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3 - 5 July
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KLPAc orchEstrA ‘ rhAPsoDy’ 
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3 - 5 July
Kuala lumpur Performing arts 
centre, Stage 1
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klpac Orchestra  
rhapsOdy cOncert 
3 - 5 July 

Influenced by the Romantic Period, 
Rhapsody will take you on a romantic 
journey of love, romance, and emotions 
with some of the 19th century’s best 
classical pieces. The programme 
includes Sergei Rachmaninoff’s 
‘Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini’ and 
George Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’. 
It also features Otto Nicolai’s ‘The Merry 
Wives of Windsor Overture’, Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky’s ‘Serenade in C for Strings: 
Elegie’ and Camille Saint-Saëns’s 
‘Danse Bacchanale’.
 
Venue:
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre, 
Stage 1.

ramadan festival
18 June - 17 July

Celebrated in honour of the Muslim fasting month, this festival features a variety 
of religious programmes such as Terawih Perdana at Dataran Merdeka (Terawih 
prayers); festive shopping, Tilawah & Khatam Al-Quran (Quran recital) in 
Kelantan, Islamic tourism (ITC), Ramadan bazaar, Forum Perdana Ramadan, 
performance by embassies, preaching by international imams and many more.

Venue
Merdeka Square, Kuala Lumpur
www.motac.gov.my

singapOre malaysia JOint dance fiesta
3 - 5 July

Co-hosted by organisers from both countries, the Singapore Malaysia Joint 
Dance Fiesta 2015 aims to bring together dancers from around the world to 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia for three days to learn, dance and party!
Event venue at eCity Hotel One City Skypark, USJ 25. 

Venue: eCity Hotel, Jalan USJ 25/1, 47650 Subang Jaya.

danzamomento@gmail.com

GOINGS-ON
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penang durian fair
1 - 31 July

This July, the King of Fruits will be featured 
as the main attraction at the Penang 
Durian Fair. Durian lovers will be enthralled 
by the many types of fresh durians to 
sample as well as delicacies made from 
the fruit. 

Venue: Anjung Indah, Balik Pulau 
& Penang Times Square

7th anniversary unescO WOrld heritage city 
celebratiOn 2015
7 July 

An annual event celebrated in conjunction with the declaration 
of Melaka City as a UNESCO World Heritage City on 7 July 
2008.

Venue: Dataran MBMB, Melaka

penang unescO WOrld heritage city celebratiOn
7 July

Head for Penang during this time of the year and enjoy the many events 
such as cultural and music shows, crafts and exhibits about the history 
of Penang.

Venue: Esplanade, Penang

1malaysia mega sale carnival
27 June - 31 August 

Shopaholic alert! One of the three major 
shopping seasons in the country is back with 
mega shopping excitement, dining options, 
endless entertainment and fun-filled activities!

Shop, eat and celebrate!

Venue: Throughout Malaysia

GOINGS-ON
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the taste Of Water
4 - 11 July

The Actors Studio Seni Theatre Rakyat proudly presents 
the taste of water by Calvin Wong, a project under the 
New Malaysian Works Grant for script writing.
Janet and Lily Tan are roommates and newfound 
friends. The story follows a year of their lives as Janet 
and Lily struggle with the realities of living on their 
own, their relationship with family, and the fragility of 
young relationships.
The Taste of Water is a play about what it’s like to 
be young in Malaysia – the never-ending balancing 
act between finding themselves and trying to get 
somewhere in life – wherever that actually is.
 
Venue: 
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre, Pentas 2

internatiOnally acclaimed pianist david 
glen hatch & his american prOtégés 
7 July

This four-time Grammy nominee will be performing with 
his award-winning students in a concert of favourite 
classical showpieces. A music critic said of David Glen 
Hatch’s performance, “The vast audience was touched 
from the grace and sublime skill of one of the great 
American pianists. The emotion in his playing touched 
the core of the soul.” Prepare to be moved by these 
dazzling musical artistes!
  
Venue:
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre, Pentas 1

hari raya aidilfitri
17 - 18 July

After a month of fasting from dawn to dusk, Hari Raya 
Aidilfitri represents an annual milestone for Muslims 
everywhere. On this day, Muslims attend special 
morning prayers, visit cemeteries of deceased loved 
ones and feast on a glorious traditional spread with 
friends and family. Decked in traditional finery, this 
auspicious day is celebrated with joy. 

Venue: Nationwide

GOINGS-ON
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Outcast dance shOW 2015 
24 - 26 July

Running on its 6th consecutive year, the 
Outcast Dance Show will feature all-new 
entertaining and spectacular dance numbers. 
Performed by the students and instructors of 
Outcast Dance Studio, this event is not to 
be missed by anyone interested in dance. 
Dance styles performed include Salsa, Latin/
Ballroom, Belly Dance, Acrobatic Show 
Dance, Jazz/Contemporary and Pole Dance.

Venue:
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts  
Centre, Pentas 2

heart & sOul charity cOncert 
2015 
24 - 26 July

The Philharmonic Society of Selangor presents 
Heart & Soul Charity Concert 2015. Join the 
Philharmonic’s 100-strong choir members as 
they present songs that uplift the heart and 
soothe the soul.

Venue: 
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre, Pentas 1

the lOvesical by amanda leOng ying huey
11 - 12 July

Musicals within a musical. The Lovesical is a timeless piece in a nameless 
city where two people meet. Directed by the International College 
Malaysia’s very own Amanda Leong with Observers’ Playground.

Venue: Black Box, Damansara Performing Arts Centre

la bayadere
15 - 16 July

La Bayadere tells the story of Nikiya, a temple dancer and Solor the 
warrior. In love with each other yet kept apart by vengeful suitors, Nikiya 
and Solor battle against their circumstances to be together. Will they beat 
the odds and finally live happily ever after? Watch the story unfold live 
this July 25 & 26 at Istana Budaya.

Venue: Istana Budaya

GOINGS-ON
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bigbang made in malaysia WOrld tOur
24 - 25 July

BIGBANG is back in Kuala Lumpur! Organised by IME Productions, this 
K-pop mega band’s performance is not to be missed. The tour is launched in 
conjunction with BIGBANG’s upcoming album MADE, produced after a short 
break from performing together as a group.

Venue: Putra Indoor Stadium, Kuala Lumpur

afrO-latin invasiOn malaysia 2015
24 - 26 July

Get ready for an Afro-Latin fusion Invasion in Malaysia this July. There will be 
dance performances, competitions, and three days of intensive dance workshop 
with experienced dance instructors from across the globe. 

Venue: Wisma OCM, Jalan Hang Jebat, 50000 Kuala Lumpur.
www.kizomba.asia/events

“can yOu keep a secret?” 
by WOmen’s aid OrganizatiOn
1-22 of July

Can You Keep a Secret?” is a ceramic 
art installation by Women’s Aid 
Organisation (WAO) from 23 June on 
Level G3 of Publika. Handmade by 
artist James Seet from Arc Worldwide, 
the pieces will feature real stories of 
domestic abuse survivors. Guests are 
given a haunting look into their thoughts 
and true experiences, masked by 
excuses that justify why they stay. It aims 
to highlight the need for bystanders to 
speak up about domestic violence. The 
installation will be on display in Publika 
until 22 July before being turned into a 
moving exhibit.

Venue: Publika

GOINGS-ON

14 l KL LIFESTYLE



travel trails- sOngs frOm 
arOund the WOrld
31 July -2 August

The Vochale Project (TVP) is an all-ladies 
acappella vocal ensemble consisting of 
members from various vocal backgrounds 
coming together to celebrate the same 
passion for singing and performing.

Travel Trails takes you on a journey 
through songs from around the world. 
From American folk to the heart of Brazil, 
travelling back in ancient Japan to the 
deserts of Africa, across the waters to 
Indonesia and back with works from 
Malaysian composers, the show promises 
an evening with equal parts of serene, 
spiritual and buoyancy as they perform 
music of both young and old across the 
continents, grazing various genres of 
classical, contemporary, celtic and pop.

Venue: Petaling Jaya Live Arts

mardi maeps trail run 2015
26 July

Whether you are a seasoned competitor, freshman or leisure runner, 
MARDI MAEPS Trail Running 2015 will be a new experience for 
many as unchartered routes have been explored with the participants’ 
interests at heart. Will it be 18km, 12km or 6km for you this year? 
Challenge yourself to breathe the freshest air and do your bit to 
support the important organisations that are doing their part to heal 
mother earth. Activities such as tower watching, orbing or therapeutic 
patting of horses at the equine centre.

Venue: MAEPS, Laman 2. 

www.maeps.com.my/index.php/destination/lifestyle-park

blOOdrunner 2015
31 July

Here’s your chance to be chased by a werewolf and run around 
as one too! Bloodrunner is a non-competitive fun run open to all 
regardless of age. It is a theme-based 8km run through the streets 
and trails of Putrajaya with a theatrical showcase combined with fun 
obstacles. It is Asia’s first Midnight Urban Obstacle Fun Run.

Venue: Taman Cabaran, Putrajaya

GOINGS-ON







TerminaTor Genesiys
2 July

When John Connor (Jason Clarke), leader of 
the human resistance, sends Sgt. Kyle Reese 
(Jai Courtney) back to 1984 to protect Sarah 
Connor (Emilia Clarke) and safeguard the 
future, an unexpected turn of events creates 
a fractured timeline. Now, Sgt. Reese finds 
himself in a new and unfamiliar version of 
the past, where he is faced with unlikely 
allies, including the Guardian (Arnold 
Schwarzenegger), dangerous new enemies, 
and an unexpected new mission: To reset the 
future.

Genre: sci-Fi, adventure 

Cast: arnold schwarznegger, emilia Clarke, 
Jai Courtney.

sTunG
2 July 2015

A fancy garden party turns into the worst possible nightmare 
when a colony of killer wasps mutates into seven-foot tall 
predators. The film is directed by Benni Diez.

Genre: Comedy, Horror, romance

Cast: matt o’Leary, Jessica Cook, Clifton Collins Jr.

WHiLe We’re younG
2 July 2015

Josh and Cornelia, a childless married couple in their mid-forties, 
start to feel left out after realising that their other friends are already 
having children. In comes a young hipster couple, Jamie and Darby, 
who soon catch their attention. As the older couple gets to know the 
younger couple better, they start to hang out and get reminded of 
what it`s like to be young again.

Genre: Comedy, Drama

Cast: naomi Watts, Ben stiller,  
amanda seyfried, adam Driver.

18 l KL LIFESTYLE



a LiTTLe CHaos
9 July 2015

Kate Winslet stars as Sabine De Barra, a 
female landscape gardener who has been 
invited to construct the grand gardens at the 
Palace of Versailles. This places her at the very 
centre of the court of King Louis XIV. When 
she encounters the King while he is out on a 
leisurely stroll, it starts a quiet spark between  
the two.

Genre: Comedy, Drama, romance

Cast: Kate Winslet, alan rickman,  
matthias schoenaerts, stanley Tucci.

mission: impossiBLe roGue naTion
30 July 2015

Tom Cruise returns as IMF agent Ethan Hunt, who is now being tracked 
down by The Syndicate a highly-trained organisation of rogue assassins 
that kill on order. Ethan and his colleagues have to take down The 
Syndicate before it gets the chance to destroy IMF.

Genre: action, adventure, Thriller

Cast: Tom Cruise, simon pegg, Jeremy renner, alec Baldwin.

marveL’s anT-man
16 July 2015

Armed with the astonishing ability to shrink in scale 
but increase in strength, con man Scott Lang must 
embrace his inner-hero and help his mentor, Dr. Hank 
Pym, protect the secret behind his spectacular Ant-
Man suit from a new generation of towering threats. 
Against seemingly insurmountable obstacles, Pym and 
Lang must plan and pull off a heist that will save the 
world.

Genre: action, sci-Fi

Cast: paul rudd, michael Douglas, evangeline Lilly, 
Corey stoll, Judy Greer, Bobby Cannavale.

 KL LIFESTYLE l 19 



Tengku Chanela Jamidah

Beauty and grace, elegance and taste
By Kathlyn UrsUla D’soUza

She was all poise and grace, gliding into the hotel lobby with a kind face 
and a friendly smile. this petite lady was relaxed, doe-eyed and fresh-faced but 

despite her diminutive and adorable stature, she has an entire empire behind her.  
she is a mother, fashion designer, traveller and go-getter.

We caught up with her in between her hectic schedule for a chat  
and a fabulously enjoyable photo shoot. 

20 l KL LIFESTYLE
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Well, as per norm and tradition, tell us about 
yourself.
I come from mixed parentage – my mother is american Filipina 
and my father is Malay. I grew up in a couple of different places. 
When I was little I was in Malaysia but I grew up in the Us. 

On discovering your passion for fashion
I spent a lot of time with my family in the Us as I’ve mentioned 
earlier, and I was exploring and finding myself as a teenager. I 
guess that’s when I fell in love with fashion. as a young child, I 
would always see my mother getting dressed up and dolled up in 
her wonderful Escada, Moschino, Chanel … that was how I got 
my name from [laughs]. 

I grew up watching her do that and I felt that I enjoyed dressing 
up at the same time. When I was younger, in the Us, I would 
always have a certain look because I was so into trends. When 
I was there, it was hip hop. and a lot of my friends would dress 
up in that style. I would also follow. I was very much into pop 
culture. 

It was a form of expressing myself, from the very beginning.

We were quite the entertainers – my family –  we would always 
do parties, dress up and have dinner parties and we would 
entertain during Christmas. It was always a form of creativity 
and expression for us. I came back and then went to australia 
to study. and it was all about music. I also dressed the part right 
there [laughs].

I always felt that I wanted to look different. I wanted to be the 
first to wear a certain piece, or a certain style. I wanted to be 
at the forefront, since the very beginning. and I used to collect 
magazines like Vogue. It continued and naturally evolved into 
finding my own style.

I started doing shoots when I was 17 and hosted chart shows 
as well. I was also the finalist for the MtV VJ hunt, so it (fashion) 
was something that I was exposed to at all times. so when I 
started working, I went into the luxury retail line, and from there 
I ventured into my own business. and that was when I started 
Ultra.

On Ultra
Ultra was the beginning of my involvement with fashion in 
Malaysia. I was into ann de Meulemeester and rick owen, and 
their concept was dark, edgy, deep, moody – which at the time, 
brought out a different side of me. so Ultra was a reflection of 
that, and in a way a part that I felt I needed to connect with. the 

way I connected with it was as a woman, as a mother, thinking 
of the future of my child. 

at that time, the documentary “Inconvenient truth” came out, 
and that’s when I realised that climate change was something 
that was an immediate threat that all of us had to face and be 
aware of. so I began with bath-care products, and it evolved 
into Ultra line, which comprised ethical, sustainable, repurposed 
and recycled materials that Jonathan liang and tengku syahmi 
designed. Both were the most promising designers at the time, 
and I’d just met them and something clicked and we got along 
like a house on fire. It was the first project that we did together, 
so it was fun. the response that we got from the local and 
international media was amazing. 

On Ultra10
I developed Ultra10, which is a collection of ten pieces that 
one could wear throughout the year. some of the pieces in the 
collection were multi-purpose, meaning that there was a skirt 
that you could turn into pants. We launched it in shanghai, 
with my partner anita hawkins, who is a creative nut. the Ultra 
10 collection received a lot of press around the world, and 
it also won the Innovation in Design and sourcing award at 
Britain’s Ethical Fashion Forum. It was amazing … what we did, 
especially as a Malaysian brand.

We even got the attention of Pharell’s company – Bionic yarn – 
in new york, and we wanted to do a collaboration with them. 
But the thing was, I thought it was a bit premature. and the 
fabrics that I could play with were a bit limited. the Malaysian 
market just wasn’t ready for this kind of line. so, we moved on 
to different things. I focused on Jonathan liang, with him creating 
his own line. It evolved from there. When he shifted to Paris, I let 
go of my responsibilities as his partner and I developed Curated 
Editions.

On Curated Editions
We sell luxury handbags, accessories and our own Curated 
Editions line. We have a showroom in singapore. through that, 
we channel luxury bags at slightly less than retail pricing. I source 
all my handbags from Europe, and we sell everything from 
Chanel to Givenchy. so far, the response has been very good. 
now I’ve changed it to Chic Editions, and it’s a good sustaining 
business, as we have our own customer base here in Malaysia. 
that’s when I thought, “oK, now I want to do something new!” 
I think you have to evolve as a person, you need to constantly 
challenge yourself, otherwise you’ll get bored, you know? so 
that’s when my partner and I decided to launch thavia.

22 l KL LIFESTYLE
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On Using Instagram and calling yourself a  
“social media addict”
I use Instagram as the main platform to expand and grow 
my business. It is instant, and I work through Whatsapp and 
Instagram. I have to always be on Instagram to see what’s new 
and what’s current. a lot of people have used Instagram as a 
tool for expansion, and it’s successful.
 
On your own style
I would say … “effortless”. I don’t like to put too much thought 
into an outfit, and I’d prefer it if I were comfortable. I don’t like to 
suffer so much! [laughs]. I like that model-off-duty effortless look. 
at times, I do love to dress up when I’m going for events but for 
an everyday look, I love casual pieces. 

On kids
My kids are my world. all my sacrifices I make now, all the hard 
work I put into building my business is for them. at the end of the 
day I would like to leave something for them, to pass something 
on to them, so they may be involved as they become adults in 
the future. as a working mother, you carry all this guilt around but 
don’t ever let it consume you. I read an article recently saying 
that the children of working mothers tend to be more ambitious 
and go farther in life. the daughters become high-achievers and 
the sons become more involved in taking an active part in their 
family’s lives. I just want to set an example for my children, so 
they know the meaning of hard work and that they realise money 
does not grow on trees. For a woman, especially, it is important 
to have your own income and to be independent, so that in the 

event you need to provide for your family, you will know what to 
do.

Most treasured memories of Ramadan and Raya
I enjoyed ramadan when I was a child, when I used to celebrate 
it in Pahang. I really felt it. My family would get together and we 
would play with fireworks, hang out, have sleepovers, go to the 
beach and do Istana visits. We would give out raya packets to 
the kids. also, the authentic food … But things have changed, 
and the excitement of that was mainly during childhood.

Celebrations this year
Well, when you’re married you have to follow your husband, 
so I’m going to have to celebrate it in selangor. We’re going to 
celebrate it at the Istana in shah alam, and my in-laws are there 
too. It’s also the first raya for my son.

Future expectations
I’ve always wanted to do a raya collection. I feel like I need to 
do that in the future. I love baju kurung, and I am more traditional 
when it comes to that. 

Advice for budding fashion designers
Know yourself, and expose yourself to fashion as well. not just 
to the local fashion but overseas too. look to the big designers 
and find yourself. see who you want to emulate and who you 
are inspired by. Work towards that and do not limit yourself to 
Malaysia, but think forward and ahead. that is where you will 
learn the most in terms of fabric, texture and finishing. 

 

“Raya is a time to think about who you are as a person, to do charitable 
things and reflect on yourself. It is also a time to be at peace with yourself. 

You should slow down, think about your family and others, be understanding 
and patient. All in all, it is a time to cleanse and nourish your soul.”

yM tengku Chanela Jamidah 
tengku Ibrahim with children 
tengku Ibrahim and thalia Cara
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“thavia is a combination of two names. angie – my 
partner – named her daughter olivia, and my daughter’s 
name is thalia. so we did ‘thavia’. that’s how obsessed 
we are with our kids!

It’s basically fashion and kids – very family-oriented. our 
work is our life. We enjoy the hustle and bustle of fashion 
… going to the shows, events, meeting new designers 
and going to Fashion Weeks and travelling. 

thavia is inspired fashion. angie and I do not have 
designer backgrounds, so we select looks and edit them 
to look more like us, and more like what the Malaysian 
people would want out of fashion.

that’s because you know, you have these brands like 
Givenchy and Balmain and they’re not so attainable. 
Many people want to have that look, but they cannot 
because it is either unavailable here or is too expensive 
for them. With that in mind, we wanted to make it more 
accessible to the market. It is essentially runway looks or 
street-style looks by your favourite fashion bloggers. the 
looks they wear, we want everybody to be able to get 
that look.

so that is thavia.

Production is really a nightmare, as it takes up a lot of 
time and it’s your whole life, having a fashion line. I think 
you need people to believe in your dream and in your 
direction.

I feel like Malaysia needs this kind of fashion, this kind 
of label and this kind of brand. Fast-fashion. We cater 
to the high-street market, to the people who shop at 
zara, topshop and h&M as the items more or less 
fall in that price range. 

We are going to go all-out for this, we are going  
to expand. 

We’re going retail in the future, but slowly.  
We’ll get there.

I’ve got big dreams for thavia.”
- tengku Chanela Jamidah

Follow Thavia on Instagram: @thaviax
Or browse through www.thaviax.com
Or email them at thaviateam@gmail.com

What is THAVIA all about?
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Fostering The Best with David

The Hitman and Friends to perform in Malaysia for the most  
anticipated performance of the year.

I
f you like music, you’ve probably been touched by the 
works of David Foster, or also fondly referred to as the 
Hitman. David Foster is undeniably one of the most 
successful record producers in history. With a personal motto 
of “compromise breeds mediocrity”, Foster has approached 

everything in more than four decades of his musical career as 
a musician, songwriter, producer and recording artist with such 
passion and determination. 

“As I’ve always said, good is the enemy of great. It’s so easy 
to be good but being great is where it’s all worth it”. This 
philosophy has led to an amazing journey of success that great 
musicians such as Barbara Streisand, Celine Dion, Michael 
Buble and even Malaysia’s very own soulful songbird, Yuna 
have trusted him with their voices. “I operate under the guiding 
principle that if I love something, millions of others will love it, 
too.”

After decades of arranging, producing hit records and creating 
the crème de la crème of the music industry, Foster stepped out 
in 2008 taking his rightful place as a performer and has since 
been hosting “Hitman: David Foster & Friends”, a legendary 
performance that celebrates the music and stars from Foster’s 
astounding musical record.  

Canadian born Foster was the son of a maintenance yard 
superintendant and a homemaker. His expedition into the 
music world began on a fateful day when his mother who was 
dusting the family piano accidentally hit one of the keys and 
was startled when David correctly called out “That’s an E!” thus 
discovering that he had the ultimate pitch. At the tender age of 
4, Foster began studying the piano. 

Before creating award-winning albums that collectively have 
been sold in the hundreds of millions, Foster received a 
priceless piece of advice from the infamous musical legend, 
Quincy Jones, “He said to me, ‘if something isn’t exactly the 
way you think it should be, don’t put your name on it.’ His 
words of advice had a great impact on me, and since then 
I’ve always fought for my artistic vision.” He added, “I work 
on the notion that if I love something, then millions of others 
will love it too” and millions of others indeed love and take 
pleasure in what Foster has worked so hard to achieve.  

Besides making great music for generations before and 
generations to come his life mission, Foster also dedicates 
a part of his life to charitable work. “My love of music has 
brought me many rewards, and I feel the need to give back to 
others less fortunate as often as possible,” said Foster. Devoted 
to providing financial aid to Canadian families with children 
in need of organ transplants, he created the David Foster 
Foundation in 1985. Foster has also contributed to over 400 
charities raising millions of dollars for worthy causes. 

With 16 Grammy Awards, a star on Hollywood’s Walk of 
Fame and an illustrious career of working with a wide array of 
artists ranging from Hall & Oates to N’Sync, there is no doubt 
in mind that Foster is a man whose talent is transcendental and 
everlasting. 

Catch the most anticipated performance of the year, “Hitman: 
David Foster & Friends” Asia Tour on the 14th of August at 
Genting’s Arena of Stars featuring international artists, Peter 
Cetera, Natalie Cole, Boyz II Men, Ruben Studdard and 
Jackie Evancho. 

BY NADHIRAH BADARDIN
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BIG BANG :  
MADE in Malaysia World Tour

MaDe to succeed 

BY NADHIRAH BADARDIN

FeaTures
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BIGBANG is the biggest K-pop 
boy band in South Korea with 
arguably the most international 
recognition to their name. 
Known for their impeccable 

choreography and amazing stage props 
and visuals, they even beat Britney Spears 
for the Best Worldwide Act at the 2011 
MTV EMAs. And that’s pretty major, 
considering they only debuted in 2006. 

This mega band consists of five distinct and 
colourful characters nicknamed G-Dragon, 
T.O.P, Taeyang, Daesung and Seungri. 
With a sound that combines pop, hip-hop 
and EDM, the dreamy boys of BIGBANG 
are out to take on the world. 
This month in Kuala Lumpur, K-pop fans 
are sure to be swarming the Putra Indoor 
Stadium, Kuala Lumpur to catch the most 
anticipated K-pop event of the year in 
Malaysia. The visually and energetically 
stunning tour is held in conjunction 
of their upcoming album MADE, a 
comeback album after a brief hiatus of the 
quintet. “We are definitely excited to be 
performing together again. We feel that 
we are complete when we are on stage 
together and so we decided to come back 
as a group again with MADE.” The 
world tour consists of 15 countries 
and 70 concerts with a swanky 
production team comprising of 
Ed Burke and LeRoy Bennet, two 
producers who previously worked 
with big names such as  
Rihanna and Beyonce. 

With fans in Malaysia welcoming the 
comeback of BIGBANG, it is no surprise 
that most of the seats were snapped up 
within a few hours of ticket sales opening. 
The response for the concert was so 
overwhelming that the organisers decided 
to add another day to the tour. And this is 
not the only venue they have had to add 
another date to. This will be the first time 
they will be performing as a group again in 
Malaysia after their first visit in 2012. 

BIGBANG has such a huge fan base that 
their newest release “Loser” which emerged 
last month has over 34 million views on 
YouTube and counting!

BIGBANG has sold out many concerts 
across the globe, making them pandemic. 
Their performances are always so 
meticulously planned, visually stunning and 
just all-around amazing.
Even recently, the trailer editors of Pitch 
Perfect 2 introduced the catchy hook of 

“Fantastic Baby”, the first hit song that led 
to the band’s groundbreaking attainment.  

The BIGBANG legacy would not have 
been as gigantic of a success if it weren’t 
for the die-hard fans in various parts of 
the world. “In Peru, we couldn’t believe 
that there were thousands of fans lined up 
at the airport, hotel and concert venue. 
They were outside singing our songs! 
We thought we were in an amusement 
park while we were resting in our rooms 
because of all the screaming. We are 
extremely thankful to all the fans. It is an 
amazing feeling to be so welcomed by 
and loved by our fans” the group said.

BIGBANG will be stopping by in 
Malaysia on July 24 and 25, 2015 at 
the Putra Indoor Stadium, Kuala Lumpur for 
a phenomenal performance. Tickets start 
from RM288.00, price inclusive of 6% 
GST.
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Memories of

Hani Fadzil:  
Radio Announcer, TV Presenter

The thought of Ramadhan will always make me feel 
fuzzy and warm inside. It reminds me so much of my 
late grandmother. It amazes me how my Tok Mak 
could juggle doing housework, taking care of her 
grandchildren while our parents were at work, and 
still be able to prepare delicious and out of the world 
dishes for our family’s Iftar. And of course I was always 
in the kitchen, wanting to help but in the end creating 
a mess with the other little cousins. She would nag all 
the way but always let us “help” her every time. 

Alana Azlan: Writer  
& Spoken Word Poet

It’s tough to pinpoint my fondest memory 
of Ramadhan as the month normally just 
passes in a blurry state of hunger, but 
one of the memorable moments I can 
recall happening during the Holy Month 
is when my mother cooks our Iftar meal 
last year. This is a phenomenon is our 
house because my mother rarely has the 
time to cook, but when she does, magic 
happens. I would watch as she pours 
soy sauce into the wok full of chicken to 
be made into ‘adobo’ and observe how 
she’d slice the tomatoes for the salad. 
When it is all but done, I’d bring out the 
dishes to the dining table, and it would 
only be around 6.30. Looking at the 
food that is right in front of you when you 
cannot eat it yet teaches you patience, 
which is what Ramadhan is all about. 
As an adult, I can appreciate why we 
have to do this every month, not just 
from a religious standpoint, but also as a 
reminder that good things come to those 
who wait. 

Sara Ikmal: Account Executive

Not a lot of people I know will wake up for more than 
a quick drink in the morning for sahur. But Mama has 
always been a devoted and excellent cook, so sahur 
for my family usually means a full on breakfast, sitting 
around the dining table. There is nothing quite like 
last night’s homemade curry, paired with rice and a 
freshly fried egg, topped with sweet soy sauce. But 
the best part of these Ramadhan pre-dawn hours? 
Sleep deprived jokes all around, family bonding over 
food and a daily dose of my brother’s Sahur morning 
commentary titled “I Am Not Who I Am At 4 a.m.”. 
Here is to another fruitful upcoming Ramadhan! 

The Holy month of Ramadhan is a month when Muslims fast from dawn to dusk as 
a part of understanding the strife of the less fortunate. In its truest form, Ramadhan 
is all about the pursuit of spiritual elevation and everyone celebrates it differently.. 

This month, we asked a few friends and personalities of ours on the  
memories of Ramadhan engraved in their hearts. 

By NAdHIRAH BAdARdIN

Fynn Jamal:  
Poet, Singer, and Songwriter

I had always been broke back in my university years. 
No matter how frequent Abah reminded him to ask him 

for my allowance, I tried my best not to. He was only 
a school bus driver. Once I was so broke, my fixed 

Iftar would be tap water. I would stay in the toilet for a 
while so my friends would think I went out. When I am 
back in my dorm, I would force myself to sleep all the 
way for my Sahur with (again) tap water. I remember 

the joy of being asked if I want my friends’ leftover 
food. I will never forget these Ramadhans. 
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4. You’re in the spotlight for being one 
of the most promising and exciting 
Malaysian music acts, and you’re quite 
a gem. Tell us about your new album. 
Let’s Be Adult was released earlier this 
year.  It’s my 4th album. It took three 
years to put together.  I did everything 
for the album, from the composition, 
performing, producing to mixing.  It’s 
a piano-driven electropop album.  
Musically it’s inspired by 70s singer-
songwriters, and it also has a bit of a 
nu-disco vibe here and there.

5. We suspect that there is a bit of Daft 
Punk influence in your music. Are there 
any other artistes that you look up to?
Yeah, I’m a big Daft Punk fan, they’re a 
big influence.  I listen to everything, so 
it’s difficult for me to narrow down what 
I like… the list will go on for pages and 
pages.  I’m currently really enjoying the 
new album from Jamie XX.

6. That being said, how would you 
personally describe your own music?
Pop music for the soul.

There’s a catchy new song 
being played on the radio 
frequently these days 
(“Introverts” by OJ Law) and 
it is most inspiring and pride-

evoking to find that it was single-
handedly written, recorded and 
produced by a budding artiste from 
our own shores. 

OJ released his latest album, “Let’s 
Be Adult”, in March, 2015, a 
compilation of singles influenced by 
his personal life and laced with 70s 
pop and contemporary synth-pop. 
His big break came when his album, 
“Yesterday is a Distant Dream” got 
picked for the Malaysian Album of 
the Year award in 2012 and he 
has since been composing more 
infectious music for our ears. 

We spoke to the singer/songwriter/
producer and got to know him a little 
bit more.

1. Share with us a few of your favourite 
dining places, or even coffee haunts. 
There are too many to list!  A lot of 
hawker stalls I don’t know the names of.  
But to name a few off the top of my head, 
MyBurgerLab, Kin Kin Chilli Pan Mee, 
Maria’s Steak House, Mei by Fat Spoon.

2. What are the dishes you like the 
most, and why? (Say maybe 2-3 
dishes?)
Bak Kut Teh. It’s very indulgent. I love the 
combination of the herbal broth, the pork 
belly and the buttery rice. Amazing.

A nice cut of rib-eye steak, cooked rare is 
hard to beat!

3. Do you cook?
Yeah, sometimes in my spare time.  I’m 
not an amazing cook. I can do simple 
pastas or breakfast-y sort of stuff, like 
fry-ups and pancakes.  I’ve been trying 
to learn how to bake sourdough bread, 
but it’s very time consuming. Often I find I 
don’t have enough free time to bake.  You 
pretty much need to set aside 1 ½ days 
to dedicate to making it.

Hello, hello

BY KATHLYn UrSULA D’SOUzA

OJ Law

Maria’s Steak Cafe Kin Kin Chilli Pan Mee Mei by Fat Spoon
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myBurgerLab

7. What do you look forward to 
this year, in terms of career and 
personal life?
Playing more shows, writing more 
music, I think that would be good.

8. Any advice for aspiring 
artistes or for those who wish to 
pursue a career in music here in 
Malaysia?
It’s a tough road.  Don’t get into 
music unless you really want to.  
There’s a lot of highs and lows, 
many sacrifices along the way.  
You need to be your biggest 
champion and your biggest critic 
at the same time.

9. Lastly, what fuels and inspires 
you?
I’m always looking for new music 
to excite me.  When you find that 
song that gives you goosebumps, 
makes you want to dance, or 
provokes some sort of emotion 
inside of you… that’s always 
inspiring to me.
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Sambal Hijau has come a long 
way since its days of only cooking 
about five chickens a day and only 
three people as staff, including 
the founders. Full of dedication in 

offering great Malay-style home cooked food, 
the founders of Sambal Hijau received a rave 
review in 2005 from a gastronomy magazine 
that led to the colossal success of a simple 
restaurant located by the roadside. From a 
simple lot near a traffic light, this family-run 
business has doubled its original size with a 
renovated car park for patrons and almost 40 
employees working shifts to ensure freshness 
of the food for the overflowing crowd at peak 
hours.

A favourite with office workers and residents 
near Kampung Sungai Penchala, this 
restaurant caters to up to 2,000 patrons on a 
normal day. 

We arrived a little before the lunch rush 
started to get our hands on some good 
old-fashioned nasi campur. Even then, the 
newly renovated car park had a notable 
number of cars filling up the space. The 
restaurant upkeeps its warung feel mixed 
in with a contemporary setting to ensure 
an enjoyable dining experience for all. 
Upon entering the restaurant, we were 
greeted by an assortment of Malay and 
Minang-style food. Hungry customers 
swarm a wondrous spread of around 50 
dishes to be eaten with white rice and a 
variety of sambal and ulam (fresh kampung 
greens).  Prices vary from item to item but 
affordable. The usual meat and vegetable 
dishes are considerably cheaper than other 
rare items on the menu such as tendons as 
the process of cooking such dishes is time 
consuming. 

A family’s realm of traditional Malay cuisine 
BY nADHIrAH BADArDIn

Sambal  H i jau
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Gulai Siput Sedut

gulai Tunjang (tendon)

Bubur Sumsum

As big fans of innards, we went straight 
for the tendons as these are cooked 
exceptionally well here. We were told that 
before the tendons are served, they go 
through a series of tendering to avoid them 
from being too chewy and less gamy due 
to the nature of the item.  The price we 
paid for the dish was worth every cent. The 
tendons were so tender that we could cut 
right through the pieces with a slight piercing 
with a spoon and the gravy it swims was so 
fragrant and flavourful that we couldn’t help 
but douse our rice with it. 

We also picked out some diced fried 
tempeh and potatoes tossed in a sweet and 
spicy coating to have with the tendons and 
a serving of fresh Thai-style mango salad. 
The pairing of the dishes were wonderfully 
full-bodied and of course being in a 
restaurant called Sambal Hijau, we couldn’t 
miss out on the mighty green sambal that 
has been spicing up everyone’s lives since 
2005.

 
The selection of grilled seafood and chicken 
is also a notable favourite of customers 
as the chefs ensure the freshness of each 
product. Homemade desserts are also 
served here from a range of the traditional to 
the international such as glutinous rice, cakes 
and sweet crepes .

At night the sought-after mixed rice spread 
is not as various. However, they still serve a 
selection of ala carte meals ready to please 
the night crowd.  Though the restaurant 
seems a little less packed at night, the 
quality of the food does not falter and stays 
true to the Sambal Hijau tradition; only the 
best out of this kitchen. 

Moving forward, the humble folks of this 
mega success story plans to add more items 
to the menu and expand to other areas in 
the Klang Valley to spread the love of great 
home-cooked meals.

Restoran Sambal Hijau 
Lot 2990, Kampung Sungai Penchala,  
(next to Masjid Kuning),  
Jalan Damansara,  
60000 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 03-7731 2045
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A piece of Italy on your plate 
BY KATHLYn UrSULA D’SOUzA

Fatto a Mano

Fatto A Mano is a name 
that draws attention, 
not only because of the 
way Malaysians seem to 
exaggerate the name with 

childish mirth,  but because it is the 
Italian way of saying “made by 
hand”. 

This fairly new Italian joint was 
founded when the team at Fatto A 
Mano thought that there were no other 
casual Italian restaurants on the Telawi 
streets of Bangsar that serve a non-
halal menu, as conveyed  by founder 

Christophe Catron-Michaud. But lucky 
for us they decided to take the plunge 
and opened this relaxed eatery 
serving traditional pastas, Italian 
breads, panini, bruschettas, pizette 
(small thin crust pizzas) and desserts. 

The place speaks simplicity, the 
atmosphere unfussy and fresh, with 
brick walls displaying large pictures 
of fresh tomatoes, eggs and such. It 
is complete with a bar, a long yellow 
banquette and adjoining wooden 
tables and benches. Fatto A Mano 
can easily house 70 people. 

 (non-halal)
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Fatto A Mano
Jalan Telawi 2, Bangsar Baru, 
Kuala Lumpur.  
Open Tues-Sun, 8am-11pm

Pasta Set

Panzanella

Panino Set

Led by Michelin star-trained head chef, 
Frank Denis ruidavent, we got to experience 
Italian classics when we popped by for a 
visit. 

We got the first taste of their new Pasta Set, 
a lovely decadent combination of mac and 
cheese with Bolognese, tomato soup and 
salad. It was remindful of lasagna but it 
tasted like home. Expect a surge of potent 
flavours when you dig into the soup, as it 
is delightfully heady and addictive. We 
ended this setl with a fresh batch of lettuce 
and cherry tomatoes, drizzled with balsamic 
vinegar and lemon dressing. The cherry 
tomatoes were sweet and slightly smoky, a 
welcome combination.

The Panzanella salad came next, a humble 
and demure arrangement of basil, onions, 
grilled cherry tomatoes, croutons, cucumber, 
olives and mozzarella cheese. All this 
topped with extra virgin oil made it a very 
savoury treat. Very light, very pleasing. 

If fish a la Italy is what you are after, 
then the Branzino would serve as a 
benchmark. The sea bass is accompanied 
by tomato broth suffused with saffron, 
sautéed spinach, potato, cherry tomatoes, 
celery, olives and shallot. All come 
together in a spectacular, colourful sight 
and taste. 

Dessert was light and sweet, quite literally, 
with the bomboloni. These mini donuts are 
stuffed with either raspberry jam, vanilla 
custard or nutella. A mini-bomb of flavour. 

Once you’ve tasted a bit of Italy on your 
plate, you are sure to find yourself coming 
back to the good food, artisanal home-
baked bread and pastries. As Catron-
Michaud said, they are not looking to be 
different, rather, friendly and genuine in 
the food they serve.

But it was delicious though, Mamma Mia!
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The best of French food

BY JAnE BEE

Rendez-vous 

T
o begin with, rendez-vous is 
a French restaurant. And no, it 
is not a fine dining restaurant, 
does not serve meagre food 
portiosn and it doesn’t drop a 

bomb on your wallet. 

rendez-vous begs to differ. Don’t expect 
to be greeted by exquisite interior decor 
or waiters dressed in uniform. That’s just 
so not rendez-vous – for it chooses to 
introduce the laidback side of French 
dining. no formality, the need to be 
classy or dressing-up fancy involved. 
Instead, it has a pretty casual and 
relaxing atmosphere. And this is the 
French side that most people are not 
aware of. 

Dining in rendez-vous is a pleasant 
surprise. It is recommended to kickstart 
the meal with the Oyster Platter “Fine 
de claire” (rM24 for 3 pieces, rM42 
for 6 pieces and rM79 for 12 pieces 
of oyster). The oysters are imported 
from Britannia. The succulent oysters 
are neither too creamy nor salty. rather, 
they tantalise your taste buds and you 
just cannot stop raving about the dish. 

Do not miss the cold cuts as well. The 
Plateau repas du terroir (rM99), despite 
the menu suggesting it’s perfect for two, 
the portion actually can cater for three 
to four persons. The portion consists 
of traditional pate, deer pate, rabbit 
pate, parma ham, smoked duck breast, 
gherkins, dry sausage, homemade 
terrine, foei gras terrine, pork rillettes, 
white ham, salad, chef’s selection of 
two cheese and caramelised onions. 

Plateau repas du terroir (2 pax)
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Rendez-vous 

100 Lorong Maarof, 59000 Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2202 0206
Website: www.rendez-vous.com.my

Each ingredient is either made in-house 
or imported from France. Paired with a 
glass of white wine, Lavila Sauvignon 
Blanc (France) 2013 (rM19 per glass, 
rM89 per bottle), let’s just say it’s simply 
perfect. 

rendez-vous also serves traditional 
French food, such as the Moules frite 
sauce au choix (mussels with fries and 
white wine sauce, rM39). One would 
definitely be caught by surprise when 
served with a big bowl that contains 
bountiful mussels soaked in white wine. 
Patrons will usually dip the fries in the 
sauce for extra kick while some will find 
the sauce as good as a soup on its own. 
At rM39, the dish is a real catch. 

Oh, it tastes better with a glass of red 
wine and we would recommend Lavilla 
Cabernet Sauvignon (France) 2013 
(rM19 per glass, rM89 per bottle) as 
accompaniment to the dish! 

Cheese lovers would be head over heels 
when it comes to the cheese platter. At 
only rM8 per piece, one would get 
to indulge in high-quality cheese. Be it 
camenbert, rocamadour (goat cheese), 
fourme d’ambert (blue cheese or 
reblochon, each type of cheese would 
leave one wanting more. The blue 
cheese, in particular, unlike the usual 
blue cheese that has a strong flavour, 
is surprisingly smooth yet flavourful. A 
perfect snack over a glass of red wine 
and casual chat for sure. 

Last but not least, the meal isn’t complete 
without the Crème Brulee Vanille 
(rM12). Everything about it hits the 
green light – be it texture or flavour. And 
no, it does not overwhelm your appetite, 
rather, gently adds a finishing touch that 
sends signals to your brain that you are 
in fact, at the end of a wonderful meal. 

There are plenty of other dishes 
available at rendez-vous as well. And 
just by checking on the price, it will 
leave you amazed and excited. After all, 
rendez-vous uses imported ingredients 
from France, just like every other French 
restaurants in the Klang Valley. Except 
that the price here is three times cheaper 
than at the usual French restaurant. 

The next time you drop by rendez-vous, 
there isn’t a need to feel intimidated. 
Instead, look forward to indulge in good 
food and drown in the casual yet cosy 
atmosphere with friendly staff serving 
you. Oyster Platter “Fine de claire”

Cheese Platter
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A restaurant worthy of your attention
BY JAnE BEE

Hanaya Japanese Dining 

Akita Wagyu Steak

(Pork-Free)

Hanaya Japanese Dining
Lobby Floor, Grand Milennium Kuala Lumpur,  
160 Jalan Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2110 5499
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C
alling all Japanese food 
lovers! 

If fine dining is just not 
your cup of tea, you can 

now opt for a casual dining experience 
at Hanaya Japanese Dining. And in case 
you are not aware of it, the restaurant is 
managed by the same group of people 
that runs Ten Japanese Fine Dining 
restaurant. 

While Ten Japanese Fine Dining veers 
towards the higher-end and exquisite fine 
dining experience, Hanaya Japanese 
Dining offers much affordable traditional 
Japanese cuisine. nevertheless, the 
restaurant retains the food quality and 
hence, one can certainly look forward to 
an unforgettable dining experience. 

We started our food review with Parboiled 
red Snapper Soft roe with Ponzu Sauce. 
The soft roe (refers to fish sperm or sperm-
filled reproductive gland) adds a creamy 
touch to the savoury ponzu sauce. As 
it melted effortlessly in the mouth, we 
couldn’t help but be amazed by it. 

The Oriental Clam Fritters with Grated 
Green Bean Sauce, on the other hand, 
was rather delightful. It neutralise our 

palettes from the strong flavours of the 
first dish. This dish is simple and yet, the 
flavour sits perfectly with the taste buds 
and calms a raging appetite. 

When we were presented with the 
entrée, we were taken aback with 
surprise. It came with five different items- 
botargo (salted dried fish roe), sticky tofu 
skin, bamboo shoots in balsamic vinegar, 
red snapper with mozuku seaweed 
and fried prawns in three colours (with 
nori, ohba leaves and arare). From 
the presentation alone, it was obvious 
that each item is delicately crafted. It is 
sophisticated, a perfect combination that 
highlighted the best of flavours.

Of course, the meal would not be 
complete without sashimi. Our sashimi 
platter came with five assorted seasonal 
seafood – botanebi (botan prawn) with 
cucumber and avocado sauce, seared 
salmon with bonito cream, saba with 
vinaigrette, aoyagi clam (also known 
as surf clam) and Chutoro (medium fatty 
tuna)with spicy gochujang sauce. It was 
prepared to perfection though no soy 
sauce or wasabi was needed. Everything 
blended in so perfectly and we just 
couldn’t get enough  
of the freshness of the seafood. 

The Akita Wagyu steak, coming in three 
slices, was also beyond expectation. It 
was served only with a few pieces of 
fried garlic, daikon, carrot and a touch 
of sea salt and pepper. Yet, it was simply 
glorious. The balance of fat and meat in 
each slice of steak released decadent 
beefy juice that sent our taste buds to 
heaven. Oh, such a robust flavour!  

Up next was Steamed Alfonsino (a 
type of deep water fish) that came with 
Japanese yam and egg white. This dish 
arrived just in time to calm our taste buds 
with its soothing flavour. Exactly what we 
needed to prepare our taste buds for our 
next dish. 

Assorted Seasonal Sashimi

A meal at Hanaya has to come with the 
chef’s recommended seasonal sushi. Any 
sushi lover would definitely have their mind 
blown away by the chef’s recommended 
seasonal sushi– Our platter came with 
kampachi (amberjack), hotate (scallop), 
uni (sea urchin), Otoro (tuna belly) and 
sardine. Hanaya did not disappoint for 
each piece of sushi was simply beyond 
goodness. Once in the mouth, it melted 
effortlessly, revealing the taste of the 
ocean. And we just closed our eyes and 
took the time to indulge ourselves in this 
sensation. 

While there are a lot of interesting dishes 
in the menu, we would recommend you to 
leave your meal selection to the chef. After 
all, the chef knows best and you can never 
go wrong with their suggestions. 

Chef’s recommended Seasonal Sushi
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PAELLA

BY KATHLYn UrSULA D’SOUzA

A Spanish dish of rice, saffron, chicken, seafood, etc.,  
cooked and served in a large shallow pan.

pa·el·la
noun

NExo
Paella Valencia

Considered the customers’ favourite. 
Seafood heavy and very generously 
garnished, this can easily feed two  
or three. 

Unit G-13, Ground Floor, Nexus,  
Bangsar South, 59200 Kuala Lumpur

MErcAt 
BArcELoNA 
GAstroBAr
Arroz Negre

Some call it the ‘black paella’. It is rice 
cooked with squid ink, squid, shrimp and 
aioli – a Catalan specialty. If you like it 
inky, intense and instantly remindful of the 
ocean, then this dish is for you.

51, Jalan Telawi 3, Bangsar Baru, 
59100 Kuala Lumpur
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LA BodEGA
Paella Valenciana Mixta

Spanish rice cooked with prawns, 
chicken, mussels and clams in a paella 
with saffron, peppers and peas.

168, Jalan Bukit Bintang,  
55100 Kuala Lumpur

Other brances are in Telawi,  
BSC and Empire Gallery

ohLA tAPAs & cocktAiLs
Mediterranean black rice

Ohla Tapas’ version of the arroz negre is called ‘Mediterranean 
black rice’, blended well with olive oil, a generous measure of olive 
oil and bits of squid that are delightfully chewy. Capped with little 
prawns which entice the eye as well as the mouth.  

G-18, Ground Floor, The Intermark,  
348, Jalan Tun Razak, Kuala Lumpur

EstiLo
Paella Estilo

For those seeking more of a fowl (not 
foul) taste, head to Estilo. They serve an 
innovative range of paella – some with 
turkey, chicken or French beans.

No 34, Level G2 Block C5,  
Publika Solaris Dutamas, Jln Dutamas 1, 
50480 Kuala Lumpur

hokkAido BiEr GArtEN
Japanese-German Paella

Don’t let the motif of this restaurant fool you – they do serve paella with a twist, a 
mixture of pork sausage, prawn and squid paella. They are mounted liberally on a 
shallow pan, and the taste is pleasurably tangy with hints of saffron.

53 & 53A, 101 Boulevard Bandar Puchong Jaya, 47170 Puchong
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Kanna Curry House
Kanna Curry House has been around for years. It is the main South Indian restaurant and the to go to place for banana leaf rice. 
The banana leaf rice is a vegetarian dish of white rice, a trio of vegetables and gravy of choice. Patrons can choose to have their 
banana leaf rice with various side dishes of meat. Well marinated and cooked to a juicy and crispy finish, the deep-fried chicken 
and squid are worth a mention here at Kanna’s. 

29, Jalan 17/45, Seksyen 17, 46400 Petaling Jaya.
Open daily: 7.00am-10.00pm

Food Foundry
Food Foundry is a popular lunch spot among residents 
and the office workers nearby. Famous for its0 Mille Crepe 
cakes, the restaurant also has an extensive Western menu. 
Our favourite is the Vanilla Mille Crepe. We love the light 
and airy texture of the layers of cream and thin crepes 
presented in a pleasant and smooth flavour. 

BG-8, Jalan 17/13, Seksyen 17,  
Petaling Jaya. Selangor

Section 17 in Petaling Jaya is rapidly becoming the ultimate foodies’ haven. With a 
gastronomical fare from the trendy to traditional and local to international, this hub  
of some major eateries has always attracted streams of people eager for good food. 

BY nADHIrAH BADArDIn

Sect ion 17  Pj
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My elepHant  
@ Happy Mansion
At peak hours, this place is full to the brim. Established 
in 2007, My Elephant is arguably one of the best Thai 
restaurants around.  The founders of My Elephant believe 
in the beauty of a great meal. The My Elephant Tom Yam 
Seafood here is spicy, fragrant and a must-have on every 
visit. We especially love the spicy and creamy Green Curry 
served here. For those who prefer a milder level of hotness, 
the Tom Ka would be a wonderful choice. 

Block C-G4, Happy Mansion, Jalan 17/13,  
Section 17, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
Lunch: 12.00pm-2.00pm
Dinner: 6.00pm-10.00pm

tHe HuMble pie
This small and cozy café is known for its luscious pies 
and interesting twists on hot beverages. The Banoffee Pie 
here is just spectacular; it is a glorious 3.5-inch with ripe 
bananas in toffee sauce topped with a generous dollop of 
vanilla whipped cream and dusted with coffee powder. The 
Carapple Latte served here is also a very refreshing twist 
to the usual lattes. The caramel and apple flavour does not 
overpower the creaminess of the latte.

11, Jalan 17/45, Section 17, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
Tuesday-Friday: 11.30am-10.00pm
Saturdays-Sundays: 11.00am-10.30pm
Closed on Mondays

rojaK & Cendol MustaFFa
Anyone living in Section 17 is familiar with rojak 
Mustaffa. It has been around for as long as anyone in the 
neighborhood can remember. Parked under a tree, you can 
see patrons dining on plastic tables and chairs that are set 
up quite near the van. The Cendol here is quite refreshing 
and soothing on a sunny day. The rojak or pasembur 
here tastes as authentic as the ones they serve up north in 
Penang. The sweet and spicy peanut sauce is poured over 
various choices of fried fritters and squid. 

Jalan 17/21, Petaling Jaya
Hours: noon-late afternoon
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There isn’t anybody that hates ice cream. It is a dessert that has survived the test of time (we know that Alexander the Great enjoyed snow 
and ice flavoured with honey and nectar, and that Marco Polo found a recipe that we now call sherbet). Since then, the production of ice 
cream has been consistent, and specialty ice cream stores featuring unique ice cream flavours have surged in popularity, such as these:

BY KATHLYn UrSULA D’SOUzA

NaNa’s GreeN 
Tea 
Try: Matcha Gateaux 
Chocolate Parfait (Average: 
RM20)

Cold, creamy with green tea. 
Parfaits date back to 1894, 
and the word itself means 
“perfect” in French, and 
nana’s Green Tea wonderfully 
puts their own green tea twist 
into this frozen dessert. 

Lot 231A, Lower Ground 
Floor, The Gardens Mall, 
Mid Valley City,  
Kuala Lumpur

Milkcow
Try: Raspberry Cheesecake Ice Cream  

(Average: RM11 – 13)

Kpop music isn’t the only Korean thing seeping into the Malaysian 
scene. Their ice cream specialist Milkcow serves velvety smooth 

ice cream which hits just the right note in terms of texture and taste. 
They use organic milk here with an array of toppings for you to 

choose from.

Milk Cow Malaysia @ The Gardens Mall, Mid Valley 
LG K23, The Gardens Mall, Mid Valley City,  

Kuala Lumpur

Morelli’s 
Try: Morelli’s Bacio (Average RM20)

A splendid mix of chocolate and nuts for those who enjoy their sinful 
treat with a bit of a chew and crunch. This British-based ice cream 
chain will not disappoint. Their tagline is ‘Awaken the child within 
you’, which fits nicely with what they’re offering.

Bangsar Shopping Centre, 285 Jalan Maarof,  
Bukit Bandaraya, 59000 Kuala Lumpur

MaGNuM 
Try: As many toppings as possible  
(RM9.90 for basic serving)

This new crowd-magnet has people lining up for long moments just to 
grab a bite of its delicious ice cream. not only that, they have full rein 
over what goes on top. There are no rules here, you may put whatever 
topping you like, even if it is something really peculiar like chilli flakes 
and culinary rose petals with blackcurrant. 

Magnum Cafe Kuala Lumpur
Third Floor, Mid Valley Megamall, Kuala Lumpur

DESIGNER ICE CREAM
I scream, you scream,  

we all scream for ice cream
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FOR
HER

Miu Miu: Round-frame acetate  
sunglasses (RM 1,250)

Crafted in Italy with large, round acetate 
frames and polished gold arms. Perfect for 
daily wear in the city or even the beach.

Etro: Printed Stretch Crepe Dress  
(RM 3,920)

 Bring back the 80s with this vibrant 
piece that flatters your waist and is fully 

lined to hang beautifully on you.

Alexander McQueen: Gold-plated 
bracelet (RM 2,550)

Wear this bracelet to pump up the 
couture factor to your look.

Dolce & Gabbana: Printed  
textured-leather card holder (RM 1,086)
This textured-leather cardholder is printed 

with an illustration of a traditional Italian tile.

Michael Kors: Janey leather platform 
sandals (RM 3,600)
Take on the town with the Janey leather 
platform sandals from Michael Kors’ 
latest collection!

Aurélie Biedermann: Soho gold-plated and cotton cuff (M 920)
Wear this bohemian handcrafted brass and cotton cuff on its own 

or with similar stacked bracelets. 

Saint Laurent: Monogramme  
Sac Universite leather shoulder bag  

in Beige (RM 8,230)
This shoulder bag is meticulously crafted 

from beige leather and suede-lined 
compartments adorned with the  

classic ‘YSL’ logo. 
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Songket is a fabric that is hand-woven from silk or cotton  
and with gold or silver threads to form motifsKnown to be in the brocade family 

 of textiles in Malaysia, the traditional fabric is loved  by many for its regal and classic look.

Songket

Na Forrèr: Duchess capri pants (RM 199)
This is how one should always wear songket as 

pants. We love how this pair of capri pants make 
a statement with its delicate woven songket material 

and the way it glimmers under the light. Pair this 
Capri pants with a basic-button down shirt or 

anything plain, and match the outfit with a pair of 
pumps.

Lana: High-waisted mini skirt in grey (RM 199)
The delicate songket and batik hint on this skirt 
makes this look like it’s fresh out of the couture 
oven. Made from a special type of songket 
called Pua Tenun, this feminine yet playful skirt is 
perfect for those wanting a change in donning the 
songket. Pair this alluring piece with a plain white 
tee and open-toe heels!

 Paulini: Songket clutch in black (RM 210)
This contemporary and geometric design is perfect for all 
occasions. The envelope clutch by Paulini comes with a 

detachable shoulder sling and wristlet for the woman on the move. 
The silver threads in geometric patterns are complemented well by 
the black base of the material. It is incredibly versatile for formal or 

casual wear and perfect as a gift too.

Borneo Republic Malaysia: Red songket 
cocktail dress
Borneo Republic Malaysia is fairly new in the 
local fashion scene. We especially love the 
songket cocktail dress in red. Borneo Republic 
mixes the traditional with the contemporary in 
vibrant colours reflecting a lifestyle of elegance 
and simplicity with a touch of drama. Wear 
this cocktail dress with a pair of nude heels for 
that extra wow factor!

   Adila Long: Jyda leather pumps
Put your best foot forward in this one of 

a kind pair of flats. An eclectic mix 
of songket and leather, these pumps 
are made for the girl who needs the 
perfect pair for every outfit. Style the 
Jyda leather pumps with a casual 

outfit or even a traditional get up!
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Brioni: Slim-fit Washed-Denim Jeans  
(RM 2,090)

These Italian made jeans have a smart slim-fit 
cut and a lighter, slightly faded appearance 
making this a fine take on a casual staple. 

 Etro: Paisley-Undercollar Cotton-Piqué 
Polo Shirt (RM 670)

The underside of the collar is printed 
with Etro’s signature paisley motif in rich 

autumnal sahdes for a refined look.

Cheaney: Edmund Pebblegrain Leather  
Monk-Strap Shoes (RM 1,605)

With buckled monk straps, soft leather 
linings and sturdy soles, these shoes 
exudes quality craftsmanship and 
hard-to-beat panache.

Mulberry: Leather Briefcase (RM 5,610)
This briefcase has been lovingly crafted 

from saddle leather that ages handsomely, 
developing a unique patina.  

 Shinola: The Runwell Sport Chronograph 
Watch 48MM (RM 2,490
 Optimised for sport, the ‘Runwell’ is water 
resistant and exudes a timeless masculine 
elegance. 

 Etro: Grey Slim-Fit Check Alpaca, Silk, 
 Cotton & Wool-Blend Blazer (RM 4,510)

Lined in silk for a smooth fit, this tailored piece 
will add a powerful dose to your look.

Saint Laurent: Classic 11 Metal Aviator 
Sunglasses (RM 950): Meticulously 
crafted, Saint Laurent’s metal version of 
the aviator is timelessly dapper.
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AIRPORT MD SPEAKS

Having just celebrated his 
first year as Managing 
Director of Malaysia 
Airports Holdings Berhad, 
Datuk Badlisham Ghazali 
is fast gaining recognition 
in the global aviation 
world.  A speaker at the 
World Routes Strategy 
Summit 2014 in Chicago, 
he was recently appointed 
Special Advisor to Airports 
Council International 
Asia-Pacific. He also sits 
on the Boards of the 
international airports at 
Hyderabad, Male, Delhi 
and Istanbul.

This month, Datuk 
Badlisham talks about 
airlines in the function  
of an airport company.

“It might seem like a no-brainer - the 
core function of an airport is to serve 
airlines. As I have said on several 
occasions, the primary raison d’être for an 
airport – the sole reason for its existence in 
the first place – is to serve airlines.  Often, 
this may not appear externally to be the 
case as senior airport-management may be 
working behind the scenes on operational, 
legislative, administrative and functional 
matters, but nevertheless, it is absolutely 
true – we are constantly working for our 
valued airline-partners.

“In my first 
year alone, I 
have travelled 
far and wide 
across our 
planet to fulfil 
this mission. 
I have met 
airline-leaders 
in places as 
far apart as 
Chicago, 
Istanbul, 
London and 
Shanghai. 

However, there is no place like home! 
In this respect, I recently had a fresh 
opportunity to meet airline-managers based 
in Kuala Lumpur, at a gathering organised 
by our Marketing Division.

“Most of the airline-managers I 
met were members of a unique and 
dynamic organisation little-known 
outside aviation circles. The Board of 
Airline Representatives (Malaysia) is 
the industry organisation for scheduled 
airlines undertaking business in Malaysia. 
Although it exists as an informal industry 
grouping, it can trace its origin back to the 
early 1960s following a recommendation 
from the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) to establish a Board 
of Airline Representatives (BAR) in each 
country where civil aviation plays an 
important role. 

“The BAR Malaysia, as it is popularly 
known in aviation circles, primarily 
encourages and promotes the interests of 
scheduled airlines engaged in the carriage 
of passengers and cargo to, from and 
within this country.  It also aims to represent 
the interests of the member-airlines so 
that it helps create the best possible 
conditions for successful, scheduled 
commercial aviation in Malaysia.  To this 
end, Malaysia Airports seeks to extend 
cooperation to the BAR Malaysia in every 
possible area, as well as to encourage 
and facilitate positive and constructive 
dialogue for mutual synergy.

“Another group of people I met at the 
same event were from companies known 
in the trade as Airline GSAs. An Airline 
General Sales Agent is the appointed sales 
representative for an airline in a specific 
country or region – in this case Malaysia. 
In some cases, Brunei, Singapore or 
Indonesia may be included in the mandate 
of a Kuala Lumpur-based GSA. Typically, 
the GSA is responsible for selling all 
products of the airline in its appointed 
region. This may cover passenger flight 
tickets, cargo space or both. 
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“Some GSAs represent a single 
airline-client, while others will sell 
the product of more than one airline. 
Airlines normally use a GSA to have 
a sales-presence in a country at lower 
cost than opening their own offices in a 
given time-frame. Airlines may also use 
the services of a well-regarded GSA 
because the GSA has historical ties 
with travel and cargo agents which will 

be too time-consuming for the airline to 
build itself.

“I was also very pleased to greet 
the Deputy Director-General of Tourism 
Malaysia, Dato’ Azizan Noordin and 
some of the senior leadership of our 
nation’s tourism organisation, and to see 
the ease and familiarity with which they 
mingled with our airline guests. Both 

Tourism Malaysia and Malaysia Airports 
share one common goal – to facilitate the 
growth of visitor-arrivals into Malaysia. 
I am grateful for the close cooperation 
between our two organisations; and for the 
active partnership and support that Tourism 
Malaysia has given us over the years. Long 
may this continue!

 “Meeting with airline-managers always 
gives me a buzz, because the airline 
community consists of such dynamic people 
with a unique wealth of knowledge and 
experience. There is a distinctive immediacy 
in their work; and urgency that reflects the 
transient nature of the airline-product. Once 
an aircraft leaves the terminal and heads for 
the runway, it cannot generate any further 
sales – it cannot bring in further revenue 
or income. Similarly, the longer an aircraft 
stays at the terminal or on the runway, the 
less productive it is. 

“We at Malaysia Airports understand 
this, and are constantly working to assist our 
airline-partners at every level. From optimal 
operations at the airport, to marketing 
assistance in the city, we are doing our best 
for you, and for your valued passengers 
who form a significant percentage of our 
airport-users.”
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Reflections on the rewarding career of a pioneer-member 
of Malaysia Airports, as he takes up an overseas posting.

A PROFESSIONAL AND A GENTLEMAN

It was a quiet era of history between the 
turbulence of the Second World War and the 
exhilaration of Independence. Walking along 
the grassy paths to school every day, the little 
boy would pass the Royal Air Force base in 
Jitra, Kedah; and his dreams would turn to 
a career in aviation. “I have always loved 
aircraft and the concept of flight”, Datuk Azmi 
Murad recalls. “Even as a small schoolboy, I 
knew that this was where I wanted to spend 
my entire working life.”

The transition from childhood dreams into 
adult reality has been a long, tough climb. 
At the tender age of eighteen, he began 
training to be an air-traffic controller. Friends 
from those early years recall that even 
as a trainee, young Azmi really devoted 
himself to his work, simply because he 
thoroughly enjoyed what he was doing. 
“He was very serious about his work”, 

recalls an elderly pensioner. “Azmi Murad 
has always believed in giving yourself fully to 
the responsibility God gives you, whether at 
the office or at home.”
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But you know what? I just LOVE my job! I find 
the aviation industry exciting, rewarding and 
extremely satisfying – it is something I love.”

His job has left him with limited time for his 
private life. Apart from the occasional game 
of golf, Azmi Murad’s leisure hours revolve 
around his wife, three children and six grand-
children, all whom he plainly dotes on, and is 
very proud of. The early years of marriage and 
raising a family must have been challenging, 
considering the transfers, relocations, and 
his devotion to duty. Balancing personal and 
professional commitments over the decades 
has called for a lot of discipline and love, 
given the demanding nature of his career path. 
And if there is something else that arouses his 
eloquence as much as the aviation industry, it is 
the people in it with whom he works.  

“I would never have achieved so much 
in life without being blessed with wonderful 
bosses in the most crucial formative years of my 
career. They have nurtured me and provided 
me with support, encouragement, training and 

The eager young man soaked up 
knowledge like a sponge, slogging at 
numerous training courses and learning from 
his mentors. The hard work, commitment and 
passion paid off, and he was eventually 
asked to manage an airport on his own in 
Kota Kinabalu. Stints managing the airports in 
Alor Setar and Penang followed, and when 
Malaysia Airports was incorporated, he was 
one of its pioneers, helping to prepare KL 
International Airport for its eventual opening 
in 1998. 

When he was appointed its General 
Manager in 2000, he describes it as “my 
dream come true.” Under his watch, KLIA 
was transformed into a bustling and award-
winning regional hub, eventually gaining the 
ultimate accolade of “World’s Best Airport In 
Its Class” in 2006. In the decade since then, 
KLIA has gone on to win a steady stream 
of awards and accolades from all over the 
world. But for Azmi Murad, there were even 
greater heights to scale. 

He was soon promoted to Senior 
General Manager Operations – a position 
which effectively made him the man in 
charge of almost all airport operations 
across Malaysia – a position described 
by an industry-watcher as “one of the most 
challenging jobs in this part of the world”. 
At the height of one of the various crises he 
has handled, he was suddenly asked by a 
journalist what he thought about his job. His 
answer was profoundly revealing. Almost 
half a century after his first schoolboy ‘love’, 
the same revealing word comes out of his 
mouth. “Well, this position is challenging 
and complex, difficult and very demanding. 

opportunities that I could never have imagined. 
I will always be grateful to them”. When 
the topic returns to his work with Malaysia 
Airports, his eyes light up again.” The best part 
of my almost two decades with this company 
is that I got to work with a great team of 
people, all across the country. They are really 
a magnificent group of airport managers and 
operations staff  – committed, hard-working 
and dedicated to their work. I feel privileged 
to have worked with them.” 

Azmi Murad has been described by a 
colleague as being an embodiment of the 
old adage that ‘still waters run deep’, and 
certainly beneath this amiable airport leader’s 
laid-back manner and kind disposition lie a 
wealth of experience and an admirable array 
of abilities. His affection and admiration for his 
team is obvious, and the feelings are mutual, 
and judging from comments gleaned from 
various quarters. “He can be a very tough 
boss and an uncompromising disciplinarian, 
but he really cares about us – and I guess we 
love him right back!” gushes a pretty security 
officer. 

“One thing I admire about that fellow is the 
nice way he gets things done – even when the 
task is unpleasant or people are being nasty,” 
comments an airline manager, adding that “He 
is the epitome of a professional.”  A misty-eyed 
senior airport manager has the final word:  
“Tok Mi always knows the airport business 
cannot be done without people. He handles us 
very well. He can lose his temper, but he never 
holds a grudge. If you ask me to sum him up, I 
would say our SGM Ops is a very nice man!” 
And as he leaves Malaysia to take up an 
overseas posting, that seems to be the essence 
of Azmi Murad - always a professional, and a 
gentleman.
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“Our greatest challenge is to manage change.”
A Civil Engineer shares lessons learnt in completing a major  

component of the world’s first Next Generation Hub

Interview with
Ir. Mohd Zaifuddin Idris

Senior General Manager,  
Technical Services

Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad

“He was lecturing at the University of 
Technology Malaysia, the University of 
Industry Selangor and the International Islamic 
University of Malaysia; and he happened to 
be my Academic Supervisor for my Master of 
Science in Building Services Engineering. His 
enthusiastic encouragement, valuable advice, 
priceless experience and constructive criticism 
were the inspiration for me to complete that 
tough task!” gushes a pretty engineering 
graduate.

 A leading industry tycoon has a totally 
different perspective. “As a Civil Engineer, 
he was involved in a comprehensive range 
of projects that included industrial buildings, 
a paediatric hospital, deluxe residential 
homes, low-cost flats, highways, shop-offices, 
a Police Contingent building, an Agricultural 
Exhibition Centre, and two national icons - the 
Bukit Jalil Commonwealth Games Village and 
the Sepang International Grand Prix Circuit. 
I would say he is a very experienced and 
reputable professional.”

“Did you know that he was involved in the 
design-engineering aspect of the award-
winning KLIA Main Hotel about twenty years 
ago?” asks an airport manager animatedly. 
“He was similarly involved in the building of 
a specialised runway for advanced-model 
jet-fighters for the Royal Malaysian Air Force 
in Kelantan. So he had experience in aviation 
projects even before he joined Malaysia 
Airports five years ago!”

Despite the impressive descriptions, the man 
they are talking about is remarkably mild-
mannered and self-effacing. Mohd Zaifuddin 
Idris is the Senior General Manager of 
Technical Services for Malaysia Airports. He 
joined the national airport-operator in 2010 to 

lead the project-management team for what 
would be probably the greatest challenge 
of his professional career; the world’s largest 
airport terminal of its kind, now called klia2. 

“When I arrived, the planning was done 
and the tenders had been awarded. It 
seemed that my main task was to focus on 
implementation alone. In reality, things were 
very different. The paradigms kept changing 
due to the changing priorities of the two 
main stakeholders. This was unlike any other 
project I’ve ever known. Civil engineering 
involves the construction of enduring facilities 
– infrastructure that will last for decades and 
even generations. Changing the requirements 
and parameters involves enormous cost and 
effort! Yet request for changes kept coming in 
endlessly – experts from different parts of the 
world told me they were amazed how my 
team and I coped.”

The site for klia2 is just 1.5 kilometres away 
from KL International Airport’s Main Terminal. 
Spanning over 257,845 sq. meters of 
gross floor area, with a 3.96 kilometre 
runway, and 68 aircraft operational stands 

or boarding gates, klia2 is proactive in 
anticipating the changing model in which 
Low Cost Carriers operate. Originally, LCCs 
only had point-to-point operations, but now 
they are beginning to practice transfers 
and interlining. This versatility is set to 
make Malaysia’s flagship facility the largest 
regional hub for Low Cost Carriers while 
stimulating the growth of full-service airlines as 
The World’s First Next Generation Hub.

An example of the innovation at KLIA is that 
the Main Terminal Building and the Satellite 
Building in klia2 are connected through 
the first Airport Skybridge in Asia. The 
iconic 300-metre Skybridge not only gives 
passengers a spectacular view of the airside 
and the airport’s surroundings, but more 
importantly provides the added advantage of 
greater aircraft-manoeuvrability at the apron. 
As expected, construction of this innovative 
facility came with its own set of unique 
engineering challenges.

With the completion of klia2, KLIA became 
the first airport in the world purpose-built to 
facilitate seamless travel using both full-
service airlines and low-cost carriers, as well 
as the region’s first hybrid airline. A unique 
feature of The World’s First Next-Generation 
Hub is that at both KLIA Main and klia2, 
transit and transfers happen under one 
roof, versus ordinary airports with multiple 
terminal buildings that have separate check-
in counters, separate baggage-handling 
facilities and separate posts for customs and 
immigration.   

Ir. Mohd Zaifuddin holds a Bachelor 
of Science Degree of Civil Engineering 
and Master of Science Degree of Civil 
Engineering (Geotechnical) from University of 
Texas at El Paso, USA. He is a Professional 
Engineer with the Board of Engineers, 
Malaysia and has more than 24 years of 
experience in the construction industry both 
locally and in the United Kingdom, where he 
worked under Rendel Palmer & Tritton, UK 
Ltd. Despite his vast experience, working on 
klia2 taught him an entirely new and valuable 
lesson.

“I have learnt that the best-laid plans and the 
most meticulous engineering can be totally 
disrupted by unexpected developments, unfair 
demands, and unforeseen circumstances. 
I learnt this in the course of my work, but 
it applies to life, as well. No matter how 
carefully we try to order our lives, only God 
knows what can or will happen. No-one 
can control the type of people who cross 
our path, and nobody can predict the twists 
and turns our life-direction may take. To be 
successful, often our greatest challenge is to 
manage change.”
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MAI CEO visits Kuala Lumpur  

ASIANA upbeat on Malaysia   

Asiana Airlines is upbeat on Malaysia 
as an aviation-destination, says Kota 
Kinabalu-based Regional Manager Lim 
Tae Gyu. Its routes into the state-capital of 
Sabah from Busan and Seoul have been 
seeing encouraging growth, and the airline 
is open to further growth and development 
of routes between South Korea and 
Malaysia based on market-demand and 
sales-performance.

“On one hand, more and more people 
from Sabah and the surrounding regions 
are realising the convenience of Asiana 
to take them to South Korea and beyond, 
while on the other hand, Korean people 
really love the natural beauty of Sabah, its 

colourful traditions, indigenous culture, great 
scenery, wonderful seafood, and hospitable 
people”, he said, adding that the many 
attractions are luring more and more Korean 
visitors to Malaysia’s northernmost state..

A member of Star Alliance, Asiana was 
established in 1988 with the management 
commitment to ‘maximum safety and customer 
satisfaction through service.’ Today, Asiana 
Airlines has developed into a truly global 
airline, with a fleet of over 84 aircraft. It 
operates 11 domestic and 89 international 
passenger routes to 75 cities in 24 countries, 
and 24 cargo routes throughout Asia, Europe, 
North America, and Oceania. For tickets and 
reservations, please call 088-268 677.

The Chief Executive Officer of Myanmar 
Airways International Chooi Yee Choong 
recently visited the offices of the airline’s 
Malaysian GSA Worldwide Aviation Agencies, 
and met with its recently-appointed GSA 
Manager Raymond Lim. Also present at the 
meeting was MAI Country Manager Malaysia 
Nang Kay Thi and the MAI Kuala Lumpur 
team.

Raymond Lim explains that MAI currently 
flies to 5 regional destinations, namely Kuala 
Lumpur, Singapore, Bangkok, Guangzhou and 
Gaya in India’s Bihar province. For the coming 
winter, MAI is looking at expansion and will 
announce these new destinations soon.

Nang Kay Thi says that MAI currently 
operates five weekly flights between Kuala 
Lumpur and Yangon, using Airbus 320 aircraft. 
She adds that Myanmar continues to be 
a popular destination for both tourism and 
business. For enquiries and ticket reservations 
to Yangon and beyond, please call 03-2142 
1199 or e-mail kul.resvn@maiair.com. For 
enquiries and travel to other destinations in 
Myanmar, please e-mail kul.sales@maiair.com.
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QANTAS launches The Joey Club  

Qantas’ youngest flyers now enjoy 
a range of new benefits when travelling 
with “The Joey Club”, says Kathy Kamala 
of H Travel, Malaysian representative 
of the Australian airline. Launched with 
the world’s most successful children’s 
entertainment group The Wiggles, The Joey 
Club program recognises Qantas’ youngest 
customers and aims to create memorable 
and engaging travel experiences for them 
and their families. 

Qantas Group Executive, Brand, 
Marketing and Corporate Affairs Olivia 
Wirth said travel is an exciting experience, 
particularly for children, and the airline 
wants to make sure that it’s as enjoyable 
as possible for the whole family. “Looking 
after our loyal customers, including our tiny 
travellers, is incredibly important to Qantas. 
We have always had initiatives in place 
for children travelling with us but the Joey 
Club takes it to the next level with a formal 
program and a number of new benefits 
that will make flying with Qantas more fun 
for kids,” she said. 

“Many of our pilots, engineers and 
cabin crew chose careers in aviation after 
taking their first flight with Qantas so we 
want to further inspire a new generation 
of Qantas customers and employees.” 
Children are currently the fastest growing 

segment of the Qantas Frequent Flyer 
membership base, with some parents 
signing up their children from birth. 

Joey Club initiatives include a Qantas 
Joey Club novelty passport for new 
Australian-based Frequent Flyer members 
(aged 3-10 years old) where they can 
record details of their flight, a special 
dedicated children’s menu in domestic 
lounges, and a larger investment in the 
children’s inflight entertainment channels. 

The Joey Club comes on top of existing 
family-friendly services offered by Australia’s 
national carrier, including dedicated 
children’s zones across the Qantas 
domestic and international lounge network 

complete with iMac computers, children’s 
furniture, toys and books. A new Family Zone 
has also opened in the recently-refurbished Los 
Angeles Business Lounge. 

Qantas’ Frequent Flyer Program also offers 
Family Transfers, a points-transfer feature where 
parents can transfer or gift Qantas Points to 
their children or other family members up to 
four times within a 12-month period. From 
June 2015, all new Australian-based Frequent 
Flyer members between the age of three and 
ten years old now receive a special Joey Club 
kit when they join the program. To celebrate 
the launch of Joey Club, Qantas is waiving 
the normal join fee of $89.50 to offer a 
complimentary join for children at qantas.com/
kids until 31 December 2015. 
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MITM Travel Fair ready for take-off  

The MITM Travel Fair 2015 is ready for take-off as it prepares to 
welcome tens of thousands of visitors next month, says MITM Organising 
Committee Member Cooper Huang. Singapore Airlines is the Official 
Airline for the event this year, with Malaysia Airlines, AirAsia, EVA Air, 
China Airlines, Air Koryo, Ethiopian Airlines, Turkish Airlines, China 
Southern Airlines, Xiamen Airlines, Korean Airlines, Air Mauritius, Sri 
Lankan Airlines, Kuwait Airlines, Vietnam Airlines, Myanmar Airways, Air 
France KLM and Garuda Indonesia among the leading supporters of this 
event. More airlines are participating every year, he says.

Among the ways airlines provide strong support for the event include 
having booths, providing great-value promotions to travel agents, and 
donating exciting prizes for buyers’ contests, explains Cooper Huang. 
Held annually at the Mid-Valley Exhibition Centre, the MITM Travel Fair 
is one of the biggest events of its kind in the ASEAN region. Last year, 
the 3-day Travel Fair attracted over 80,000 visitors who visited the 303 
exhibition booths, generating estimated gross sales of about RM43 
million. 

This year, the MITM Travel Fair will be held from 14th to 16th August. 
For enquiries on sponsorship and booking of booths, please contact the 
MCTA office at 03-9200 1997 (Sam or Irene), or e-mail either 
irene@mcta.com.my or samchiawc@yahoo.com.
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BRITISH AIRWAYS arrives in Malaysia

British Airways resumed direct daily 
flights from Kuala Lumpur to London 
recently. It is the only airline to offer 
premium-economy seating on direct flights 
between London and Kuala Lumpur. The 
daily service is operated by a four-cabin 
Boeing 777-200ER, featuring 12 seats in 
First, 48 in Club World business-class, 32 
in World Traveller Plus premium economy 
class, and a further 127 in World Traveller 
economy class. The flight’s early-morning 
arrival in London allows passengers a full 
day in the city or plenty of time to catch 
convenient connecting flights to other 
destinations in the UK and Europe. 

Arriving passengers and crew on the 
inaugural non-stop flight were greeted by 

the Deputy Minister of Transport Malaysia 
Datuk Abdul Aziz Kaprawi, the Director-
General of Tourism Malaysia Dato’ Mirza 
Mohammad Taiyab, British Airways Area 
General Manager Middle East, Africa and 
Asia Pacific Jamie Cassidy, British Airways 
Regional Commercial Manager South East 
Asia Robert Williams, and the airline’s 
Commercial Manager Malaysia Vivian Tan-
Loh.

Malaysia Airports was represented by its 
Chairman Tan Sri Datuk Sri Dr. Wan Abdul 
Aziz Wan Abdullah, Managing Director Datuk 
Badlisham Ghazali, and a large team of 
senior managers and staff. Datuk Badlisham 
Ghazali said, “We would like to welcome 
British Airways back to Malaysia. The start 

of this service is the result of many months 
of preparation and will no doubt further 
strengthen the historic ties between our two 
countries. As the newest destination in British 
Airways’ global network, I’m confident that 
visitors from the UK and across Europe will 
appreciate the many opportunities for business 
and tourism that Malaysia has to offer.”

 
Willie Walsh, Chief Executive Officer 

of International Airlines Group, the parent 
company of British Airways, said, “We are 
delighted to be returning to Malaysia, and 
today marks a new chapter in our history with 
the country. Malaysia’s economy has been 
growing steadily in the last decade and the 
country’s recovery has been astounding. It is 
fast-emerging as an economic and tourist hub, 
as well as a vital trading partner for the UK.

 
“Our daily flights between Kuala Lumpur 

and London Heathrow offer customers an 
award-winning long-haul experience that 
includes four classes of travel, comprehensive 
in-flight entertainment and an excellent 
selection of cuisine. Our flights arrive into 
London Heathrow early in the morning, giving 
customers a full day in the city or plenty of time 
to connect to our extensive networks across 
the UK, Europe and North America”, he 
concluded.

For bookings and reservations please call 
03-2775 9710.
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The national flag-carrier of the 
Kingdom of Thailand celebrated its 55th 
Anniversary in style recently, with an 
elegant dinner at the Bistro in Grand 
Millennium Kuala Lumpur. Hosted by THAI 
General Manager Malaysia Suttichoke 
Rodleechit and the Malaysian team, 
the event also feted top-performing 

THAI Celebrates 55th Anniversary

travel-agents in the annual THAI Agents 
Appreciation Night. 

Award-winning companies included 
Apple Vacations & Conventions, Boustead 
Travel Services, Corporate Information 
Travel, Golden Tourworld Travel, Holiday 
Tours & Travel, Malaysian Harmony Tour 
& Travel, Mayflower Holidays, Mayflower 
Corporate Travel Services, M.S.Star Travel 
Agencies, PST Travel Services, Sedunia 
Travel Services, and Travel Save & Tours.

Malaysia Airports Manager Airline 
Relations and Route Development Mazura 

Omar who attended the celebration, said that it 
showed the vital symbiosis between the aviation 
and travel industries. Malaysia Chinese Tourism 
Association Vice-President Cooper Huang 
added that THAI International has had a long 
and outstanding history in Malaysia as one of 
the first foreign carriers to operate in this country.

THAI connects Kuala Lumpur to Bangkok 
with a total of 18 weekly flights from KLIA where 
it has its own dedicated Royal Silk Lounge. It 
also has 7 flights a week from Penang. For more 
information on travel with THAI, please contact 
03-2034 6999 (KL), 04-2266 000 (Penang) or 
log-on to www.thaiairways.com.my
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New Moves for ETHIOPIAN 
Ethiopian Airlines has a new Area Manager Malaysia, with 

Osman Habib arriving in Kuala Lumpur last month to replace 
Lemma Yadecha. “I am excited at this new posting as Malaysia 
is a country with tremendous potential for growth”, Osman Habib 
says. “It has such a diverse and multifaceted population; plus 
wonderful scenery. I am looking forward to my work here.”

He says that Ethiopian Airlines also recently extended its global 
network, with several exciting new destinations on four different 
continents. Manila, Tokyo, Dublin, Los Angeles and Cape Town 
bring the total number of the airline’s destinations to almost 90 on 
five continents.

Meanwhile, Ethiopian maintains its status as the airline with 
the most connections across the continent of Africa, with flights to 

49 African destinations, providing the most comprehensive pan-African 
route-network of any single airline in the world. 

Whether for safari or business, air-travellers can connect 
conveniently to Abidjan, Abuja, Accra, Addis Ababa, Bahir Dar, 
Bamako, Bangui, Berbera, Blantyre, Brazzaville, Bujumbura, Cairo, 
Cotonou, Dakar, Dar es Salaam, Dire Dawa, Djibouti, Douala, Entebbe, 
Harare, Johannesburg, Juba, Khartoum, Kigali, Kilimanjaro, Kinshasa, 
Lagos, Libreville, Lilongwe, Lome, Luanda, Lubumbashi, Lusaka, Malabo, 
Malakal, Maputo, Mekele, Mombasa, N’Djamena, Nairobi, Ndola, 
Ouagadougou, Pointe-Noire, Seychelles and Zanzibar. 

Osman Habib adds that Ethiopian Airlines connects to KLIA  
four times a week. For enquiries and reservations, please call  
03-2141 2190.
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MALAYSIA AIRPORTS briefs Airlines

American Airlines, Air Asia X, Cathay 
Pacific, Korean Air, Qatar Airways and United 
were among the airlines represented at the 
Visit USA & USA Food Reception organised 
by the U.S. Commercial Service in the elegant 
grounds of the U.S. Ambassador’s residence 
in Kuala Lumpur recently. His Excellency 
Ambassador Joseph Y. Yun welcomed the 
large crowd of travel agents, tour-operators 
and airline managers, saying that this was an 
inaugural effort to promote both the cuisine of 
the USA as well as the nation as a premier 
tourism-destination.

Malaysia Airports Managing Director 
Datuk Badlisham Ghazali met Kuala 
Lumpur-based airline-managers when the 
Marketing Division of Malaysia Airports 
organised a get-together for members of 
the aviation community recently. This was 
preceded by a briefing for managers of 
on-line airlines. The briefing was held at 
the Ampang Function Room, while the 
get-together was held at the appropriately-
named Sky Bridge Bar connecting the 
two towers of the G-Tower complex. The 
location almost in mid-air about 28 stories 
up, provided guests with a breath-taking 
bird’s-eye view of the glittering Kuala 
Lumpur skyline.

 
Malaysia Airports was represented 

by Senior General Manager Planning 
Muhamad Khair Mirza Abdul Hamid, 
General Manager Corporate Planning 
Randhill Singh, General Manager Research 
& Planning Veelayudan Krishnan Nair, 
Salbiah Khalid and Norashidah Abdullah 
of the Finance Division, General Manager 
Marketing Mohamed Sallauddin Haji Mat 
Sah and the Marketing Division team.

 
Guests included Tourism Malaysia 

Deputy Director-General Dato’ Azizan 
Noordin and Senior Deputy Director 
Research Shahrin Mokhtar, Association 
of Asia-Pacific Airlines CEO Andrew 

A prominent airline-manager at the event 
said that it was a smart choice to have the 
event jointly hosted by Visit USA and USA 
Food because Malaysians love to eat and 
shop when they travel! She said that the event 
gave the local travel-trade the opportunity 
to sample an important facet of USA as a 
tourism-destination.

Commercial Officer Paul Oliva explained 
that the U.S. Commercial Service is the 
international business-promotion arm of 
the United States, and part of the U.S. 

Airlines meet at VISIT USA Reception 

Herdman, Board of Airline Representatives Vice-Chairman 
Malkit Singh and Secretary Patricia Poh, as well as 
selected Airline General Sales Agents representing 
airlines flying into KLIA.

 
It was the first such airport-airline meeting for 

recently-arrived Ethiopian Area Manager Malaysia 
Osman Habib, and he said that the event was a very 
useful interaction with the officials of Malaysia Airports. 
Adding that Ethiopian’s commitment towards operations 
in Malaysia is seen through its working to increase 
connections out of KLIA, he said that the event provided 
the opportunity for airline-managers to meet Malaysia 
Airport leaders in a pleasant and convenient location 
within the city’s Central Business District.

Department of Commerce’s International Trade 
Administration. Located across the United 
States and in U.S. Embassies and Consulates 
in nearly 80 countries, its global network of 
trade professionals connects U.S. companies 
with international buyers.

He said that he was glad to meet the 
managers of airlines committed to connect 
Malaysia and the USA. He added that 
apart from the consistently-large number of 
Malaysians travelling to the USA for education 
and business, he was encouraged to see 
growing interest from various sectors of 
the Malaysian leisure market to Visit USA. 
Malaysian travel to the United States is 
significant and growing strongly, with almost 
82,000 Malaysians visiting in 2014 – an 
increase of 81% since 2004.

Visit USA Malaysia is a partnership to 
help Malaysian travel companies and airlines 
operating outbound from Malaysia to grow 
their business by expanding packaged and 
independent travel to the United States for 
business and recreation. 
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Khalil ibrahim The Art Journey



KLAS Art Auction  
Malaysian Modern & Contemporary Art 

Edition XVi Result

auction Day : SunDay, June 14, 2015   i   1.00 Pm   i   Kl lifeStyle art SPace Gallery

YUSOF GHANI
Biring Series XIV, 2006
Oil on canvas 122 x 90 cm
SOLD RM 84,800

KL Lifestyle Art Space held its 16th edition 
of the KLAS Art Auction at a cosy and 
intimate setting at its main office at 150, 
Jalan Maarof on June 14, 2015. It was the 
third auction this year, featuring big names 
and magnificent masterpieces that went 
under the hammer to mark KLAS’s relocation 
to a new gallery and office space.
 
Dubbed “A Pre-Moving and No Buyers 
Premium Auction”, avid collectors and 
friends turned up for the event that started at 
1.30pm and were treated to a lovely buffet 
spread after the auction ended.
 
The modern and contemporary art auction, 
which featured prized works of Malaysian 
and Asian masters and some modern and 
emerging contemporary artists got the 
attention of many bidders.
 
The highlight of the auction was 
undisputedly a work by Yusof Ghani – his 
infamous Tari series 14/91 sold for a 
whopping RM116, 600. His Biring Series 
XIV also sold for an impressive price of 
RM84, 800 and his other work that was 
featured in the auction, Segerak, sold for 
RM18, 020.
 
Other pieces that were sought after were 
the Crossroad piece by Datuk Tajuddin 
Ismail, Ismail Latiff’s Sunset Boulevard No. 
1, Jailani Abu Hassan’s Airport – Drawing 
Project piece, and Khalil Ibrahim’s East 
Coast Series.
 
Artworks by other masters such as 
Raphael Scott Ahbeng, Chuah Siew Teng, 
Zulkifli Yusoff, Nik Rafin, Ong Kim Seng 
and Shafurdin Habib also went under 
the hammer during the pleasant, lively 
gathering.

KLAS Art Auction (Edition XVi) Result
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YUSOF GHANI
Siri Tari 14/91, 1991
Mixed media on canvas 122 x 122 cm
SOLD RM 116,600 

ISMAIL LATIFF
Sunset Boulevard No.1, 2013
Acrylic on canvas 72 x 48 cm
SOLD RM 13,500 

LYE YAU FATT
At the River, 1984
Mixed media on paper 74 x 54 cm
SOLD RM 6,360

TAN CHOON GHEE
Cannon Street, Penang, 1978
Chinese ink and watercolour on paper
67.5 x 44 cm
SOLD RM 7,950 

YUSOF GHANI
Siri Segerak, 2005
Mixed media on canvas  
51 x 25 cm
SOLD RM 18,020 

TAJUDDIN ISMAIL, DATO’
Crossroad, 2008
Mixed media on canvas 60 x 60 cm
SOLD RM 10,070 

KHALIL IBRAHIM
East Coast Series, 2006
Watercolour on paper 31 x 40 cm
SOLD RM 10,600

IBRAHIM HUSSEIN, DATUK
Untitled, 1968
Mixed media on paper 28 x 25.5 cm
SOLD RM 15,900 

ONG KIM SENG
Straits Chinese House, 1990
Watercolour on paper 28 x 38 cm
SOLD RM 4,876 

JAILANI ABU HASSAN
Airport - Drawing Project, 2001
Mixed media on canvas 71.5 x 71.5 cm
SOLD RM 20,140 
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Khalil ibrahim
The Art Journey

PANTAI MELAWATI, 2004
Acrylic on board 116 x 152.5 cm
Collection of Datuk Gary Thanasan

Khalil Ibrahim: The Art Journey explores the artist’s work over 
almost 60 years to the present, bringing together batik pieces, 
watercolour pieces, drawings, prints and photographs. Khalil 
Ibrahim is widely regarded as one of the most important, 
influential and famous artists in Malaysia. Throughout his career, 
he has pioneered new approaches, challenged the limits and 
transformed the boundaries and relationships of artists with the 
Malaysian modern and contemporary art scene.
 
Surveying the full scope of his career, a retrospective exhibition 
along with the launch of the Khalil Ibrahim: The Art Journey book 

will be the most comprehensive effort ever devoted to the artist’s 
groundbreaking oeuvre.
 
By reconstituting all of his most iconic works and significant series 
in a chronological narrative, the retrospective will allow avid 
collectors and art aficionados to understand Khalil’s remarkable 
output.
 
Organised by KL Lifestyle Art Space, the exhibition and book 
launch will also be the first event to take place at KLAS’s new 
gallery at KLAS, 31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, 
Malaysia.
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SAWAH PADI SERIES, 1956
Oil on board 30 x 45.5 cm
Private collection

GREEN PARk HOUSES,
LONDON - ST MARTIN SERIES, 1964
Gouache on paper
Private collection

HOLLAND PARk, LONDON
- ST MARTIN SERIES, 1964
Watercolour on paper
Private collection

PANTAI kUDU II, 1999
Acrylic on canvas 28 x 33.5 cm
Private collection

EAST COAST SERIES, 1999
Acylic on canvas 103 x 127 cm
Private collection

ABSTRACT SERIES, 1983
Acrylic on canvas 108.5 x 145 cm
Private collection

LEGONG DANCER, BALI, 1975
Acrylic on board 73 x 44 cm
Private collection

BACHOk
Oil on canvas 32 x 52 cm
1957Private collection

Art FEATURES
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MAIN DOOR - LEfT
213cm x 58cm x 4cm (Wood)
Collection of kL Lifestyle Art Space

MAIN DOOR - RIGHT
213cm x 58cm x 4cm (Wood)
Collection of kL Lifestyle Art Space

With human figures being the preferred theme and hallmark for Khalil Ibrahim,  here is a set of doors adorned with colourful figures. 
Silhouettes of individuals are situated around the middle, where Khalil’s penchant for the human body is exhibited – he paints the curves, 
contours and forms in various colours. 

These were the former main doors to his home which was purchased after his hugely successful inaugural solo exhibition showcasing batik 
works at the Samat Art Gallery in the late 1960s. These doors were given in 2010 to KL Lifestyle Art Space after Khalil Ibrahim replaced 
the doors in his home. He currently resides in the same house.  

KlaS iS moving
our new gallery is located at

31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia

FEATURES
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KLAS Art Auction 2015
Malaysian modern & contemporary art

For enquiries, please call:
LYDIA TEOH +6019 260 9668 | SHAMILA +6019 333 7668

info@mediate.com.my

September 2015 Auction
NOW OPEN FOR CONSIGNMENT

Edition XVII

KHALIL IBRAHIM (B. Kelantan, 1934) Abstract, 1993 Acrylic on canvas 97 x 115.5 cm RM 16,000 - RM 24,000



By Jane Bee

Pam Currie
Discovering the joy of exploring and learning  
in Malaysia 

She may have lived in 
many places but Pam 
Currie decided to call 
Malaysia her “new 
home”. In this issue, Pam 
shares with us her joy of 
discovering the bits and 
pieces of this country that 
contribute to enriching her 
life. 
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1. Tell with us about yourself. 
I was born in Canada. My family moved a lot when I was young, so 
I was pretty much an “air Force brat”. I met my husband in university 
and together, we’ve lived in London, Calgary, in Canada, aberdeen, 
n Scotland, Jakarta and norway. Kuala Lumpur is the place that I’ve 
lived the longest than any other place so far. 

2. When did you first come to Malaysia? 
My husband got transferred with his company at that time, thus, I 
ended up coming to Malaysia from Stavanger, norway. It has been 
eight years. Since my husband decided to start his own business here 
recently, we will probably stay for the foreseeable future. Plus, my 
children see Kuala Lumpur as home since they spend a large part of 
their formative years here. 

3. How do you cope with the cultural shock when you first arrived 
in Malaysia?
Having lived in Jakarta for several years previously, I found it rather 
easy to settle in Malaysia. not to say that Indonesia and Malaysia 
are the same but they do share some similarities in climate, culture 
and food. There’s no major language barrier and getting around is 
relatively easy with the good services and infrastructure. 

4. Share with us some of the things that you love about this 
country. 
apart from the fine art scene, I find that Malaysian artists are friendly 
towards enthusiasts and other artists as well. That aside, I love 
swimming under the sun – being a Canadian where I had to brace 
five to six months of winter a year certainly makes me appreciate the 
warmer climate and sunshine.

5. Why did you decide to be involved as a volunteer with a 
Malaysian cultural group and as a tour guide at Muzium Negara?
I realised that most Canadians did not have much knowledge about 
this country. Thus, I thought I should learn more about my new home 
when I moved to Malaysia. Being part of the Malaysian cultural 
group and a tour guide at Muzium negara is definitely a wonderful 

way to know more about the country. It is part of my ‘giving back’ to 
my new home as well. 

6. What is your favourite and least favourite food? 
I haven’t tried every food and restaurant in Kuala Lumpur yet, though I’m 
trying. For now, I enjoy good kuay teow soup, beef rendang and yee 
sang. However, I’m not a fan of dishes that consist of organs or offal. 

7. Any favourite holiday destination in Malaysia?  
My favourite is Pulau Sipadan where I get to dive there. never had I 
seen so many turtles in one place! While I do bring visitors to Melaka 
and enjoy exploring Kuala Lumpur and the art scene in Penang, I still 
have some places yet to explore in Malaysia. 

8. What are the things that you have learned from being away from 
your own country. 
I learned that each country has something to offer, such as great values 
and ideas. One thing for sure, I like the way asians respect their elders. 
It has made me appreciate my parents even more and hopefully, my 
teenagers have picked that as well. 

9. How do you usually spend your free time? 
I like to work out, walk my dog, be involved in volunteering work as 
well as to continue learning about Malaysian culture. I’m supposed to 
paint more but there are so many distractions here that I have ended up 
not being as productive as I  thought I would. 

10. Any philosophy that you live by in your life?
I always try to learn one new skill every year – be it painting, sailing, 
scuba diving or knitting. When I celebrated a new milestone with my 
husband a couple of years ago, we decided to do a number of new 
things to get ourselves out of our comfort zone, such as trying out new 
restaurants or visiting new places. While we haven’t achieved that yet, 
we are having a lot of fun trying. Since both our parents have passed 
away, we realise that life is not about having “things”, but to enjoy the 
company of family and friends as well as new experiences. 

EXPATRIATE LIVInG
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Ramada and Days Hotels Singapore 
at Zhongshan Park

At the heart of  comfort, culture and cuisine

By Kathlyn UrsUla D’soUza

ramada singapore - King Bed Guestroom Days hotel - 21 on rajah - al Fresco B
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“t
his latest Wyndham hotel Group development offers 
upscale yet comfortable accommodation for both 
value-conscious business and leisure travellers.” – tony 
Cousens, General Manager of the ramada and Days 
hotels singapore at zhongshan Park.

and it is not a fabrication.  hotel guests may opt for the three-star Days 
hotel or the four-star ramada singapore, both of which are flanked 
by variety of pubs and restaurants offering a selection of asian and 
Western cuisine aside from a shopping mall – perfectly and thoughtfully 
tailored for those who truly know and wish to mix business with 
pleasure. 

the ramada and the Days hotels singapore at zhongshan Park are the 
first properties in singapore to be run by the Wyndham hotel Group, 
the world’s largest and most diverse hotel company with over 7, 380 
hotels around the world.

this new zhongshan Park establishment developed by hh Properties 
Pte ltd and designed by one of asia’s leading architectural and interior 
design firms, DP architects offers close to 800 rooms for those who 
travel for business or leisure (or both), and it includes two international 
hotel brands, a shopping mall and a commercial tower. 

Guests who love to shop till they drop will be thrilled as they will enjoy 
convenient direct access to the zhongshan Mall, a two-storey shopping 
centre of over 4, 600 square meters. situated within the central district 
of novena, guests will find a complimentary shuttle service at their 
disposal to transport them to the Velocity and United square shopping 
malls and office towers, the novena Medical hub and the newly-
opened Mount Elizabeth hospital. the orchard road shopping belt 
and the Marina Bay Financial area are conveniently located just 10-15 
minutes by taxi. 

Complimentary shuttle bus services are available to orchard road 
as well. resorts World sentosa, Universal studios and Changi 
International airport are also a half-hour taxi ride away.

history and culture buffs will appreciate the hotels’ location along the 
Balestier heritage trail, which offers a glimpse of singapore’s past as 
well as its vibrant food and social culture.

the 14-storey Days hotel singapore at zhongshan Park includes an 
all-day dining restaurant, a gym, and 405 contemporary guest rooms 
decorated in a vibrant avant-garde style.

offering the “best value under the sun”, each Days room comes 
equipped with a 32-inch flat screen tV with cable channels, 
complimentary in-room WIFI, and an in-room safe deposit box. 

the hotel also features an all-day dining restaurant, 21 on rajah, which 
was certified as a halal food establishment in February 2014, offering 
mainly mouth-watering Mediterranean, local and south East asian fare. 

ramada singapore - lobby seating area Balsamic Caramelised lamb rack (with dried chilli ‘Kung Po’ style)
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By naDhIrah BaDarDIn

Gtower hotel is fairly new in 
the Kuala lumpur hospitality 
scene. located within the 
city’s Golden triangle, it is 
walking distance from the 

diplomstic area and business centre with 
malls such as suria KlCC and the newly 
refurbished avenue K.

Knowing that the hotel, catered to business 
travellers, has only three floors in Gtower, 
we were in suspense of what to expect. 
however, we were pleasantly surprised 
when we arrived at the lobby of Gtower, 
the check-in was at the reception area 
on the 11th floor. the ambience of the 

GTower HoTel
The Green Hideaway in the City

reception area was calming with dim 
yellow lights and walls adorned with 
photographs of nature. We were told that 
the photographer responsible for the pictures 
spent two months in Borneo as part of the 
assignment. as the hotel is pretty high up 
in the building, we could have spectacular 
views of the city everywhere we turned, 
making this felt like paradise in the sky. 

the hotel is the first fully certified green and 
smart property is Malaysia. they make a 
commitment to being environment friendly 
without compromising personal comfort. the 
room boasts panoramic views of the city. It 
has a contemporary setting with a king-sized 

bed garlanded with fluffy pillows that could 
make you feel like sleeping on clouds. the 
room also has a sizeable work desk and 
multiple international news channels on tV. 
staying true to being green, the bathroom 
has a rain shower with a technology that 
harnesses waste energy from the air-
conditioning system to heat the water. 

For dinner, we were escorted to tanzini on 
the 28th floor, an award-winning fine dining 
restaurant with chefs determined to infuse 
asian flavours into their dishes. the food 
here is creatively prepared and presented, 
evoking our taste and optical senses in the 
most pleasant way. 
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We were served a three-course dinner from 
a brand new menu that was launched the 
day before we were there, all scrumptious 
and eclectic in flavour. We especially loved 
the foie gras and beetroot relish on grilled 
ciabatta. the buttery and savoury taste of 
the foie gras, which melted in the mouth, 
was taken to new heights when mixed 
with the earthy sweetness of the relish. 
For dessert, we were served a heavenly 
hazelnut parfait and an assortment of 
housemade chocolate that was divine.  
With an ambience so romantic and 
luxurious, this was definitely one of the best 
meals we have had in Kuala lumpur. they 
also have private rooms available upon 
request. 

If you like post-dinner drinks, the bars in 
this hotel are worth a visit. the View caters 
to a young crowd while the Bridge is for 
those looking for a more mature ambience 
with the likes of Billie holliday playing in 
the air.  We were also told that the Bridge 
Bar is literally a bridge that connects two 
buildings which is a pretty cool concept for 
a bar.

For breakfast, we headed to the Club, 
a business lounge and breakfast area. 
the breakfast buffet had a range of local 
and international food, which makes for 
a delightful breakfast as you’re spoilt for 
choice.  We were amazed at how good 
the puff pastry was. the chefs here at 
Gtower have their pastry made fresh from 
scratch daily. the pastry was delightfully 
crackly and we savoured every bite as it 
slowly melted in our mouth.  
the business area is also located here 
with facilities such as computers, fax and 
printing services available until 11 pm 
everyday. they also have soundproof 
boardrooms with in house food and 
beverages services available for company 
meetings and such. 

We were reluctant to leave after a great 
weekend escape in the city. however, all 
good things must come to an end. We 
had a great experience from our stay in 
Gtower hotel and hope to revisit very 
soon. For those looking for the perfect city 
retreat, Gtower hotel is definitely worth a 
stay.

GTower Hotel 
199 Jalan tun razak
50400 Kuala lumpur, Malaysia
tel: 03-2168 1828

bedroom

tanzini Upperdeck

the Club
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The Importance of Mangroves

Mangroves, which have declined by up to half over the past 
50 years, are an important bulkhead against climate change. 
According to a study by Daniel Donato of the US Department of 
Agriculture’s Forest Service in Hilo, Hawaii, and an international 
team of researchers who examined the carbon content in 25 
mangrove forests scattered across the Indo-Pacific region, 
the destruction of these tropical coastal woodlands accounts 
for about 10 percent of carbon dioxide emissions from 
deforestation, the second largest source of carbon dioxide after 
fossil fuel combustion*.

Fewer trees not only mean less carbon dioxide absorbed from 
the air, but also the release of carbon stocks that have been 

Help protect tHe Setiu WetlandS: 
Lend your support at wwf.org.my and stand a chance to win a tea session 
with iM4U FM DJ Tyler Boy.

accumulating in shallow-water sediment over millennia.
Mangroves confer many benefits on humans living in their midst.  
The brackish  tidal  waters  in  which the trees thrive are a 
natural nursery for dozens of species of fish and shrimp essential 
to commercial fisheries  around  the  world.  Another  major  
ecosystem  service  is protection from hurricanes and storm 
surges.

Mangrove  trees  store  atmospheric  carbon  dioxide  just  
as  well  as land-based  tropical  forests.  Indeed,  below  the  
water  line,  they are  even  more  efficient,  hoarding  five  
times  more  carbon  over the same surface area. 

iM4U FM’s DJ Tyler Boy (foremost) with the 40 iM4U volunteers outside the PEWANIS Pink House, following 
a session on the making of sweet banana chips and traditional kite making.

*Source: http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/mangroves-
shield-against-climate-change-20110404-1cycp.htm
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WWF Malaysia - Take action with WWF's online ef...
http://wwf.org.my/support

http://kaywa.me/9DGmm

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

WWF Malaysia - Take action with WWF's online ef...
http://wwf.org.my/support

http://kaywa.me/9DGmm

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

WWF Malaysia - Take action with WWF's online ef...
http://wwf.org.my/support

http://kaywa.me/9DGmm

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

Following this visit, WWF-Malaysia and iM4U FM’s 
DJ tyler Boy are working hand in hand to help raise 
funds for the protection of the Setiu Wetlands, via 
a crowdfunding competition with the winner and a 
friend getting the opportunity to attend a tea session 
with DJ tyler Boy himself on September 27, 2015, 
in conjunction with World rivers Day. For more 
information on this campaign and how you can be a 
part of it, visit wwf.org.my 

Engaging Youth to Protect Mangroves

WWF-Malaysia   is   working   with   the   government   and   
other stakeholders to secure the  gazettement  of  the  Setiu  
Wetlands, including   a   sizeable   area   comprising   mangrove   
forests,   as   a protected area. This will be a significant 
contribution to mangrove conservation, which will also help to 
build ecosystem resilience to climate change.

More  immediately,  WWF-Malaysia  hopes  to  support  the 
Women’s Society of Kampung Mangkok, Setiu (PEWANIS) in their 
efforts  to  increase  the  number  of mangrove  trees  replanted  
every  year,  which  very  much  depends on the funds and 
support of visitors to the Setiu Wetlands. 

PEWANIS – an organisation which WWF-Malaysia helped 
establish to engage the  local  community  in  conservation  efforts  
and  improve  their livelihoods  through  low  impact  ecotourism  
activities  –  worked with  WWF-Malaysia  to  lead  visitors,  
teachers  and  students  to replant  about  6,600  mangrove  
seedlings  in  the  Setiu  Wetlands in Terengganu up till December 
2014. At the end of May 2015, 40 volunteers from youth 
community group iM4U were invited to follow iM4U FM’s DJ 
Tyler Boy to Setiu to create more awareness among youths on the 
importance of conserving these precious wetlands. 

Ph
ot

o 
©

 D
at

o’
 D

r D
io

ny
siu

s 
Sh

ar
m

a/
 W

W
F-M

al
ay

sia

The volunteers participated in activities such as mangrove 
replanting, making sweet banana chips and beach clean-ups, 
in a bid to understand further the important role that youths have 
in conservation. Their support was constantly updated via their 
extensive social media platforms and radio station that reach 
thousands of youths in Malaysia. 

A painted terrapin photographed in the Setiu Wetlands

A painted terrapin photographed in the Setiu Wetlands
iM4U volunteers replanting precious mangrove seedlings in the Setiu 

Wetlands with assistance from the ladies of PEWANIS.
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Sunway Property, in partnership with 
non-profit NGO, EcoKnights, celebrated 
World Environment Day for the second 
time in Johor on June 4th, 2015. 
The celebration highlighted Sunway 
Iskandar’s plan to adopt 75,000 trees 
across the 1,800 acre township as part 
of its community-driven projects.
The organisers also welcomed United 
States ambassador of Malaysia Joseph 
Y. Yun to the celebration. As part of 
an international effort to create public 
awareness on the importance of caring 
for the environment, Yun and his wife 
Dr. Melanie Billings-Yun as well as 10 
delegates had earlier participated in the 
#GoGreenLah! cycling expedition from 
Putrajaya to Singapore. The convoy 
made pit stops along the journey, 
including in Sunway Iskandar for the 
celebration. 

Sunway ISkandar to #GoGreenLah!  

Beverly Wilshire Medical Centre 
(BWMC), an integrated beauty medical 
centre specialising in cosmetic surgery, 

Beverly wilshire named International Cosmetic 
Surgery Clinic of the year

aesthetic medicine, and healthy ageing 
in Malaysia, was recently recognised as 
the International Cosmetic Surgery Clinic 

Cycling through Sunway Iskandar with United States Ambassador Yun and Wife Dr. Melanie Billings-Yun

(L-R) Mr Andy Siow Sin Wei, Executive Director, Beverly Wilshire Medical Centre; Puan Sherene Azura Azli, Chief 
Executive Officer, Malaysia Healthcare Travel Council; Dr Mohamad Nasir Zahari, Medical Director, Consultant 
Plastic, Reconstructive & Cosmetic Surgeon, Beverly Wilshire Medical Centre; and Dr Liow Tiong Sin, Executive 
Director, Consultant Aesthetic Physician, Beverly Wilshire Medical Centre during the award handover ceremony

of the Year at the International Medical 
Travel Journal (IMTJ) Medical Travel 
Awards 2015. The centre overcame 
stiff competition from Thailand, 
Singapore and European hospitals 
to clinch the title which represents 
the first international award win for 
BWMC. Its string of local recognitions  
include the BrandLaureate SMEs 
BestBrands Master Brand Award in 
the BestBrands in Health & Beauty – 
Specialist Medical Centre category, 
which it won for two consecutive 
years in 2013 and 2014. The IMTJ 
Medical Travel Award recognition 
could not have come at a better 
time as it also coincide with the third 
year anniversary of the opening of 
BWMC’s Kuala Lumpur office, further 
stamping the centre’s mark in the 
cosmetic beauty scene, both locally 
and abroad.
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PREVIEW 
HEALTH & BEAUTY

86	 Caudalie
88	 ATV
90			 	Product:	Colours



By Kathlyn UrsUla D’soUza

60 minutes with

With the rise of the supermodel era, it can be 
said that people tend to forget that beauty is 
skin deep, quite literally so. Many ladies opt for 
packing on a lot of foundation, concealer and 
powder to hide their insecurities and blemishes 

but while that effectively masks blotches for a short period of time, 
the real problem is left to fend for itself. there is a 360-degree 
change of esteem when women take a look at their reflection with 
makeup on and without. Could there really be no way of looking 
like you have flawless skin without putting in so much trouble?

thankfully, with Caudalie, a woman can feel her best at her best 
– natural. Caudalie seems to have cracked the code of combining 
both makeup and skincare at once, and many celebrities seem to 
swear by it like Victoria Beckham, olivia Palermo, Kylie Minogue, 
Katy Perry, sarah Jessica Parker and more. In 1999, Caudalie 
founders, Mathilde and Bertrand thomas, started up their own spa 
within their family’s vineyards at Château smith haut lafitte. 
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that same concept was evidently brought 
to their outlet at Bangsar shopping Centre, 
as entering the spa is akin to walking 
into vineyards, what with the wallpaper 
showcasing the vastness of chateaus, as if 
you truly are in one. 

“I designed each of my spas in such a way 
as to ensure they offer guests an out-of-
ordinary experience in unusual places. our 
vinotherapists lavish the only treatments 

VINOPERFECT RADIANCE FACIAL

Ideal for dull, tired skin, this treatment 
instantly restores radiance and vitality 
while correcting uneven complexion. 

a sculpting massage is  offered with 
essential oils combined with warm and 
cool basalt stones to awaken skin’s 
luminosity. 

the gentle yet effective Enzymatic Peel 
Mask restores the radiance of your skin 
and reveals a more youthful complexion.

the best-selling Vinoperfect radiance 
serum adds the perfect finishing touch to 
this treatment, leaving your skin bright and 
even.

The steps:

STEP 1: My makeup was removed and 
my skin was cleansed and toned before-
hand. the skin therapist was very friendly 
and informative, and lets you know the 
process every step of the way. 

STEP 2: Exfoliate, extraction and eyebrow 
tweezing (if required) was carried out. 
as someone who doesn’t normally go 
for facials, I was told that my skin was 
dreadfully congested (yikes!). I never 
knew I had to extract them, as prior 
experience caused me to never go for 
any facial sessions with extractions. 
however, this time it wasn’t painful at all. 
Mental note to you and myself, extraction 
is necessary.

STEP 3: Warm and cool stone massage 
and manual massage. the feel of hot and 
cold stones rubbing firmly against your 
skin gives you a kind of relaxed pleasure, 
so to speak. 

STEP 4: Mask and hand massage. What 
a perfect way to end the treatment.

STEP 5: Beauty ritual. If you’re one 
to never go out in public without any 
makeup on, there’ll be a box of makeup 
for you to tinker around with. Impeccable. 

Caudalie also offers other treatments 
for any signs of ageing, or for skin and 
eye areas that are lacking vitality and 
firmness, for dry, sensitive and stressed 
skin, body massages for relaxing the 
body, burst of radiance in 30 minutes and 
for tired eyes. 

as Caudalie’s products are heavily tinted 
with grapes, so expect delightful showers 
of grapes on your person, and as they 
say it there, “have a grape time!” 

of their kind in the world based on the 
exceptional ancient powers of the vines. 
Welcome to our spas,” said the founder of 
Caudalie, Mathilde thomas. 

I had a talk with the skin therapist about 
my current beauty regime, allergies and 
such and I was treated with the Vinoperfect 
radiance Facial, a treatment that would 
take approximately an hour. What it was 
to give me was instant radiance and a 
perfect complexion. 
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L
ocated just behind zoo negara is 
Malaysia’s largest atV adventure park 
which boasts various jungle trails for 
all adrenaline junkies and anyone 
who has always wondered how it’ll 

be like to ride a big bad bike in a jungle. 

the owners started the business in 2006 
with only seven all-terrain vehicles or quad 
bikes. almost a decade later, the atV 
adventure ride Park has over 80 units of 
bikes. Even hollywood actors owen Wilson 

ATV AdVenTure ride PArk in 
kemensAh heighTs

An outdoor adventure fix on the outskirts of the city
By naDhIrah BaDarDIn

and Josh hartnett dropped by the adventure 
park during a visit in 2012!

Upon hearing about the atV adventure ride 
Park, we were excited to check it out. It took 
us about five minutes from the highway to 
reach the foot of atV adventure ride Park. 
Visitors will first arrive at the foot of a small 
hill past a winding road that has a welcome 
sign into the park and a tflight of steps 
leading up to the base. as we reached the 
top, we were greeted by a huge graffiti 

rock near the main base and big quad 
bikes lined up and ready to take us on an 
exciting journey.

the number one rule is to always wear 
proper sports attire or the likes of it as this 
really isn’t a walk in the park despite the 
word “park” being a part of the brand. 
there is also a policy here that guests 
would have to adhere to, which states 
that any accident would not be under the 
liability of the management. therefore, we 
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were required to sign a liability release 
form upon registration and an expert 
briefed us on how to handle the quad 
bike. Visitors are also encouraged to do a 
three-round test run before taking the bikes 
out on the trail. 

there are four packages, all comprising 
various trails of the forest that lead to two 
waterfalls, a dam, and a hilltop view of the 
whole city. 

We opted for package B, a beginner’s 
trail of about two hours, which led us 
to the 7-tier waterfall. these trails are 
said to be milder compared to the more 
advanced trails for the experienced 
rider, which will take you through steep 
hills, rocky terrains, river trail and bumpy 
muddy holes. however, with close to no 
experience on a quad bike, we struggled 
our way a little through the trail.

the waterfall at the end of the trail has not 
been exploited despite being clsoe to a 
rapidly developing city. We took a little 
dip in the water to cool off before making 
our way back to the base. 

Before beginning on the trail, we were 
advised by our guides to not hold 
on to our bags as this might disrupt 
concentration while handling the quad 
bike. riding the quad bike may be 
challenging at first due to its heavy-duty 
nature but even first-timers like us soon got 
the hang of manoeuvring it through the 
trails. 

Besides the various packages offered, 
the atV adventure ride Park also comes 
with facilities such as changing rooms, 
an ample car park and even a swimming 
pool, making it an ideal location for large 
group gatherings. Excited and tired from 
the trails, I could say that everyone had 
a good time. We would definitely be 
making another visit to the atV adventure 
ride Park soon.

	KL	LIFESTYLE	l	89	

FEATURES

ATV Adventure Park Kuala Lumpur
Ulu Klang, selangor, Kampung Kemensa,  
68000 Malaysia
tel: 019-244 8544 for bookings  
and enquiries. 

quad bikes

quad bikes

waterfall at the end of trail



ChiC FUChSiA
Dolce & Gabbana: Classic Cream Lipstick in Bouganville, RM 130 

Packaged in a chic gold plated metallic case, this luminous new shade from Dolce & 
Gabbana’s spring 2015 collection features a bright fuchsia shade with warm undertones. 

this lipstick glides on smoothly like satin and does not feel waxy  
even with the opaque shade it guarantees. also, the moderately 

 hydrating formula works like a charm on dry lips  
and does not amplify lip cracks.  

20 ShAdES oF ViCE
Urban Decay: Vice 3 Palette, RM 219

here’s Urban Decay’s take on “you can never have too 
much of a good thing”. this jewel-inlayed palette consists 
of 20 swatches, including two brand new shades from the 
Vice series, with each shade named ingeniously as is the 
Urban Decay signature. the colours are themed in columns 
of mattes, cool shades, rich shades, reds and neutrals. 
We love the velvety texture and the staying power of this 
season’s ‘vice’ palette!

SApphiRE LinES
Bobbi Brown: Perfectly Defined Gel Liner in Sapphire, RM 90 

Bobbi Brown is known to have one of the best gel liners in the market. With 
the new retractable pencil form of the gel liner, you can leave aside your 

eyeliner brush and embrace the convenience of this velvety smooth yet highly 
opaque eyeliner! taking a turn from the usual browns and blacks, this matte 

sapphire blue will brighten up your peepers without the help of any other eye 
makeup.

CoRRECTing CoLoURS
Stila: Set & Correct Baked Powder Trio The Correctors 
- Peach/ Lavender/ Green, RM 132

this 3-in-1 baked trio of correcting powders is a marvel to all makeup 
enthusiasts. this delightful trio in shades of peach, lavender and green brightens 
and primes the skin, colour-corrects and evens skin tone as well as setting 
makeup with a flawless, satin-like finish.

SCEnT oF SUmmER
Escada: Turquoise Summer, RM 276

this year’s Escada perfume is a lively, fruity and floral fragrance of berries 
and wild red fruits that beckons the arrival of summer in a bottle. aptly named 
turquoise summer, this is scent that embraces the playful and feminine side of all 
women. the bottle is reminiscent of a blue-skied day with a hint of pink from a 
perching butterfly; exactly what summer feels like to all of us. 

Blooming in Colours 
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																															Jasons	Food	Hall	
is	a	favourite	with	shoppers,	as	it	
offers	an	extensive	range	of	fresh	and	
international	food	brands.		
10am	-	10pm	daily.

Nanny's ad.pdf   1   10/24/14   11:11 AM
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Sambal Hijau
Lot 2990, Kampung Sungai Pen-
chala, (Sebelah Masjid Kuning), Jalan 
Damansara, 60000 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 03-7731 2045

Hanaya Japanese Restaurant
Lobby Floor, Grand Milennium 
Kuala Lumpur, 160 Jalan Bukit Bintang, 
55100 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2110 5499

The Resort Cafe 
03 - 7495 1888 . Lobby Level, 
Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa
*Pork-Free Restaurant

Eight Gourmets Gala (EGG) 
017 948 8684 . Suite G-01, Ground 
Floor, Pinnacle Annexe, Persiaran 
Lagoon, Bandar Sunway, 47500, 
Selangor 

.	03-2692	2685	

Hotel	.	Halal	.	Private	Dining

03-2144	0059	.	13	Jalan	Damai,	off	
Jalan	Tun	Razak	.	Halal	.	Casual	Dining

4,	Jln	Delima,kl

Sheraton	Imperial	Hotel

03-2161	0616

Hotel	.	Non-Halal	.	Private	Dining
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Kokufu

03-2782	6118

Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182	1234				Jalan	Pinang
			KLCC				JP	Teres	(Malaysian),	
THIRTY8	(International),	Poolside
From	RM550	-	RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

Seri Pacific Hotel Kuala Lumpur
03-4042	5555				Jalan	Putra					PWTC				
Zende	(Int’l),	Kokufu	(Jap),	lounge	to	Chereza	
From	RM198++	to	RM3,000				B5
www.seripacifichotel.com

Istana Negara, Jalan Duta
Located	along	Jalan	Duta,	it	is	the	official	
residence	of	Malaysia’s	king	since	Nov	
11,	2011.		Influenced	by	both	Islamic	
and	traditional	Malay	architecture,	this	
unique	structure	is	the	latest	addition	to	
the	country’s	architectural	wonders.
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Tao	(chi)

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA
03-8787	3333

Makana	Restaurant

The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5 Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin, 50000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

03-2785 8000
www.majestickl.com

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723	1188
Jalan	Stesen	Sentral

Nook	(International),	MAI	Bar	(Bar	
Menu),	w	xyz(SM)	Bar	(Cocktails	&	
Snacks)				From	RM270	-	RM388
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/
alofthotels

Degrees	(Int),	Traveller’s	Bar	&	Grill,	
Palmz	Lounge	(Wn)	.		From	RM570++
www.samasamahotels.com

Flavours	Restaurant	(Int’l),	Green	
Treats	Delicatessen	(Int’l),	T@ste	6	
Restaurant	(Int’l)	.	From470+
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Craft Complex 
03- 2164 8344
 Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. • 

Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik 
printing and pottery from the 13 states 
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. 
• E9 FREE

Telekom Museum
03-2031 9966
 Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan 

• Displays interesting exhibits of 
  telephones and evolution of their 
  designs over the years. 
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays 
• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad Building
 Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan 

Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big 
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and 
heritage building is well known for its 
Moghul architecture dating back to 
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme 
Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers 
03- 2615 8188

 KLCC • KL City Centre • The 
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped 
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is 
open to visitors between 9am-7pm 
daily, closed on Monday • D8
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KL Lifestyle Art Space, Bangsar
150, Jalan Maarof, Bukit Bandaraya, 59100 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA
For Enquiries Call : +6019 333 7668
Opening Hours: 10am to 7pm daily

Bank Negara Malaysia Museum 
and Art Gallery Sasana Kijang 
No. 2, Jalan Dato Onn, 
50480 Kuala Lumpur
Opening Hours: 10am to 6pm daily
For Enquiries Call: +603-9179 2742

Galeri Tenaga
Wisma TNB, Jalan Timur, Petaling Jaya
Tel : +603-2296 5566 
Fax : +603-2282 3274
Opening Hours: 
Monday – Friday : 10 am – 3 pm.

University of Malaya Art Gallery 
(UMAG)
Tingkat 5, Bangunan Canseleri, Universiti 
Malaya, Petaling Jaya
Tel: 03-79671061
Opening Hours: 9.00am to 4.00pm
Closed on: Saturday and Sunday
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EXPLORE KUALA 
LUMPUR

9 10

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

 1   Agora Hotel
      Tel: 2142 8133   F8
 2   Alpha Genesis Hotel  
      Tel: 2142 6868   F7
 3   Berjaya Times Square  
      Hotel & Convention Centre
      Tel: 2117 8000   F8
 4   Brisdale International   
      Hotel
      Tel: 2694 8833   B6
 5   Capitol Hotel
      Tel: 22143 7000   F8
 6   Carcosa Seri Negara
      Tel: 2282 1888   F8
 7   Cardogan Hotel
      Tel: 2144 4883   F8
 8   Concorde Hotel
      Tel: 2144 2200   D7
 9   Corona Inn
      Tel: 2144 3888   F7
10  Coronade Hotel
      Tel: 2148 6888   F8
11  Corus Hotel
      Tel: 2161 8888   C9
12  Doubletree Hilton 
      Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2172 7272   C10
13  Crown Regency Hotel
      Tel: 2162 3888   D8
14  Crowne Plaza 
      Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2148 2322   E8
15  Dorsett Regency Hotel
      Tel: 2715 1000   F9
16  Dynasty Hotel
      Tel: 4043 7777   A4
17  Equatorial Hotel
      Tel: 2161 7777   E8
18  Federal Hotel
      Tel: 2148 9166   F8
19  Fortuna Hotel
      Tel: 2141 9111   F8
20  Grand Central Hotel
      Tel: 4041 3011   B5
21  Grand Continental Hotel
      Tel: 2693 9333   C5
22  Grand Millenium KL
      Tel: 2141 8000   E8
23  Grand Pacific Hotel
      Tel: 4042 2177   A5
24  Grand Seasons Hotel
      Tel: 2697 8888   B6

25  Hilton KL
      Tel: 2264 2264   G3
26  Hotel Istana
      Tel: 2141 9988   E8
27  Hotel Maya Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2711 8866   D8
28  Impiana KLCC 
      Hotel & Spa
      Tel: 2147 1111   D8
29  JW Marriott Hotel
      Tel: 2715 9000  E9
30  Kuala Lumpur             
      International Hotel
      Tel: 2697 8833   B6
31  Le Meridien KL
      Tel: 2263 7888   G3
32  Malaya Hotel
      Tel: 2072 772   F5
33  Malaysia Hotel
      Tel: 2142 8033   F8
34  Mandarin Oriental Hotel
      Tel: 2380 8888   G6
35  Mandarin Court Hotel
      Tel: 2273 9933  G6
36  Maradian Oriental Hotel
      Tel: 2380 8888  D8
37  Melia Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2785 2828   F8
38  Micasa All Suite Hotel
      Tel: 2179 8000   D10
39  Midah Hotel KL
      Tel: 2273 9999   G5
40  Mirama Hotel
      Tel: 2148 9122   G6
41  InterContinental KL
      Tel: 2161 1111   C9
42  Novotel Kuala Lumpur 
     City Centre
      Tel: 2147 0888   E8
43  Olympic Sports Hotel
      Tel: 2078 7888  F7
44  Pacific Regency
      Hotel Suite
      Tel: 2332 7777   D7
45  Parkroyal Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2147 0088   F8
46  PNB Darby Park 
      Executive Suites
      Tel: 7490 3333   D10
47  Prince Hotel & 
      Residence Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 2170 8888   D10

48  Quality Hotel
      Tel: 2693 9233   C5
49  Renaissance 
      Kuala Lumpur Hotel
      Tel: 2162 2233   D7
50  Residence Hotel
      Tel: 2693 3333  C5
51  Ritz-Carlton 
      Kuala Lumpur Hotel
      Tel: 2142 8000   F9
52  Seri Pacific 
      Kuala Lumpur
      Tel: 4042 5555   B5
53  Shangri-La Hotel
      Tel: 2032 2388   D7
54  Sheraton Imperial
      Tel: 2717 9900   D6
55  Stanford Hotel
      Tel: 2691 9833   B6
56  Swiss Garden Hotel
      Tel: 2141 3333   F7
57  Swiss Inn Hotel
      Tel: 2072 3333   G6
58  The Heritage 
      Station Hotel
      Tel: 2273 5588   G5
59  The Legend Hotel 
      Tel: 4042 9888   B5
60  The Lodge
      Tel: 2142 0122   E8
61  The Plaza Hotel
      Tel: 2698 2255   C5
62  The Ritz-Carlton 
      Residences
      Tel: 2142 9000   F9
63  The Royale Bintang
      Tel: 2143 8000   F8
64  The Westin KL
      Tel: 2731 8333   E9
65  The Zon All Suites    
      Residences on the Park
      Tel: 2164 8000   C9
66  Traders Hotel     
       Tel: 2332 9888   D8
67  Tune Hotels.com
      Tel: 7692 5888   C5
68  Vistana Hotel      
       Tel 4042 80000   A5

1. Ampang Park
Tel: 03-2161 7006 C10
2. Avenue K
Tel: 03-2166 7888 C9
3. Berjaya Times Square
Tel: 1-300-888-988 E9
4. City Square
Tel: 03-2162 1566 C10
5. KL Sogo
Tel: 03- 2698 2111 D5
6. Kompleks Kotaraya
Tel: 03-2072 2562 F6
7. Lot 10
Tel: 03-2141 0500 F8

15. The Weld
Tel: 03-2162 3580 E9
16. Yow Chuan Plaza
Tel: 03-2142 9701 C10

8. Low Yat Plaza
Tel: 03-2162 1176 F8
9. Maju Junction
Tel: 03-2772 8550 C5
10. Pertama Complex
Tel: 03-2691 6599 D5
11. Starhill Gallery
Tel: 03-2148 1000 F8
12. Sungei Wang Plaza
Tel: 03-2148 6109 F8
13. Suria KLCC
Tel: 03-2382 2828 D8
14. The Mall
Tel: 03-4042 7122 B5

Shopping Malls:



RAIL TRANSIT NETWORK OF KUALA LUMPUR Getting around in Kuala Lumpur 
is easy. The transit systems 
are efficient, taxis are plenty 
and buses are cheap. The public 
transportation usage peak 
hours are from 7am to 9am and 
4.30pm to 6.30pm during the 
working days.

        By Transit systems
The KL monorail and LRT coaches are 
air-conditioned and comfortable and run 
from 6am to midnight. The systems are 
connected to each other at several points 
and the network covers most parts of the 
city. Fares range from RM0.70 to RM2.80 
per single journey.

        By Taxis
Taxis are easily available at hotels or at 
taxi stands. Fares start at RM3 for the 
first kilometre and RM0.10 for every 115 
metres thereon. There is a 50% sur-
charge on the metered fare from mid-
night to 6am and a baggage charge of 
RM1 per piece stored in the boot. There 
is also an additional RM1 for 3rd passen-
ger (maximum 4 in a car). For an extra 
charge of RM2, you can book a taxi by 
phone.

        By Ecovans
Ecovans can accommodate up to 5 pas-
sengers. They serve mainly guests at 
major hotels and follow the fare structure 
of taxis but charge RM4 instead of RM2 
for the first kilometre.

        By Buses
Buses serve all parts of Kuala Lumpur 
with fares beginning from RM1. Some 
hotels also offer free bus shuttle services 
to major shopping malls in the city. 

        KL Hop-on/Hop-off Bus Service 
Links you to 40 attractions around the 
city with 22 designated stops. 8.30am 
to 8.30pm. Ticket: RM38 with discounts 
for locals, senior citizens, students and 
children. 03-2691 1382

Getting to the Airport

    KLIA Ekspres: The journey takes 
about 30 minutes from KL Sentral and 
the fare is RM35 per person per way. 
There is also check-in facility at KL Sen-
tral for some airlines.

        Taxi: The fare from the city centre to 
the airport is RM60 – RM90 per taxi.

        Eco Transit: Eco Transit can accom-
modate up to 5 adults and has a fixed 
fare of RM130/ trip.

    Limousine: Can be arranged with 
the hotel concierge and fare range from 
RM100 – RM200.

Coaches To KLIA and/or LCCT

The 1-hour journey costs between RM9 
and RM25 per person.

• Airport Coach - 03-8787 3894
• Sky Bus - 03-6201 2742
• Aerobus - 017-363 3255
• The Star Shuttle - 03-4043 8811

Transportation

        Air Travel
• KL International Airport Sepang
   03-8776 2000
• LCC Terminal - KLIA 
   03-8777 8888
• Domestic Airport - Subang 
   03-7846 7777
• KL CAT (City Air Terminal) 
   03-2267 8000

        Domestic Airlines
• MAS 03-7843 3000
• MAS Reservation Number
  1 300 88 3000
• AirAsia 03-8775 4000
• Berjaya Air 03-7846 8228
• FireFly 03-7845 4543
• Fly Asian Xpress (fax) 
   03-8660 4343

        Rail
• KL Sentral 03-2274 7435
• KLIA Ekspres 03-2267 8000
• KTM 03-2267 1200
• Rapid KL 03-7625 6999
• KL Monorail 03-2273 1888

        Car Rental
• Apex 03-2142 1926
• Avis 03-2142 0166
• Orix 03-2142 3009
• Hertz 03-2148 6433
• Mayflower 03-2279 1188
• Sintat 03-2145 7988

        Taxis
• Radio Cab 03-9221 7600
• Airport Limo Meet & Greet 
   03-8787 3678
• Saujana Cab 03-2162 8888
• Comfort Taxi 03-8024 2727
• Eco Transit 03-5512 2266
• Supercab 03-7805 5333
• Outstation Taxi 03-2078 0213

Emergency Services
• KL Tourist Police (24 hours) 
   03-2166 8322
• Police & Ambulance 
   999 or 112 (mobile phones)
• Fire & Rescue 994
• KL City Council 03-2691 6011

Tourism Offices
• Malaysia 1-300-88-5050
• Tourism Centre (24-hour) 
   03-2164 3929
• Kuala Lumpur 03-2693 6661
• Penang 04-261 9067
• Johor 07-222 3591
• Terengganu 09-622 1433
• Sabah 088-248 698
• Sarawak 082-246 575
• Kedah 04-731 2311
• Pahang 09-747 7520
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