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Public Holiday

Art

KLAS ART AUCTION
MALAYSIAN MODERN & 
CONTEMPORARY ART
Kuala Lumpur Full Showcase
6 - 18 Jan 
KL Lifestyle Art Space 
150 Jalan Maarof, Bukit 
Bandaraya, 59100 KL
Open daily from 10am - 7pm

CONCERTO fOR ORChESTRA
18 Jan (Sat) @ 8.30pm, 
19 Jan (Sun) @ 3.00pm
Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

BEST Of (PLAY)
23 - 25 Jan 2014 @ 8.30pm 
25 - 26 Jan 2014 @ 3.00pm
Pentas 2, KLPAC

FEBRUARY 2014

Official launch 
Of RetROspective 

exhibitiOn & bOOk

Open Daily from 10am - 7 pm

PERIOD fT. ThE YOUNg KL SINgERS
10-12 Jan 2014
Penangpac, Straits Quay, Penang



	

CALENDAR JANUARY 2014
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

GOINGS-ON       

21 22 23 24 25

118

4

30

17

KONSERT gELOMBANg 
SALAMIAh hASSAN
10-12 Jan @ 8.30pm
Istana Budaya

AfRO hIP-hOP
8 Jan (Wed) @ 8.00pm

KL WEDDINg ExPO 2014  
17Th EDITION
3 – 5 Jan @ 10.30am to 9pm
Mid Valley Exhibition Centre,  
Kuala Lumpur. 

LEE KWANg SOO fAN  
MEETINg IN MALAYSIA
4 Jan (Sat), Starstage @ Level 15, 
KWC Fashion Mall

hAPPY NEW YEAR 
2014

A MUI LIvE 2014
16-17 Jan @ 8.30pm,  
18 Jan @ 3.00pm
Pentas 1, KLPAC

KONSERT ORKESTRA 
TRADISIONAL MALAYSIA  
(OTM) BERSAMA BINTANg 
24-26 Jan @ 8.30pm
Istana Budaya

MPO JAM-BUSTERS
22 Jan (Wed) @ 6.30pm
Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

MPO ChAMBER 
PLAYERS
21 Jan @ 6.30pm, Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers, 
KLCC

ROYAL LANgKAWI 
INTERNATIONAL REgATTA
13 – 18 Jan @ 8am 
Langkawi, Kedah

AARON YAN INSOMNIA ASIA 
TOUR LIvE IN KUALA LUMPUR 
2014
25 Jan (Sat) @ 8.00pm
Starstage @ KWC Fashion  
Mall Level 15

ThE MOzART’S ExPERIENCE
25 Jan (Sat) @ 3.00pm
26 Jan (Sun) @ 2.30pm, 4.30pm
Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

ChINESE NEW YEAR
30 Jan – 1 Feb 2014

ThAIPUSAM
17 January 2014
Batu Caves, Selangor.

vISIT MALAYSIA YEAR 2014



Best of (Play)

Award-winning actress Siti Khalijah Zainal takes centre-stage in this one-
woman show specially created for her by Alvin Tan and Haresh Sharma.

First staged at the M1 Singapore Fringe Festival in 2013, subsequently 
at CausewayEXchange in Penang and fresh off a restaging by popular 
demand at the Fringe  in January 2014, all to rave reviews, Best Of by The 
Necessary Stage looks at issues of the day through collective stories and 
personal reflection.

23 - 25 Jan @ 8.30pm, 
Pentas 2, klpac
25 - 26 Jan@ 3pm, 
Pentas 2, klpac

Tickets : RM35 (adults), RM25 (Students, 
TAS cardholders and disabled)

03-4047 9000
www.kplac.org

Period featuring the young Kl singers                                                                        

Reworking the sounds of the past for the modern world, 
from lute songs to rotas, court dances to madrigals. A 
contemporary look at vocal and choral music from the 
Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque periods of Europe 
and Latin America.

10 - 11 Jan @ 12pm
12 Jan @ 3pm, Stage 2, penangpac.

Tickets : RM35 (adults), RM25 (Students, TAS 
cardholders and disabled)

04- 899 1722
www.penangpac.org

ARTS

10-12

THEATRE

10-12

Klas art auCtion
Malaysian Modern & 
ConteMPorary art 

The KLAS Art Auction Malaysian and 
Modern & Contemporary Art Edition VII 
will be kicking off KL Lifestyle Art Space’s 
calendar with the first auction for 2014. 

Kuala lumpur full showcase
6 - 18 Jan 2014
KL Lifestyle Art Space 
150 Jalan Maarof, Bukit Bandaraya, 
59100 KL
Open daily from 10am - 7pm

auction day
19 Jan 2014 (Sunday) @ 1pm
Clarke Ballroom
Le Meridien Kuala Lumpur

goings-ON

8 l KL LIFESTYLE



Konsert geloMBang salaMiah hassan

Malaysian singer Salamiah Hassan, who reached 
the peak of her success in the 70s and 90s will be 
performing for three nights straight at Istana Budaya. 
Don’t miss the legendary performance produced by Akid 
Productions Sdn Bhd and directed by local director Pat 
Ibrahim.

10-12 Jan @ 8.30pm Istana Budaya

Tickets: RM83, RM103, RM123, RM153, RM203, 
RM253, RM303

03-41478600
Ticket2u.biz

Ze:a illusionist ConCert live in Malaysia

After more than a year since the group’s successful showcase in Malaysia, 
ZE:A is now back to greet Malaysians for the third time. With the success 
of their ‘Illusion’ album released in August 2013, they will be holding 
their first full-scale concert in Seoul, and thanks to organisers “360 Studio 
Worldwide” and “Hallyu Entertainment” who are bringing a piece of the 
concert to Malaysia for ZE:As in South East Asia.

18 Jan (Sat) @ 8.00pm, Starstage, Kenanga Wholesale City

Tickets: RM150, RM250, RM350, RM450, RM600

03 - 8775 4666
Redtix.airasia.com

a Mui live 2014

This is a moving tribute to a legendary performer. Even though she was born into 
poverty, she was propelled into superstar status through her stoic determination and 
sheer hard work. With her unique husky vocals, charismatic stage presence and 
unparalleled showmanship, she was the singer everyone remembers fondly. The 
success she enjoyed on stage did not spill over to her love life and she journeyed 
through life, single and alone, despite her fervent search for and strong belief in 
love. Now, she can no longer hear the warm applause from the audience, but the 
anthemic smash hits she had left behind will continue to live on. This is her story 
and a cherished memory that unites us all.

16 Jan - 17 Jan @ 8.30pm, Pentas 1, klpac.
18 Jan @ 3pm, Pentas 1, klpac.

Tickets : RM66, RM88, RM168.

03-4047 9000
www.klpac.org

aaron yan insoMnia asia tour 
live in Kuala luMPur 2014

Taiwanese singer Aaron Yan from former 
Taiwanese boyband Fahrenheit will be 
performing in KWC Fashion Mall as part of 
his Insomnia Asia Tour. Be blown away by the 
amazing vocals of the winner of Most Potential 
Male Singer by HITO Radio Music Awards.

25 Jan (Sat) @ 8.00pm 
Starstage @ KWC Fashion Mall Level 15

Tickets: RM88, RM188, RM288

03-2282 2020
Galaxy.com.my

MUSIC

18

goings-ON
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MPo ChaMBer Players

Join MPO musicians for an hour of Chamber Music. 

21 Jan @ 6.30pm, Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

Tickets : RM20

03-2051 7007
www.mpo.com.my

the MoZart exPerienCe

A street musician is caught playing the 
orchestra’s grand piano. Much to her 
surprise, the conductor does not scold 
her, but instead offers her the chance 
to “be Mozart.” The street musician 
and her companion must now 
confront dilemmas and opportunities 
similar to those faced by Mozart 
in this musical adventure filled with 
examples of his greatest music.

25 Jan @ 3pm, 
Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS,  
PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

26 Jan @ 2.30pm, Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS,  
PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

27 Jan @ 4.30pm, Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS,  
PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

Tickets : RM20, RM40, RM60, 
RM80.

03-2051 7007
www.mpo.com.my

KlPaC orChestra Winter ConCert

The Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre will present its Orchestra Winter Concert 
2014. KLPAC’s community orchestra fosters creative excellence, and develops and 
nurtures performing arts culture in Malaysia. Resident conductor, Dr Takahisa Ota, 
trains and guides his orchestra to improve and sharpen their musical craft. For the 
Winter Concert they will be performing the classical music of Mozart and Respighi. 
Come support and listen to KLPAC’s community orchestra’s Winter opening concert to 
welcome the New Year!

11 Jan (Sat) @ 8.30pm, 12 Jan (Sun) @ 3.30pm

Tickets: RM23 for side seats, students, disabled and TAS card members, RM43
Pentas 1, KLPAC

03-40479000
www.Klpac.org

CLASSICAL

goings-ON

10 l KL LIFESTYLE



lee KWang soo Meets fans in Malaysia

Malaysian fans of Running Man will be in store for a session that will get them up and 
close with one of the cast most “paid attention to” personalities; Lee Kwang-Soo; who 
is known as the framing master, betrayer and giraffe in the show. He was originally 
only known to be timid and quiet at the show’s commencement but slowly became 
the show’s resident traitor as betrayal became all the more prominent in the show. His 
hilarious and charismatic personality in Running Man propels him into international 
stardom and even given the title of Asia’s Prince because of his immense popularity 
across Asia.

4 Jan @ 7pm, KWC Fashion Mall, Kuala Lumpur.

Tickets : RM98, RM158, RM298, RM498.

03-7880 7999
www.ticketpro.com.my    

ConCerto for orChestra 

Zoltán Kocsis, best known as an outstanding 
pianist, now takes to the podium for a most 
interesting programme combining Bartók’s 
best-known orchestral composition, the 
Concerto for Orchestra (solos for everyone) 
with a selection of short, little-known works of 
Debussy, including Kocsis’ own arrangements 
of some very beautiful songs

18 Jan @ 8.30pm
19 Jan @ 3pm, Dewan Filharmonik 
PETRONAS, PETRONAS Twin Towers, KLCC

Tickets : RM50, RM70, RM100, RM130.

03-2051 7007
www.mpo.com.my

Kl Wedding exPo 2014 17th edition

The KL Wedding Expo is one of the best platforms in Malaysia where 
wedding services for bridal designed wedding accessories are promoted. 
It showcases the best and latest beauty and bridal products in the market. 
The highlights of the show will be the getting together of the most renowned 
designers of Malaysia and the surrounding countries. 
 

3 – 5 Jan @ 10.30am to 9pm, 
Mid Valley Exhibition Centre, Kuala Lumpur. 

03-9132 9888
www.haranet.com.my

18-19

CLASSICAL

MISCELLANEOUS

goings-ON
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royal langKaWi international 
regatta

An event that has become the talk of Southeast Asia, 
the Royal Langkawi International Regatta will see more 
than 50 yachts competing in nine highly-charged 
racing classes. Watch a fleet ranging from Racing 
Class to Club Cruisers. Do not miss the drama and 
excitement on the high seas! 

13 – 18 Jan @ 8am, Langkawi, Kedah. 

04-966 4078
www.langkawiregatta.com

Ponggal

Ponggal is regarded as a thanksgiving 
occasion. A highlight of the festival is the 
Ponggal cooking ceremony of boiling rice till 
it overflows, symbolising wealth and harvest. 
The festival is celebrated over a four-day 
period.

14 Jan, Sri Mahamariamman Temple, 
Jalan Tokong, Penang.

04-650 5136

14

13-18

MISCELLANEOUS

the aMaZing toyBox

A great combination of live original music, puppets, costumes, comedy and 
dancing, the Amazing ToyBox tells truly fun and imaginative stories to children 
and their families. Former bandmates as well as pre-school music-and-drama 
teachers Reuben Tupaz and Mark de Silva present their highly interactive show 
which has entertained thousands of toddlers in the region since 2005.  Ideal 
for toddlers one year and above.

25-26 Jan @ 11.00am, PJ Live Arts, Jaya One, Petaling Jaya

Tickets: RM35 (LIVE Cardholder), RM40

03-79600439
www.pjlivearts.my

goings-ON

12 l KL LIFESTYLE



thaiPusaM

One of the most important Hindu festivals in Malaysia, 
celebrated mainly by Malaysian Hindus of Tamil origin. 
The celebrations are vividly colourful and marked by acts 
of self-mortification, with devotees adopting painful body 
piercings before parading en masse to Batu caves. More 
than a million pilgrims gather for the festival each year.

17 Jan, Batu Caves, Selangor.

03-6189 6284

Chinese neW year

It’s a time for celebration and merrymaking. Family 
reunion feasts and open houses are a common feature 
and children receive ‘ang pow’ or little red money 
packets from the elders. Don’t miss the exciting lion and 
dragon dance performances at shopping malls and 
homes! 

30 Jan – 1 Feb 2014, Nationwide. 

visit Malaysia year 2014 grand 
launCh

This is set to be a year filled with exciting activities! 
Enjoy the fireworks that will set Malaysia’s skyline 
ablaze with colours and the cultural music that will 
reverberate to mark the commencement of VMY2014! 

Be amazed by the impressive 3D mapping and 
multimedia showcase. Light up your night with 
pyrotechnics effects and indulge in the 1Fabulous Street 
Food galore where you will get a taste of delicious 
Malaysia delicacies. Be entertained by some of the 
best artists in the region as they serenade you with their 
popular hits. It will be a Truly Asia, a truly memorable 
night! 

4 Jan, Merdeka Square, Kuala Lumpur.
1300 88 5050
www.vmy2014.com

4

30-1

17

AROUNd MALAySIA

goings-ON
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At age 76, Datuk Zainal Abidin Ali is 
still as active as can be. He released 
his autobiography titled, ‘Travels and 

Tribulations of An Architect’ in 2009 and 
is currently preparing for a second. “I’ll be 
launching the book in 2014 and it will feature 
a collection of pictures that include more 
of my travels and important events that has 
taken place in my life. One of my hobbies is 
photography and I have thousands of pictures 
that I’ve shot and kept,” said Zainal.

The early years
Zainal Abidin or popularly known as Bidin 
among his family and friends, was born on 
June 27, 1937 at Lorong Peel, off Cochrane 
Road in Kuala Lumpur. “I come from a big 
family with thirteen siblings and I’m the 
youngest of the lot, and definitely the spoiled 
one. But, when I was born, I was considered 
the tenth child. My mother had a pair of 
twins and a brother who passed away at six 
months old,” he explained.

After completing his primary education 
at the Pasar Road English School, Zainal 
Abidin continued his schooling at the Victoria 
Institution, where he developed his sporting 
talents in badminton, tennis and swimming, 

By Marlina Azmi

Datuk Zainal Abidin Ali takes us through a journey of his 
illustrious life of family, tennis, architecture, art and travel.

distinguished architect with many talents

Zainal Abidin with Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah’s children

14 l KL LIFESTYLE

COVER STORY



through proper coaching. He always looked 
up to his father – a self-educated man who 
rose from an ordinary general clerk to being 
the official of Official Assignee and Public 
Trustee as a good role model and mentor.

“I admired how my father stressed on the 
importance of education and how my mom 
focused her attention on matters like making 
sure we ate the right food, so that we 
remained healthy. It was tough for them to 
take care of ten children, especially during the 
war where we had to mix tapioca and rice as 
our meal. Because my father was an ordinary 
government servant, my second eldest brother 
successfully received a scholarship to study 
law at Cambridge and then my eldest sister 
got one too but she didn’t want to go. She 
was concerned about her siblings but my 
father made sure she went. He said to her,  
‘You must go, because when I send a son 
overseas he will become a man but if I send 
a daughter abroad, when you return you will 
become a nation,” he recalled.

Cultivating an ambition
Zainal Abidin’s initial plan was to become 
a teacher after watching the success of his 
sister, who received a scholarship to further 
her studies. “I thought if I became a teacher 
I would have more chances of getting a 
scholarship too. I did well in school but I was 
active in sports and participated in swimming, 
badminton and tennis but I didn’t manage to 
get a scholarship,” he said. His frustration led 
him to seek advice from his tennis coach, an 
Englishman named Mr Bruce, who was an 
expatriate working for Shell and volunteered 
as a coach in his free time. “I went to see him 
and before I could say anything, he said to 
me, ‘there’s no tennis coaching today’. I said 
no Sir, I came to look for a job then he told 

me to sit down. He asked what was my best 
school subject and I replied that I was good in 
English, mathematics and art and he caught the 
word art. He then asked me if I had paintings 
and I said, yes, lots of them.” 

“Then he got on the phone and rang an English 
architect, Samuel Cook. He said, ‘Sam, I’ve 
got this young boy here and he’s got some 
pictures and drawings to show you. Can you 
come over and see him tomorrow?’ I was so 
excited that I went home to tell my dad about 
the interview and he was very supportive,” he 
continued. That incident marked the beginning 
of Zainal Abidin’s illustrious career as an 
architect. He worked with Samuel Cook as an 
apprentice draftsman for the next two years. 
After almost two years, it suddenly dawned on 
him that he had not received any salary for his 
work. He enrolled in extra classes to gain more 
knowledge and at the same time was active in 
tennis. Zainal played tennis and represented his 
school, Selangor and eventually played for the 
country and all these competitions took place at 
the Selangor Club Field.

“My boss, Samuel Cook, was a member of 
the club and he would watch me play and 
the next day at the office, he will engage in 
conversations revolving around sports. Then 
one day I had the guts to speak up to him and 
asked about my salary. The next thing I know, I 
got my first salary of 80 ringgit a month, which 
at that time was quite a lot. I saved that money 
and bought myself a Lambretta scooter when I 
studied abroad,” said Zainal.

Tennis helped him get a scholarship to pursue 
his studies in architecture at the School of 
Architecture in Oxford College of Technology 
in England, and later at the Brighton College 
of Architecture. He continued playing tennis, 
representing his college and the Oxford County 
and other various tournaments as well. He even 
won some of these tournaments. “When you 
play sports in school, it doesn’t mean that you 
must be a champion, it’s good because it helps 
bring out your character. Playing sports makes 
you healthy, and a healthy person performs 

Zainal Abidin and his Lambretta scooter

The Oxford College Tennis Team in 1960

Zainal Abidin‘s home in England

 KL LIFESTYLE l 15 
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better academically. This is what I stress to my 
children and grandchildren but sad to say that 
some of them prefer staying indoors to play with 
their computers. As sportsmen, even if you win 
or lose, you take it and that’s what I found in my 
younger days during at college,” he said.

Zainal Abidin believes that one should get as 
much exposure during one’s time as a student. 
“I had three months of holiday so I worked 
in the hospital washing dishes, just to earn a 
bit more money. I worked for one and a half 
months and with that money, I went traveling,” 
he said. He made news back home when he 
realised his dream to travel by travelling with 

his friend, Mansor Basri for twelve days, 
covering 2, 048 miles and spent only $250 
at the time. In twelve days, the two managed 
to travel to France, visiting Paris and Lyon 
and then headed to Geneva in Switzerland. 
“I travelled on my Lambretta scooter with 
Mansor and we went camping, stayed in 
hostels and it was quite an experience. 
Remembering those days makes me want to 
be a student again. You’ll meet people from 
all walks of life and from all over the world. 
It was a very interesting adventure and I 
love meeting people to compare notes and 
exchange ideas and cultural beliefs,” said 
Zainal Abidin.

The tennis tales
In his book, ‘Travels and Tribulations of 
an Architect’, his late sister, Saleha wrote 
that he once told her that tennis played an 
important part in moulding his character and 
understanding of human behaviour through 
social intercourse. Zainal Abidin worked hard 
to foster the sports development in Malaysia. 
He was held the position of honorary general 
secretary of the Lawn Tennis Association from 
1989 to 1997. During his tenure of office, 
he organized many new camps, clinics 
and workshops. Other than the Davis Cup 
tournaments, he brought his team to participate 
in the annual Fred Perry ITF Veterans World 
Cup Competitions from 1991 to 1997. 

The Andaman Resort located in the northwest of Langkawi is home to rare wildlife, flora and a fringing coral reef. The luxury resort was 
designed by Zainal Abidin’s firm, DBA Akitek (M) Sdn Bhd. This one-of-a-kind hotel has 178 spacious rooms decked in contemporary design 
effortlessly blended with splashes of indigenous art and culture.

16 l KL LIFESTYLE
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Unfortunately, the 7th Fred Perry ITF Veterans 
World Cup Team Cup Competitions 
that was held in Sun City, South Africa 
became Malaysia’s last participation in the 
international scene due to internal politics, 
rivalry and squabbles. 

He eventually tendered his resignation 
and continued to personally train veteran 
members for the ITF World Super Senior 
Cups. At the time, he also focused his 
attention on wheelchair tennis that was 
introduced in Malaysia by Ellen de 
Lange. He started off as an advisor and 
later became the president, steering the 
association successfully to participate in the 
many international tournaments in Europe, 
USA, Australia, Thailand and Japan, 
which were organised by the International 
Wheelchair Tennis Federation. The 
Wheelchair Tennis Association of Malaysia 
also eventually came to an end because of 
internal politics and personal interest, which 
led again to this resignation. 

Source of inspiration
As one of the most successful architects in 
the country, Zainal Abidin and his firm, DBA 
AKITEK (M) SDN BHD were responsible in 
designing some of the iconic buildings in 
the country. Their designs include the KLIA 
Mosque, The Andaman Resort in Langkawi, 
Technology Park Malaysia in Bukit Jalil, 
Kelab Shah Alam, Monash University in 
Bandar Sunway and Galeria Perdana in 
Langkawi. Being the brother of some of his 
successful siblings was a bit of a challenge 
as people would recognise him as their 
brother and that was the same case when 
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad became his 
brother in law.

“My brothers and sisters came back 
and lived their own success stories. For 
instance, my second brother became the 
first governor of Bank Negara and people 
would associate me as ‘this is so and so’s 
brother’. I sometimes got this inferior feeling 
and I would correct them and say that ‘I’m 
Zainal an architect’ instead. But I soon 
learned to accept that people will never 
stop relating me to my siblings. But their 
success stories were my inspiration and 
motivation and so was Dr Mahathir,” said 
Zainal Abidin.

“Like Dr Mahathir, for example, he travelled 
widely and encouraged me to do the same 
because when you travel, you will learn 
a lot more things. You’ll experience new 
adventures, see bad things, but you will 
learn to adopt the best of everything.  

I remember on one occasion, he said, ‘I see 
you’ve been travelling a lot but have you been 
to Isfahan in Iran?’ And my reply to that was 
no and then he said, ‘then you haven’t seen 
the world’,” he continued. He told one of his 
partners about this and his close friend insisted 
that they should draft out designs based on 
Isfahan. “So what I did was gathered all 
his papers and all the concepts, and did a 
proposal without his knowledge for Putrajaya, 
and how it would look like knowing that he 
likes Isfahan. I brought the developer to meet 
Dr Mahathir when he looked at the designs, he 
asked, ‘have you been appointed?’ I said no, 
‘I just wanted to show you this since you like 
Isfahan and this is what Isfahan is all about’. 
From my point of view that was how Putrajaya 

would look like. He was very happy and I was 
as well to know that he has adopted some of 
their ideas,” he shared.

Zainal Abidin worked hard to prove that he 
and his firm managed to get projects based 
on their efforts, credibility and competitiveness. 
One prime example is the KLIA Mosque. His 
firm designed and worked together with Kisho 
Kurokawa, the architect who designed the 
airport to create the mosque. “Kisho wanted me 
to design a mosque based on his minimalism 
concept with a modern roof concept but I told 
him that mosques are traditionally set and have 
to have a dome. But at the same time I wanted 
to please him, so we designed it with a little 
more structure. I added the floral-patterned 

Intricate designs inside the KLIA Mosque

Zainal Abidin with Tun
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dome representing the star and the roofs of 
the meeting room and library around the 
open courtyard are part of the crescent shape 
that represents Islam,” he said. 

The story of Seri Chenang Spa 
& Resort
Zainal Abidin might have lent his talents for 
the benefit of other organisations but he has 
also used his skills to design his first home 
in Shah Alam, which he completed back in 
1985. He is also responsible in designing his 
own resort, the Seri Chenang Resort & Spa 
located in Langkawi. It is a luxury boutique 
resort consisting of six villas of different sizes 
with unique characteristics. These were 
built to replicate Malay traditional houses 
representing several states in Malaysia of 
regal stature housing ten different types of 
accommodation. Perched on the banks of 
Kuala Chenang River next to the popular 
Chenang Beach, the resort is set amidst 

lush tropical foliage with sweeping views 
of the padi fields, mountains and the sea. 
It nestles within the quiet fishing village of 
Kampung Sungai Kuala Chenang. The resort 
is complemented by facilities such as an 
infinity swimming pool, a small gymnasium, 
an art gallery, a resort boutique and most 
importantly, the exclusively designed 
Kayangan Spa. 

He originally planned on building apartments 
for the family but one day, he was introduced 
to a Dutchman, by the name of Peter, who 
showed him his house that was situated 
among rubber estates, facing the padi field 
and has a small swimming pool. This house 
even has trees going through the roof. “I 
was so impressed that I brought my wife 
and my son to have a look at the houses. 
And suddenly, I was struck by this idea that 
instead of putting up two to three floors of 
apartments, why not build a typical timber 

house on my land. I thought that since I have 
five children, I would make a main house or 
rather the rumah Kedah and five other timber 
houses, namely, Pahang, Terengganu, Negeri 
Sembilan, Selangor and Melaka. There is also 
space for a swimming pool, with a wakaf 
where people can sit down and have dinner, 
facing the swimming pool and the mountains,” 
he explained.
 
Zainal Abidin formed a family company called 
SCRL Group Sdn Bhd and with his youngest 
son, Muhammad Shukor, as managing director 
and his daughter, Norlin, who used to work 
in marketing as the CEO, dealing with the 
marketing aspects of the resort. All the houses 
in Seri Chenang have been completely built 
and guests have been pouring in since it 
opened. “We were featured on Trip Advisor, 
and it’s nice to know that people who stayed 
here had a really good time and want to come 
back again. Hopefully, when we’ve reached 
the point of stability, I would like to organise 
events like weddings and at least twice a 
month, I would like to introduce events like top 
spinning, kite flying and other traditional games 
to educate and make our guests aware of the 
local culture,” said Zainal Abidin.

His continuous work drive
Zainal Abidin is currently working on three 
projects that will be based in Langkawi. When 
we commented on his continuous work drive at 
the age of 76, his reply was, “There is a quote 
that says architects never die but sometimes they 
forget to draw the line.” One of the projects 
that he is looking forward to is a dream that 
he had started 16 years ago. “I’m designing a 
sports training institute of excellence including a 
wellness centre, a hospital and an international 
school. I’ve done most of my research based 
on facilities in Spain, America and Europe 

Having a moment with his granddaughter
A shared moment with his family after being conferred the Honorary Doctorate of Design in 

Archictecture by the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford Brookes University. August 1999

Beaufort disctrict mosque in Sabah before it was completed in 1986 
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and one particular centre in Virumaki, south 
of Helsinki, Finland. The centre is up in the 
mountains where they train athletes. Finland 
doesn’t have a large population but they churn 
out successful sportsmen like Mika Hakkinen 
and Kimi Raikkonen.  I find that this is the right 
time and the government will hopefully at long 
last realise my dream and value for this kind 
of projects. Value means a lot of things, not 
in terms of money but the contribution to the 
island, the state and the country.”

On art and such
During his days as an apprentice draftsman, 
Zainal Abidin had always admired the great 
American architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. “When 
he design office buildings or houses, he creates 
spaces that are internally and externally the 
same. You’ll feel you’re a part of nature,” said 
Zainal. Wright designed the Guggenheim 
Museum in New York and Zainal thinks of it 
as beautifully structured with a ramp. “I was 
inspired by that museum and I incorporated  
the ramp in Galeria Perdana in Langkawi,”  
he continued.

As a big fan of the Malaysian art scene, Zainal 

Abidin named the late Ibrahim Hussein as 
one of his favourite artists. They both arrived 
in London in 1959 in pursuit of education in 
their field of study. His admiration for Ibrahim 
began from the day they arrived at Malaysia 
Hall. Upon arrival, Ibrahim had placed his box 
of artwork aside and after they had finished 
their lunch, Ibrahim’s box of art disappeared. 
Ibrahim was very upset because all art pieces 
were stolen and he was there on scholarship. 
“He went to see the principal of the art 
university to explain his predicament and told 
them that he would submit his work in three 
months’ time. They were so impressed that 
they gave him a one-man exhibition,” he said. 
Ibrahim had painted quite a few controversial 
artworks in his time. One of them included 
using a Malaysian flag as a canvas to record 
the May 13 events. 

“He was nearly arrested for that and Tun Razak 
wasn’t impressed with his action at all but 
Ibrahim managed to talk his way out of the 
bad situation and he was allowed to showcase 
the art piece at that particular exhibition 
and nowhere else,” recalled Zainal Abidin. 
Ibrahim Hussein Art Museum in Langkawi has 
unfortunately been destroyed after his passing 
due to family problems and such. “When he 
passed away, there were a lot of issues and 
his paintings were removed by his family and 
it was very sad. I wish I had bought some 
of his works. As an art collector, I’ve got my 
own collection displayed at Seri Chenang that 
I’ve bought at exhibitions. I even bought two 
at Matrade from KL Lifestyle Art Space,” said 
Zainal Abidin.Zainal Abidin  with some of siblings

Zainal Abidin in Mecca with his family

Zainal Abidin ‘s family photo taken back in the  mid-40’s
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Bedrooms 
are a no-no
It is unlucky to meet anyone in their 
bedroom on new year’s eve, which is 
the reason why everyone, including 
infants, the elderly and even those who 
are sick are made to dress up and sit 
in the living room.

The history of the red packed
The story of ang pow dates back to the Sung Dynasty 
in China. A village called Chang-Chieu was at the time 
terrorised by a huge dragon-like demon. No one dared 
to defeat it, not even warriors or statesmen. A young 
orphan, armed with a super sabre fought the evil 
dragon and eventually destroyed it. The villagers were 
overjoyed and the elders presented the brave young 
lad an ang pow filled with money for his courage in 
saving them.

3 4

1

2

Food for thought
Filled with vegetables like cabbage and spring 
onion, and flavoured with pork or shrimp, Chinese 
dumplings make a filling appetizer or side dish 
any time of the year. If you plan on following this 
Chinese New Year tradition, encourage everyone 
in the family to participate in the preparation and 
conceal a coin in one of the dumplings in the 
batch. 

Paying homage
A household burns a paper image of the Kitchen 
God so that he may ascend to the Jade Emperor in 
the heavens. A paper horse is included to lift him 
on his journey, while the Vietnamese prefer a carp 
fish. Some families smear the lips of the Kitchen 
God with honey or sweet glutinous rice, to ensure 
he says sweet things about them.

Chinese New Year fun factsChinese New Year fun facts
Brush up on your holiday custom knowledge with these fun facts.

By Marlina Azmi
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Work woes
2014 is predicted to be a relatively good 
year for Horse people, but it is highly advised 
to practise being quiet and patient. There is 
potentially some challenging energy that can 
negatively affect your work life but you can 
control it with proper feng shui career cures.

8

7 Forgive me
Carrying grudges into the New Year is a no-go, 
so differences with family, friends and associates 
must be settled before the eve of the celebration. 
If your shoulders are sagging from the weight of a 
grudge or two, take the initiative to resolve them 
and revel in how much lighter you feel.

6
Out with the old
Shooting off firecrackers on New Year’s Eve is 
the Chinese way of sending out the old year and 
welcoming in the New Year. On the stroke of midnight 
on New Year’s Eve, every door in the house, and even 
windows, have to be open to allow the old year to go 
out.

The history of the red 
packed
The story of ang pow dates back to the Sung 
Dynasty in China. A village called Chang-Chieu 
was at the time terrorised by a huge dragon-like 
demon. No one dared to defeat it, not even warriors 
or statesmen. A young orphan, armed with a 
super sabre fought the evil dragon and eventually 
destroyed it. The villagers were overjoyed and the 
elders presented the brave young lad an ang pow 
filled with money for his courage in saving them.

5

6
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2014 marks the Year of the 
Horse for those born 
in 1954, 1966, 

1978, 1990 and 2002. According to many 
Chinese astrologers, horse people will enjoy 
a period of expansion and success in their 
careers in 2014.  Their horoscopes also show 
that they must not be afraid to take on new 
ventures but they should avoid becoming too 
haughty or conceited as their success grows. 
They will excel in using their multi-tasking skills, 
but will need to curb their natural intolerance 
of others in the workplace. They could easily 
become involved in humanitarian projects but 

will need to watch out for tendencies towards 
clumsiness which tend to occur when they are 
working under pressure.

This horoscope year favours finances and there 
are immense profits to be made. Horse people 
will have the confidence and intelligence to 
strike excellent financial deals in 2014, which 
will bear fruit in future years. There will be a 
definite upturn in profits and financial fortunes 
show signs of being considerable. In any sort 
of financial undertaking, Horse folk will be 
blessed with razor-sharp intuition and a large 
helping of good luck.

The year of the horse
Find out what 2014 will possibly bring for you

By Marlina Azmi

This year’s predictions indicates that in love 
and romance, those born under the Horse 
will need to be careful of getting involved 
too quickly with compatible others since 
their expressions of love might not be well 
received. Horse people traditionally endure 
a lot of heartbreaks in relationships and for 
them this year should be a year of caution 
in affairs of the heart. Moreover, they must 
avoid the urge to overspend on a loved one 
in order to achieve romantic harmony. Their 
biggest lesson in 2014 will be that true love 
can’t be bought. This is not the best way to 
find happiness.
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Rat
Generally, the Wood Horse energy of 2014 is 
considered to be a bit challenging for the Rat. 
Yes, the same was true last year, but you know 
things will change in the future; they always do! 
2014 can still be a good year for you if you 
develop patience and be careful not to exhaust 
your energy. 

Ox
The Wood Horse energy of 2014 is 
considered to be very good for the Ox. There 
will be success in career, but care should be 
taken to not take on too many professional 
responsibilities. The areas of wealth as well as 
love relationships are also better than last year. 
Health-wise, care should be taken, especially 
while travelling. 

Tiger
This year will be excellent for the Tiger, 
considerably better than last year. However, 
there is a specific challenging element for you 
this year, which makes it very important to be 

cautious and keep your feet on the ground, no 
matter how much success you might achieve 
this year.

Rabbit
Very good energy is predicted for Rabbit 
people in 2014. There is a combination 
of several very beneficial energies that can 
express as a big opportunity, or a much-
awaited event. There is also much luck to be 
encountered in your professional life, as well as 
your personal relationships. Vibrant health is in 
the stars for Rabbit people, too. 2014 sounds 
like a stellar year, indeed!

Dragon
The Wood Horse energy of 2014 is predicted 
to be challenging for those born in the Dragon 
year. However, with strong will and enough 
determination, as well as self-reliance, you can 
enjoy a good year. 

Snake
A very good outlook is seen in your career, 
money, as well as romance. There might be 
slight health complications, so take good care 
of your energy levels and do all you need to 
keep your health at optimum levels. 

Goat
There will be helpful energies in your career, 
as well as tons of luck in love, both for single 
as well as married people. Career growth and 
recognition are all possible for Goats in 2014; 
the key is to stay humble and low-key.

Monkey
A very good year is in store for Monkey 
people. Opportunities for more income, travel 
and a moderate luck in relationships are there 
to enjoy. 

Rooster
Plenty of good luck energy, success and 
prosperity are all predicted to come your 
way in 2014. Being mindful of the need to 

balance the strong energy with the gentle 
and nourishing yin energy is the key to your 
absolute success this year, be it in business, 
relationships or in exploring totally new vistas. 
Beautiful luck is expected in your romantic life, 
too!

Dog
Mixtures of good and bad energies are 
predicted for Dog people in 2014. However, 
as long as you take good care of yourself, 
and not react to negative people or events 
and make the best of all opportunities, you will 
experience an excellent year. 

Pig
Plenty of good luck and auspicious energy are 
there for you, especially if you learn to make 
the best of all opportunities coming your way in 
2014. You have to be sure to take good care 
of your energy and not exhaust yourself. Use 
feng shui cures as needed to neutralise any 
negative energy and strengthen the positive 
one.

Hollywood horses 

Here’s a list of some of the successful stars  
born in the Year of the Horse.

• Gordon Ramsay
• Emma Watson
• Halle Berry
• Sean Connery
• Denzel Washington
• Harrison Ford
• Oprah Winfrey
• Martin Scorsese

Emma Watson

15.04.1990

08.11.1966

14.08.1966
Halle Berry

Gordon Ramsay
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Singer and songwriter Melissa Indot 
recently launched her second album 
called MDot. Her latest release features 

eleven English tracks, including a number 
of bonus tracks and remixes. The songstress 
hopes that fans will embrace her new sound 
that features awesome 80s electronica vibe. 
The first single off the album, ‘You & Me’ has 
since garnered attention from fans with its 
infectious pop tunes and dance music melody. 
Melissa’s, MDot, is follows the success of her 
debut effort, ‘Eclecticism’, which gave her the 
Malaysian Music Industry Award (AIM15) for 
Best English Album.
The songstress has been up and about 
since the second album’s release, going for 
interviews and various promotional events 
and she has also been busy performing a 
lot of gigs. Her schedule is also filled with 
brainstorming sessions planning her 2014 
calendar. “I’m planning a lot of things for 
2014 and at the same time trying to push 
my single, ‘You & Me’ and album, MDot out 
in the market. I initially thought I knew what 
the second single would be but now I’m 
rethinking the whole strategy for this year,” 
said Melissa.  

Most importantly, Melissa is trying up some 

finishing touches on her new website. It hasn’t 
been easy for her as she encountered some 
problems getting her site completed. But fans 
and friends of hers can rejoice as the new 
website has been described as exciting and 
will be launched some time soon. While 

waiting for our food to arrive at Fat Spoon, 
Melissa spoke about the production of her 
latest album. “For this album, I worked with 
one main producer, Paul Morrison, who 
produced the album with me. I also worked 
with some of the producers working for his 

By Marlina Azmi

Melissa Indot
Comfort food at its best

Dry Spicy Beef Macaroni
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studio, Mavericks, on the album,” she said. 

The experience was an interesting experiment 
for the songstress, especially when it came to 
working with new people. “I’m used to working 
on my own, so it’s nice to put my stuff out there 
and get other people to interpret it based on 
my personal preference. I have always had 
a strong idea of how I wanted my songs to 
sound like and collaboration for me enhances 
creativity, so that was really a fun experience,” 
she said. 

Although there are love themes in the album, 

you won’t find your typical ballads in MDot. 
“Every song relates to a different kind of 
emotion and experience. I didn’t want to 
write an album of happy and depressing love 
songs. I wanted to write an album based on 
experience. I also felt the responsibility to write 
an album to address issues that people don’t 
normally like to talk about,” said Melissa. 
Believing that music is therapeutic, she wanted 
to feature tracks that addressed issues of 
frustration, depression and even betrayal. “For 
instance, You & Me has a double meaning 
to it. Initially and essentially, it’s a love song. 

It’s a forbidden love that nobody approves of 
but the bond between two people is stronger 
than that. It also goes back to the theme of that 
you cannot survive this world alone. You need 
someone to exist for yourself,” she continued.

With a busy schedule and constant rehearsals, 
Melissa is happy that her studio is just up 
the road of her favourite café in Uptown 
Damansara Utama. Fat Spoon’s whimsical 
décor and quirky details make it a relaxing 
and casual food place to unwind while having 
a plate of their yummy offerings. “I really like 
Fat Spoon because it’s honest, it’s real and it 
reminds me of eating at home. The food has 
great flavours and it really represents clean 
cooking with no food additive. Everything here 
is fresh and they are also consistent with their 
food standard. I’ve never had a bad dish here 
and although I’m not as experimental as I could 
be, generally when I come here I tend to have 
the same things,” said Melissa. 
The songstress jokingly remarked that ordering 
the same dish put pressure on them because 
they would have to make sure that her favourite 
dish tasted as tasty every time she ordered it. 
“The Ulam Fried Rice is a definite favourite of 
mine, especially when I’ve had a long week 
and an even longer weekend; it just hits the 
spot. There’s good ulam in there with chicken 
curry that gives it a little kick. It is truly comfort 
food at its best.” Melissa also recommends 
the Cempedak Spring Rolls served with vanilla 
ice-cream, the Claypot Sampan Beef Noodles 
and the Dry Spicy Beef Macaroni. Her latest 
favourite dish from the café is the newly 
introduced Deep-Fried Oysters.
Look out for Melissa’s surprise single that 
is set for release sometime this month. She 
also received four nominations for the Voice 
Independent Music Awards (VIMA) for best pop 
song, best genre bender, best music video and 
best club & dance hit. 

Melissa and her favourite dish, Ulam Fried Rice Cempedak spring rolls
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Level 34, Menara KH, Jalan Sultan Ismail Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 03-2110 5034

The new era of clubbing in Kuala Lumpur
Heli Lounge Bar

By Mary Chan



Currently KL’s best kept secret, Heli 
Lounge Bar is a brand spanking new 
dance club that is set to take KL’s night 

scene by storm, and may no longer qualify for 
that catchphrase soon. Located on the 34th 
floor of Menara KH in the heart of the Golden 
Triangle, an ultra-cool clubbing experience 
awaits you behind the nondescript main 
entrance. 

Landing your feet on the 34th floor, a stylishly 
hip space greets you as you part the curtains 
that allow one to play peekaboo between the 
exterior and interior. A black and white inside 
with blood red accents predominates in this 
modestly sized room which accommodates 
180 enthusiastic clubbers comfortably. As you 
explore further into the party, your eyes will 
immediately be drawn to the one-of-a-kind DJ 
console, which is specially constructed from a 
turbine engine of a Boeing 747 commercial 
aircraft – nothing like what you’ll see in a club 
in KL.

Its gleaming chrome reflects the ambient lights 
and winks to the beat of the house music that 
permeates the space, promising you a great 
night out. From Wednesdays to Saturdays, 
you’ll find resident DJ Shaun on the decks, 
spinning an eclectic mix of house music that 
ranges from a blend of jazz and funky disco 

to chunky house beats. The crystal clear sound 
emanating from Heli’s custom crafted sound 
system will have you sashaying in no time.

In keeping with the aeronautical theme, a 
section of a Boeing 737 side panel has been 
cleverly converted into a booth for seating. 
Across the room, a DC9 turbine is used as a 
base for a low coffee table. On one of the wall 
hangs a 3 blade propeller and a Beaver model 
airplane hovers from the ceiling and completes 
and enhances the funky Heli vibe.

The piste de resistance is a mere two flights of 
stairs above the club. Take that last step and 
you will be blown away by the spectacular 
uninhibited 360-degree view of the KL skyline. 
You now stand gloriously on the Helipad, 
which is one of just five helipads in KL, all set 
to dance the night away. Heli plays host on the 
helipad during special celebrations, including 
Christmas, New Year’s Eve, National Day and 
is a perfect vantage point to view breathtaking 
fireworks displays that ply the sky on such 
occasions. Apart from partying on the helipad, 

it is also open for private functions like product 
launches, birthday parties and corporate 
gatherings. 

Imagine downing Heli’s signature cocktail, 
Heli-Illusion as the sun sets and dining on fine 
food under twinkling stars amidst the lights of 
the city. This is certainly an urban adventure not 
to be missed. A clever and tight list of drinks is 
on hand at HELI that will satiate the thirst of KL’s 
nightbirds. 

Touch Down every day between 6 to 9pm for 
happy hour specials and every Thursday is Miss 
Heli, a night dedicated to the fairer gender 
who get to enjoy all cocktails on the menu for a 
special price. 

Open for a mere 3 months, Heli has set 
tongues wagging amongst the beautiful crowd 
of KL and is destined for fabulous parties, 
unforgettable celebrations and exhilarating 
nights. Now are you ready to take flight? We 
know we are!
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LG12 Feast Floor, Starhill Gallery, 181 Jalan Bukit Bintang,  Kuala Lumpur.
Opening hours: 12pm to 1am daily

Tel: 03-2782 3856

Kuala Lumpur’s Most Authentic Chiu Chow Restaurant
Pak Loh Chiu Chow

By Mary Chan



Pak Loh Chiu Chow delivers a wealth of 
delicious flavours associated with China’s 
gastronomy capital of Guangdong 

Province to Kuala Lumpur with the launch 
of its latest menu. Located in the dramatic, 
stylish dining haven of Starhill Gallery’s Feast 
Village, Pak Loh Chiu Chow continues to 
enhance its reputation for offering the most 
authentic Chiu Chow cuisine in Kuala Lumpur.

Pak Loh Chiu Chow restaurant, the “Golden 
Sister” of the renowned Pak Loh Restaurant in 
Hong Kong, opened its doors in 2005 and 
creates authentic Teochew (Chiu Chow)-style 
Chinese cuisine. Its dishes are renowned 
for leaving patron’s taste buds in a state of 
wonder, most notably its signature meals 
which include the slow-braised goose. 

The latest menu offerings include the Authentic 
Chiu Chow Crispy Noodle served with “San 
Tou” Vinegar and Crystallised Sugar, Crystal 
Crispy Duck with Mushroom and Water 
Chestnuts, Slow-braised Goose, Pork Fillet, 
Pork Intestine, Pig’s Ear, Egg and Bean Curd 
Combination and the Steamed Bombay 
Duck Fish with Preserved Turnips and Glass 
Noodles just to name a few. 

Seafood lovers would definitely enjoy the 
Stir-fried Prawns with Preserved Pickles and 
Coriander and the Deep-fried Baby Oyster 
with Plum Sauce using the freshest seafood 
available. Our personal favourite is the 
Fortune Parcels of Goose Liver with Superior 
Stock – the generously filled parcel fills your 
mouth with a burst of flavours as you bite into 
it – delicious!

Our meal ended with the uniquely created 
Sweetened Fish Maw with Gingko Nut for 

dessert. The dish carries an acquired taste, 
but for those who love a mixture of sweet and 
savoury, and they’ll appreciate this one. 

Pak Loh Chiu Chow is helmed by acclaimed 
Chef Alex Au, who said “We have imported 
more ingredients and fresh produce now as 
the latest menu offers a wider variety of Chiu 
Chow dishes, for example goose, bombay 
duck fish and more.” “This new and improved 
menu will delve even deeper into China’s 
rich cuisine culture of Chiu Chow and cement 
Pak Loh Chiu Chow’s standing as one of the 
finest Chinese restaurants in Kuala Lumpur 
and continues to offer the most authentic Chiu 
Chow cuisines in the city.”

Creating an authentic ambience by 
resembling the restaurant in Hong Kong with 
its striking red and gold colours, the restaurant 
extends the famed Chiu Chow hospitality by 
providing a cozy atmosphere with furniture 
especially brought in from China. 

Director of Autodome Bhd, Jeremiah Tan spoke 
about the idea behind the creation of a new 
menu. “Pak Loh Chiu Chow already offers a 
unique gourmet experience but we want to 
take that experience even further. Changing 
the menu will bring to Kuala Lumpur all the 
distinctive flavours of Chiu Chow cuisine and 
create an unprecedented level of authenticity. 
It will also add to the memorable dining 
experience that Feast Village is renowned for 
and guests can continue to embrace the vibe 
of the Village.”

The Feast Village provides a unique 
environment at the icon of luxury that is Starhill 
Gallery. It is where a variety of culinary 
experiences can be discovered within the 
heart of the cosmopolitan city, Kuala Lumpur. 
Radiating a village charm with 13 uniquely 
designed outlets, and meandering paths 
that resemble the world’s most cultural city 
alleyways, the Feast Village is akin to a multi 
rustic-ethnic village which boasts an exotic 
array of culinary delights from all corners of 
the globe. The most skillful and talented of 
chefs create the most exquisite and memorable 
dishes in an environment that provides an 
iconic atmosphere.

Crab and Edamame Pasta

Chef Alex

Crystal Crispy Duck with Mushroom and Water Chestnuts
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The Intermark, 182 Jalan Tun Razak, Kuala Lumpur
Operating hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, 6–10pm; Wed, Fri, Sat, 6–11.30pm

Tel: +016 229 0231

By Marlina Azmi

Traditionally modern Spanish goodies
OHLA



Featuring an authentically modern twist on 
tapas, OHLA treats its customers with an 
unconventional and distinctive take on the 

classic Spanish dish. The eclectic tapas joint 
has officially opened its doors at The Intermark, 
Kuala Lumpur. Diners are spoiled with its 
vast variety of tapas dishes, changed on a 
regular basis according to the seasonality of 
ingredients. 

To give justice to these exquisite ingredients, 
world-renowned chef, Toni Valero injects 
Spanish finesse in all the dishes prepared. A 
man with full culinary credentials, Chef Toni 
has three years of experience at the kitchens of 
the newly crowned S. Pellegrino’s world’s #1 
restaurant El Celler De Can Roca (3 Michelin 
stars) and S. Pellegrino’s world’s #4 restaurant 
Mugaritz (2 Michelin stars) in Spain. Toni cooks 
an uncompromisingly pure Catalan menu – 
what you get at OHLA is expected in top tapas 
restaurants in Barcelona.

The sumptuous tapas spread are perfect 
partners with the deliciously concocted drinks 
prepared by OHLA’s mixologist team. One of 
the favourites is Batida, the Cachaca based 
cocktail, with unique concoctions of cinnamon 
and rosemary, finished with a splash of lime, it 
is remarkably refreshing after a hefty meal.

Wine lovers aren’t spared from all the fun with 
the wide selection of boutique Spanish wines, 
Cava, and grower-producer Champagnes 
exclusively available at OHLA. Wines like the 
sweet Moscatel is extremely pleasing on the 
tongue, perfect palate cleansers after a dose of 
strong flavours like the cheese platter.

Despite being opened for less than six months, 
OHLA has gotten nod of approvals from avid 
foodies and the media.

“If you’re looking for fried sausages and 
calamari rings, don’t bother at Ohla as Toni 
takes tapas into the avant-garde zone.” - Time 
Out KL

“I knew I wasn’t going to get fried chorizos 
swimming in rancid olive oil or soggy 

boquerones. And I was right – Toni is a 
likable, earnest, passionate young chef with 
aspirations as high as his ability to cook great 
Catalan food.” - The Star

Pan fried foie gras, truffle potato puree and 
confit egg
Indulge in a generous serving of sinfully 
delicious pan-fried liver carefully placed 
on confit egg that’s cooked for an hour on 
62 Celsius in a sous vide machine. It is 
accompanied with exquisite truffled potato 
puree. The luscious egg yolk, puree and foie 
gras textures are the perfect threesome on a 
plate.

Grilled Scallops with Pork Belly
Bask in the exceptionally tasteful Iberico; 
perfectly cured Spanish ham wrapped around 
grilled scallop atop a bed of lemon mash 
potato. The combination of diverse flavours will 
make anyone crave for more.

Mediterranean Seafood black rice
Savour the taste and texture of the 
Mediterranean black rice with fresh 
langoustines. The grains of lightly charred, 
squid-inked Spanish rice infused with lobster 
broth are a match make in food heaven. 

Roasted Chicken cannelloni with Mushrooms
Traditionally served on Sundays in the Catalan 
region of Spain, the roasted cannelloni is a 
comforting dish to many. Béchamel sauce 
envelops the slow cooked minced poultry while 
the bitterness of arugula balances the subtle 
sweetness of the cannelloni. The cannelloni 
casing are uniquely made with milk skin. 

Wagyu Striploin with baby pots and salad
Perfectly rosy in colour, the Wagyu striploin is 
cooked precisely to medium rare and served 
with meat sauce infused with chicken broth. 
The moist and succulent meat will melt in 
your mouth alongside stunning roasted baby 
potatoes with herb mustard on the side.

Chef Toni Valero

The modern and chic decor

Wagyu striploin with baby pots and salad
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Level 2, Avenue K Shopping Centre, 156 Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur
Opening hours: Sunday-Thursday; 10am-10pm; Friday-Saturday; 10am-11pm.

By Marlina Azmi

Tasty Varieties
Taste Enclave



Taste Enclave is indeed unlike any of the 
food courts that have opened in Kuala 
Lumpur. Located at the newly revamped 

Avenue K, this marks its very first foray into 
the Malaysian culinary landscape by offering 
nostalgic hawker fare and mini-restaurants 
serving authentic cuisine on a single platform. 
In layman’s term, it simply means customers 
are spoiled with a wide selection of local 
and international cuisine while providing a 
unique dining experience that would whet 
any palate. 

The story behind Taste Enclave
This highly sophisticated food court is the 
brainchild of Willie Tay, born and bred in 
Singapore who was brought up in a culture 
that has true appreciation of food and 
beverages. Willie’s environment kick-started 
his interest in the F&B industry, which led to 
his vast 18 years of experience specialising in 
food court management. He founded Skinny 
Pig Pte Ltd in 2009, an F&B consultancy 
in Singapore, which offers services to the 
booming industry in the Little Red Dot. After 
building years of experience in this area of 
expertise, he took on the challenge of setting 
up various chains of food courts in Shanghai, 
Malaysia and of course, Singapore. 
His accomplishments in these projects 
ranged from the planning to execution and 
maintenance. Apart from food courts, he 
is also well versed in setting up fine dining 
restaurants. 

Bearing the diners’ complete satisfaction in 
mind, the good people behind Taste Enclave 
have taken great measures in selecting Kuala 
Lumpur’s finest food ambassadors to be 
part of this food atrium. The ambience has 
been curated to evoke and enhance dining 

experiences while the food fare is be presented 
as wholesome and without frills, yet targeted to 
excite Malaysian taste buds. 

The cool concept
Taste Enclave occupies 17,500 sq ft and 
can seat up to 550 diners at any one time. 
The interior is set in lush foliage and a great 
expanse of greenery to create that ‘out-of-
city’ dining experience, allowing diners to 
experience a tranquil sense of escape while 
feasting in absolute comfort. In addition, a 
combination of quirky and tactile decorations 
related to the whimsical themes of nature is 
represented throughout the food atrium, while 
the stalls are designed with organic lines and 
textures to showcase their food fare. You will 
feel like you are dining in an enchanted forest, 
surrounded by creative landscaping filled with 
trees, animals and running water. Imagine 
dining in a space adorned with lush indoor 
shrubs and under a forest canopy ceiling. It is 
truly worth an experience.

There are 16 stalls offering a variety of flavours 
and tastes such as Ythu Wendy Vietnam 
Cuisine, Mandarin Chicken Rice and Stall 
No. 21 Beef Noodle. Golden Hot Pot, a first 
in Kuala Lumpur, serves up flavours that will 
tantalise and tingle those taste buds with its 
base sauce made from a blend of 40 types 
of herbs and chillies. These tenants have all 
been carefully handpicked for their quality and 
heritage recipes. 

Also nestled within Taste Enclave are four 
mini-restaurants. These specially designated 
areas are where diners can enjoy hand-
tossed Swedish pizzas and delicious Swedish 
meatballs from Swedish café, Svea Café. Feast 

Chicken briyani set at the Jalan Kayu Prata stall

on a special menu of foie gras, lobster and 
wagyu beef, as well as perennial favourites 
such as chicken, beef and seafood from 
Grandeur Teppanyaki, indulge in exotic 
Japanese dishes from Omoya or partake 
in fresh seafood cooked the way you want 
from live seafood tanks at Xi Qing Seafood 
Restaurant. Designed around the frame 
structure of a green house, each restaurant is 
designed to maximise the views, yet each of 
them is distinct and differentiated. 

Svea Cafe’s Swedish delicacy

-17°C delectable dessert

Don dishes at Omoya
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Tao Chinese Cuisine

Tao Chinese Cuisine ushers in the Lunar New Year with auspicious set menus created by award-winning Master Chef Wong Lian You.  
Featuring new, modern inventions and classic must-have dishes with premium ingredients that symbolise an abundance of good health, 
wealth and luck, the promotion is from Jan 3 to Feb 16. The Auspicious Set Lunch I and II are priced at RM138++ per person with a 
minimum booking for three persons begins with a toss to great prosperity with snow pearl and jellyfish Yee Sang served with mint sauce. For 
a larger party wishing to celebrate the occasion in style and sophistication, Tao offers four prosperity sets available for lunch and dinner. The 
Prosperity Set Menu I is priced at RM1, 588++ per table of ten persons and centres around salmon Yee Sang along with dishes such as 
pomfret fillet sautéed with celery, wok-fried tiger prawns with hot savoury sauce and braised shredded abalone with sea treasure broth. 

The Prosperity Set Menu II offers a carefully balanced fusion approach with a Yee Sang centrepiece consisting of scallops, salmon and 
wasabi, as well as poached duck with Chinese herbs and cordyceps flowers, steamed tiger king garoupa and braised sea cucumber, fish 
maw and dried oyster sea moss rolls in golden broth, all priced at RM1, 988++ per person with a minimum of ten guests per booking. 
The Prosperity Menus III and IV are for those seeking to sample some of the season’s most premium ingredients and delicacies. One led by 
abalone and soft shell crab Yee Sang (RM2, 388++ per table of ten persons) and another centred on abalone, soft shell crab and salmon 
Yee Sang (RM3, 388++ per table of ten persons). 

Address: Tao Chinese Cuisine, InterContinental Kuala Lumpur,  
165 Jalan Ampang, 50450, Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: +603-2782 6128
Opening hours: Lunch: Monday – Friday; 11.45am - 2.30pm, Sat and Sun;  
11am - 2.30pm, Dinner: Daily, 6.30pm - 10.30pm.

Chinese New Year goodies

Host your Chinese New Year reunion dinners at these selected 
restaurants for their tasty and unique dishes.

By Marlina Azmi
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Shang Palace

Shang Palace offers authentic Cantonese cuisine at its finest, served 
in a setting reminiscent of ancient Chinese grandeur. Customers will 
be spoiled as they dine in style on specialties once reserved for only 
the elite of Chinese society. This Chinese New Year, the distinguished 
restaurant has a lot to offer to its customers. The delectable offerings 
include its luxurious Yee Sang selection that comes in two sizes, small 
and large. The menu consists of Korean Snow Pear Yee Sang, Jelly Fish 
Flower Yee Sang, Sliced Abalone Yee Sang and more. 

Shang Palace’s Lunar New Year Specialties also include special 
ala-carte dishes like Double Boiled Bird’s Nest Soup with Cordyceps 
and Chicken, Stewed Sea Cucumber and Baked Maw with Chestnut, 
Braised Vermicelli and Glass Noodle with Sliced Fish and more. 
Diners can also book set menus catered for a smaller group of four 
and a bigger group of ten people. The set menu begins at as low as 
RM178++ per person for a table of four to RM4888 for a table of ten 
diners. Some of the dishes in these set menus include sumptuous Chinese 
cuisine like Steamed Water King Prawn with Egg White and Yellow 
Wine, Sweetened Red Bean Cream with Rice Dumpling, Salmon Fish 
and Sliced Octopus Yee Sang and more.

Address: Level 1, Shangri-La Hotel KL, 11 Jalan Sultan Ismail,  
50250 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: +603 2074 3904
Operating hours: Mon–Sat, 12pm–2.30pm, 6.30–10.30pm, Public 
holidays & Sun, 10.30am–2.30pm, 6.30–10.30pm

Celestial Court

Come and celebrate the Year of the Horse at Sheraton Imperial Kuala 
Lumpur’s Celestial Court as it goes all out to satisfy your senses and 
whet your appetite with a variety of lip-smacking delights. Enjoy a 
4-course dinner inclusive of its signature Salmon Yee Sang. Executive 
Chinese Chef, Vincent Lao and Dim Sum Chef, Ken Liew have created 
specially-designed a Ia carte menus for the Chinese New Year.

Enjoy and feast on dishes such as Braised Fish Maw with Sea 
Cucumber, Chinese Mushroom, Dried Oysters and Sea Moss, 
Steamed Bamboo Pith stuffed with Roast Duck Meat and more. 
Alternatively, toss for prosperity, good health and luck with their 
delightful Yee Sang selections. Indulge in the Wealth set menu at RM2, 
188 nett or the Fortune set menu, at RM2,388++ or the Happiness set 
menu, at RM2,588++.   

Address: Jalan Sultan Ismail, 50250 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: +60 3-2717 9988
Opening hours: Monday - Saturday, 12pm – 2.30pm daily,  
6.30pm – 10.30 pm Sunday and Public Holidays, 10am – 2.30pm

Deep Fried Chicken Chop

Botta Di Banana

China Treasures Restaurant

Savour and delight in creatively crafted Chinese cuisine specially 
prepared by Executive Chinese Chef Bong Jun Choi at the Kuala 
Lumpur Golf & Country Club to welcome the Chinese New Year. 
Usher in the Year of the Horse with China Treasures Restaurant’s 

Prosperity Yee Sang. Norwegian salmon, fresh abalone, Haruan fish 
and succulent Chinese pears are among the finest ingredients that will 

be the perfect curtain raiser to your Reunion feast and Chinese New 
Year celebration.

With three wondrous sets to select from, the Reunion Meals feature 
Abundance, Prosperity and Good Fortune sets that include a 

Combination of Hot and Cold Dish Platter, Steamed Red Snapper with 
Cut Chillies and Bean Sauce, Braised Eight Treasure Seafood and 

Abalone Broth, Poached Tiger Prawns with Ginseng and Wolfberries 
Broth, and Fried Rice with Minced Chicken in Lotus Leaf plus many 

more specialities. Each year, Chef Bong and his team carefully plan 
the unforgettable sweet ending to your wholesome dinner. This year, 
the team will be presenting you the Chilled Honey Dew Puree with 

Pearl Sago, the famous Mua Chee Dumplings and Pancake with 
Lotus Filling, Warm Red Bean Puree with Pearl Sago and Chilled Sea 

Coconut with Coco Jelly. 

Address: China Treasures Restaurant,  
Kuala Lumpur Golf & Country Club, No 10, Jalan 1/70 D,  

off Jalan Bukit Kiara, 60000 Kuala Lumpur. 
  Opening hours: Daily: Lunch, 11:30am - 2:30pm; 

Dinner: 6:30pm - 10:30pm 
Tel: + 603-2093 4668
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Restoran Hartamas Village

Located in a corner of Block J, below the Mayfair Service Apartments, 
Plaza Damas, Restoran Hartamas Village offers a wide selection of both 

local and regional cuisines at affordable prices.
By : Marlina Azmi

Nasi Ayam Segar Ipoh
Price : RM5.50

We couldn’t resist going for the all-time favourite chicken 
rice and the ones served at the Nasi Ayam Segar Ipoh stall 
was definitely value for money. For RM5.50, diners will get 
a plate of fragrant rice, a bowl of clear soup, a piece of 
roast chicken sliced into smaller pieces and of course a side 
serving of chilli sauce. The roast chicken was served with 
soy sauce and garnished with chopped cilantro and sliced 
cucumber. The only complaint that we could think of was that 
the chicken was a tad smaller than the usual but the extra 
fragrant rice and the delicious soup made up for our little 
disappointment.

Kashimiri Naan
Price : RM5.00

It’s not easy to find Kashmiri Naan even at your regular mamak 
joints, so it was quite a nice surprise to have found it here at 
Restoran Hartamas Village. Half expecting a very cheap and 
unpalatable version of the dish, I was very surprised to have 
been served a tasteful and decent plate of Kashmiri Naan. The 
flat bread is filled with a mixture of nuts and raisins at the top. If 
you haven’t tried this you might just think that it will taste sweeter 
than the usual but the addition of raisins and nuts actually gives 
the dish a bit more texture and subtle taste. The one we had here 
also had a sprinkling of sesame seeds. A plate of Kashmiri Naan 
and your choice of curry cost RM5.
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Fried Kuey Teow with 
Prawns and Chicken

Price : RM5.00

Just like how we tried the chicken rice, a plate of kuay 
teow is also our weakness when it comes to stall foods. 

While the overall dish looked appetising, the content itself 
lacked flavour as the noodles tasted quite bland. If you are 

a chilli fanatic, you will be happy to find finely chopped 
‘cili padi’ mixed into the dish. The addition of this definitely 

made up for the blandness of the dish. For RM5 a plate, 
the portion was very generous and since I asked for no 

cockles to be added, they replaced it with shredded 
chicken.  

Thirst quenchers
Price : RM2.50

Japan Express

Just like any regular food stall, there will always be a permanent 
drinks stall. The one at Restoran Hartamas Village is no different. 
Diners will be able to find iced tea, coffee and a list of fruit juices 
as well. While some vendors tend to cheat their customers with 
diluting the fruit mixtures, we were delighted to find that it wasn’t 
the case here. We tried the mango juice that was packed with 
sweetness and freshness from the fruit itself and not the sugar 
syrup that’s always added. RM2.50 for a glass of fresh juice is 
more than value for money!

It’s quite rare to find Japanese food stalls with goodies at very 
affordable prices, so it was quite a surprise for us when we 
discovered Japan Express. The stall offers a number of popular 
dishes from its selection of udons to its simple side dishes. We 
took the liberty of ordering two of our favourite side dishes, a 
plate of Karaage Chicken and Kakiage. Karaage is a cooking 
technique where the food is deep-fried in oil. At RM5 for four 
pieces, this dish was a great bargain. But we can’t really say 
the same about the Kakiage though. If you didn’t know, Kakiage 
is a kind of tempura, which different ingredients mixed together 
in tempura batter before deep-frying. In this case, we had a 
mix vegetable dish that cost RM3 for a small plate. The tempura 
coating could have used a little bit more time in the deep fryer, 
as it wasn’t as crispy as it should be.
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Oranges, like most fruits are not only rich in vitamins and good for your health, but make yummy 
 desserts as well. Be it sweet or sour, combining this citrusy fruit with the sweetness or even the tartness  

of the base creates a good balance for a dessert, putting a smile on faces with every bite. Here are  
some of our favourite tangy desserts and where you can find them right here in Kuala Lumpur.

Tangy Treats

Spiced Orange Cake
Orange cakes are available in 
abundance at lavish cake stores in 
the city, but the spiced orange cake 
is a rare find, especially in Kuala 
Lumpur. At Nosh in Bangsar, however, 
you can find this delectable treat at 
its best. Nosh’s Spiced Orange Tea 
Cakes are nothing but ‘yummy’, with 
their incredibly moist texture and 
nicely balanced flavours of orange, 
cinnamon and anise that burst in 
your mouth with every bite. To top 
this flavourful goodness is a generous 
scoop of almond ice cream that gives 
this dessert a great mix of textures… 
just the way we like it. 

Orange Macaron
A sweet meringue-based confection, macaron is one tough cookie 
to make despite its simple ingredients, which include eggs, icing 
sugar, granulated sugar, almond powder and food colouring. 
Macarons are usually filled with ganache, buttercream or jam in 
between the two biscuits and have pillow like texture when you 
bite into them. These bite-sized treats come in every flavour you 
could ever imagine, but one particular flavour that tickles our 
taste buds is orange and we know just where to get them. The 
Mandarin Cake Shop at Mandarin Oriental Kuala Lumpur sells 
some of the best macarons in town and one of their best-sellers is 
the oh-so-tangy orange macaron.

Orange Tart
An oldie but a goodie, no one could ever resist a good serving 
of tart at the end of every meal… and we’ve found our favourite 
piece of tart right here in the city. Komugi’s Chocolate Orange Tart 
is by far one the best orange tarts we’ve enjoyed and wouldn’t 
mind having a second serving due to its light texture and great 
balance of flavours. The tart has a thin crust that is filled with a 
layer of chocolate that’s topped with just the right amount of cream 
and garnished with out favourite citrus fruit, the tangy orange.
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Chinese New Year is just around the corner and we will be 
ushering in the Year of the Horse, signifying prosperity, good 
health and renewal. In honour of this auspicious occasion, the 

Curve welcomes spring with its beautiful Cherry Blossom Garden.  

A popular flower during Chinese New Year, the blooming cherry 
blossom is traditionally said to represent growth and vitality. From Jan 
10 to Feb 4, 2014, visitors should head over to the delightful Cherry 
Blossom Garden at the Curve Centre Court and admire the delicate 
beauty of these pink-hued flowers. 

Featuring lush cherry blossom trees, kiosks and storefronts brightly lit with 
intricately designed lanterns, and wooden patio benches to complete 
the refreshing ambience, the Cherry Blossom Garden is sure to evoke 
the joy of the Spring Festival. These decorations will be extended 
throughout the mall, with cherry blossom trees and décor along the 
Fashion Walk as well. 

Jazmi Kamarudin, centre manager of the Curve, said, “Cherry blossoms 
are known to symbolise renewal, abundance and wealth in Chinese 
culture. As we step into a new beginning with the Year of the Horse, 
we are pleased to present our patrons with a unique and refreshing 
experience with our Cherry Blossom Garden, and we invite one and all 
to reunite and celebrate the spirit of togetherness with their loved ones 
here at the Curve.”

Keen to find out more about the Curve Chinese New Year campaign? Contact the Curve Customer Care officers at 03-7710 6868  
or visit www.thecurve.com.my or the Curve’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/theCurveShoppingMall.

Pictures are for illustration only. Actual product(s) may vary.  
Terms & conditions apply.

Usher in Chinese New Year with 
refreshing cherry blossoms at

Within the Cherry Blossom Garden will be a variety of stalls 
offering a wide range of festive gifts and products. Shoppers 
will be spoilt by the array of choices with more than 20 vendors 
located at the Centre Court, Fashion Walk and Fashion Court. 

In addition to this, shoppers will get to enjoy the magnificent 
Acrobatic Lion Dance as well as the Dragon Dance performances. 
There will also be the Little Colours of Joy Dance, with will 
adorable children performing. Besides that, every evening, patrons 
will be treated to the Eastern Harmony Trio and the Rhythm of 
the Orient Trio musical instrumental performances. To spread the 
Chinese New Year luck, the God of Prosperity will be giving away 
fortune sweets and there will be art and craft workshops throughout 
the festive period for shoppers to join in the fun.

Throughout the Chinese New Year campaign, shoppers who 
spend RM138 and above in a maximum of two receipts (OCBC 
Credit Cardmembers only need to spend RM88) will be entitled 
to specially designed Ang Pow packets. Those who spend 
RM388 and above in a maximum of two receipts (OCBC Credit 
Cardmembers only need to spend RM338) can redeem an 
exclusive Oriental Mug from the Curve Concierge Counter located 
at the Ground Floor in front of McDonald’s. All redemptions are 
subject to terms and conditions.
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www.facebook.com/theCurveShoppingMall *Terms and conditions apply.

Official Bank Partner:

The Star - 37cm (h) x 8col (w) (26.1cm)

Boustead Curve Sdn Bhd (103320-D)

The Mystical Garden 
of New Beginnings!
Discover an enchanting 
story of a young maiden 
who stumbles upon a 
mystical garden that’s full 
of surprises beyond your 
imagination!

A New Year filled 
with Fortune, Fun 
and Frivolity!
Acrobatic Lion Dance
Dragon Dance 
Eastern Harmony Trio
God of Prosperity 
Walkabout 
Little Colours of Joy 
Dance
Oriental Art & Craft
Rhythm of the Orient Trio

Rewarding Moments
Share your prosperity in style 

with our exclusive Angpow 
packets just by spending 

RM138* and above (OCBC 
Credit Cardmembers just 

need to spend RM88* and 
above) AND own an 

exclusive Oriental Mug by 
just spending RM388* and 

above (OCBC Credit 
Cardmembers just need 

to spend RM338* and 
above).

beginning
new

A

an enchanting musical

Move forward on a positive note as you embrace ‘A New Beginning’…where the essence 
of life is once again renewed, thus bestowing a bounty of blessings and an abundance of 

health, wealth and happiness on everyone in this year of the Horse.
This year, come and witness the spectacular CNY musical of ‘A New Beginning’ at 

the Curve as we celebrate with revelry that is incomparable in its gaiety and splendour!

Bag it
up with             !

Apply for an OCBC
 Credit Card and get a 

20” Cabin Luggage Bag 
with 3x swipes in 45 

days*. Look out for our 
booth at Ground Floor,
 in front of L’Occitane.



The perfect choice
Brazilian supermodel, Gisele Bundchen is the face of H&M’s autumn 
campaign. The international talent appears in the season’s essential pieces at 
H&M featuring tough but feminine looks straight from the streets of utilitarian 
coats and blazers worn with blouses, sweatshirts and pants. 

Simply bootie-ful
After the success of the innovative Insolia technology in Autograph 
footwear, Marks & Spencer’s commitment to comfort and style 
sees the introduction of Insolia to all* shoes in its Autumn/Winter 
2013 collection. Insolia ensures that your favourite heels can be 
worn all day without compromising the comfort of your feet. 

Pastel perfection
Featuring patches of sequins in pink and 

bronze, this pretty little thing from Topshop 
is a combination of sassy, sexy and 

conservative chic. 

Fashionably futuristic
Add some sexily structured accessories to your collection. We’re 
loving this golden bracelet from TOD’s Spring/Summer 2014 
collection to create a newer and funkier you this 2014.

In the nude
FitFlop’s Juxta  theme  caters  to  those  who  

prefer  a  more  sensible  choice  of  footwear. 
And in this line comes the Souza, sporting 

the classic slide with a wide front strap and a 
skinny adjustable vamp strap. It also features 

the exclusive Ross Lovegrove Buckle and is built 
on the original and classic Microwobbleboard 

midsole. Price: RM469

White Minimalist
Minimalism is all the rage now! Parade all over town with TOD’s  
black and white minimalist-themed tote bag. It’s a definite head turner!
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Go retro with 
Marc Jacobs
Red is also a favourite traditional bridal colour 
and it represents enthusiasm, dynamism and 
vitality. This gorgeous pair of sunglasses from 
Marc Jacobs features a rounded soft shape, 
light volumes and a dedicated metal hinge 
as one of the main features of these feminine 
sunglasses. 

dude & the duchess’ 
traditionally modern look
Just like the colour white, black works well with practically every other 
colour scheme out there. Back in the old days, black was mainly for young 
boys but in a cultural context, it reflects on immortality, stability, knowledge, 
trust and emotional protection. Price: RM209

Garrard Emerald High 
Jewellery Suite
Green symbolises life, peace, vitality, and youth 
and it  has similar connotations in both Chinese 
and Western culture. Most men in rural China 
are afraid to wear a green hat as to do so 
suggests their girlfriend or wife is cheating on 
them.

Oroton’s ravishing 
red sandals

The colour red to some is a very flashy tone and to some it 
radiates confidence and sexiness. Red has long had special 

significance in Chinese culture, symbolising health, wealth and 
good wishes. Price: RM940

Sereni & Shentel CNY 
Velvetine Blair headband
As bright and cheery like the fruit, orange is the 
perfect fun colour to be sporting out and about. 
Orange also indicates change, adaptability 
and spontaneity and strengthens concentration. 
Price: RM128

Golden Glass Slippers
Now, Cinderella isn’t the only one who can wear 
glass slippers! Introducing Saint Laurent’s new Pretty 
Perfect collection of ballet flats that will lend a 
Parisian slant to any look, you can now stride with 
pride in these classic flats in transparent vinyl with 
gold metallic leather cap toe.

The colour of prosperity

FOR
HER
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Gucci presents Gucci Viaggio sunglasses
The Gucci Viaggio sunglasses are designed to meet the modern globetrotters’ 
desire for highly versatile items. With its unique folding design, the model 
perfectly combines a relaxed urban attitude with a dynamic personality. The 
result is an ultra-lightweight and incredibly comfortable item.

FOR
HIM

The new Acer Iconia W4
The much-awaited Acer Iconia W4 is an 8-inch tablet, which comes 
with a 1,280 x 800 pixel resolution screen IPS technology (In-Plane 
Switching) with Zero Air Gap technology, which provides enhanced 
clarity and sharper display from a wide viewing angle of up to 170 

degrees. Just like its predecessor, it comes packed with Microsoft Office 
Home & Student 2013 pre-installed at no additional expense. 

Price: RM1, 099

Oroton hip flask
A beautiful take on the classic gift item, this 
Oroton Hip Flask is bound in leather with 
signature emboss logo on it. It’s the perfect 
present for everyone, whether they drinkers or 
not. Price: RM300

H&M’s David Beckham 
Bodywear
Soccer star, David Beckham’s H&M 
Bodywear line features new masculine 
underwear and loungewear pieces this 
season. While the previous line consists 
mainly of boxers and briefs, this latest 
collection focuses on clothes for relaxation 
and sleep. Men looking forward to staying 
toasty indoors can shop for hooded 
sweatshirts, drawstring pyjama bottoms and 
long-sleeved T-shirts.

FitFlop Lewis Boot
Reinforcing your masculinity and a taste for 
adventure, FitFlop’s super handsome Lewis Boot is 
a delightful oxymoron. This hot item is a cool must-
have for the style-conscious and savvy gentlemen 
opting for a slightly rugged look. Perfect for 
navigating all terrains, this great-looking desert 
boot in richly brushed suede is lined with soft 
leather for optimal breathability and cuts a super 
cushioned heel.

Piaget Altiplano 38mm 990P
Introducing the Altiplano 38mm 900P, the world’s thinnest 
mechanical watch. Merging the hand-wound calibre with 
the case elements, it is designed as a single entity in order to 
achieve record-breaking slenderness at just 3.65mm thin. It 
represents a crowning achievement in over half a century of 
virtuoso skills displayed in the realm of ultrathin watchmaking 
where Piaget reigns supreme.
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Sunday, 19 January 2014       1.00 PM        Le Meridien KuaLa LuMPur 
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The KLAS Art Auction Malaysian and Modern & Contemporary 
Art Edition VII will be kicking off KL Lifestyle Art Space’s calendar 
with the first auction for 2014. The auction will be held at the 

Clark Ballroom, Le Meridien Kuala Lumpur on Sunday, January 19, 
2014. The first modern and contemporary art auction of the year has 
a lot to offer to art collectors and enthusiasts as it will feature works 
of Malaysian and Asian masters and some modern and emerging 
contemporary artists. 

Some of the amazing pieces that will be on auction at the KLAS Art 
Auction Malaysian and Modern & Contemporary Art Edition VII include 
stellar artworks by local artists including Khalil Ibrahim, Yusof Ghani, 
Jolly Koh, Ismail Mustam and more. Collectors of works by regional 
artists will also be delighted with the collection of pieces that we 
have in store for the auction. There will be masterpieces by a pool of 
talented regional artists like Choo Keng Kwang, Zao Wou-Ki, Francis 
Newton Souza and Seah Kim Joo.

Interested buyers can get a sneak peek of these artworks from Jan 6 
to 18 at the KL Lifestyle Art Space gallery in Bangsar. To register as a 
bidder for our final auction of the year, please contact Lydia Teoh at 
019 260 9668 or Sharmila at 019 333 7668 or send your requests 
to info@mediate.com.my.

KLAS Art Auction  
Malaysian Modern & Contemporary Art 

Edition VIi

auCTiOn day : Sunday, 19 January 2014  1.00 PM       Le Meridien KuaLa LuMPur 

Yusof Ghani (B. Johor, 1950)
Siri Tari VII, 1984  
Oil on canvas, 153 x 183 cm 
RM 95,000 - RM 170,000

Khalil Ibrahim (B. Kelantan, 1934)
East Coast Series, 1973 

Batik, 90 x 60 cm 
RM 90,000 - RM 150,000

Khalil Ibrahim (B. Kelantan, 1934)
Colour / Forms II, 1995
Acrylic on canvas, 105 x 140.5 cm
RM 18,000 - RM 48,000

Kuala Lumpur Full Showcase
6 - 18 January 2014
KL Lifestyle Art Space 
150 Jalan Maarof, Bukit Bandaraya, 
59100 KL
Open daily from 10am - 7pm
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Ahmad Zakii Anwar (B. Johor, 1955)
Untitled, 2007
Acrylic on linen69 x 69 cm
RM 14,000 - RM 28,000

Jailani Abu Hassan (B. Selangor, 1963)
Untitled, 1997 
Acrylic on canvas, 92 x 76.5 cm 
RM 8,000 - RM 20,000

Tay Mo Leong, Dato’ (B. Penang, 1938)
Stone Flower I, 1990 
Batik, 105 x 86 cm 
RM 12,000 - RM 28,000

Sharifah Fatimah Syed Zubir, Dato’
(B. Kedah, 1948)
Seri Jingga Sakti, 1998
Acrylic on canvas, 53.5 x 41cm 
RM 5,500 - RM 11,000

Jolly Koh (B. Singapore, 1941)
Untitled, 1995  
Acrylic on linen, 91 x 121.5 cm 
RM 14,000 - RM 28,000

Ismail Latiff (B. Melaka, 1955)
Moonwater…Oceans of Secrets, 1997 
Acrylic and mixed media on canvas, 138 x 178 cm 
RM 25,000 - RM 50,000

Ismail Mat Hussin (B. Kelantan 1938)
Market Scene, 2009 
Batik, 100.5 x 112 cm 
RM 18,000 - RM 28,000

Lye Yau Fatt (B. Kedah, 1950)
Three Sisters, 1989 
Mixed media on rice paper 54 x 75 cm 
RM 6,000 - RM 12,000

KLaS art auction JAnuAry 19, 2014 



Khoo Sui Hoe (B. Kedah, 1939)
Still Life I, 1979  
Oil on canvas, 30 x 30 cm 
RM 4,000 - RM 9,000

Awang Damit Ahmad (B. Sabah, 1956)
Marista “Belatak”, 2000 
Mixed media on canvas, 100 x 107 cm 
RM 12,000 - RM 28,000

Seah Kim Joo (B. Singapore, 1939)
Buffalo Tender, Undated 
Batik, 72.3 x 87.5 cm 
RM 3,500 - RM 8,000

Khalil Ibrahim (B. Kelantan, 1934)
Abstract, 1966
Oil on jute, 51.5 x 40.8 cm
RM 4,000 - RM 9,000

Rafiee Ghani (B. Kedah, 1962)
High Tea, 1993  
Oil on canvas, 114 x 100 cm 
RM 10,000 - RM 24,000

Yusof Ghani (B. Johor, 1950)
Biring Series, 2007
Mixed media on canvas, 49.5 x 40 cm x 2 pieces
RM 5,000 - RM 12,000

Kwan Chin (B. Kuala Lumpur, 1943)
Village Scene, 1970’s 
Batik, 65 x 48 cm 
RM 3,800 - RM 7,800

He Baili (B. China, 1945)
Sunrise in Gold Dust, 2011 
Ink and colour on paper, 68.6 x 152.5 cm 
RM70,000 - RM 140,000
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Zao Wou-Ki (B. China, 1921 - 2013)
Komposition Mit Blau, 1975 
Colour lithograph, 35.2 x 26.4 cm 
RM 3,500 - RM 7,500

Choo Keng Kwang (B. Singapore 1931)
Cock Fight, 1967 
Oil on canvas, 54 x 72.5 cm 
RM 25,000 - RM 55,000

Jeihan Sukmantoro (B. Indonesia, 1938)
Face, 1998  

Oil on canvas, 45 x 45 cm 
RM 5,500 - RM 8,500

Kwan Chin (B. Kuala Lumpur, 1943)
Village Scene, 1970’s 
Batik, 65 x 48 cm 
RM 3,800 - RM 7,800

Asian artworks
The KLAS Art Auction Malaysian Modern & Contemporary Art will feature art pieces not only 
by Malaysian masters but also an array of prolific Asian artists.

Born in Beijing in 1921, Zao Wou-Ki learned the art of calligraphy from his grandfather at the age of ten. 
He subsequently studied fine art in Hangzhou from 1935 to 1941 and was highly influenced by the French 
Impressionists and members of the Parisian avant-garde, such as Renoir, Cézanne, Matisse and Picasso 
asinspirations.

In 1948, he moved to Paris and settled in the neighbourhood of Montparnasse, an area frequented by 
major artists, poets, and writers associated with the avant-garde in the early twentieth century. In Paris, Zao 
studied under the guidance of Emile Othon Friesz and attended the Académie de la Grande Chaumière. 
Following the artist’s first exhibition in Paris at Galerie Creuze in 1949, he received much encouragement 
and praise from notable artists such as Joan Miró, Pablo Picasso and Alberto Giacometti. Soon after, 
Zao explored the technique of lithography at the Desjobert printing shop and his first lithographs provided 
inspiration to the writer Henri Michaux, resulting in eight poems. This would be the start of a long friendship 
and artistic collaboration between Zao and Michaux.

Zao’s works can be found in over one hundred museums and collections worldwide. On April 9, 2013, at 
the age of 93, Zao Wou-Ki passed away at his home in Switzerland.

Born in 1931 in Singapore, Choo Keng Kwang is known as one of the 
country’s eminent and beloved first generation artists. Choo’s traditional oil 
paintings of landscape, animals and nature contributes to his outstanding 
reputation. He graduated fom NAFA in 1953.

During his early years as an artist, Choo had good friends within the art 
circle that included Lee Man Fong, Georgette Chen, Liu Kang and Cheong 
Soo Pieng. As one of Singapore’s first generation artists, Choo’s status as 
an icon led to his artworks being commissioned by royalty, dignitaries and 
governments. Choo’s masterpieces have been sold at notable auction houses 
like Christie’s and Sotheby’s.

In March 2013, Choo held a solo exhibition at the Malaysia Brand Outlet 
at the Vertex in Singapore. The most expensive work to be shown at that solo 
exhibition was World Peace1, a 100cm by 200cm painting of doves that was 
priced at $280,000. 

Jeihan is a successful Indonesian fine artist known for his expensive paintings in Indonesia. Born in 
Solo in 1938, his works have been actively acquired by avid collectors, galleries, museums and 

famously influential people including ministers and even the President of the Republic of Indonesia. 
His trademark can be identified with the ‘black eyes’ or ‘hollowed eyes’ featured in his artworks. 

Many people have commented that the eyes are fully painted in black symbolizing the darkness of 
mystery in human path. The eyes became Jeihan’s trademark for such a long time. He invented the 
‘hollow eyes’ in 1963 during his college days at the Institut Teknologi Bandung (ITB), which was a 

challenging time of his life. 

In 1978, he established Studio Seni Rupa Bandung (Bandung Fine Arts Studio) together with Dr. 
Sudjoko. He has participated in several exhibitions and solo ones in Bandung, Galerie Darga & 
Lansberg in Paris, Darga Gallery in Bali, The Jakarta Hilton International Hotel, Jakarta and Nadi 

Gallery in Jakarta to name a few. His combination of Eastern mysticism and Western analytical 
sense makes his portrait paintings very distinct and well known.

KLaS art auction JAnuAry 19, 2014 



Debuting artists
KLAS Art Auction is treating its bidders to the works of artists that have yet to be featured at its auction. 
Feast your eyes on the fabulous artworks from the list of the KLAS Art Auction Malaysian Modern & 
Contemporary Art first-timers.

Lai Foong Moi (B. N.Sembilan, 1931 - 1994)
Boats in the Sea, 1981 

Oil on canvas, 49 x 99 cm 
RM 9,000 - RM 22,000

Born in 1931, Lai Foong Moi was the first Malaysian-born 
woman artist to study art in Paris and she was influenced by 

Post-Impressionism techniques. She produced landscapes, genre 
scenes and sensitive portraits, mostly of women. She was also one 

a handful of women artists to emerge in the Malayan art scene 
in the 1950s. She moved to Singapore to study at the Nanyang 

Academy of Fine Arts, graduating in 1953. A scholarship from the 
French government took her to Paris in 1955 to study at the L’Ecole 
Nationale Superieure des Beaux Arts. She returned to Singapore in 
the late 1950s and accepted a teaching position at the Nanyang 

Academy of Fine Arts in 1958, remaining on staff until 1994.

H.H Lim was born in Kedah in 1954 but grew up in Penang instead. He studied at the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Rome from 1967 and has continued to live there ever since. His artworks are created using a variety 
of media including painting,sculpture, installation, video and performance. He is among the list of the 
most-high profiled Malaysian international artists today. H.H Lim is often described as an installation cum 
Neo-Conceptual artist with a penchant for colossal works, often nonconventional,which tends to occupy huge 
spaces.

While his works are conceptual in nature and transcendental in intention, wry words and content are central 
elements in his art, achieving poetic effect coupled with his elegant choice of materials. His topic of interest 
includes language and communication, a central theme that tackle linguistics issues. He is also known to 
draw inspiration from everyday elements in his works from the 1980s such as religious objects and images, 
linguistic images, food recipes, arms of defence and political images to represent ‘the resistance of survival 
to everyday life’. In year 2013, he was featured in the Cuban Pavilion of the Venice Biennale and was also 
involved in the Prague Biennale.

H. H. Lim (B. Kedah, 1954)
Immagine, 2000 
Paint on wood, 50 x 42.5 cm 
RM 18,000 - RM 36,000

Ismail Mustam 
(B. Selangor, 1944)

Tension & Unity, 1969 
Gouache on paper, 

56 x 75 cm 
RM 7,000 - RM 15,000

Laxman Pai (B. India, 1926)
Dream, 1987 
Pastel on paper, 60 x 90 cm 
RM 3,500 - RM 9,000

Laxman Pai was born in 1926 in Goa and spent his youth longing for 
the creative freedom he believed existed only outside his homeland, to 
eventually find his artistic voice within the Goan landscape of his youth. 
In 1951, Pai and his friend and fellow artist, Sadanand Bakre left for 
Paris. The first thing both of them did upon arrival was to meet up with 
Francis Newton Souza, Akbar Padamsee and Syed Haider Raza who 
were already part of the Parisian art scene. Pai didn’t waste any time 
and immediately enrolled at the École Nationale Supérieure Des Beaux-
arts where he studied painting and drawing and experimented with new 
printing techniques. 

Soon, the delicate and realistic landscapes of Pai’s academic days 
at the Sir J. J. School of Art were transformed into vibrant, playful 
compositions that depicted the everyday life of rural Goa, as seen in 
Goan Village. 

Ismail Mustam was born in Sungai Air Tawar, Selangor in 1944. He was a 
student at Victoria Institution where he had the guidance of his art teacher Patrick 

Ng when he created Ribut during his secondary-school days. Ng also helped 
him at the Wednesday Art Group (WAG) where both, teacher and student were 

members and Ismail was one of Ng’s favourites. 

In 1961, Ismail won the Mural Design Competition organised by the Dewan 
Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP). The official title for the mural was, ‘The Malayan 

Way of Life and the National Language’ and the centre of the mural features a 
group of semi-abstract figures depicting a Sikh, Indian, Malay, Chinese, Indian 

and Eurasian perusing an open book with a stylized ‘daun lontar’. 

Ismail’s 1969 masterpiece, Tension & Unity was done a few months after the 
May 13 incident before he left for the United States. “Various factions and 

groups in the country were in collision because of differences in opinions and 
beliefs, thus the dynamic spherical shapes. Each has its own nucleus generating 

its own forces and energies. The resultant impact created an amalgamation of 
the shapes with some form of cohesion and cooperation,” said Ismail.
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Alvaro M. Jimenez (B. Philippines, 1948) 
Mother and Child III, 2000
Acrylic on banana stark, 57 x 47 cm 
RM 3,500 - RM 8,000

Francis Newton Souza (B. India, 1924 - 2002)
Indian Girl, 1958 

Mixed media on paper, 53 x 88 cm 
RM 9,000 - RM 16,000

Born in Bristol in 1965, Damien Hirst studied at the Goldsmiths College in London. The talented 
artist drew a lot of recognition in 1988 when he conceived and curated ‘Freeze,’ an exhibition 
of works by him, his friends and fellow students at Goldsmiths. In the near quarter century, Hirst 
made his mark as one of the most prominent artists of his generation after the success of his 
‘Freeze’ exhibition. 

His iconic works include shark suspended in formaldehyde, The Physical Impossibility of Death 
in the Mind of Someone Living (1991) and his spot, spin and butterfly paintings. Hirst lives and 
works in Devon and London, UK. He was included in the 1992 Young British Artists exhibition at 
Saatchi Gallery, London and in 1995 he won the Turner Prize.

Lee Kian Seng was born in 1948 in China and 
touted as one of the pioneers and self-trained 
full-time Malaysian artists. His growth runs 
simultaneously with almost every crucial stage in the 
chronology of Malaysian art history. He has held 
21 solo exhibitions since 1966 when he was 18. 

Some of his international exhibitions include the 
First Indian Triennale, the 10th Sao Paulo Biennale 
and the World Exposition 1970 in Osaka. He also 
represented Malaysia at the Third ASEAN Square
Sculpture Symposium in Indonesia in 1984. He has 
won many national art awards from 1966 and is 
also known as the father of Installation Art Malaysia. 

He is also a pioneer in setting up a lithograph studio 
in Malaysia in 1977. His exploration, innovation 
and creativity in dye and resist technique has won 
him a Tokyo Creation Award (Overseas Prize) in 
1993. He writes about art occasionally in two 
major Chinese daily newspapers in Malaysia since 
2006.

Francis Newton Souza, the founder of the Progressive Artist’s Group in 1947 is ‘best known for his inventive human 
forms particularly the heads. Born in Goa in 1924, he was a student at the J.J. School of Art from where he was 
expelled in 1942 for participating in the Quit India Movement. He left for London in 1949 where after an initial 

period of struggle, his works began to have an impact. The Institute of Contemporary Arts included his works in a 
group exhibition in 1954 followed by a solo show at Gallery one in 1955.

Apart from his paintings, he proved to be very articulate and an ingenious writer as his book ‘Words and Lines’ 
published in London in 1959 revealed. He was on his way to being recognised as an outstanding painter when he 
left for the United States and settled in New York in 1967. Souza participated in the Commonwealth Artists of Fame 
exhibition in London in 1977 and has had several exhibitions including one man shows in Paris in 1954 and 1960 

and in Detroit in 1968. He settled in New York from 1967, but returned to India shortly before his death. Souza 
was buried in Sewri cemetery in Mumbai, in a quiet funeral on March 30, 2002.

In recent years Souza’s paintings have been sold for over million dollars. In 2008, his painting ‘Birth’ set a world 
auction record for the most expensive Indian painting sold then with a price tag of $2.5 million at a Christie’s 

auction. In June 2010, Christie’s held a seminal auction of over 140 lots from the Souza Estate. Again many of 
Souza’s masterpieces fetched very high prices, some several times Christie’s estimates.

Damien Hirst (B. England, 1965)
The Souls III 
(Leaf, Green, Rustic Copper), 2010
Foil - Block print in colours
73 x 52 cm 
RM 15,000 - RM 20,000

Tam Austria (B. Philippines, 1943)
Tres Marias, 2002 
Oil on canvas, 61 x 48 cm 
RM 2,500 - RM 5,500

Lee Kian Seng (B. China, 1948)
Pounding Rice, 1970’s 
Batik, 69 x 57 cm 
RM 4,000 - RM 8,000
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Spending most of her career in the media 
industry, Anne Chan is a passion-driven 
individual who’s dedicated to the job at 
hand, but maintains her jolly personality at 
the same time. Originally from Hong Kong, 
Anne left home eight years ago and moved 
to Singapore to work for the Asian Food 
Channel (AFC) before settling in Malaysia. 
Today, she dedicates her time to her role 
as general manager of Life Inspired (LI) and 
here’s her story...

Sunny second home...

Anne ChAn
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What made you leave home? 
I left home years ago to gain experience in 
South-East Asia. My experience prior to that 
were predominantly in North Asia, so it’s nice 
to have a change of environment and learn 
new things from new people. 

When did you come to Malaysia? 
About seven years ago when I got an offer 
to work as the director for broadcast sales at 
MEASAT Broadcast Network Systems. It was an 
offer I couldn’t resist.
 
What was your first impression of the country 
when you first arrived? 
When I first got here, the first thing that hit me 
was that this place was massive! The transition 
for my move was quite pleasant even though 
Hong Kong and Kuala Lumpur are completely 
different. I like that it’s very spacious and sunny 
here. It totally suits my lifestyle.  

Were you ever homesick? 
Not exactly homesick, but I do miss the food 
back home very much.

How would you compare Malaysia to Hong 
Kong?  
Each country is unique in its own way. Hong 
Kong is very dynamic and metropolitan 
while Malaysia has very diverse cultures and 
vast resources.  

What was it like living in Malaysia when you 
first came compared to now?  
As I like the sunshine and the space that 
Malaysia has to offer, I blended in quite well 
and have been living here as my second home 
since my move. To be honest, it didn’t take me 
long to blend in. I’m naturally inclined towards 
the country. 

What is it like to be an expat in Malaysia?  
Malaysia has more than seven million Chinese, 
which is somewhat the same headcount as in 

Hong Kong. So I hardly feel I am an expat 
here. That said, I think the country is very 
friendly to expats in many ways, with great 
facilities to make their everyday life easier.

How would you usually spend your leisure 
time?  
I like to spend most of my free time on sports 
and my books. I love running, swimming, tennis 
and going to the gym. I like Malaysia a lot as 
it’s perfect for sports. 

What do you think of the food in Malaysia?  
I sometimes find the food a bit too salty and 
sweet in Malaysia, but I also think it offers a 
diverse range of food with great selections.   

Tell us about your role at Life Inspired? 
LI is a regional lifestyle channel catered to 
Asians. I’ve been here close to five years and 
currently serve as the general manager of LI. 

Any memorable experiences with LI?   
When we launched on Astro, I was very 

happy to see LI in Malaysia after launching the 
channel in Singapore and Indonesia.  

Have you explored the other parts of 
Malaysia, besides Kuala Lumpur? 
I’ve been to Ipoh, Cameron Highlands, 
Pangkor Island and Penang. I recently went to 
The Banjaran Hotsprings Retreat in Ipoh. It’s 
a stunning resort and Ipoh is a great place to 
go to for the weekend. I love the food at Julie 
Song’s Indulgence Restaurant & Living and the 
crepes at Burbs and Giggles. It’s a charming 
place.  

What is your most memorable experience 
while in Malaysia?  
I have many memorable experiences, but the 
most memorable ones are the beautiful spots 
that I went to like Pangkor and The Banjaran, 
and also the very kind Malaysians. 

What do you miss most about home? 
The dynamic of the city. The people and the 
food in Malaysia remind me a lot of home 
though.   

Anne and her team at LI

At an LI event
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Pullman Kuala Lumpur Bangsar
No.1, Jalan Pantai Jaya, Tower 3, 

Kuala Lumpur 59200 
Tel: +603 2298 1888

Pullman 
Kuala Lumpur 

Bangsar

Work hard, rest well
By Marlina Azmi

Pullman Hotels and Resorts recently opened 
a retreat in the urban jungle of the Lembah 
Pantai area. Its location is a good 

business meeting venue as it is adjacent to the 
iconic Menara Telekom building, and close to 
Universiti Malaya and Pantai Hospital. It will 
only take patrons five minutes to drive over to 
the Mid Valley shopping district, which is touted 
as one of the largest shopping malls in Kuala 
Lumpur, offering a vast variety of eateries, spas, 
clothing stores and more. For those without 
transport, Pullman offers shuttle services to the 
Mid Valley area and also to KL Sentral. The 
hotel’s convenient location also allows guests 
to take the LRT via the Kerinchi Station, which 
takes roughly five minutes or so to get there on 
foot.

The concept
Don’t be fooled with Pullman’s hotel façade 
as it does look like a typical office building to 
those passing by. Unlike its other chain hotel 
in Putrajaya, the Bangsar outlet is the exact 
opposite. While Pullman Putrajaya is decked 
with intricate and elaborate traditional designs, 
the Bangsar outlet features modern décor and 
minimalistic themes inside. Guests will find a 
number of modern and quirky art pieces at 
various spots in the hotel. The swimming pool 
area has rattan inspired deck chairs that are 
not only spacious but provide absolute comfort 
at the same time.

Relaxing rooms
Pullman Kuala Lumpur Bangsar primarily caters 
to the new generation of business and leisure 
travellers looking for chic accommodation and 
state of the art communications technology. 
Guests get to choose from its Deluxe Room, 
Grand Deluxe Room, Executive Classic Room, 
Executive Room, Grand Executive, Pullman Suite 
and the Presidential Suite. For those looking for 
a simple and relaxing room for a night or two, 
the apt choice is the Grand Deluxe Room. The 
room is more spacious than the Deluxe Room 
and has additional amenities such as an Italian 
Espresso maker. Just like the Putrajaya outlet, 
all rooms here come with fitness gear including 
dumb bells and a yoga mat, a flashlight at the 
side table in case of an occurring blackout and 
an umbrella. For further relaxation, the luxurious 
bathtub will definitely do the trick.

Meetings and such
Pullman Kuala Lumpur Bangsar offers great 
Studio & Corporate meeting packages for small 
meetings and big conferences. The packages 
start from RM225nett per person and you 
will be charged based on the specifications 
requested. There are eleven meeting rooms and 
two large ballrooms that can accommodate 
up to 2,000 guests, providing the ideal venue 
for corporate meetings, seminars, conventions, 
intimate dinners and even weddings and such. 
The Pullman ‘Co-meeting’ offers both the quality 
of its meeting rooms as well as personalised 
services supported by its dedicated Event and IT 
Solutions Manager throughout the event. Other 
facilities provided include the business centre 
with secretarial services, LCD projector with 
connection to presenter’s personal computer, 
digital sound system with wireless microphone, 
a chill-out space and more. 
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Never short of goodies
Pullman is set to feature more restaurants in the 
near future but guests who plan to book their 
stay there soon won’t be short of food and 
beverage variety. Guests’ choices include The 
B, an all-day dining restaurant that caters to 
different taste buds and Le Petit Café, which 
serves delectable light snacks accompanied 
with fine French pastries, coffee and aromatic 
teas. Located within the lobby bar is a cosy 
smoking lounge for guests to take a load off 
and enjoy their favourite cigar. Guests are 
also invited to soak in the cosy atmosphere 
and relax at the lobby bar. Its snug lounge 

chairs will set its patrons in a comfortable 
mood as they sample a wide range of 
cocktails, signature martinis, beers and wines.

One of the culinary highlights here is 
La Cucina, Pullman KL Bangsar’s newly 
launched restaurant serving eclectic Italian 
and Mediterranean-inspired cuisine. Its main 
attraction is the flamboyant cooking suite at 
the centre of the restaurant where the chef 
enthrals diners with his amazing cooking 
craft. The menu is the creation of culinary 
maestros Chef Michel Camy and Sous Chef 
Aidiyusman Mohamad Yushoff and it features 

delicacies from the Mediterranean coast, 
where traditional recipes are given modern 
interpretations. 

For instance, La Cucina’s Spaghetti 
“Putanesca” is given a boost with the 
addition of smoked streaky beef shavings in 
tomato compote with caper berries, sun-
dried tomatoes, basil and calamata olives. 
For diners who prefer something lighter, the 
recommended dish is the Red Mullet Fillet that 
has been lightly seared and served in saffron-
infused seafood bisque. Before beginning 
your meal, choose the perfect start to it at the 
Mediterranean salad bar. You’ll find a variety 
of fresh and exquisite salad dishes that will 
aptly fit your palate.La Cucina

Swimming Pool

The Deluxe Bedroom
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Introduction
Originating from West Africa, oil palm or Elaeis 
guineensis Jacq., was first brought to the country 
known then as Malaya in the 1870s to be used 
as an ornamental plant (Sime Darby, 2009). In 
1917, the first commercial oil palm plantation 
was established by Sime Darby Plantations. 
This was the start of what is now the largest 
agricultural commodity for Malaysia. 

Among the 17 oils and fats in the global market, 
palm oil emerged as the leader, accounting for 
a total of 55.8 million tonnes or contributing 
31% of the world’s production in 2011 (Planter, 
April 2013). Oil palm trees thrive in tropical 
countries which harbour a plethora of flora and 
fauna.

Production of palm oil has increased tenfold 
in the past 40 years, mainly on account of its 
higher productivity and competitive pricing 
compared to  other vegetable oils. 

Palm oil is a significant business sector in 
Malaysia and Indonesia, both of which account 
for 85% of the global palm oil production. Oil 
palms are grown on both large-scale plantations 

and small-scale farms. Palm oil fosters economic 
growth because it is a remarkable driver in 
alleviating poverty in developing countries 
by creating relatively high employment 
opportunities in rural areas. Moreover,  it is the 
highest yielding edible oil crop per unit area. 
It is a globally important commodity found in 
products that you may use or consume every 
day, ranging from chocolates and soaps to 
toothpaste and cosmetics. 
 
Helping smallholder farmers move towards 
sustainability 
Large-scale businesses often dominate the market 
compared to smallholders because they have it 
all in terms of access to new technologies, best 
practices and financial resources.  Nonetheless, 
smallholders or small  farmers are a vital part of 
the global palm oil supply chain. In Malaysia, 
there are two types of smallholders, namely 
scheme and independent smallholders. Scheme 
smallholders are structurally bound by contract 
or credit agreement to a particular mill or 
company. Meanwhile, independent smallholders 
tend to be self-organised, self-managed and 
self-financed, and they are not bound to any 
particular mill. 

In Malaysia, small farmers cultivate 
approximately 39% of the 5 million hectares of 
oil palm planted in Malaysia with around 25% 
managed by scheme smallholders and 14% by 
independent smallholders (MPOB, 2013). The 
average farm size for independent smallholders 
is less than 4 hectares per family (Rahman 
et.al., 2008). Generally, smallholder yields are 
much lower than those of industrial plantations. 
A study done on the Malaysian independent 
smallholders indicated that lower yields 
produced by this group was due to the small 
size of their plots, poor agricultural practices 
and poor data management practices.

The term sustainability has become a norm in 
this century and is  the buzz word for all kinds 
of development. Sustainable development came 
into the picture as a result of the United Nations’ 
Earth Summit in Rio, Brazil in 1992 (The Planter, 
2013). The emergence of this term has made 
a huge impact on business practices, including 
the palm oil industry. It is now no longer only 
profit-focused, but aims to achieve profits  by 
taking into account environmental, economic 
and social goals.

Bridging the Gap: The Big Players and Smallholders 
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Smallholders are not excluded from being part 
of  sustainable development and production.  
A study done in 2008 has shown that 
independent smallholders in Malaysia are 
less efficient than other producers due to small 
plots, poor agricultural practices and poor 
data management (Rahman et.al., 2008). 
Therefore, smallholders need to improve their 
yields and agricultural practices. They require 
support  to increase their oil palm production, 
which will improve their livelihoods. There 
are schemes available that can lead the 
smallholders towards sustainability,  such as 
the Good Agricultural Practices Certificate 
by the Malaysia Palm Oil Board and RSPO 
Group Certification. This is where the big 
players in the palm oil supply chain can play 
an important role by providing sufficient support 
at different levels to the smallholders. There 
are several models that have been successfully 
implemented to enable  independent 
smallholders achieve better production. These 
models have improved their agricultural 
practices, increased the quality and quantity 
of their yields, enhanced the sustainability of 
their operations as well as helped them to 
achieve certification that is recognised by the 
international market. 

Three projects in three different countries have 
successfully led the smallholders to go beyond 
just producing good yields to also achieving 

RSPO certification. For example: (i) a project 
by the German development organisation has 
managed to bring together oil palm mills and 
smallholders, creating  a win-win situation 
whereby the smallholders received access to 
technical advice and support,  which resulted 
in increased productivity and higher quality 
crops, increased income as well as various 
agro-ecological benefits such as improved 
soil and water resources. The mills benefited 
by having a more secured supply of fresh fruit 
bunches and the ability to meet rising demand 
for certified sustainable palm oil (Tongrak. S 
& Kiatpathomchai. S, 2012). (ii) In Malaysia, 
the Wild Asia Group Scheme has managed 
to bring 40 small farmers to receive RSPO 
certification in November 2013 during the 
11th Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil 
in Medan (RSPO, 2013). (iii) In Indonesia, 
WWF-Indonesia,  with support from Carrefour 
Foundation International and a subsidiary 
company of the Asian Agri Group, successfully 
brought the Amanah Independent Smallholder 
Association and 349 of its members to be 
RSPO-certified (WWF-Indonesia, 2013). 

The players in the palm oil supply chain, 
which comprise mills to retailers, are able to 
create greater opportunity for the smallholders 
to implement sustainable oil palm cultivation 
practices. Mills can share knowledge and 
provide training on areas such as good 

agricultural practices and efficient book record 
keeping to help small farmers to become more 
productive. This will be a benefit to the mills in 
the long run because the improved good quality 
fresh fruit bunches that will be sent to the mills  
will increase overall production efficiency and 
improve the oil quality. However, we must not 
forget other players in the supply chain, such 
as the manufacturers and retailers who have an 
equally important role to play. Manufacturing 
companies and retailers can do their part 
by providing business opportunities for the 
smallholders by committing to good fixed selling 
agreements with reasonable prices to ensure 
continued demand for sustainable palm oil. 

Such successes have motivated the big players 
in the palm oil supply chain. For example,  
Unilever  has committed to buy from the Amanah 
Group until 2018 with an appreciative price in 
return for Amanah’s hard work to comply with 
sustainable oil palm management standards 
(WWF-Indonesia, 2013). 

Unilever’s commitment is a good example of 
corporate social responsibility practices that 
integrate with their business by addressing 
sustainability in their supply chain. The need 
to bridge the gap and form partnerships with  
businesses, other organisations and smallholders 
are essential and proven to be beneficial for all 
parties. 

WWF-Malaysia is here to provide technical 
support and to facilitate engagement 
between the players and the smallholders 
who are keen to work together, which 
will lead the palm oil move towards 
the path of environmental sustainability. 
Companies interested to partner or work 
with WWF-Malaysia can send an email to 
corporaterelations@wwf.org.my or contact 
03-7803 3772. 

Support WWF-Malaysia

A Greener eArth

 KL LIFESTYLE l 83



Super Junior enthralled their fans at the long awaited Super Show 5 World Tour at Kuala Lumpur’s Putra Indoor Stadium in November. The Korean 
sensation delivered 28 of their hits including ‘Mr. Simple’, ‘Bonamana’, ‘It’s you’, ‘Super Girls’ and ‘Sexy, Free & Single’ for three hours straight. The 
concert drew 10,000 of their avid fans that were hysterical when Super Junior sang their first song Mr. Simple. When they sang ‘Marry U’ from their 
second album, fans raised banners that stated, “We have a wish, let’s get married”. Their sub-unit Super Junior-M members Henry and Zhoumi, giving 
Malaysian fans a super special treat at the Malaysian leg of the tour, joined the nine members consisting of Siwon, Donghae, Kyuhyun, Eunhyuk, 
Sungmin, Shindong, Ryeowook, Kangin and Heechul. 

Super Junior wows Malaysian fans

Over 1,000 Nile Rodgers fans gathered in KL Live for a night of groove and 
electrifying disco music at his performance in the federal capital last month. 
Rodgers alongside his band, Chic, performed to an enthusiastic crowd who were 
elated to watch the legendary musician groove throughout one hour and a half. 
Opening the show at 8pm was renowned radio DJ, Jakeman, who entertained 
the crowd with his mixes by building up the energy in his one-hour set. The 
show organised by Livescape Asia, was highly entertaining as the charismatic 
performer brought the house down with his pulsating disco sounds. Rodgers 
performed his famous hits, which had fans from all ages singing and dancing 
through every song in his set. 

Rodgers and his band, Chic, performed chart-topping hits such as ‘Le Freak’, 
‘Good Times’, ‘Everybody Dance’ and ‘I Want Your Love’. As the first strings 
of ‘Le Freak’ were strummed, fans started chanting, “Freak out!” Fans danced 
throughout the whole song, which had Rodgers grooving along with them to 
keep the energy levels going strong. Another crowd favourite was Sister Sledge’s 
hit song ‘We Are Family’ played in a medley, where the fans sang along to 
the classic hit. During the encore, a stage invasion happened where almost 15 
female fans went up to dance and groove along with Rodgers, turning the stage 
into a mini dance party. 

Chic featuring Nile Rodgers Live in KL
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The philosophy
The Ideal Lifestyle School introduces a self-
development space where people who are 
interested in improving any area of their life can 
come and seek the methods of doing it right. It 
started out with the single notion of how individuals 
have three main areas of concern, namely a 
positive mind-set, an active body and good 
nutrition. If people succeed living their daily lives 
based on these components, they will achieve the 
clarity and energy to be healthy and happy. This 
goal is achieved with the expertise of a life coach, 
fitness trainer and a nutritionist addressing these 
concerns to help individuals create the changes 
they want to see. The dedicated experts here 
work with people who are willing to change their 
lifestyle. 
 
The experts

Tracy-Anne, Life Coach 
Tracey-Anne loves working with strong and 
intelligent individuals who feel that their current 
lifestyle isn’t what they want to project to the 
environment surrounding them. She is the one to 
assist clients on what they want to create in their 
lives and lend the support throughout the journey. 
She believes that feelings come before the action. 
“There’s so many times when people set their New 
Year resolution, saying typical things like ‘I want 
to feel great with my body’. So what does feeling 
great with my body actually mean?” said Tracey-
Anne.  In regards to situations like this, she will 

advise her clients to get the current feeling state 
and the body will come later.

“What happens is people think they only feel 
energised, alive and passionate when they reach 
their ideal weight and then when they get to that 
state, they are not any happier when they were 
overweight because they haven’t dealt with a lot 
of other stuff. So for me it’s kind of let’s create that 
feeling state now and the body will follow later.”

Marissa Parry, Advanced  
Health & Fitness Specialist 
Marissa believes that being healthy should be 
in everyone’s priority list. Once this mantra is 
achieved, individuals will mentally and physically 
feel great about themselves. This will then lead to 
clarity and balance, which will make everyday 
living, becomes a little easier. She also makes 
exercise more fun than it looks because of the 
belief of what’s the point of doing something you 
don’t enjoy? One of her biggest pet peeve is 
people coming up with dieting myths like cutting 
down rice will cut down the fat.

“Cutting out rice and replacing it with bread and 
pasta won’t help much because they are all in the 
same category. Rice doesn’t make you fat. If you 
eat clean, you won’t have to count calories. Doing 
it slowly and in moderation can make change. You 
don’t tell them that tomorrow onwards, you can’t 
eat nasi lemak because the practice will last only 
three days. Its small changes one at a time, so the 
best change you will see in a person is the one 
who takes 12 to 18 months compared to someone 
who loses five kilos in a week only to gain back 
10 kilos in the next three weeks.”

Alexandra Prabaharan, Nutritionist 
Alex loves food so much that she’s found a way 
to indulge in all the great goodies in life, while 
striking a healthy balance at the same time. She 
believes that everything in moderation is key to a 
happy and vibrant life. “When I say enjoy your 

food and don’t deprive yourself, I don’t mean that 
you should eat nasi lemak everyday. You can eat it 
once a week and maybe the rest of the week you 
swap it with something healthier. If you don’t have 
time to eat at home, and you’re at a mamak outlet, 
go for a chapatti with some dhal instead of nasi 
lemak,” she said. 

Her aim is to teach individuals to make smarter 
choices based on what they like to eat. “Don’t 
make resolutions like wanting to eat healthier as its 
too broad. Try something more specific like I will 
cut down on all refined carbs, so instead of eating 
white rice and white bread, I’ll switch to brown 
rice and brown bread. And just start there, and 
once you start this, you might eat more vegetables 
and cut down on salt,” she suggested.

The method of success
At the moment, The Ideal Lifestyle School organises 
workshops to spread their teachings. KL Lifestyle 
was lucky to have experienced its Mindful Eating 
& Cooking Workshop where participants learnt 
how to cook healthier meals without compromising 
taste. Participants also learnt how to savour their 
dishes slowly in order to feel satisfied without 
having to stuff their tummies.

If you’re ready to change your lifestyle, check out 
what this school is all about. The Ideal Weight 
Programme kicks off this month and this isn’t your 
normal weight loss programme.  It’s not just about 
how often you exercise or how much you eat that 
gets you to your ideal weight, as you also have to 
address how you think and feel.  The programme 
will address all these areas and your life coach, 
fitness trainer and nutritionist will support you all 
the way.  
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Teaching the real meaning of healthy living 

By Marlina Azmi

The Ideal Lifestyle School
12-2, 31/70A Desa Sri Hartamas
Web: www.ideallifestyleschool.com



The story of Linden Leaves began in 
Christchurch, New Zealand in 1995 
when founder Brigit Blair developed a 

strong interest in skincare formulations and 
ingredients while caring for two of her three 
children who suffered from severe eczema 
and skin allergies in their youth. 

As her motherly instinct kicked in, she spotted 
a niche and began developing her own 
range of skincare after not being able to find 
a quality range of products to suit her family. 
Linden Leaves was established based on 
Brigit’s passion for quality, effective yet safe 
bodycare and lifestyle products that is visually 
appealing, enjoyable everyday-use as well as 
gentle in helping to restore the balance to the 
skin, especially for troubled skin. 

Linden Leaves’ products are manufactured 
using as many natural, locally sourced 
materials as possible. They always make 
sure only high-quality ingredients are used 
in producing the range, as they believe 
that a healthy product is built from quality 
ingredients.     

Not only does Linden Leaves make sure their 
products are up to par, they are also a strong 
supporter of the cruelty-free principle and their 
products have never been tested on animals. 

All their products are tested on themselves 
via product development and trials, and they 
personally sign off each batch by hand.

Over the past 16 years, Linden Leaves has 
evolved into a brand of choice for a growing 
loyal customer base in New Zealand and now 
it is available in Malaysia. Offering a range of 
Skincare, Bathtime and Aromatherapy Synergy 
products suitable for all ages, the products retail 
from RM59 to RM216.

A must-try is their Aromatherapy Synergy 
range, which consists of their best-selling body 
oil, hand cream, moisturising lotion, foaming 
shower gel and vegetable soap. The range is 
available in Pick Me Up, Memories, In Love 
Again and our personal favourite, Absolute 
Dreams – a rejuvenating blend of lavender, 
sandalwood, cedarwood and orange to 
balance, calm and relax – to keep you in deep 
slumber after a hard day’s work!
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Linden Leaves

Linden Leaves is exclusively available at…

theSkintopic
Level 5,
P5.12.00, Pavilion Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2142 9988

Lower Ground Floor,
Lot LGC01,
Subang Parade Mall
Tel: 03-5638 2988

PF3 First Floor, 
Hartamas Shopping Centre 
Tel: 03-6205 8828

K-G8-W, Ground Floor, 
The Curve, Mutiara Damansara
Tel: 03-7722 2213

C-16A, Avenue K, 
156 Jalan Ampang, 
Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2166 9988

www.theskintopic.com.my 
www.facebook.com/theSkintopic



ESCADA Born in Paradise

The 22nd Limited Edition fragrance, Born in Paradise from ESCADA is an intoxicating 
cocktail of exotic scents. The blend of pineapple and coconut milk, shaken with the 
aqueous and acidulous notes of watermelon, green apple and guava and enhanced 
with woody, musky and creamlike undertones. Making it the perfect summer fragrance 
to transport you to paradise. It consists of Eau de Toilette 100ml at RM264 ,Eau de 
Toilette 50ml RM209 and Body Lotion 150ml RM85.

Swiss line Cell Shock Age 
Intelligence Youth-Inducing System

Who doesn’t want a tender skin and to be able 
to look young again? Youth-Inducing Cream, an 
all-in-one moisturizer with remarkable de-ageing 

benefits, addresses the needs of mature skin 
accompanied by Pm-Repair Booster, a high-
performance, pre-treatment night-time lotion.

New Year Delights!

Shizens’ Eye Charm Pro
Say goodbye to your old fake eyelashes! Shizens’ Eye Charm Pro 
combines the best botanical ingredients and uses science to create 
a formulation that adds volume, lengthens and conditions lashes. It 
works efficiently to offer women a safer way to achieve voluminous 
long lashes! Now it is available at all Shizens counters and outlets at 
the retail price of RM168.
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Absolutely flawless
Benefit’s Stay Flawless silky powder cover-up glides on naturally sheer and layers 

beautifully for customised coverage with SPF protection. It comes complete with brush 
and sponge and dual application lesson.

Fit for a beauty queen
OPI launched three limited edition Miss Universe 
nail lacquers, which include the dusky purple 
I’m Feeling Sashy, the deep black plum Miss 
You-niverse, and the textured matte platinum This 
Gown Needs a Crown. Each bottle comes with 
a complementary bejewelled crown ring – the 
finishing touch for a manicure worthy of a beauty 
queen. Price: RM63
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Taste Enclave
Level 2, Avenue K Shopping Centre, 
156 Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur

Opening hours: Sunday-Thurs-
day; 10am-10pm; Friday-Satur-
day; 10am-11pm.

Pak Loh Chiu Chow
LG12 Feast Floor, 
Starhill Gallery, 
181 Jalan Bukit Bintang, 
Kuala Lumpur.

Opening hours: 12pm to 1am daily

.	03-2692	2685	

Hotel	.	Halal	.	Private	Dining

03-2142	2287	.	Central	Market	.	Halal	
.	Casual	Dining	.	E9

03-2144	0059	.	13	Jalan	Damai,	off	
Jalan	Tun	Razak	.	Halal	.	Casual	Dining

4,	Jln	Delima,kl

03-2166	2272

Hotel	.	Non-Halal	.	Private	Dining
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Kokufu

03-2782	6118

Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182	1234				Jalan	Pinang
			KLCC				JP	Teres	(Malaysian),	
THIRTY8	(International),	Poolside
From	RM550	-	RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

Seri Pacific Hotel Kuala Lumpur
03-4042	5555				Jalan	Putra					PWTC				
Zende	(Int’l),	Kokufu	(Jap),	lounge	to	Chereza	
From	RM198++	to	RM3,000				B5
www.seripacifichotel.com
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Tao	(chi)

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA
03-8787	3333

Makana	Restaurant

The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5 Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin, 50000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

03-2785 8000
www.majestickl.com

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723	1188
Jalan	Stesen	Sentral

Nook	(International),	MAI	Bar	(Bar	
Menu),	w	xyz(SM)	Bar	(Cocktails	&	
Snacks)				From	RM270	-	RM388
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/
alofthotels
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Craft Complex 
03- 2164 8344
 Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. • 

Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik 
printing and pottery from the 13 states 
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. 
• E9 FREE

Telekom Museum
03-2031 9966
 Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan 

• Displays interesting exhibits of 
  telephones and evolution of their 
  designs over the years. 
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays 
• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad Building
 Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan 

Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big 
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and 
heritage building is well known for its 
Moghul architecture dating back to 
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme 
Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers 
03- 2615 8188

 KLCC • KL City Centre • The 
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped 
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is 
open to visitors between 9am-7pm 
daily, closed on Monday • D8
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KL Lifestyle Art Space, Bangsar
150, Jalan Maarof, Bukit Bandaraya, 59100 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA
For Enquiries Call : +6019 333 7668
Opening Hours: 10am to 7pm daily

Bank Negara Malaysia Museum 
and Art Gallery Sasana Kijang 
No. 2, Jalan Dato Onn, 
50480 Kuala Lumpur
Opening Hours: 10am to 6pm daily
For Enquiries Call: +603-9179 2742

Galeri Tenaga
Wisma TNB, Jalan Timur, Petaling Jaya
Tel : +603-2296 5566 
Fax : +603-2282 3274
Opening Hours: 
Monday – Friday : 10 am – 3 pm.

University of Malaya Art Gallery 
(UMAG)
Tingkat 5, Bangunan Canseleri, Universiti 
Malaya, Petaling Jaya
Tel: 03-79671061
Opening Hours: 9.00am to 4.00pm
Closed on: Saturday and Sunday
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Opening: January 9
Oldboy is an upcoming American remake of the 2003 

South Korean film of the same name, which is based on 
the Japanese manga with the same name. The film was 
directed by Spike Lee and written by Mark Protosevich. 

The story centres on Joe Doucett, an advertising executive 
who was kidnapped and held prisoner for 20 years 
in solitary confinement. After his sudden release, he 

goes on a mission to find the person responsible for his 
imprisonment, later discovering that his life is still caught in 

conspiracy and torment.

Cast: Josh Brolin, Elizabeth Olsen, Sharlto Copey, Samuel 
L. Jackson and Michael Imperioli.

Oldboy

 c

Lone Survivor

Devil’s Due

Opening: January 14
Based on The New York Times bestselling true story of 
heroism, courage and survival, Lone Survivor tells the 

incredible tale of four Navy SEALs on a covert mission 
to neutralize a high-level al-Qaeda operative who are 

ambushed by the enemy in the mountains of Afghanistan. 
Faced with an impossible moral decision, the small 

band is isolated from help and surrounded by a much 
larger force of Taliban ready for war. As they confront 

unthinkable odds together, the four men find reserves of 
strength and resilience as they stay in the fight to the finish.

Cast: Mark Wahlberg, Taylor Kitsch, Emile Hirsch, Ben 
Foster and Eric Bana.

Opening: January 9
After a mysterious, lost night on their honeymoon, a 
newlywed couple finds themselves dealing with an 
earlier-than-planned pregnancy. While recording 
everything for posterity, the husband begins to notice 
odd behaviour in his wife that they initially write off to 
nerves, but, as the months pass, it becomes evident 
that the dark changes to her body and mind have a 
much more sinister origin.

Cast: Alison Miller, Zach Gilford, Sam Anderson, 
Aimee Carrero, Vanessa Ray and Robert Belushi.
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Opening: January 9
The movie is an actual Paranormal Activity spin-off, also familiar as the cousin of the series. 
The story begins in June 2012, at a party in Oxnard, California. After a woman dies 
in the apartment beneath the party, some partygoers take a camera to investigate. They 
discover items associated with black magic rituals, even the missing tapes, previously seen 
in Paranormal Activity 3. When Jesse, the film’s lead protagonist, discovers a mark on his 
arm, strange forces pursue him while Jesse’s loved ones attempt to save him.

Cast: Molly Ephraim, Crystal Santos, Richard Cabral and Andrew Jacobs.

Subhead: Paranormal Activity trivia

•   Paranormal Activity had the highest weekend gross ever for 
     a film released in less than 200 theatres. The previous 
     record had been held by Platoon for 22 years. 

•   The first movie was shot in a span of 10 days.

•   Steven Spielberg had to stop watching the film halfway 
     through on a home screener as he was genuinely spooked  
     by the experience. He completed it in daylight hours the next 
     day and loved it.

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit Delivery Man

Opening: January 16
Based on the CIA analyst created by espionage master Tom Clancy, ‘Jack 
Ryan: Shadow Recruit’ is a blistering action thriller that follows Ryan (Chris 
Pine) from his quiet double-life as a veteran-turned-Wall Street executive to his 
all-out initiation as a hunted American agent on the trail of a massive terrorist 
plot in Moscow.  

Ryan appears to be just another New York executive to his friends and loved 
ones, but his enlistment into the CIA secretly goes back years.  He was 
brought in as a brainy Ph.D. who crunches global data – but when Ryan 
ferrets out a meticulously planned scheme to collapse the U.S. economy 
and spark global chaos, he becomes the only man with the skills to stop it. 
Now, he’s gone fully operational, thrust into a world of mounting suspicion, 
deception and deadly force. 

Cast: Chris Pine, Keira Knightley, Kevin Costner and Kenneth Brannagh.

Opening: January 1
This is the story of affable underachiever David 
Wozniak, whose mundane life is turned upside down 
when he finds out that he fathered 533 children 
through sperm donations he made twenty years earlier. 
In debt to the mob, rejected by his pregnant girlfriend, 
things couldn’t look worse for David when he is hit 
with a lawsuit from 142 of the 533 twenty-somethings 
who want to know the identity of the donor. As David 
struggles to decide whether or not he should reveal his 
true identity, he embarks on a journey that leads him 
to discover not only his true self but the father he could 
become as well. 

Cast: Vince Vaughn and Cobie Smulders. 

Paranormal Activity: The Marked Ones
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