Madrid, and 
St. Petersburg. The airline has been flying to 
the United States as early as the 90s, using 
Boeing 777-300 aircraft with a 3-cabin 
configuration including private suites, business 
class and economy class. As at today, China 
Eastern Airlines is  the largest foreign carrier 
flying into Japan and Korea with at least 360 
flights weekly.

 
As an official member of SkyTeam, China 

Eastern has extended its flight network from 
Shanghai to 1000 cities in 187 countries 
via close cooperation with SkyTeam member 
airlines. Members of Eastern Miles can 
participate the mileage accumulate and 
redeem program, enjoy member benefits and 
use any one of the 525 VIP lounges across the 
world within all 19 SkyTeam member airlines.

With the concept of “World-class 
hospitality with Eastern charm”, China Eastern 
seeks to create splendid travel experiences for 
global customers with an “accurate, delicate 
and precise” service quality. The Shanghai-
based international carrier currently has daily 
flights from Kuala Lumpur and three weekly 
flights from Kota Kinabalu. For tickets and 
reservations, please call 03-2161 1999.
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LUCKY AIR connects Kunming with Kota Kinabalu   

The capital city of Malaysia’s Sabah state 
has got a new connection to China, this time 
to Kunming, the capital city of the Chinese 
province of Yunnan. Lucky Air, an airline based 
at Kunming Changshui International Airport, 
recently commenced direct flights into Kota 
Kinabalu International Airport three 3 times a 
week; on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

A spokesperson for Lucky Air Malaysia says 
that the fast-growing airline is using modern 
Airbus 320 to connect Kota Kinabalu with 
Kunming. Known for its “climate of perpetual 
spring”, Kunming is one of China’s premier 
tourism destination and the gateway to scenic, 
multi-cultural Yunnan province.

Founded in 2004, Lucky Air owns a fleet of 
20 airplanes including 6 Boeing 737-700s, 8 
Boeing 737-800s，3 Airbus 319s and 3 Airbus 
320s. Originally known as Shilin Airlines, the 
airline is now owned by Hainan Airlines, Shanxi 
Airlines and Yunnan Shilin Tourism Aviation. 
It connects 26 provinces and 40 cities with 
37 routes. Lucky Air is among the members 
of the HNA Group. The airline has requested 
rights from the Civil Aviation Administration 
of China (CAAC) to introduce flights from its 
Yunnan province base to both Los Angeles and 
Moscow twice weekly using new Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliner aircraft.
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SPRING AIR flies to Beautiful Borneo

Spring Airlines is a low-cost carrier with 
its headquarters in the Changning District of 
Shanghai. Its operational base is base at 
Shanghai Hongqiao International Airport. 
Spring Airlines started operations on 18 
July 2005. It was the first low-cost carrier 
or budget airline from China to embark on 
international routes and North Asia’s largest 
low-fare airline.

The Spring Airlines corporate logo 
is known as a triple spiral or triskelion. 
The airline was the first low-cost carrier in 
China, launching in 2005. Spring Airlines 
is a subsidiary of Spring International Travel 

Service Ltd. The LCC plans to commence 
international service operations in Feb-2016, 
with a Tokyo-Wuhan service. The airline 
operates a fleet of over 62 Airbus A320 
aircraft.

Spring Airlines commenced flights into 
Malaysia in October 2015 with four weekly 
scheduled flights into Kota Kinabalu. To 
celebrate the flights, the airline and Tourism 
Malaysia jointly held a ceremony in conjunction 
with the ‘Spring Tour Malaysia Week’. The 
event was attended by Tourism and Culture 
Minister Datuk Seri Nazri Abdul Aziz and 
Tourism Malaysia chairman, Wee Choo Keong.

Datuk Seri Nazri expressed confidence 
that the Shanghai-Sabah flights mark another 
step forward in mutual tourism collaboration 
between Malaysia and China. He also 
promised that Malaysia would spare no 
effort towards developing the country into an 
ideal tourism destination and would always 
be prepared to welcome tourists from China 
and around the world to visit for memorable 
holidays.

Spring Airlines sells tickets exclusively from 
its website at springairlines.com or log-on to 
www.china-sss.com .
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CATHAY PACIFIC promotes Global Dining

Hong Kong-based Cathay Pacific 
Airways promotes global dining experience 
on its flights in an innovative year-long 
project from 1 June 2016 and running until 
mid-2017, says Country Manager Malaysia 
& Brunei Anna Choi. Cathay Pacific’s 
passengers now have the opportunity 
to enjoy signature dishes from flagship 
restaurants and chefs of Hyatt Hotels and 
restaurant in different parts of the world.

These include Chef Li Shu Tim of One 
Harbour Road, Grand Hyatt Hong Kong; 

Chef Sebastien Archambault –of The Back 
Room , Park Hyatt New York, Chef Satoru 
Takeuchi –of NoMI, Park Hyatt Chicago; 
Chef Andrea Aprea of  VUN, Park Hyatt 
Milan; Chef Joan Monfaredi-of Annona, Park 
Hyatt Toronto; and Chef Frank Widmer of 
Parkhuus, Park Hyatt Zurich.

Quoting Cathay Pacific Head of Catering 
Aaron Claxton, she says: “At Cathay Pacific, 
we are committed to offering passengers 
the highest-quality products and services 
as well as a memorable inflight dining 
experience. We are therefore delighted 
to team up with Hyatt Hotels and Resorts 
and its award-winning restaurants across 
our network, creating a set of exciting new 
inflight menus for our passengers flying to 
various destinations around the world. This 
marks the first time we have forged a global 
collaboration with a world-renowned hotel 
brand to offer passengers such signature 
dishes across all our onboard cabins. The 
new inflight menus are set to enhance the 
overall inflight dining experience for our 
passengers, helping them to live a life well-
travelled.”

The new menus will be available on 
rotation onboard the Cathay Pacific flights, 
and dishes will be prepared with all the care 

and attention that each chef would use in 
their own kitchen, using exactly the same 
techniques. In addition, the participating 
Hyatt restaurants have sourced select 
ingredients from around the world, especially 
those that support local businesses.  

Anna Choi explains that Cathay Pacific 
Airways offers scheduled passenger and 
cargo services to nearly 200 destinations in 
Asia, North America, Australia, Europe and 
Africa, using a fleet of more than 140 wide-
body aircraft. The company is a member of 
the Swire group and is a public company 
listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. The 
airline is a founder member of the oneworld 
global alliance, and operates four daily 
flights from KLIA to Hong Kong. For ticketing 
or reservations, please call 03-2035 2777, 
visit www.cathaypacific.com.my or email  
kulres_tkg@cathaypacific.com.
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JEJU AIR arrives in Sabah

The recent inaugural flight of South Korea’s 
pioneer low-cost carrier Jeju Air into Sabah 
had a full load of passengers, an indication 
that South Korean arrivals are set to increase 
further into this state, which is already served by 
Eastarjet, Asiana Airlines and Jin Air.

Sabah Tourism, Culture and Environment 
Minister Datuk Seri Panglima Masidi Manjun 
said that the arrival of Korean tourists had 
increased by 32.4% to 63,258 in the first 
four months of this year compared to the 
similar period of last year, adding that in total, 
138,867 South Koreans visited Sabah in 
2015, an increase of 21.6% from the previous 
year.

Speaking during a press conference to 
welcome Jeju Air’s inaugural flight to Kota 
Kinabalu at Sabah Tourism Board (STB) office, 
he said that Koreans felt at home in Sabah as 

there is a large Korean community in Kota 
Kinabalu with its own Korean supermarkets, 
groceries and restaurants.

Jeju Air vice president Lee Seok Joo said 
Jeju Air is the pioneer low-cost carrier in 
South Korea; having started its business 10 
years ago when air-travel from South Korea 
was regarded as a luxury that only the rich 
could afford. “When Jeju Air introduced 
low-cost carrier service, it created an 
explosive growth in overseas travel for 
South Koreans and since then we have 
experienced 20% growth in our business 
annually,” said Lee. He attributed the 
success of Jeju Air to its cost-efficient fares 
which are about 20% lower than full-service 
carriers.

In terms of marketing, he said Jeju 
Air worked closely with the entertainment 
industry and often engaged Korean movie 
stars to be the airline’s spokespersons. 
Jeju Air has daily flights connecting Kota 
Kinabalu with Incheon, using the latest 
Boeing 737-800 Next Generation aircraft. 
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AMERICAN AIRLINES inaugurates Hong Kong to LA 

Hong Kong Airlines’ flights to Chengdu are 
extremely convenient for delegates attending 
World Routes 2016, says Sales Manager 
Stephanie Low of Discover The World, the 
Malaysian GSA for Hong Kong Airlines. 
In Malaysia, Hong Kong Airlines enables 
travellers from Kuching to connect to Chengdu  
with convenience and comfort, she adds.

Hong Kong Airlines connects Kuching with 
Hong Kong and other destinations across its 

Corporate Sales Manager Andrew 
Lee of Discover The World, the Malaysian 
representative for American Airlines, says 
that this month’s new connection from Hong 
Kong to Los Angeles provide air-travelers from 
Malaysia with great choice and convenience. 
“Now, air-travellers from Malaysia can hop on 
any flight to Hong Kong from Kuala Lumpur, 
Penang or Kota Kinabalu with Malaysia 
Airlines, Cathay Pacific or Cathay Dragon, 
and seamlessly fly onward to Los Angeles with 
our convenient code-sharing connections!”

Quoting Thomas Scruby, the American 
Airlines Commercial Director handling General 
Sales Agents and Airline Representatives in 
Hong Kong, Southern China and Southeast 

wide network covering over 30 major 
cities across the Asia Pacific region, 
including Beijing, Shanghai, Taipei, 
Tokyo, Sapporo and Okinawa. Flights 
depart from Kuching twice a week, every 
Wednesday and Saturday. For tickets and 
reservations, please contact your preferred 
travel-agents; call Discover the World at 
03-2715 1155, or e-mail hkairlines@
discover-kul.com

Asia, she says that air-travellers from Malaysia 
to the United States of America now have 
convenient access to 260 destinations across the 
States. From LA, they can connect to major cities 
like Austin, Dallas, New York, Washington D.C., 
Orlando, Miami, Chicago and St. Louis.

American Airlines and American Eagle 
offer an average of nearly 6,700 flights per 
day to nearly 350 destinations in more than 
50 countries. American has hubs in Charlotte, 
Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, 
Miami, New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, and 
Washington, D.C. It is a founding member of 
the oneworld alliance, whose members and 
members-elect serve nearly 1,000 destinations 
in150 countries. 

HONG KONG AIRLINES connects Chengdu

For ticketing and enquiries, please call 
Discover The World at 03-2715 1122 or  
log-on to aa@discover-kul.com. 
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New Aircraft for AIR NIUGINI  

Convenience & Connectivity with GULF AIR   

The beautiful tourism destination of Papua New Guinea will soon be served 
with the latest ultra-modern aircraft, says Albert Yeoh of Abadi Aviation Services, 
the airline’s Malaysian GSA, explaining that Air Niugini had announced an order 
for four 737 Max-8 airplanes earlier this year.

“Papua New Guinea is like no other place on earth and the 737 Max-8 will 
allow us to economically and efficiently connect our beautiful country with the rest 
of the world. The superb economics of this advanced aircraft will enable us to 
increase flight-frequencies and develop into new markets which offer significant 
opportunities for Air Niugini”, he said, quoting Sir Frederick Reiher, Chairman of 
Air Niugini. “As our region continues to grow, the 737 MAX-8 is the perfect choice 
for Air Niugini, positioning us for success and ensuring we continue to provide our 
customers with the best experience possible. We look forward to receiving our first 
airplanes in 2020.”

The airline currently has a domestic service, as well as flights to Australia, 
Singapore, Fiji, the Philippines, Solomon Islands, Hong Kong, Vanuatu and Japan. 
It is planning to fly to China in the near future. For more information on travel to 
Papua New Guinea, please call 03-2148 4313.

With a focus on connectivity for 
convenience, Gulf Air boasts one of the largest 
networks in the Middle East and operates 
double daily (or more) flights to 10 regional 
cities in addition to select destinations in the 
Indian Subcontinent and Europe, from its hub 
at Bahrain International Airport, says Eric 
Ng of Abadi Aviation Services, the airline’s 
Malaysian GSA.

Passenger feedback on their selection of 
Gulf Air revealed four important aspects for 
their choice of Bahrain’s national carrier: most 
convenient departure/arrival time (49%), non-
stop flights (31%), lower fare (31%) and good 
value for money (26%). In line with this, 2015 
saw Gulf Air increase its total number of flights 
by approximately 1,000 including increasing 
schedule frequencies for more convenient 
and seamless movement across the airline’s 
network. 

For ticketing and reservations, please call 
at 03-2141 2676.
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ANA introduces new flights, new destination

All Nippon Airways, Japan’s leading 
airline, is doubling its frequencies from 
Kuala Lumpur by launching a new daily 
service to Haneda from 30th October 
2016. The new service allows passengers 
to make easier connections across Japan 
as well as Central and North Asia. The 
existing evening flights to Narita provide 
convenient connectivity with flights to and 
from North America. 

ANA Kuala Lumpur Branch General 
Manager Roy Gay says that initial 
response has been encouraging. “More 
and more Malaysians are recognising 
the benefits of flying ANA to Japan, the 
Orient and North America. From market 
feedback, we are happy to discover that 
passengers appreciate the premium-quality 
experience we provide, together with more 
choices for access to Japan from Kuala 
Lumpur.”

Founded in 1952, ANA flies today on 
83 international routes and 116 domestic 
routes with a fleet of about 250 aircraft. It 
has been a member of Star Alliance since 
1999, and its Frequent Flyer Program, ANA 
Mileage Club, has more than 26 million 
members. In 2016 was awarded five stars 
for the fourth consecutive year by the world’s 
leading Airline and Airport review site, 
SKYTRAX. 

Roy Gay says that the new Tokyo Haneda 
flights and the existing Tokyo Narita flights 
from Kuala Lumpur utilise ultra-modern Boeing 
787-8 Dreamliners – a great opportunity for 
air-travellers to experience this exciting and 
innovative aircraft from KLIA. ANA is the 
world launch customer and biggest operator 
of the Boeing 787 Dreamliner. For more 
information and ticketing, please call  
03-2032 1331.
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Merged AVIAREPS grows in Malaysia    

Aviareps, the global representation 
leader providing international market-
growth opportunities to a portfolio of 
more than 100 airlines and 250 travel 
and tourism clients worldwide, has 
seen encouraging growth and market-
acceptance since it strengthened its 
aviation General Sales Agent capability 
in Malaysia with the merger of Aviareps 
Malaysia and prominent Malaysian GSA 
company Global Alliance Travel Services, 
says Wilson Tay, Executive Director of the 
newly-formed aviation arm of Aviareps 
Malaysia.

The merger created a new entity – 
Aviareps Global Alliance Travel, which is 
responsible for aviation GSA client activities 
within Malaysia. The new entity conducts its 
marketing and activities under the ‘Aviareps 

Malaysia’ brand. A veteran travel-agent in 
Kuala Lumpur says that the new company 
gives the local travel-trade “the best of both 
worlds” as it has a comprehensive array of 
products like a convenient one-stop service-
centre.

Wilson Tay explains that Aviareps 
Malaysia is now the Malaysian GSA of 
trusted international airlines such as Air 
Arabia, Air Astana, Austrian Airlines, 
Bangkok Airways, and Ukraine International 
Airlines. “This new venture is exciting for our 
clients and for ourselves”, said Company 
Director Lum Khee Fah, adding that “With 
the creation of Aviareps Global Alliance 
Travel, local know-how and international 
expertise have been pooled within Malaysia, 
providing a unique gathering of enhanced 
market specialisation and strength.” 

In addition to airline GSA 
representation, the Aviareps Malaysia 
office also conducts destination-marketing 
representation for clients such as the 
Netherlands Board of Tourism and 
Convention (Holland Alliance), the 
Hawai`i Tourism Authority, as well as 
sales-activities for hospitality and retail 
brands such as Centara Hotels and 
Resorts, Choice Hotels International, Chic 
Outlet Shopping®, Pierotucci Leather 
Factory, Deutsche Bahn, Loungepass UK & 
Flexible Autos.

According to Aviareps Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer Michael Gaebler, 
“Our decision to invest in Global Alliance 
Travel Services and expand our presence 
and commitment to the Malaysian 
market was a natural one; made easy 
by the company’s solid reputation in the 
market, like-minded acumen, values, 
and commitment to clients. Aviareps 
is constantly on the lookout for quality 
partners that can provide additional 
value and expertise for our international 
clientele. Through the creation of Aviareps 
Global Alliance Travel, our global network 
of clients will now have an expanded 
specialized aviation team on the ground, 
in Malaysia, to provide innovative 
sales and marketing solutions that are 
both locally effective and supported by 
international best practice.” 

He adds that Aviareps’ commitment 
and investment in Malaysia continues to 
grow from strength to strength both with 
international clients looking to expand 
their market presence in Malaysia, 
and Malaysian entities looking to take 
advantage of Aviareps’ international 
network and sales and marketing expertise 
overseas. 

For more airline information and 
ticketing, please call 03-2148 8033.
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From Kuala Lumpur to the world 
with B787 Dreamliner

Fly Ethiopian from Kuala Lumpur to Addis Ababa and beyond 
starting August 3, 2016 and enjoy the unparalleled on-board 
comfort combined with the warmth of Ethiopian hospitality 
and you have a new flying experience - the Ethiopian 
Dreamliner experience.

Suite 1603, Level 16, Central Plaza, 
34 Jalan Sultan Ismail, 50250 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: (03) 2141 2190 / 2142 0581/0582 
(03) 9212-1819 (24 hours Global Call Centre) 
www.ethiopianairlines.com 
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Increased Frequencies for KLM

The recent addition of three weekly 
flights from KLIA is working out very well, 
says Air France KLM Commercial Manager 
Malaysia Estee Ng. “We now have a total 
of ten flights a week between Kuala Lumpur 
and Amsterdam, providing unrivalled 
convenience and connection-opportunities 
for air-travellers to Europe and beyond. The 
three new flights are operated using our 
newly-refurbished Boeing 777-200 which 
has 34 World Business Class seats, 40 
Economy Comfort seats and 242 Economy 
Class seats.

“KLM is the first commercial airline 
in Malaysia’s aviation history, and this 
country remains one of the key markets in 
Southeast Asia. All the KLM B777-200 
aircraft on the Kuala Lumpur- Jakarta and 
Kuala Lumpur-Amsterdam routes feature the 
new full-flat seat, the KLM World Business 
Class cabins which accentuate the at-home 
feeling with a conducive atmosphere, 
attractive furnishings and unique style. 
KLM’s guiding principle is the customer’s 
comfort and privacy. In addition to the 
new full-flat seats, the interior features new 
carpeting, panel decorations, curtains, 

lighting, blankets, cushions and upholstery. 
Collectively, these create an ambience 
which combines the airline’s Dutch roots 
with international allure”, she explains.

The World Business Class full-flat seat 
offers customer optimum comfort. It can be 
reclined horizontally so the passenger can 
lie fully flat. The seat position in the cabin 
and the partition between television screens 
ensure greater privacy for passengers. 

There are also storage-compartments 
in the seats beside the passengers and 
under the television screens.  

KLM is a member of the SkyTeam 
alliance which has 19 member airlines, 
offering customers access to a global 
network of over 15,500 daily flights to 
1,000 destinations. For information and 
reservations please call KLM Reservations 
at 03-7712 4555.
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QATAR AIRWAYS supports Qatar Tourism

Qatar Tourism Authority Asia recently held 
a workshop at the Ritz Carlton Kuala Lumpur 
for selected travel-agents. Several travel-agents 
said that the afternoon was “an eye-opener” 
and congratulated Qatar Tourism Authority 
Asia for a well-run and informative event; 
adding that it was impressive to see how 
closely the airline and tourism-board worked 
to support each other. One participant from 
Doha said he was particularly impressed with 
the strong support given by Qatar Airways 
Kuala Lumpur Office to promote Doha as a 
destination.

Qatar Tourism Authority Regional Travel 
Marketing Executive Muhammad Irwan Ismail 
welcomed guests and gave the Opening 
Presentation on Qatar as a tourism destination, 
after which Qatar Airways Country Manager 
Malaysia and Brunei Dato’ Muzammil 

Mohamad gave a presentation of the airline 
and of Doha Hamad International Airport.

In his presentation, Muhammad Irwan 
encouraged travel-agents and tour-planners 
to register with TAWASH – the exciting Qatar 
Tourism Authority Online Destination Training 
Programme. Those who completed the training-
programme successfully would be awarded 
an Official Certificate and would be eligible 
for future fam-trips, promotions and marketing-
support.

The presentations by Qatar Tourism Authority 
and Qatar Airways were followed by another 
set of impactful audio-visual presentations 
by some hotel chains in Qatar such as Ritz 
Carlton, Holiday Villa, Fraser Hospitality and 
the Melia Group. Each provided vouchers for 

3-day/2night stays for lucky winners of the 
on-site raffle. Qatar Airways provided several 
deluxe Barcelona FC/Qatar Airways travel-
bags and two return Economy Class tickets to 
Doha for the raffle. 

In addition, Qatar Airways gave away 
goodie bags with a deluxe door-gift to every 
participant. The event ended with refreshments 
and informal question-and-answers sessions. 

This year, Qatar Airways celebrates its 3rd 
anniversary of joining the oneworld global 
alliance. Dato’ Muzammil says that the airline 
operates 21 flights a week between Kuala 
Lumpur and Doha with onward connections to 
Europe, the Americas, Africa and the Middle 
East via its Doha hub. For more information, 
visit www.qatarairways.com or call 03-2118 
6100.
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Water-cannons arched a salute and 
disembarking passengers received goodie-
bags from costumed dancers to the pulsating 
rhythm of traditional music, when Ethiopian 
Airlines debuted its new Boeing 787 
Dreamliner at KLIA last month. The crowd of 
dignitaries, aviation officials and leaders of 
the travel-trade was led by a glittering list of 
luminaries that included High Commissioner 
of Ghana His Excellency Benjamin Clement 
Eghan, High Commissioner of the Republic 
of Zimbabwe His Excellency Cuthbert 
Zhakata, High Commissioner of South Africa 
Her Excellency Samkelisiwe I. Mhlanga, 
Director-General of Tourism Malaysia Datuk 
Seri Mirza Mohammad Taiyab and high-
ranking officials from various African High 
Commissions, Embassies and Consulates in 
Malaysia.

The group from Ethiopian Airlines 
included Ethiopian Manager Thailand Meaza 

Higher Volume with ETHIOPIAN Dreamliner 

Taye and Ethiopian Airlines Area Manager 
Malaysia Osman Habib who said that 
the airline is eyeing up to 25% higher 
passenger volume between Kuala Lumpur 
and Addis Ababa with the introduction 
of its new Boeing 787-800 Dreamliner 
aircraft on the route. “With increasing 
passenger-demand and excellent response 
from the Malaysia travel-trade, we are 
looking at increasing our current three 
weekly flights between the two cities”, he 
said at the Welcoming Reception of the 
aircraft at KLIA.

“Ethiopian commenced operations to 
beautiful cosmopolitan Kuala Lumpur with 
three weekly flights in October 2012; and 
we were warmly welcomed by officials 
from the Ministry of Tourism, Department of 
Civil Aviation, Malaysian Airports Berhad , 
Tourism Malaysia, esteemed travel-agents, 
tour operators and other leaders of industry. 

In the last four years, many of you have 
become firm supporters and close friends 
to the Ethiopian Team in every aspect, for 
which we are immensely grateful. We are 
highly optimistic that we will all build on this 
foundation and continue on this trajectory.”

He explained that due to its high 
standing in the Third World, Malaysia 
attracts a steady stream of professionals, 
students, investors, business-people and 
visitors from the African continent where 
Ethiopian Airlines is the fastest-growing 
international airline with the largest and 
most comprehensive pan-African network. 
It is also the first airline in the world outside 
Japan to fly the sleek and innovative carbon-
fibre Dreamliner aircraft.

Osman Habib further adds that 
Ethiopian is a member of Star Alliance, 
operating the youngest fleet in the continent 
with an average of less than 5 years. He 
adds that it is currently serving more than 
92 international destinations across 5 
continents with over 200 daily departures, 
and connects to KLIA three times a week. 
Passengers on flight with long layovers 
are provided an exciting free stopover in 
Addis Ababa which includes meals and 
transit visa. For enquiries and reservations, 
please call 03-2141 2190 or visit www.
ethiopianairlines.com        
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UNION PAY Convenience at Malaysia Airports
Airport Shopping has exciting benefits in Malaysia!

Said Mohammed Nazli: “The Chinese 
tourist-market is a priority for us given their 
volume and strong spending-power. Last 
year, total passenger-movement between 
Malaysia and China stood at approximately 
5.54 million, the second highest for Malaysia 
Airports. Much of it is boosted by the fact 
that we currently have 12 airlines connecting 
Malaysia to over 17 destinations in China. 
We expect the Chinese tourist-market to 
increase even further with the visa-waiver 
programme.

“According to statistics obtained from 
Tourism Malaysia, on the average, a Chinese 
tourist spends approximately RM 3,300 each 
during their stay in this country. If Tourism 
Malaysia achieves its target Chinese tourist 
arrivals of over 2 million for 2016, this will 
translate to more than RM 6.7billion in tourist 
receipts. Capturing a fraction of that will 
contribute positively to our revenue. “UnionPay 
is a fast growing global payment brand. 
Partnering UnionPay International will allow us 
to tap into the Chinese tourists.”

Wenhui Yang, General Manager of 
UnionPay International Southeast Asia said, 
“We are pleased to partner Malaysia Airports 
for the “Be Rewarded When You Spend” 
campaign. Since Malaysia Airports is one 
of the biggest players in Malaysia’s tourism 
service industry, our collaboration is in line 

Be Rewarded When You Spend! That 
was the theme of the exciting campaign 
organised by UnionPay International in 
collaboration with Malaysia Airports earlier 
this year. The Commercial Division of 
Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad (Malaysia 
Airports) tied up with Union Pay International 
to make it more convenient and exciting for 
Chinese tourists to shop at its airports.

Running from 1 April to 30 June 2016 
at the international airports in Kuala Lumpur, 
Penang and Langkawi, this inaugural effort 
was a resounding success in customer 
satisfaction. According to some of the 
participants interviewed, the “Be Rewarded 
When You Spend” campaign really 
fulfilled Malaysia Airports’ promise of joyful 
experiences! We had so much fun, got great 
value in what we bought, and even got some 
delightful little souvenir gifts, too!”

The complimentary gifts they referred to 
included hand-finished items by Malaysian 
craftsmen such as elegant Royal Selangor 

cardholders for participants at KLIA and 
stylish Royal Selangor chopsticks for UnionPay 
shoppers at the airports in Langkawi and 
Penang.

The move is in line with Malaysia Airports’ 
Commercial Division’s new strategic direction 
which calls for targeted passengers focus. 
According to Mohammad Nazli Abdul Aziz, 
Malaysia Airports Senior General Manager 
Commercial Services, the collaboration is in 
line with the significant growth of Chinese 
passenger traffic at the airports of Malaysia. 

Carriers like Cathay Pacific, China 
Southern Airlines and Xiamen Airlines have 
been in the local market for decades while 
carriers like Air China, China Eastern, Cathay 
Dragon, Shanghai Airlines and Spring Airlines 
are among the Chinese airlines flying to Kuala 
Lumpur and Kota Kinabalu. Together with 
Malaysian carriers like Malindo, Air Asia and 
Malaysia Airlines, they connect Malaysia to 
more than 20 key cities located throughout 
China.

AIRPORT SHOPPING
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with our efforts to bring greater value and 
more exciting privileges to our customers, 
wherever they go.”

According to the data captured by 
Malaysia Airports’ recently-concluded 
Indulge & Explore Campaign, Chinese 
tourists were among the top three 
categories of airport spenders. For the 
three-month duration of the Campaign, 
which ran from 7 December 2015 till 6 
March 2016, Chinese tourists spent an 
estimated MYR1.65million at KLIA/klia2 
combined. On a whole the Campaign 
saw a 7% increase over the previous year’s 
initiative.

To further boost tourist-spending, 
Malaysia Airports has signed on several new 
brands at its international gateways. Amongst 
the local brands are Noodlelicious, Sofia 
Iman, Killiney Kopitiam, and Upin & Ipin 
Café. The new available international brands 
are Michael Kors, Pedro, Mont Blanc and 
Barry Smith.

Mohammed Nazli sums things up neatly 
when he said: “Airport Shopping in Malaysia 
is both enjoyable and economical – you 
have fun shopping, and get great value for 
money, too! Whether you are visiting from 
China or from anywhere in the world, we 
invite you to have a joyful experience at 
Malaysia Airports!”
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Happy 1st Birthday for MITSUI OUTLET PARK   

The Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang had a 
happy sales celebration to commemorate its 
official launch last year on 29th July 2015.  
Satisfied shoppers and tourists said that The 
Marvellous One Anniversary Sale which 
ended on 31st August 2016 dovetailed well 
with the 1Malaysia Mega Sale Shopping 
Carnival 2016.

The Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang 
advocates a factory outlet shopping mall 
concept thus allowing attractive discounts 
every day of the year. With product offerings 
ranging from high-end fashion apparel and 
accessories, shoes, handbags, kids wear, 
cosmetics & perfumes to household products, 
chocolates & confectionery, timepieces and 
jewellery, the outlet mall caters to all walks of 
life.  Among the brands available are Bally, 

Polo Ralph Lauren, Versace, Brooks Brothers, 
Outlet by Club 21, Sacoor Brothers, Tommy 
Hilfiger, DVF, Bonia, Guess, Porsche Design, 
Swarovski, Pepe Jeans, Cole Haan, Diamond 
& Platinum, Noritake, Akemi Uchi, Trudy & 
Teddy, Pierre Cardin and many more. 

Additionally, the Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA 
Sepang is also home to various international 
restaurants debuting in Malaysia namely 
Sushi Maru, Fan Café, Don Don Tei, Gao! 
Gao!, Beryl’s Chocolate & Café and Para 
Thai. Other casual dining restaurants include 
Hidang, Sushi King, Bari-Uma, Senya and 
Padi House. Patrons may also enjoy a cuppa 
at The Loaf, The Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf 
and Dome whiles the Food Court provides an 
array of local and Korean fare including Old 
Town White Coffee.

For the comfort and convenience of 
patrons, the outlet mall provides a range 
of services and facilities including ATMs, 
currency exchange, clothing alteration as well 
as wheelchairs and strollers for loan. Children 
can explore the Kids Playground and the mini 
amusement rides available.

Travellers who have time between flights 
will find that Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang 
is the perfect place to get a glimpse of the 
local culture without the hassle of rushing to 
the city. Catering specially to the needs of 
busy travellers, the outlet mall boasts Flight 
Check-In Services, Flight Information Display 
Systems and free baggage storage facility. 
The outlet mall also provides free shuttle 
bus service to and from KLIA & klia2. For 
more information on upcoming offers and 
promotions at the Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA 
Sepang, visit www.mitsuioutletparkklia.com.
my or www.facebook.com/MOPKLIA. 
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PORSCHE DESIGN debuts 911 Soundbar    

Porsche Design, the No.1 German luxury 
fashion-brand, has an exciting new product 
at its concept-store in Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA 
Sepang. Porsche Design has developed 
the 911 Soundbar for those to whom the 
sound of a high-performance sports car is 
not enough: a 2.1 virtual surround system 
subwoofer boost converted from the original 
rear silencer and twin exhaust from a 911 
GT3. 

With 200 watt system performance, 
LED display, DTS TruSurround™, LipSync 
function for precise voice synchronization, 
Dolby® digital decoder, wireless aptX® 

technology, Bluetooth® radio technology 
for wireless audio transmission from your 
tablet or smartphone, and much more, this 
amazing product provides the ultimate audio 
experience with the rhythms of the race track.

The 911 Soundbar takes the functions of 
the original components and turns them on 
their head. The rear silencer and twin exhaust 
now resonate sound. The result: a deeper, 
measurably louder audio experience with 
a higher maximum volume. In short: more 
power. Only limited units are available for 
sale worldwide, strictly on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Spread over 1,600 sq ft, the Porsche 
Design store features a unique global retail 

concept of  ‘engineered luxury’. The store’s 
fixtures mirror the style and functionality of 
the high-quality Porsche Design products 
themselves. A combination of rich natural 
elements is contrasted with sleek, innovative 
high-tech materials. An alternating lighting 
display creates a dynamic yet luxurious 
atmosphere.  

The Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA store offers 
an exciting full range of classic men’s 
accessories, watches, a sport and fashion 
collection as well as electronic products and 
an extensive luggage collection. In Malaysia, 
Porsche Design collaborates with Porsche 
Club Malaysia as a brand partner, driving 
the brand to the fast-lane for growth. And it’s 
all available at Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA!                                         

Legendary Branding with BROOKS BROTHERS

Discerning connoisseurs of world-class 
clothing can enjoy legendary branding 
at Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang; at the 
elegant Brooks Brothers outlet. Established in 

1818, Brooks Brothers was the first to offer 
ready-to-wear clothing and has continued 
throughout history with iconic product 
introductions including: seersucker, madras, 

the non-iron shirt and the original button-
down collar. 

Nearly two centuries later, Brooks 
Brothers is proud to uphold the same 
traditions and values and to be the 
destination for ladies and gentlemen, 
from every generation. Since its founding 
198 years ago in New York, Brooks 
Brothers has become a legendary 
international brand while maintaining 
a steadfast commitment to exceptional 
service, quality, style and value. Now, 
conveniently available just 6km away 
from KLIA!
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Good Growth for PLAZA PREMIUM 

The Plaza Premium Group has 
been experiencing good growth across 
Malaysia, says its Founder and CEO 
Song Hoi-see. Globally-recognised as 
the innovator of the Independent Airport 
Lounge concept, he says that the lounges 
at the airports in Kuala Lumpur, Kota 
Kinabalu, Kuching, Langkawi and Penang 
have been seeing encouraging increases 
in patronage

The Plaza Premium Group is a global 
service brand, as well as the industry-
leader in Premium Airport Services. The 

company’s services include designing, 
operating and managing its premium 
independent airport-lounges, and lounges 
for leading airlines and airline-alliances. 
The company is also involved in the 
business of airport-transit hotels, private 
relaxation suites, airport meet-and-greet 
services, airport dining, airport spas, and 
business and conference centres.

Apart from the network of Airport 
Lounges in Malaysia, there are also Plaza 
Premium Lounges at selected airports 
in Hong Kong, Australia, Cambodia, 

Canada, Greater China, India, Oman, 
the Philippines, Singapore, the United 
Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom. 
The company now operates in more than 
130 locations in 35 airports globally, 
serving over 7 million passengers 
annually. The success of the business 
model has opened the door of joint-
cooperation with airport authorities 
around the world for independent lounge 
facilities and value-added airport services 
to enhance the overall airport experience 
as well as airport service quality for the 
majority of travellers.
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Opening Soon at KLAS @ Jalan Utara

K�S
FRAMING SHOP

For enquiries please call +6013 361 2668

KLAS Framing Shop     31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor      www.kl-lifestyle.com.my
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It was during Henry Butcher’s inaugural 
auction at Bentley Hall, PJ that chief executive 
offer of KL Lifestyle Art Space, Datuk Gary 
Thanasan, decided to get into art auction. 
He had noticed a lot of people buying art, 
and this never-before-seen interest drove him 
to decide on that very Sunday, that he was 
going to open a gallery. The next day, he 
gathered his team for a meeting and the rest, 
as we know it, was history. 
 
KL Lifestyle Art Space first opened at 
Tropicana City Mall in 2011, with the 
intention to start an art auction the next 
calendar year. True to its initial promise, 
after one and a half years and relocating 
into a flagship gallery at Jalan Maarof, KLAS 
hosted its first auction at the end of 2012 
– the Malaysia’s Inaugural Indonesian and 
Malaysian Modern & Contemporary Art 

BY KATHLYN URSULA D’SOUZA

Matters of the Art: KLAS Art Auction

Tracing back to the beginning

Auction at Nusantara Ballroom, Sheraton 
Imperial Kuala Lumpur on September 30. 
 
“Our main objective for the auction is to 
give due recognition to our local artists 
as well as create more local and regional 
interest in works by Malaysian artists. It is 
hoped that the auction will be able to inject 
some much-needed excitement and verve 
to the Malaysian art scene, to encourage 
talented local artists to keep producing 
majestic masterpieces, primarily to our 
senior and established artists who have 
been under the radar for quite some time 
now – especially those who have not been 
recognised as much as  their contemporary 
counterpart,” said KL Lifestyle Art Space 
chief executive officer, Datuk Gary 
Thanasan, during the inaugural speech 
during the official launch  of KLAS in 2011.  

Fast forward 21 auctions later, the KLAS 
art auction is still going strong is seen by 
many as a major player in the Malaysian art 
landscape. 
 
The second KLAS auction dubbed “The 
Malaysian Modern & Contemporary Art 
Auction 2012” sold overRM2.4 million worth 
of artworks, achieving over 90% in sales 
from 108 artworks. It was at this time that is 
was evident that Malaysia started to take a 
keen interest in the art scene. 
 
The interest soon and steadily blossomed 
during the third auction, during which sales 
catapulted and surpassed the RM3 million 
mark, with over 92% of total sales. 
 
In 2013, KLAS participated in Art Expo 
Malaysia as one of the exhibitors with the 

Abdul Latiff Mohidin B. N. Sembilan, 1941
Landscape Rimba, 1995
Oil on canvas 81 x 203 cm
EDITION II, DECEMBER 2, 2012
SOLD - RM 715,000.00
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objective of reaching out to collectors and 
patrons who annually attend the event and 
achieved to do so successfully. 
 
There was no doubt that Malaysian artworks 
seemed to be garnering a lot of interest in the 
regional market at this point of time, especially 
amongst Singaporeans. 
 
2014 saw KLAS setting a new record price 
for one of Khalil Ibrahim’s batik pieces. The 
bidding war began at RM85,000 for his East 
Coast Series (1973) batik artwork, and finally 
ended up hammered at RM132, 000. Even 
at present, Khalil’s batik works seem to be very 
much sought-after by Malaysian art collectors. 
Yusof Ghani also seemed to getting a lot of 
attention as his Siri Tari VII (1984) was also 
sold for RM208,000 setting a new record for 
the artist which to date is unbroken. 

It was also at this time that Singaporean 
works began making its way into KLAS art 
auctions, and the interest in art never wavered 
ever since KLAS began its first auction, even 
phones were busy with bidders trying to 
score artworks from over the causeway. One 
of Latiff Mohidin’s arworks, The Landscape 
(Gelombang Series) set a new record when it 
was hammered at RM451,000 at the KLAS 
Art Auction edition VIII in 2014. 2014 was 
indeed a year of breaking numerous records 
for KLAS.
 
2015 augmented and carried forth the record-
breaking streak, as it was during this year that 
Abdul Latiff Mohidin’s Landskap Rimba (1995) 

sold for RM601,800 – the highest ever in 
KLAS Art Auction history. KLAS also showcased 
a private collection sale exhibition during the 
same year, where interested collectors were 
welcomed to drop by for a stunning and 
outstanding selection of works such as Yusof 
Ghani, Khalil Ibrahim, Tajuddin Ismail, Nizar 
Kamal Ariffin, Lye Yau Fatt and Kwan Chin.  
 
Last year also saw the success of six 
consecutive KLAS Auctions, Auctions Edition 
XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, XVII and XVIII. Hot shots such 
as Yusof Ghani, Abdul Latiff Mohidin, Awang 
Damit (artists that are frequently featured in 
KLAS Auction) fared very well, most of them 
breaking all-time records.
 
This year, we expect the same streak of 
success, if not more. KLAS continues to 
organise and prepare for upcoming and 
frequent auctions, and after close to five years 
of hosting successful auctions, KLAS is not 
slowing down. As groups of collectors and 
competition for highly valued pieces increase 
and after transacting over 1,800 artworks 
to-date, this places KLAS at the top at having 
the most sold artworks in Malaysia, and will 
continue to do so in the future.
 
“We are truly appreciative of the support 
shown by consignors all these years, for their 
confidence in KLAS, in having us represent 
them to sell their prized artworks through us,” 
Datuk Gary expressed, “To the buyers, we 
also thank you for your support over the many 
artworks sold until this day. We are trying our 
very best, and hope we have done well so far 

in promoting relevant names that otherwise 
would have fallen under the radar.”  
 
 We look at some iconic artworks sold at 
KLAS since our inaugural auction.

Ibrahim Hussein, Datuk B. Kedah, 1936-2009
Now and Again It Flowers - Series I, 1973
Acrylic on canvas 129 x 183 cm
EDITION III, APRIL 7, 2013 
SOLD - RM 781,000.00

Awang Damit Ahmad B. Sabah, 1956
EOC Series “Ting Ting Elegi Anak Kecil”, 1987
Mixed media on canvas 115 cm x 145 cm
EDITION XVII, SEPTEMBER 13, 2015
SOLD - RM 180,352.00

Khalil Ibrahim B. Kelantan, 1934
Abstract, 1996
Batik 90 x 60 cm
EDITION VII, JANUARY 19, 2014
SOLD - RM 132,000.00 

ART FEATURES
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T
he 10th edition of the largest, most 
significant and prestigious international 
visual art feast in Malaysia is back! 
Taking place on Oct 20–23 at 
MATRADE Exhibition and Convention 

Centre (MECC), Kuala Lumpur, more than 60 
established and reputable art galleries and 
groups from 30 countries will be participating, 
exhibiting 2,000 pieces of artworks ranging 
from paintings, sculptures, installations to 
photography in various styles, expressions and 
mediums. 

Art Expo Malaysia is currently the longest-
running public-friendly art fair in Southeast Asia, 
and since its inception in 2007, admission has 
been completely free to visitors. 

Exhibitors and supporters from Malaysia this 
year include the usual such as Henry Butcher 

Art Expo Malaysia Plus 2016
Feast Your Eyes

Art Auctioneers, Masterpiece Auction, 
Bank Negara Malaysia Museum & Art 
Gallery, National Visual Arts Gallery 
Malaysia, Galeri Prima (NSTP), Art WeMe 
Contemporary Gallery, City Art Gallery, 
G13 Gallery, HOM Art Trans, Jeth Art 
Gallery, Nadine Fine Art, Pelita Hati Gallery 
Of Art, Pin Wei Zhai Art Gallery, Segaris Art 
Center, Taksu, Tiny Rose Gallery, TJ Fine Art, 
Tree & Me Furniture Design, Peter Liew and 
Yahong Art Gallery. Art auction houses Henry 
Butcher and Masterpiece will showcase 
works by Southeast Asian artists or highlight 
pieces of upcoming auctions as well.

From across the causeway
Singapore forms the second largest exhibitor 
group which represents artists of various 
nationalities. They include the esteemed Art 
Xchange Gallery, ArtBlue Studio, Cape of 

Good Hope Art Gallery, Kato Art Duo, Maya 
Gallery, REDSEA Gallery, The Gallery of 
Gnani Arts, and White Space Art Asia. 

And from all over the world
Other countries such as Myanmar, Hong Kong 
and Spain will also be participating. Another 
exciting feature this year will be the Embassy 
Zone, where 13 countries (Argentina, Belgium, 
Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, France, Iran, Italy, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Philippines, Romania, 
Russia) will have one selected artist to represent 
each of the respective countries.

Taking place will also be the National 
Exhibition of China. Presented by the Ministry 
of Culture, China, the works of three to four 
Chinese contemporary ink artists will be 
showcased at an enormous exhibition area of 
420 sqm. 

Art Expo Malaysia is under the royal patronage of the Crown Prince and Crown Princess of Perlis, DYTM Tuanku Syed Faizuddin Putra ibni 
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Jamalullail, and DYTM Tuanku Hajjah Lailatul Shahreen Akashah Khalil.

Embassy of Colombia, Katherine Gailer
The Power Of Vulnerability, 2013 
Oil on canvas 60 x 50cm TAKSU from Malaysia

Demi Padua, Twisted Nature Series-Rhino, 2016 
Mixed media on canvas 122 x 122cm

Art Xchange Gallery from Singapore - Husin Hasibuan
Diambang Kepunahan (On the Verge of Extinction), 2016 
Oil on canvas 100 x 100cm
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                Jasons Food Hall 
is a favourite with shoppers, as it 
offers an extensive range of fresh and 
international food brands.  
10am - 10pm daily.

Tel: 03-2143 2386

Tel: 03-2691 6599

Tel: 03-2782 3800

Tel: 03-2117 0288

Tel: 03-5633 2530

Tel: 03-2141 0500
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JACKSON’S BURGER
144 Jalan Dato Abdul Aziz 14/29,
Section 14 Petaling Jaya,
46100 Selangor

RESTORAN WAHAB’S CENDOL
No. 43 Jalan Rampai Niaga 5,  
Rampai Business Park, 
53300 Setapak, Kuala Lumpur

The Resort Cafe 
03 - 7495 2009 . Lobby Level,  
Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa
*Pork-Free Restaurant

Eight Gourmets Gala (EGG) 
017 948 8684 . Suite G-01, 
Ground Floor, Pinnacle Annexe,  
Persiaran Lagoon, Bandar Sunway,  
47500, Selangor 

. 03-2692 2685 

4, Jln Delima,kl

Sheraton Imperial Hotel

Hotel . Non-Halal . Private Dining

Tel: 03-6211 0611

Tel: 03-8949 6288

Tel: 03-2786 9333

03-8946 2333

03-2179 8082

03-2166 2272      4th Floor KLCC

10am - 10pm dayly

FASHION DES IGNER
+

MAKEUP ART IST
S AYA P  R E P U B L I K

+6016 240 5816
IG SAYAP_REPUBLIK
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Kokufu

03-2782 6118

Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182 1234    Jalan Pinang
   KLCC    JP Teres (Malaysian), 
THIRTY8 (International), Poolside
From RM550 - RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

Seri Pacific Hotel Kuala Lumpur
03-4042 5555    Jalan Putra     PWTC    
Zende (Int’l), Kokufu (Jap), lounge to Chereza 
From RM198++ to RM3,000    B5
www.seripacifichotel.com

Istana Negara, Jalan Duta
Located along Jalan Duta, it is the of-
ficial residence of Malaysia’s king since 
Nov 11, 2011.  Influenced by both Is-
lamic and traditional Malay architecture, 
this unique structure is the latest addition 
to the country’s architectural wonders.

Casual Dining

03-7490 3838

Raja Chulan

03-2020 5499 03-2267 1111

03-2718 6868
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Tao (chi)

Makana Restaurant

The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5 Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin, 50000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

03-2785 8000
www.majestickl.com

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723 1000
Jalan Stesen Sentral

Nook (International), MAI Bar (Bar 
Menu), w xyz(SM) Bar (Cocktails & 
Snacks)    From RM270 - RM388
www.starwoodhotels.com/alofthotels

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA
03-8787 3333

Degrees (Int), Traveller’s Bar & Grill, 
Palmz Lounge (Wn) .  From RM570++
www.samasamahotels.com

Flavours Restaurant (Int’l), Green 
Treats Delicatessen (Int’l), T@ste 6 
Restaurant (Int’l) . From470+

03-2724 0408

Pullman Kuala Lumpur

03-2162 2233

Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa
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Craft Complex 
03- 2164 8344
 Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. • 

Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik 
printing and pottery from the 13 states 
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. 
• E9 FREE

Telekom Museum
03-2031 9966
 Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan 

• Displays interesting exhibits of 
  telephones and evolution of their 
  designs over the years. 
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays 
• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad Building
 Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan 

Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big 
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and 
heritage building is well known for its 
Moghul architecture dating back to 
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme 
Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers 
03- 2615 8188

 KLCC • KL City Centre • The 
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped 
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is 
open to visitors between 9am-7pm 
daily, closed on Monday • D8

6.00pm .  F4

03-2274 6542

03-2092 1150

RM 32 for adults and RM11 for children  
3 to 12 years old
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Galeri Tenaga
Wisma TNB, Jalan Timur, Petaling Jaya
Tel : +603-2296 5566 
Fax : +603-2282 3274
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday : 10 am – 3 pm.

University of Malaya Art Gallery (UMAG)
Tingkat 5, Bangunan Canseleri, Universiti Malaya, Petaling Jaya
Tel: 03-79671061
Opening Hours: 9.00am to 4.00pm
Closed on: Saturday and Sunday

KL Lifestyle Art Space
31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia

Tel: +603 2093 2668, +603 2094 2668 
 Email: info@mediate.com.my

Open Monday - Friday, 10am - 7pm
(Closed on Weekends and Public Holidays)

Bank Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery Sasana Kijang 
No. 2, Jalan Dato Onn, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
Opening Hours: 10am to 6pm daily
For Enquiries Call: 03-9179 2784

MUSEUMS

03-2267 1111

03-2331 7007

03-4251 8199

03-2094 1222

09-288 8890

03-8942 5021
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EXPLORE KUALA 
LUMPUR

9 10

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

 1   Agora Hotel
      Tel: 2142 8133   F8
 2   Alpha Genesis Hotel  
      Tel: 2142 6868   F7
 3   Berjaya Times Square  
      Hotel & Convention Centre
      Tel: 2117 8000   F8
 4   Brisdale International   
      Hotel
      Tel: 2694 8833   B6
 5   Capitol Hotel
      Tel: 22143 7000   F8
 6   Carcosa Seri Negara
      Tel: 2282 1888   F8
 7   Cardogan Hotel
      Tel: 2144 4883   F8
 8   Concorde Hotel
      Tel: 2144 2200   D7
 9   Corona Inn
      Tel: 2144 3888   F7
10  Coronade Hotel
      Tel: 2148 6888   F8
11  Corus Hotel
      Tel: 2161 8888   C9
12  Doubletree Hilton 
      Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2172 7272   C10
13  Crown Regency Hotel
      Tel: 2162 3888   D8
14  Crowne Plaza 
      Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2148 2322   E8
15  Dorsett Regency Hotel
      Tel: 2715 1000   F9
16  Dynasty Hotel
      Tel: 4043 7777   A4
17  Equatorial Hotel
      Tel: 2161 7777   E8
18  Federal Hotel
      Tel: 2148 9166   F8
19  Fortuna Hotel
      Tel: 2141 9111   F8
20  Grand Central Hotel
      Tel: 4041 3011   B5
21  Grand Continental Hotel
      Tel: 2693 9333   C5
22  Grand Millenium KL
      Tel: 2141 8000   E8
23  Grand Pacific Hotel
      Tel: 4042 2177   A5
24  Grand Seasons Hotel
      Tel: 2697 8888   B6

25  Hilton KL
      Tel: 2264 2264   G3
26  Hotel Istana
      Tel: 2141 9988   E8
27  Hotel Maya Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2711 8866   D8
28  Impiana KLCC 
      Hotel & Spa
      Tel: 2147 1111   D8
29  JW Marriott Hotel
      Tel: 2715 9000  E9
30  Kuala Lumpur             
      International Hotel
      Tel: 2697 8833   B6
31  Le Meridien KL
      Tel: 2263 7888   G3
32  Malaya Hotel
      Tel: 2072 772   F5
33  Malaysia Hotel
      Tel: 2142 8033   F8
34  Mandarin Oriental Hotel
      Tel: 2380 8888   G6
35  Mandarin Court Hotel
      Tel: 2273 9933  G6
36  Maradian Oriental Hotel
      Tel: 2380 8888  D8
37  Melia Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2785 2828   F8
38  Micasa All Suite Hotel
      Tel: 2179 8000   D10
39  Midah Hotel KL
      Tel: 2273 9999   G5
40  Mirama Hotel
      Tel: 2148 9122   G6
41  InterContinental KL
      Tel: 2161 1111   C9
42  Novotel Kuala Lumpur 
     City Centre
      Tel: 2147 0888   E8
43  Olympic Sports Hotel
      Tel: 2078 7888  F7
44  Pacific Regency
      Hotel Suite
      Tel: 2332 7777   D7
45  Parkroyal Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2147 0088   F8
46  PNB Darby Park 
      Executive Suites
      Tel: 7490 3333   D10
47  Prince Hotel & 
      Residence Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2170 8888   D10

48  Quality Hotel
      Tel: 2693 9233   C5
49  Renaissance 
      Kuala Lumpur Hotel
      Tel: 2162 2233   D7
50  Residence Hotel
      Tel: 2693 3333  C5
51  Ritz-Carlton 
      Kuala Lumpur Hotel
      Tel: 2142 8000   F9
52  Seri Pacific 
      Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 4042 5555   B5
53  Shangri-La Hotel
      Tel: 2032 2388   D7
54  Sheraton Imperial
      Tel: 2717 9900   D6
55  Stanford Hotel
      Tel: 2691 9833   B6
56  Swiss Garden Hotel
      Tel: 2141 3333   F7
57  Swiss Inn Hotel
      Tel: 2072 3333   G6
58  The Heritage 
      Station Hotel
      Tel: 2273 5588   G5
59  The Legend Hotel 
      Tel: 4042 9888   B5
60  The Lodge
      Tel: 2142 0122   E8
61  The Plaza Hotel
      Tel: 2698 2255   C5
62  The Ritz-Carlton 
      Residences
      Tel: 2142 9000   F9
63  The Royale Bintang
      Tel: 2143 8000   F8
64  The Westin KL
      Tel: 2731 8333   E9
65  The Zon All Suites    
      Residences on the Park
      Tel: 2164 8000   C9
66  Traders Hotel     
       Tel: 2332 9888   D8
67  Tune Hotels.com
      Tel: 7692 5888   C5
68  Vistana Hotel      
       Tel 4042 80000   A5

1. Ampang Park
Tel: 03-2161 7006 C10
2. Avenue K
Tel: 03-2166 7888 C9
3. Berjaya Times Square
Tel: 1-300-888-988 E9
4. City Square
Tel: 03-2162 1566 C10
5. KL Sogo
Tel: 03- 2698 2111 D5
6. Kompleks Kotaraya
Tel: 03-2072 2562 F6
7. Lot 10
Tel: 03-2141 0500 F8

15. The Weld
Tel: 03-2162 3580 E9
16. Yow Chuan Plaza
Tel: 03-2142 9701 C10

8. Low Yat Plaza
Tel: 03-2162 1176 F8
9. Maju Junction
Tel: 03-2772 8550 C5
10. Pertama Complex
Tel: 03-2691 6599 D5
11. Starhill Gallery
Tel: 03-2148 1000 F8
12. Sungei Wang Plaza
Tel: 03-2148 6109 F8
13. Suria KLCC
Tel: 03-2382 2828 D8
14. The Mall
Tel: 03-4042 7122 B5

Shopping Malls:



RAIL TRANSIT NETWORK OF KUALA LUMPUR Getting around in Kuala Lumpur 
is easy. The transit systems 
are efficient, taxis are plenty 
and buses are cheap. The public 
transportation usage peak 
hours are from 7am to 9am and 
4.30pm to 6.30pm during the 
working days.

        By Transit systems
The KL monorail and LRT coaches are 
air-conditioned and comfortable and run 
from 6am to midnight. The systems are 
connected to each other at several points 
and the network covers most parts of the 
city. Fares range from RM0.70 to RM2.80 
per single journey.

        By Taxis
Taxis are easily available at hotels or at 
taxi stands. Fares start at RM3 for the 
first kilometre and RM0.10 for every 115 
metres thereon. There is a 50% sur-
charge on the metered fare from mid-
night to 6am and a baggage charge of 
RM1 per piece stored in the boot. There 
is also an additional RM1 for 3rd passen-
ger (maximum 4 in a car). For an extra 
charge of RM2, you can book a taxi by 
phone.

        By Ecovans
Ecovans can accommodate up to 5 pas-
sengers. They serve mainly guests at 
major hotels and follow the fare structure 
of taxis but charge RM4 instead of RM2 
for the first kilometre.

        By Buses
Buses serve all parts of Kuala Lumpur 
with fares beginning from RM1. Some 
hotels also offer free bus shuttle services 
to major shopping malls in the city. 

        KL Hop-on/Hop-off Bus Service 
Links you to 40 attractions around the 
city with 22 designated stops. 8.30am 
to 8.30pm. Ticket: RM38 with discounts 
for locals, senior citizens, students and 
children. 03-2691 1382

Getting to the Airport

    KLIA Ekspres: The journey takes 
about 30 minutes from KL Sentral and 
the fare is RM35 per person per way. 
There is also check-in facility at KL Sen-
tral for some airlines.

        Taxi: The fare from the city centre to 
the airport is RM60 – RM90 per taxi.

        Eco Transit: Eco Transit can accom-
modate up to 5 adults and has a fixed 
fare of RM130/ trip.

    Limousine: Can be arranged with 
the hotel concierge and fare range from 
RM100 – RM200.

Coaches To KLIA and/or LCCT

The 1-hour journey costs between RM9 
and RM25 per person.

• Airport Coach - 03-8787 3894
• Sky Bus - 03-6201 2742
• Aerobus - 017-363 3255
• The Star Shuttle - 03-4043 8811

Transportation

        Air Travel
• KL International Airport Sepang
   03-8776 2000
• LCC Terminal - KLIA 
   03-8777 8888
• Domestic Airport - Subang 
   03-7846 7777
• KL CAT (City Air Terminal) 
   03-2267 8000

        Domestic Airlines
• MAS 03-7843 3000
• MAS Reservation Number
  1 300 88 3000
• AirAsia 03-8775 4000
• Berjaya Air 03-7846 8228
• FireFly 03-7845 4543
• Fly Asian Xpress (fax) 
   03-8660 4343

        Rail
• KL Sentral 03-2274 7435
• KLIA Ekspres 03-2267 8000
• KTM 03-2267 1200
• Rapid KL 03-7625 6999
• KL Monorail 03-2273 1888

        Car Rental
• Apex 03-2142 1926
• Avis 03-2142 0166
• Orix 03-2142 3009
• Hertz 03-2148 6433
• Mayflower 03-2279 1188
• Sintat 03-2145 7988

        Taxis
• Radio Cab 03-9221 7600
• Airport Limo Meet & Greet 
   03-8787 3678
• Saujana Cab 03-2162 8888
• Comfort Taxi 03-8024 2727
• Eco Transit 03-5512 2266
• Supercab 03-7805 5333
• Outstation Taxi 03-2078 0213

Emergency Services
• KL Tourist Police (24 hours) 
   03-2166 8322
• Police & Ambulance 
   999 or 112 (mobile phones)
• Fire & Rescue 994
• KL City Council 03-2691 6011

Tourism Offices
• Malaysia 1-300-88-5050
• Tourism Centre (24-hour) 
   03-2164 3929
• Kuala Lumpur 03-2693 6661
• Penang 04-261 9067
• Johor 07-222 3591
• Terengganu 09-622 1433
• Sabah 088-248 698
• Sarawak 082-246 575
• Kedah 04-731 2311
• Pahang 09-747 7520
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THE HOTTEST
RACE IS BACK!

The F1 FORMULA 1 logo, F1, FORMULA 1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, MALAYSIA GRAND PRIX and related marks are trade marks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula One group company. All rights reserved. 

GET YOUR TICKETS FROM RM169.60
Experience adrenaline-fueled entertainment, with Malaysia’s premier four-wheel 
race and a multi-Grammy award winner USHER LIVE on stage at the 18th edition 
of the Malaysia Grand Prix.

• All tickets prices are inclusive of GST.  • Each ticket is valid for a 3-day admission.
• FREE entry for children under 7 years old but no seat will be allocated.
• Ticket cannot be refunded under any circumstances. • Terms and conditions apply.  

TITLE SPONSOR

MAP
STAR STAND

* subject to changes

B

PRAYER ROOM

F&B AREA (FOOD TRUCK)

MAIN STAGE
MAIN ENTRANCE

PRAYER ROOM

LED SCREEN

OTHER TICKET
HOLDERS AREA

STAR STAND
TICKET AREA

VVIP DECK

LED SCREEN

LED SCREEN

AFTER RACE CONCERT
DATE: SUNDAY, 2 OCT. 2016

TIME: 5.00PM

*All race ticket holders can enter the After-Race Concert

TICKET CATEGORY PRICE
(RM)

CHILD PRICE
50% (RM)
(7-12 YEARS)

Mercedes AMG Petronas Tribune (Emerald)     SOLD OUT SOLD OUT

Ferrari Tribune (Crystal)     2,230.24 1,525.34

Red Bull Racing Tribune (Jade)     1,880.44 1,350.44

Main Grandstand - Sapphire 1,876.20 939.16

Main Grandstand - Emerald 1,876.20 939.16

Main Grandstand - Ruby 1,409.80 705.96

Main Grandstand - Crystal 1,293.20 647.66

Main Grandstand - Turquoise 943.40 472.76

Main Grandstand - Jade 943.40 472.76

Main Grandstand - Garnet 710.20 356.16

Main Grandstand - Topaz 604.20 303.16

Main Grandstand - Citrine 360.40 181.26

Main Grandstand - Tower 466.40 234.26

Grandstand K1 699.60 350.86

Grandstand F 296.80 149.46

Star Stand (at B Hillstand) 183.38 93.28

Star Stand package (at B Hillstand) 225.78 135.68

C2 Hillstand Covered 169.60 85.86

C2 Hillstand Covered Package 212.00 128.26

TICKET HOTLINE +603 8778 2222
www.sepangcircuit.com   #experienceredef1ned

@sepangcircuit@sepangcircuit sepangcircuit

TICKET BOOTH STAR STAND & C2 HILLSTAND
PACKAGE

Tropicana City Mall 
Ground Floor, In between Caffe Pascucci & Starbucks 
Coffee, Facing Main Entrance & Main Atrium
• Date : 19th  Aug - 30th Oct 2016
• Operation Hours : 10.00am - 10.00pm

KLCC 
AR-G, Ground Floor, Ampang Mall, Suria KLCC
• Operation Hours : 10.00 am - 10.00 pm
• Date : 1st Sept  - 30th Oct 2016.

Nu Sentral
Ground Floor (Next to info counter & The Loaf) exactly 
opposite the entrance/exit leading to Monorail Station
• Date : 1st Aug - 30th Oct 2016
• Operation Hours : 10.00am - 10.00pm

*Product image for illustration purposes only. Actual product may vary.


	OFC Final
	IFC-pg1
	pg2-3
	pg4-5
	pg6-11
	pg12-13
	pg14-15
	pg16-23
	pg24-25
	pg26-31
	pg32-40
	pg41
	pg42
	pg43-90
	pg91
	pg92-95
	pg96-101
	pg102-103
	pg104
	IBC
	OBC

