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DIALOGUE IN THE 
DARK EXPERIENCE
SEPT 1
THE SCHOOL, JAYA ONE

The mission of Dialogue in the Dark 
(Global) is to facilitate social inclusion of 
marginalised people on a global basis.
Its goal is to raise awareness and create 
tolerance for otherness among the general 
public, thereby overcoming barriers 
between “us” and “them”. The organisers 
create jobs for disadvantaged people by 
turning deficits into potentials and thereby 
strengthening the self-esteem of individuals 
who are typically under-valued, besides 
holding exhibitions, business workshops 
and events.

Tickets: RM20 - RM30

SOUND OF WISDOM  
2- HEAL
SEPT 1-3
PENTAS 1, THE KUALA LUMPUR 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
(KLPAC)

World-renowned Buddhist music composer 
and vocalist Imee Ooi and the JSJG Men’s 
Dharma Group, along with their concert 
team, premiered The Sound of Wisdom 
at Istana Budaya National Theatre, Kuala 
Lumpur in 2015 before going on tour to the 
Singapore Esplanade Concert Hall, Medan 
and Jakarta. They performed to a total 
audience of 20,000. 

Tickets: RM70 - RM150

01 05-07

HARI RAYA 
AIDILADHA
SEPT 1

Also known as Hari Raya Haji, this 
festival marks the culmination of the Haj 
pilgrimage in Mecca which is performed 
by millions of Muslims annually. It is also 
known as Hari Raya Qurban. Muslims 
in the country celebrate the festival with 
prayers and the sacrifice of cattle. 

GEORGETOWN 
FESTIVAL
JULY 1-SEPT 3
PENANG

A month-long celebration of arts, culture, 
heritage and music to highlight George 
Town as the premier cultural hub in the 
ASEAN region.

www.georgetownfestival.com

JEWELLERY ASIA
SEPT 5-7 
SHANGRI-LA HOTEL,  
KUALA LUMPUR

Focusing on high-end precious jewellery, 
the exhibition opens its doors at the 
prestigious Shangri-La Hotel in the heart 
of the city and will provide a top-quality 
platform for international jewellers to make 
connections and sales with an elite pre-
selected audience among Kuala Lumpur 
community and beyond.

ARRIVAL FROM 
SWEDEN- THE MUSIC 
OF ABBA
SEPT 1-3
PLENARY HALL, KLCC

Get ready to relive the golden days 
of Sweden’s most famous music group 
with the tribute musical Arrival from 
Sweden – The Music of ABBA. Take a 
walk down memory lane with timeless 
classics like Money Money Money, SOS, 
Super Trouper and many more – plus the 
previously unreleased song, Just a Notion. 
Since debuting in 1995, this tribute show 
has been seen by over a million people 
and promises a night of nostalgic bliss.

Tickets: RM88 - RM1,000

www.acmusicentertainment.com

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITY
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OLA BOLA MOVIE 
WITH LIVE MUSIC
SEPT 15-16
DEWAN FILHARMONIK 
PETRONAS, PETRONAS  
TWIN TOWERS, KLCC

Ola Bola is a 2016 Malaysian football 
film inspired by the glories of the 
Malaysian national football team in its 
quest to qualify for the 1980 Summer 
Olympics. The film has won awards in 
Malaysia and Taiwan in the Best Original 
Score and Theme Song categories. Enjoy 
a screening of this inspiring film at Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS, enhanced by 
‘live’ music performed by the Malaysian 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Don’t miss 
the exciting soundtrack composed by 
Onn San, including new music written 
especially for this concert.

Tickets: RM120 - RM240

MATTA FAIR
SEPT 08-10 
PUTRA WORLD TRADE 
CENTRE, KUALA LUMPUR

Matta Fair is a 3 day event being held 
from 8th to 10th September 2017 at 
the Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC) 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. This event 
showcases product Airlines, Hotels, 
Serviced Apartments, Rail Operators, Car 
rental, Online booking companies, Credit 
/ company cards, Business travel agents, 
Air Charter, Airports And many more from 
Business Services industry.

15-1610

SEVENTEEN FIRST 
WORLD TOUR, 
‘DIAMOND EDGE’  
IN KUALA LUMPUR
SEPT 9
STADIUM NEGARA,  
KUALA LUMPUR

After their last Asia Pacific tour last year, 
SEVENTEEN will embark on a new tour 
again this year! This time, SEVENTEEN 
will greet their fans with a full-fledged 
concert titled 2017 SEVENTEEN 1ST 
WORLD TOUR “DIAMOND EDGE”. 
With unlimited charms and various 
arrangements and self-produced 
choreography by the talented members, 
fans are guaranteed to experience an 
enjoyable time during the concert!

Tickets: RM214 - RM534

LE CORSAIRE:  
A PIRATE’S TALE
SEP 9-10
PENTAS 1, THE KUALA 
LUMPUR PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTRE (KLPAC)

The classical Ballet <Le Corsaire> was 
inspired by Lord Byron’s epic poem, The 
Corsair. A swashbuckling, romantic tale 
of pirates, slaves, betrayal, loyalty and 
oriental intrigue and is typical of the exotic 
and ambitious ballets created during the 
Tsarist Era.

Tickets: RM100 - RM150

THE LISTENER
SEPT 10
DEWAN FILHARMONIK 
PETRONAS, PETRONAS 
TWIN TOWERS, KLCC

The conductor has planned to present 
a concert exploring the many art forms 
in which the orchestra is involved but 
his efforts are complicated by the 
unexpected participation of a bugle 
playing mime who wants to sing opera 
and a tap dancing ballerina. Come 
and witness this comic dilemma as these 
two zany characters bring “the art of 
listening” to life.

Tickets: RM50 - RM130

YIRUMA LIVE IN 
MALAYSIA 2017
SEPT 10
PLENARY HALL,  
KUALA LUMPUR 
CONVENTION CENTRE

Yiruma has led a successful sold-out 
concert tour in Asia, Malaysia being part 
of the list. His physical album sales in 
Malaysia has passed gold and reached 
the Platinum award. Among his most 
popular pieces are “River Flows in You”, 
“Love Hurts”, “Kiss the Rain”, and “May 
Be”. One of his album, “Blind Film” which 
contains 11 songs including the title track 
‘Blind Film’, expresses his agony and 
maturity as a musician through this song.

His music speaks to your heart and he 
captivates everyone with his tunes.
Don’t miss to experience the dynamism 
and excitement of the world-renowned 
composer-pianist of the New Age style 
Yiruma Live in Kuala Lumpur 2017 brought 
to you by Creon Asia & Kwave.

Tickets: RM208 - RM438
www.ticketpro.com

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITY
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SHORT+SWEET 
MALAYSIA 2017: 
JUNIOR DANCE
SEPT 6-OCT 29
PENTAS 2, THE KUALA LUMPUR 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
(KLPAC)

With festivals in 14 countries, there is 
no stopping the SHORT+SWEET mania. 
Malaysia is no exception as the festival 
continues to grow here.

We kick off in KL on 6 September with 
S+S Stand-Up Comedy+Song followed by 
Musical, Junior Dance (new category for 
dancers 16 and below), Dance and finish 
off with a record-breaking three weeks of 
Theatre ending on 29 October. 

What makes the festival so popular is 
its unique format. It only premieres new 
works that are 10 minutes or less. Not only 
will you be the first to watch these new 
creations but, in a single night, you get to 
watch 10 to 12 different works.

Come, celebrate us and get swept up in 
this SHORT+SWEET mania. Like a good 
Malaysian buffet, there is something for 
everyone.

Tickets: RM35-RM55

SCORE FITMOB 
FESTIVAL 2017
SEPT 29-30
KWC STARXPO,  
KUALA LUMPUR

Get excited, fitness zealots! The SCORE 
FitMob Festival is back, and it has more 
special guests and events than before to 
help you feel the burn and work it harder 
than ever! Unleash your inner warrior with 
LesMills Body Combat®. 

Remember, registering will also get you 
an Official SCORE FitMob Festival T-Shirt, 
goody bag, entrance wristband and 
event freebies. So come push it to the 
absolute limit, then go beyond and ride 
on the fitness high! Immerse yourself in 
the SCORE FitMob Festival for a night of 
the most exhilarating, non-stop excitement 
and exercise that’ll burn off calories and 
replace them with an adrenaline buzz! 

Tel: +603 7726 4277

KUCHING 
WATERFRONT JAZZ 
FESTIVAL
SEPT 29-30
THE WATERFRONT,  
GRAND MARGHERITA HOTEL, 
KUCHING, SARAWAK

Jazz up your life a little at the Kuching 
Waterfront Jazz Festival 2017 on Sept 
29-30 at Kuching Waterfront, Grand 
Margherita Hotel in Kuching, Sarawak. 
The performers include Ernie Watts; 
two-time Grammy Award winner; Sheila 
Majid, Malaysia’s Queen of Jazz; Kunto 
Aji, Indonesia Idol finalist; and even 
a Chinese language jazz set-up, The 
Shanghai Sisters from Malaysia.

The festival offers fun for all with food and 
drinks, handicrafts, and the opportunity to 
jam with the performers.

Tel: +608 253 2111

BEETHOVEN’S 
EMPEROR
SEPT 30-OCT 1
DEWAN FILHARMONIK 
PETRONAS, PETRONAS  
TWIN TOWERS, KLCC

Malaysian pianist Tengku Irfan performs 
Beethoven’s regal Fifth Piano Concerto, 
nicknamed “The Emperor”. Beethoven’s 
exuberant Seventh Symphony preceeds 
Takemitsu’s Requiem for Strings. MPO’s 
resident conductor Naohisa Furusawa 
leads this brilliant Beethoven night.

Tickets: RM60 - RM150

SHAKESPEARE 
DEMYSTIFIED: 
MACBETH
SEPT 23-27
INDICINE, THE KUALA 
LUMPUR PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTRE (KLPAC)

Utilising their signature minimal set 
and lighting, a small cast of five, 
and live music and songs, the KL 
Shakespeare Players condense Macbeth, 
Shakespeare’s classic play of regicide, 
into a unique abridgement, lasting no 
more than 100 minutes.

Tickets: RM50

29-30

RUSSIAN FAIRYTALES
SEPT 23-24
DEWAN FILHARMONIK 
PETRONAS, PETRONAS  
TWIN TOWERS, KLCC

Tchaikovsky’s melancholic Andante 
Cantabile opens this colourful concert 
by Stéphane Denève. Premier French 
violinist Renaud Capuçon makes his 
Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS debut 
in Bartok’s Second Violin Concerto. Two 
Russian ballet suites inspired by popular 
children fairytales, Prokofiev’s Cinderella 
and Tchaikovsky’s The Sleeping Beauty, 
end this sumptuous evening of enchanting 
music.

Tickets: RM100 - RM200

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITY
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SEPTEMBER
THE LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE
SEPT 21

Trained by an old master, six ninjas become 
heroes by night to defeat monsters and defend 
their island, Ninjago, with their awesome 
masterbuilder skills. Apart from dealing with 
being a secret warrior, one young ninja, 
Lloyd aka the Green Ninja, has to deal with 
defeating the evil warlord Garmadon, who is 
actually also his dad. 

Genre: Action / Animation / Comedy
Cast: Dave Franco, Michael Pena, Fred 
Armisen, Kumail Nanjiani, Zach Woods, Abbi 
Jacobson, Jackie Chan, Justin Theroux, Olivia 
Munn.

BEYOND THE GATES
SEPT 28

After their father mysteriously disappears, 
Gordon reunites with his estranged brother 
John at their father`s video store to liquidate 
the property and sell off his assets. As they 
go through the inventory, they discover 
an interactive VCR board game called 
“Beyond the Gates” and decide to test it 
out. But as soon as they start the game, they 
realise that it is a portal to a nightmarish 
alternate reality, and the game has to be 
played until the end, otherwise they will die. 

Genre: Adventure / Horror
Cast: Barbara Crampton, Brea Grant, 
Chase Williamson, Graham Skipper.

LOGAN LUCKY
SEPT 7

Brothers Jimmy and Clyde Logan are 
trying to reverse their family’s curse. 
They do so by attempting to pull off 
a heist during the Coca-Cola 600 
race at Charlotte Motor speedway 
in Concord, North Carolina during 
Memorial Day weekend.

Genre: Comedy
Cast: Daniel Craig, Channing Tatum, 
Adam Driver, Katherine Waterston.

FLATLINERS
SEPT 28

A sequel to the 1990 film of the same 
name, a group of medical students 
begin experimenting with “near-death” 
experiences in order to see if anything 
lies beyond the afterlife. The group is then 
revisited by physical manifestations of 
childhood sins and past tragedies, which 
start to jeopardise their lives, and they are 
unsure if what they are facing is real or 
hallucination.

Genre: Drama / Horror / Science Fiction
Cast: Nina Dobrev, Ellen Page, James 
Norton. 

THE FOREIGNER
SEPT 28

An attack by a group of rogue Irish 
terrorists causes the death of the daughter 
of a restaurant owner from London’s 
Chinatown. When the justice system fails 
him, the man forces himself to push his 
physical and moral boundaries to track 
down the terrorists and get his much 
needed revenge. 

Genre: Action / Thriller
Cast: Jackie Chan, Pierce Brosnan,  
Liu Tao, Katie Leung.

KINGSMAN:  
THE GOLDEN CIRCLE
SEPT 21

The sequel to the action-packed spy movie 
that will see teen spy Eggsy finishing his 
missions outside of the United Kingdom. 
It is a continuation from 2014 movie, 
“Kingsman: The Secret Service”.

Genre: Action / Adventure / Comedy
Cast: Taron Egerton, Mark Strong, 
Colin Firth, Julianne Moore, Halle Berry, 
Channing Tatum.

AMERICAN ASSASIN
SEPT 14

Devastated by the loss of his girlfriend in a 
terrorist attack, CIA black ops recruit Mitch 
Rapp sets to hunt down the perpetrators 
under the instruction of Cold War veteran 
Stan Hurley. The two are then assigned 
by CIA deputy director Irene Kennedy 
to investigate a wave of attacks on both 
military and civilian targets. They discover 
a pattern in the violence, leading them to 
a joint mission with a Turkish agent to stop 
a mysterious operative who plans to start a 
world war in the Middle East.

Genre: Action / Thriller
Cast: Dylan O’Brien, Michael Keaton,  
Taylor Kitsch.

IT
SEPT 7

When local children start disappearing 
one by one in the town of Derry in Maine, 
seven children known as The Losers Club 
band together to deal with the problem. 
They find themselves going against an evil 
clown named Pennywise, whose history of 
murder and violence dates back centuries. 
Twenty seven years after their last encounter 
with Pennywise, children start to disappear 
again, thus, the group reunites to stop the 
demon once and for all as IT has returned to 
their hometown.

Genre: Horror / Thriller
Cast: Bill Skarsgård, Jaeden Lieberher, Finn 
Wolfhard, Jack Dylan Grazer, Wyatt Oleff.

VICTORIA AND ABDUL
SEPT 21

Directed by Stephen Frears and written by 
Lee Hall based on the book of the same 
name by Shrabani Basu, the story follows 
Queen Victoria and her unlikely friendship 
with a young Indian Muslim clerk, Abdul 
Karim, who soon becomes one of her most 
important attendants.

Genre: Drama
Cast: Judi Dench, Ali Fazal, Eddie Izzard, 
Tim Pigott-Smith, Adeel Akhtar.
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SIC MOVES INTO HIGH GEAR AS ‘F1NALE’ DATE GETS NEARER

F1 Drifts To Its End After 19 Years at circuit

With six weeks to go before the showcase 
‘F1NALE’ event, Sepang International Circuit 
is revving into high gear to promote what will 
be the final F1 race at the Malaysian race 
track.
 
True to its promise of making the event 
accessible to all Malaysians and making it 
the grandest F1 Grand Prix ever staged in its 
history, SIC, the promoter and organiser of 
the 2017 Formula 1 PETRONAS Malaysia 
Grand Prix will be introducing a cluster 
of activities for all ticketholders and fans 
attending the race. Fans will be treated to 
a countdown of celebration of 19 years of 
Formula 1 in Malaysia.
 
Early this year, SIC announced a revised ticket 
structure, offering up to 82% price reduction 

and a special discount for Malaysians. 
Tickets are now selling at a flat price of 
RM613.68 for the Main Grandstand with 
a discounted price of RM336.18 for all 
MyKad holders.
 
Two promotional ‘F1NALE’ booths have 
been opened in the city, located at Nu 
Sentral and Suria KLCC Mall respectively for 
fans to purchase tickets at a nearby location.
 
To accommodate fans attending the event, 
from Sept 29 to Oct 1, SIC is collaborating 
with KLIA Express rail service and Rapid 
KL bus service as its public transportation 
partners. This collaboration offers the 
convenience of direct connectivity from KL 
Sentral, KLCC, KLIA and KLIA2 to the race 
circuit.    
 

Similar to previous years, a free bus shuttle 
service will also be provided during the 3-day 
race weekend which loops the race circuit 
grounds, conveniently connecting the many 
parking bays with the various entry gates and 
seating areas.
 
“Fans not only get the convenience of 
booking their race tickets and parking 
online, they can also pre-order their meals 
at our official ticketing website at www.
sepangcircuit.com where they will have a 
selection of menu to suit their likings.
 
“With the Mykad discounts, 2017’s race 
tickets start from RM58.68 for local fans. 
We are also encouraging fans to bring their 
family and children along as we are offering 
discounted tickets for children aged between 

7 and 12,” SIC chief executive officer, 
Datuk Razlan Razali said in a statement.
 
The three team tribunes, Mercedes, Ferrari 
and Red Bull Racing with seated zone 
facing the teams’ pit garages had already 
sold out in May. Tribune ticket holders get an 
exclusivity to the Friday Pit Lane Walk and 
team merchandise in the package.

Besides this, other seats within the 
32,000-seating Main Grandstand are on 
a free seating basis for the convenience of 
the fans to roam. Tickets are selling fast and 
fans are encouraged to purchase their race 
tickets earlier to not miss the final race.
 
Beyond the world-class racing action on 
track, F1NALE will also feature a two-day 
F1 Music Festival where fans can enjoy the 
best of Southeast Asian and local music 
performances.   
 
The F1 Fan Zone, which has been the 
circuit’s attraction for F1 events over the past 
few years, will be bigger and better with 
exciting new activities to enjoy.
 
“Previously, we had only the XTRACK 
Experience. This year at the F1 Fan Zone, 
fans will have the opportunity to indulge in 
more motorsports and fun activities that suit 
all ages like the Podium Jump, Wave The 
Flag, Pit Stop Challenge, F1 Game Zone 
with world-class simulators and many more.
 
“The F1 Village will be massive this year 
where fans can enjoy their shopping spree 
of F1 team merchandise, motorsports and 
plenty more. Fans can access all these 
activities with just one race ticket, making the 
already reduced ticket price more valuable 
than at any other circuit” said Dato’ Razlan.
 
In promoting the event, SIC is organising 
F1 roadshows in Penang and Johor to woo 
the crowd as well as a special F1 school 
programme as part of its corporate social 
responsibility programme to further promote 
motorsports in the country.
 
The F1 School Invasion programme is a 
unique nationwide programme which SIC 

It is clear F1 is a crowd favourite event

is working on in collaboration with iM4U, 
PETRONAS and PETROSAINS to bring the F1 
experience to schools, to create excitement 
and generate interest among the young. The 
programme focuses on primary schoolchildren 
aged 8 to 10 in search of 20 lucky winners 
who will have an opportunity of a lifetime to 
introduce the F1 Drivers live on Race Day at 
the race track in Sepang in front of the fans. 
Ten other winners will also have the exclusive 
opportunity to meet with Lewis Hamilton 
and Valtteri Bottas in a special programme 
arranged by PETRONAS titled, “Face of the 
Future”.
 
“A bigger agenda of our programme to 
bring the F1 experience to schools, colleges 
and universities to educate and convert 

the students to be F1 fans and expand the 
motorsports culture in Malaysia, which was 
the prime objective when Malaysia started 
the F1 agenda. Since F1 came to Malaysia 
in 1999, motorsports in Malaysia has never 
been the same,” said Razlan.
 
Over 18 years, Formula 1 has provided 
great memories especially in the domination 
of Michael Schumacher with Ferrari over 
the years, the victory of younger brother 
Ralf Schumacher for Williams-BMW in 
2002, the rise of Lewis Hamilton and later 
the domination of the new German hero, 
Sebastian Vettel.
 
In conjunction with the F1nale act, fans can 
collect the limited edition miniature replica 

Meet and greet session with Lewis Hamilton
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trophy set featuring 11 different trophies of the past Malaysian GP and this year’s exclusive 
trophy produced by Royal Selangor. The level of detail on each 80mm replica trophy is a 
fitting testament to the original Sepang podium winner trophies. Limited to only 200 lucky 
collectors, F1 ticket buyers will get to enjoy 10% discount plus a free SIC umbrella for 
purchases made by 31 August. Other memorabilia items include a limited edition 19-Year 
F1nale coin collection and a reproduction of official Formula 1 Petronas Malaysia Grand 
Prix event posters. A 5% discount applies to pre-orders until Sept 22. For more information 
and to purchase the memorabilia, visit www.shop.sepangcircuit.com.

There are five ticket categories for the 2017 Formula 1 Petronas Malaysia Grand Prix, 
the first being the K2 Hillstand (uncovered),which is selling at RM91.98 for adults and 
RM47.58 for children. The second ticket category is for the C2 Hillstand (covered), selling 
at RM114.18 for adults and at RM58.68 for children. The following ticket category is 
for a place at the F Grandstand. Adults can enjoy the view for RM280.68 and children 
get it at RM141.93. The K1 Grandstand tickets are being sold for RM391.68 (adults) 
and RM197.43 (children). The Main Grandstand tickets are at RM613.68 (adults), and 
RM308.43 (children).
 
The exciting activities to watch out for gearing up to the 2017 Formula 1 Petronas Malaysia 
Grand Prix is first and foremost, the roadshow in Johor Bahru on Sept 15-17. This is quickly 
followed by the F1 School Invasion in Putrajaya, Penang, Terengganu, Melaka, Sabah and 
Sarawak. This event goes on until Sept 14. The Finale Concert, is sure to keep you bouncing 
on your feet from Sept 30 to Oct 1 at B Hillstand, Sepang International Circuit. The festivities 
continue with the F1 Fan Zone, where you’ll be able to get a feel of being behind the F1 
wheels, from Sept 29 to Oct 1. In addition to that, the Drivers Fan Forum takes place on 
Sept 30 at the Fan Zone Stage. Formula 1 fans, get your autograph books ready on Oct 1 
to get up close and personal with your favourite F1 drivers. As the Formula 1 event drifts to 
an end, get your dose of adorableness as children introduce the famed drivers of Formula 1 
on that final day, Oct 1.

To not miss the final action, fans are urged to get their tickets now at www.sepangcircuit.com 
or by calling the TICKET HOTLINE at 603-8778 2222.

Formula 1 cars drifting to the finish line

Meet & Greet Session

It is clear F1 is a crowd favourite eventA contestant interacting with the audience
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The Need for Flight

Why everyone should  
TRAVEL

BY CHEE SUE ANNE

Travel, not to escape 
life, but for life not  
to escape us

TRAVELLING TEACHES YOU HOW TO 
RELATE TO DIFFERENT PEOPLE.
When you unveil yourself to unfamiliar 
cultures and way of life, you discover 
that there are different ways of going 
about the same task and different 
perspectives of interpreting the same 
event. You learn to consider carefully 
unconventional reasoning, and 
embrace instead of fear, experiences 
and relationships that lay outside your 
comfort zone. 

TRAVELLING HUMBLES YOU TO LEARN 
FROM OTHERS.
The more you travel, the more you 
realise how little you know about life. 
Travelling guides you to accept that 
the world is so much larger than your 
perspective of it. Now that doesn’t mean 
you aren’t important, but it does open 
you up to learn from other people and 
situations rather than bestow your vast 
wisdom on those lucky enough to be in 
earshot. Travelling teaches you to set 
free your perceived concept of control. 
It’s a big enough challenge to just control 
yourself, you don’t have to do so for the 
rest of the planet.

TRAVELLING LIBERATES YOU OF YOUR 
MIND’S LIMITATIONS.
When you travel, you remove yourself 
from your comfort zone, both physically 
and mentally. You learn to communicate 
in different languages, drive on different 
sides of the road, and climb the rockiest 
of hills. Your mind will expand to 
accommodate controversial issues, foreign 
values and uncomfortable perspectives 
about life. You grow as a person when 
you find out that you’re capable of taking 
on physical challenges you’d never be 
subjected to at home. And you gain insight 
into the way different parts of the world 
think. These challenges will transform you 
and nurture the potential in you, helping 
you conquer your fears and adapt easily 
to different surroundings and situations 
you’ll come across in life. 

TRAVELLING GIVES YOU TRUE 
COMPASSION FOR GLOBAL SUFFERING.
When you travel, especially to less 
developed nations, you learn how much 
you truly have that you take for granted. 
Many people live in poverty that is 
unfathomable to those who have never 
walked their streets and heard their stories. 
Watching the wars and famines on the 
news takes on a whole new meaning 
when you have a personal connection with 
the people there. You lose the callousness 
and egotistic attitude that can sometimes 
develop when you can’t relate to those 
regions of the world. And, it compels you 
to help others and give back.

TRAVELLING WIDENS YOUR 
EDUCATIONAL HORIZONS.
Not all learning happens in the 
classroom. In fact, the most profound 
form of education happens outside of 
it. If you never liked history, take a tour 
around the Palace of Versailles in France, 
or marvel at the architecture of basilicas 
in Africa, climb the castle ruins in Ireland, 
visit the White House, and walk the halls 
of the Louvre. It is there that history comes 
alive. The stories are no longer pictures 
in a book, but tangible memories you’ll 
remember much longer than anything you 
could study in school.

CHERISH THE NOW, BECAUSE THE 
FUTURE IS UNCERTAIN.
You don’t know when you’ll live your last 
day on this earth, so postpone nothing. 
A lot of young people put off traveling 
because they want to be responsible, 
work hard, get married, have kids, and 
build up a life. Commendable, no doubt, 
but there is no guarantee that you’ll be 
able to travel when you retire, or even if 
you’ll live that long. If something happens 
and you don’t live to see your forties, 
fifties, or sixties, have no regrets. Truly 
experience this world and take every 
opportunity to admire and gaze upon the 
beauty this gorgeous planet has to offer. 

The world is a book and those who 
don’t travel read only one page. – St. 
Augustine

The unknown can be rather 
unsettling, and it is a natural 
reflex to shy away from 
uncertainty. But venture 
into it, and you’re opening 
yourself up to unfathomable 
possibilities. That’s the 
beauty of travelling. It is a 
doorway to a reality outside 
your own. A world you 
never knew existed, a world 
you could consider to be 
as beautiful, brilliant and 
complex as your own. You 
just need to take that leap 
(or in this case, flight) of 
faith, fuelled with passion for 
discovery and you’ll come 
across adventures beyond 
your wildest dreams. 
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The Red Flags 
Signs you are in a  

TOXIC RELATIONSHIP
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

WALKING ON EGGSHELLS
One of the first signs of a toxic relationship 
is when one partner is very controlling. 
Controlling doesn’t necessarily mean 
physically threatening or violent. One could 
be afraid to share their thoughts or opinions 
with their partners. In addition, one is 
continuously walking on eggshells around 
their partners because they are afraid of their 
partner’s emotional reaction.

NEVER GETTING YOUR WAY
A partner who is controlling may also ignore 
or overrule your opinions, even when you 
do have the confidence to voice them. One 
person is always calling the shots, always 
making the plans—for simple stuff, like where 
you’re going to eat dinner, and for more 
important issues, like where you’re going 
to live. If you’re truly okay with letting your 
partner make the majority of the decisions, 
this arrangement can be fine. But often in 
a toxic relationship, one partner eventually 
gives up because he or she just doesn’t feel 
heard.

NO APPRECIATION OF EACH OTHER
All too often, relationships go south 
when partners start to take each other 
for granted. In a 2015 University of 
Georgia study, married people who felt 
appreciated by their spouse and were 
acknowledged when they did something 
nice—reported higher marital 
quality than those who didn’t. This 
study proves how powerful is a 
‘thank you’ and how it aids a 
relationship. Gratitude goes a long 
way when there is distress and 
difficulty in other areas, promoting 
positive marital outcomes. 

YOUR PARTNER GETS PHYSICAL
Violence is never the answer in any given situation or context. It could be a simple 
act of grabbing of arm and saying ‘Get back here, I’m not done talking to you.’ 
or gripping your partner’s face and saying, ‘Look at me when I talk to you’. These 
behaviours may not necessarily cause physical damage but they certainly represent the 
initial markers of conflict. 

YOUR FIGHTS DON’T GET RESOLVED
Fighting can be healthy as long as both partners resolve the issue and feel a weight 
lifted off afterwards. Arguments only become toxic when situations don’t get resolved. 
It is only if your partner feels like you don’t understand them and why they’re upset 
is when they hold grudges. Holding grudges in a romantic relationship is not only 
destructive, but it will also lead to a slippery slope. In order to feel like equals, each 

partner needs the reassurance that 
their voice is heard, and things will be 
different next time.

YOU ARE NOT YOURSELF
Changes are inevitable when you 
find someone. When you’re in 
a relationship, even if you both 
change, both of you should 
be headed towards the same 
direction. If your relationship 
changes you, it should only 
make you a better version of 
yourself. If you feel like you’re 

losing yourself or you don’t 
recognis0e who you are anymore, 

then it becomes unhealthy.

YOU ARE JUST NOT HAPPY 
ANYMORE
What it really comes down to in a 
relationship is happiness. You don’t 
have to justify why you aren’t happy 
anymore.It is not possible nor realistic 
to be constantly happy throughout 
your relationship. However, the person 
you are with should make you happy. 
Your other half should make you feel 
supported and capable of doing 
whatever your heart desires.

You should know that even though you 
don’t have control of every aspect of 
your life and things will fall apart, this 

person gives you stability. He or she 
helps you rebuild and gives 

you hope that things can 
be the way you think 

they should be.

If you don’t have 
that, is it really 
worth sticking 
around?
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Tempura Moriawase
The Tempura Moriawase came in the 
form of a beautiful tree, with fried 
vegetables and prawns for roots. It was 
a lovely and crunchy start to the meal. 
The tempuras are to be dipped into a 
small bowl of condiments.  

Mixed Seafood Teppanyaki
This inspired dish was the highlight of 
our afternoon. They actually had us at 
the sight of salmon for there is nothing 
more perfect than grilled salmon for a 
meal. However, they managed to top 
it off by serving a platter of the best the 
sea has to offer. We looked at oysters, 
prawns, muscles alongside a bed of 
salad to neutralise the protein spree.

Cha Soba
Soba noodles are noodles made of 
buckwheat flour, roughly as thick as 
spaghetti, and prepared in various 
hot and cold dishes. The Cha Soba 
that we tried was served cold, arriving 
alongside a bowl of vinegar and a 
plate consisting of wasabi, quail egg 
and spring onions. The soba was 
garnished with a beautiful tempura that 
resembled a twig with colourful flowers 
on it. It was perfection on a plate.

P
etaling Jaya, the town that 
is full of life has seen the 
sprouting of a myriad of new 
and contemporary restaurants 
and cafés, making it an 

obvious go-to for foodies. However, 
a restaurant that has been lost in time 
for 22 years now has re-emerged, 
pledging to be reinstated to its former 
glory. This restaurant goes by the name 
of Sango, tucked away on the second 
floor of Crystal Crown Hotel, Petaling 
Jaya. 

Established in 1995, this restaurant was 
the first of its kind, offering authentic 
Japanese cuisine by a Japanese 
chef.  At present, Sango’s kitchen is 
run by the very disciple of the former 
Japanese chef. Carrying the definition 
of corals, Sango’s floors are adorned 
with seabed-like decorations, adding 
to the splendour this long-standing 
eatery. As one progresses into the 
restaurant’s ample space, one will find 
small segments comprising a Yakitori 
bar, Sashimi bar and Teppanyaki 
bar, forming the triad of the Japanese 
cuisine.

What pranced its way to our table 
was a tray full of wondrous, colourful 
Japanese delights that were easy on 
the eyes as it was palatable. This fare 
made our taste buds travel to the land 
of the rising sun without having to bear 
an exorbitant ticket fare. In addition, 
the details in presentation of every 
single dish left us flabbergasted with the 
amount of creativity and effort. Just like 
a kraken devouring seamen, that was 
how we devoured the array of food 
presented before us at Sango.

Crystal Crown Hotel Petaling Jaya, Lorong Utara A, Pjs 52, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Tel: +60 3-7958 5228

All glory 
returns
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Sushi Moriawase
This mixed sushi platter stood before 
us boasting its vibrant colours and its 
thick consistency. This exuberant dish 
had a pull over us, resulting in a spick 
and span aftermath. This humble-
looking sushi won us over with its 
fresh meat which almost melted in our 
mouths. 

Yakitori Platter
Yakitori is a staple Japanese method 
of cooking. It reminds us of a 
Japanese rendition of ‘satay’, really. 
We recommend trying the chicken 
wings, their specialty dish as well as 
the meatball Yakitori. It was tender to 
bite and packed with flavour. Here’s 
a tip, dip the Yakitori into the bowl 
of egg yolk and shoyu to thoroughly 
experience the amalgamation of 
flavours.

Salmon Donburi
This was deemed Sue Anne’s favourite 
dish of them all. Fresh and thick 
chunks of juicy salmon meat just 
sprawled on top of a bed of Japanese 
rice and garnished with salmon roe. 
It was a lip-smacking meal that Sue 
Anne till today relishes.

Yokitori Platter

Sango’s Top Picks

Salmon Donburi
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Mindful design of 
Vietnamese cuisine  

Southern Star, 

SAO NAM
Shines Ever Bright 

BY CHEE SUE ANNE

25, Tengkat Tong Shin, Bukit Bintang,  
50200 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: +60 3-2144 1225
www.facebook.com/saonamkl

N
estled deep in the 
heart of Bukit Bintang 
is the rare jewel of 
a place, Sao Nam. 
This establishment 

has stood firm and unyielding for 
15 long and fruitful years. With its 
first menu curated by the esteemed 
celebrity chef Madam Cam Van, its 
selection has, since it’s initiation been 
upheld and reinvented by a proud 
line of talented, award-winning chefs. 
Preserving the French touch to their 
sui generis Vietnamese cuisine, this 
destination restaurant has captured 
the hearts of both tourists and expats 
that wonder about KL, looking for 
exceptional cuisine. 

Goi Mang Cut
We were instantly floored by the first dish 
brought to our table. Goi Mang Cut, a 
mangosteen and prawn salad inspired 
by the southern region of Vietnam. This 
bizarre amalgamation of ingredients 
included coconut shavings, grilled chicken 
slices with annatto seeds, dried squid, 
fresh tiger prawns and succulent flesh from 
the mangosteen fruit itself. This dance of 
fantastic flavours blew our minds. The 
sweet refreshing juice of the mangosteen 
fruit combined perfectly with the mild 
flavour of the meat and prawns, and the 
special kumquat dressing played its light 
citrus tones, creating a symphony in our 
mouths that’ll definitely linger in memory. A 
work of culinary art indeed.
 
Vit Sot Me
Braised duck, cooked with carrot and 
ginger, garnished in tamarind sauce, 
traces of orange skin gracing the dish with 
hints of citrus notes. Simple enough, but a 
masterpiece when prepared by the chefs at 
Sao Nam. The duck meat, soft and tender 
with its mild natural sweetness mingling 
in harmony with sour, savoury tones from 
the tamarind sauce. This unassuming dish 
brought back the intimacy of unadulterated, 
fundamental flavours to mind. An 
uncomplicated dish both in presentation 
and ingredients, but akin to the basic notes 
that fabricate delightfully intricate songs, 
these few ordinary ingredients curated an 
extraordinary gustatory symphony on the 
tongue.

upon healthy lunch-set delicacies, Bun Thit 
Noung being one of the choices for the 
mains accompanied by two deep-fried 
chicken spring rolls and a salad of the day.

Banh Xeo
Imagine how a regular pancake would 
appear. Now banish it from mind as you 
discover a whole new world of pancakes. 
Vietnamese ones. Unlike any pancake that 
has crossed our path, this fascinating play 
on pastry, with its brilliant golden shade, 
had us spellbound on sight. The Vietnamese 
Crispy Pancake, made with rice flour batter, 
folded in with mince chicken, prawns and 
bean sprouts, and skilfully fried to create 
golden brown crisp edges, is a wonder 
to behold. Absent eggs, the texture of the 
pancake is uniquely brittle, breaking off 
easily, and when melded together with the 
rest of the ingredients, provides a satisfying 
crunch. There is a unique way to eat it 
too. The colossal pancake is cut up into 
smaller portions and the bevy of ingredients 
within, together with fresh basil leaves, are 
carefully rolled up in lettuce and dipped in 
special fish sauce before taking a bite. Be 
prepared for an invigorating experience 
on the taste buds as the fragrance of the 
basil integrates seamlessly with the mild 
prawn and chicken notes coupled with the 
robust flavours from the crunchy pancake, 
while the slight sweetness of the fish sauce 
envelops the entire toothsome morsel.

Sao Nam means ‘star Vietnam’, and it 
definitely burns the brightest in out-of-the-
ordinary Vietnamese cuisine. With the 
freshness of ingredients and choreography 
of flavours what you’ll uncover here will be 
nothing short of exceptional.

Bun Thit Noung
This chicken noodle salad is truly a 
refreshing dish, perfect for a noonday 
meal. Drawing inspiration from Central 
Vietnam, the chicken here is marinated 
with lemongrass, onion and garlic, 
then grilled to bring forth tasty morsels 
of meat. With a base of vermicelli 
that supports the flavourful chicken 
accompaniment, the drizzle of sweet 
and spicy fish sauce and abundance of 
vegetables thrown mindfully into the dish 
is a seamless blend of yummy, guilt-free 
goodness. When in doubt of what to 
eat for lunch, drop by Sao Nam to feast Goi Mang Cut

Banh Xeo

Vit Sot Me

Bun Thit 
Noung
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What began as a message delivery method for the Han uprising, 650 years ago that 
brought the reign of the Yuan Dynasty to a bitter end, stands today as the centrepiece of 
a celestial tradition. The Mid-Autumn Festival, a unique commemoration of prosperity, 
family reunion, reconciliation and strengthening of bonds, where the gift of mooncakes 

remains a vital nerve of the celebration.

A Glittery Gift from Chyna
Chyna, Hilton has gone out of its way to embellish its 
mid-autumn offerings in every method possible. From 
the scarlet shimmer on its Roselle Ruby mooncake to 
the sparkle of crystal on its mooncake box finishing, 
everything about it screams gift-worthy. The Roselle 
Ruby, Hilton’s signature snow-skin mooncake this year, 
shines ever bright (pun intended). Robust flavours and 
contrasting textures, the crunchy lotus seeds make way 
for the pleasant balsamic notes of roselle. It doesn’t 
end there, Chyna went the extra mile to contain 
its delectable treats in an equally charming case. 
Elegantly stitched leather, encrusted with crystals, the 
shape of it represents the rising moon and dawn of a 
new light. Too elaborate? We think not. 
Tel: +603 2264 2515
www.takehome.hiltonkl.com

Li Yen’s Lavish List
Despite the bevy of 10 traditional baked mooncake 
flavours to choose from, which include the savoury Li 
Yen Kam Tui, filled with delicious nuts and Chinese 
ham, the exceptional winners at Li Yen, Ritz Calrton 
are the snow skin timeless variants. Back by popular 
demand is the Mini Snow Skin Cream Cheese with 
Port Wine Mooncake. A delicate snow skin encases 
a silky cream cheese centre, complemented with the 
rich and sweet port wine. A perennial favourite, the 
Moët & Chandon Champagne Snow Skin Mooncake 
series also makes a welcomed return. Our favourite is 
the Mini Snow Skin Moët & Chandon Rosé Imperial 
Champagne Mooncake. The elegant and distinctive 
aroma and taste of champagne infused into the 
fine snow skin and luscious lotus paste, makes this 
mooncake an exquisite offer you simply cannot refuse. 
Tel: +60 3 2782 9033
Email: liyen@ritzcarlton.com.my

A Showcase of Shanghai’s Skill
Handcrafted by skilful JW Marriot’s Dim Sum Chef 

Kong Sok Wah and his team, these parcels of 
sweet pastry are the perfect gifts for loved ones 
and colleagues. Their popular snow skin series 

returns triumphant, with the Snow Skin Durian 
Paste with Truffle, made with fresh Musang King 

durian and encased in delicate chilled snow 
skin, is a truly decadent combination. Effortlessly 

fusing traditional ingredients with modern flavours, 
Chef Kong presents three new creations this 

year – Baked Pandan Paste with Salted Egg Yolk, 
Baked Green Tea Paste with Salted Egg Yolk and 
Snow Skin Custard Paste with Mint. Aromatic and 
finely balanced, these addictive desserts, steeped 

in flavour, culture and nostalgia will be sure to 
impress.

Tel: +60 3 2719 8288
Email: shanghairestaurant@ytlhotels.com.my

Tai Zi Heen’s Tempting Treats
From the daring to the docile, Pullman’s range 
of mooncakes accommodate well to taste and 

occasion. They launched their fresh line of snow 
skin mooncakes with exciting and exotic flavours 
like Mini Mango and Cheese Paste, Mini Dark 

Chocolate and Single Malt Whisky and Dragon 
Fruit and Mung Bean Paste. Classic favourites such 

as the Single Egg Yolk with White Lotus Paste are 
definitely not forgotten. But our favourite remains 

the Mini Dark Chocolate and Single Malt Whisky, 
a unique blend of sweet and sultry, enticing 

flavours till the final bite.  
+603 2170 3259

Email: restaurants@pullman-klcc.com

Häagen-Dazs’ Pays Homage 
For a whimsical and contemporary twist to the 
customary mooncake, Häagen-Dazs™ boldly 

modifies these age-old treats into mochi-ice cream 
amalgamations. A result, their Harmony Mochi 
Box. We were sceptical at first, but when these 

indulgent Häagen-Dazs™ strawberry and mango-
flavoured ice cream carefully wrapped with soft 

and chewy Japanese mochi skin caressed our taste 
buds, we were instantly won over. 

Available at all Häagen-Dazs™ stores

Mid-Autumn 
Memory Makers

BY CHEE SUE ANNE

Get your master list of  
mooncake gifts here
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Best Smoothies 
SPOTS IN KL

BY CHEE SUE ANNE

Why eat one fruit when  
you can DRINK all the fruits!

FITGO
The era of grab-and-go has permeated the smoothie scene. For a scrumptious snack or a nutritious meal of less than 250 calories, Fitgo 
has brought smoothie convenience to the next level. Vending machines that blend fresh and nutrient-filled beverages at the touch of its touch 
screen buttons, Fitgo smoothies have Proyo as one of its essential ingredients. What’s amazing about Proyo is that it contains probiotics 
from yoghurt, prebiotics as well as soy protein and 40 million colony-forming units of live bacteria cultures, giving your digestive system 
the aid it well deserves. All that’s left, is to choose the fruits you’d like to have for the day and wallah! Your very own delicious smoothie! 
Convenience in a cup!

Tel: +60 16-667 2997

OLA BOWLS
Ola! It means healthy in Hawaiian 
and that is essentially what 
founder Zack Hong strives to offer. 
Decadent bowls of fruity goodness. 
Taking fruits and vegetables fresh 
and creating beautiful, Instagram-
worthy meal options, Ola Bowls 
take care to provide as authentic 
the offerings as possible. We tried 
the King of Greens, the creamy 
avocado and banana blend 
soothing the stress of the day away. 
This bowl, packs quite a punch 
making it an excellent healthy and 
satisfying meal replacement option. 
The Tropical Passion, harnessed 
the delectable taste of mango 
along with its glorious colour and 
nutritional benefits to create an 
impeccable masterpiece. It was 
thick in consistency and filled with 
savoury pieces of the fruit itself, with 
a playful hint of crunchiness from 
the granola and pomegranate. 

Tel: 017 3133685

JUICEEE
This understatement of a smoothie spot has heaps to offer. With 
a bevy of healthy indulgence on the menu, you simply cannot get 
bored ‘smoothieing’ your day away. This smoothie bar doesn’t 
just promote clean eating, its strive for a sustainable planet can be 
seen by its use of eco-friendly and biodegradable materials in all 
its packaging, a noteworthy effort indeed. We tried the Papaya 
Pounce of the Milky Treats selection. Boy were we astonished! The 
papaya and milk blend was topped by the pleasantly surprising 
foamy salted milk, giving the whole drink a unique, enjoyable twist. 
A true memory maker.  

Tel: 011-1164 9828

SQUEEEZE ME BABY
Who knows smoothies could come in a BPA-free, colourful squeeze 
pouch! Well, one mother, Ann Yeap, filled with zeal to provide the 
best for her son developed this range of fantastically convenient 
smoothies, easy to store, carry around and consume. Fresh fruits 
and vegetables steamed to preserve their nutritional value, are then 
blended on the spot upon demand. Its aim: to provide the maximum 
amount of nutrients possible in each mouthful of smoothie consumed. 
Albeit Squeeeze Me Baby’s steep passion for nutrition, it doesn’t 
compromise on flavour. The smoothies here taste the most natural, 
with no artificial ingredients, making it taste as though you’re 
sucking juice from the actual fruit itself. 

Lot S211A, Second Floor, Bandar Utama City Centre, No. 1, 
Lebuh Bandar Utama, Bandar Utama, 47800, Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor
Tel: +6016-2989017

AÇAÍ LAB
Recharge yourself with superberry powers as you savour the 
ambrosial delights the açaí smoothies Açaí Lab has to offer. The 
first ever authentic açaí smoothie bar around KL, its founders, 
upon returning from a visit to Rio felt the need to replicate Brazil’s 
bread-and-butter berry offerings right here on the streets of KL. This 
nutritional heavyweight champion of a berry carries more than 
twice the amount of antioxidants than that of blueberries, and ten 
times that of grapes. Great for heart health, muscle performance 
and energy production, what with its robust dose of anthocyanin 
antioxidants, amino acids, protein, calcium, fibre, omega fats and 
vitamins. Importing these Brazilian açaí berries frozen and mashing 
them into pulp, their açaí smoothie is as authentic as it gets. We 
fell in love with their Rio Bowl. A harmonious blend of sour açaí 
pulp, sweet bananas and zesty apple juice. Refreshing and mouth-
watering, it’s creamy texture, mild natural sweetness and crunchy 
homemade granola drew us into açaí heaven bite after delicious 
bite. 

12, Jalan Solaris 3, Solaris Mont Kiara, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 017-376 2520
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SLIP ON  
AND GO ON TRACK

Outfit Elevators Outfit Elevators

Outfits curated for  
on-the-go, metropolitan 

ladies
For the Active Man

SIMON MILLER
Bonsai 15 mini nubuck bucket bag

RM1,568

GUCCI
GG Marmont small quilted leather  

shoulder bag
RM7,063

DITA
Believer round-frame gold-tone  

sunglasses
RM1,775

OAKLEY
HALF JACKET 2.0 XL POLARISED 

SUNGLASSES
RM665.99

ROSANTICA
Selva gold-tone, bead and  

feather earrings
RM613

SUUNTO 
SPARTAN SPORT GPS AND 

HEART RATE WATCH
RM1,973.28

CAFE DU CYCLISTE
BIDON LEAK-PROOF WATER 

BOTTLE, 500ML
RM59.20

IWC SCHAFFHAUSEN
Portofino Automatic 40 alligator  

and stainless steel watch
RM17,265

PRADA
Midollino small leather-trimmed  

canvas and wicker tote
RM6,494

+
+ +

+

MIGUELINA
Dakota off-the-shoulder polka-dot  
broderie anglaise cotton top
RM1,195

MIGUELINA
Carolina polka-dot broderie  
anglaise cotton midi skirt
RM1,860

NIKE RUNNING
MESH-PANELLED  
SPACE-DYED DRI-FIT  
TANK TOP
RM246.68

NIKE RUNNING
IMPOSSIBLY LIGHT PACKABLE 
RIPSTOP HOODED JACKET
RM320.68

ASICS
GEL-NIMBUS 19  
MESH SNEAKERS
RM715.30

UNDER ARMOUR
RAID HEATGEAR  
JERSEY T-SHIRT
RM123.32

UNDER ARMOUR
QUALIFIER 5" SHELL  
TENNIS SHORTS
RM148.02

MICHAEL MICHAEL KORS
Striped broderie anglaise cotton dress
RM1,264

MANSUR GAVRIEL
Leather platform mules
RM2,276

CAROLINE CONSTAS
Louisa off-the-shoulder polka-dot  
cotton top
RM1,667

ANTONIO BERARDI
Cropped cady flared pants
RM1,714

GIANVITO ROSSI
55 patent-leather slingback pumps
RM2,155
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Inspired by the stunning beauty of the ancient queens and deities in make-up, featured in the wall paintings 
hanging at the Valley of Queens, Egypt, Terry Liau brought to life Omorose Cosmetics, a line of products meant 
to encourage women to explore and enhance their individual forms of beauty. ‘Omorose’, meaning ‘beautiful’ in 

ancient Egyptian, is committed to creating products that excel at compatibility with its user. It took a long 18 
months to premier, but the wait was worth its while. Here is a peek at some of Omorose’s top products. 

BY CHEE SUE ANNE

OMOROSE COSMETICS

Frank Borman once said that 
exploration is really the essence of the 
human spirit and travelling is one of 

the greatest things you could ever do. In 
order to have a smooth sailing vacation 
while looking like your fabulous self, it 
is a prerequisite for one to bring along 

a few items before hitting the road.

Fashion is what you buy, style is what you do with it. It doesn’t take a million dollar to look like one. I have 4 simple rules to achieve the timeless 
elegance look.

Rule number 1 is to dress simple and graceful. Remember ‘less is more’; simplicity in design such as a button-down shirt or a turtleneck knit. In 
contemplation of minimalist dressing, it is important to go after nondescript pieces, which mean no logos or labels. When choosing a ladylike 
dress, go with moderate sequins, lace or glittery. Quality tailoring and details say a lot about a polished and expensive look. Not forgetting a 
subtle neckline or hemline which summons sophistication. 

Rule number 2 is sophisticated accessories. Keep your choices of accessories subtle, exquisite and small in size. Pearl, diamond or crystal, gold 
or silver are great options to achieve that refined chic. If you are a romantic, a silk scarf could add that bit of luxury and extravagant details to 
your charm.

Rule number 3 is not to forget your grooming. Complement the look by wearing light makeup with natural lip colours and ensure hair is clean 
and well-trimmed, while nails are manicured.

Last but not least, Rule number 4 is to keep it real. Nondescript leather shoes and bag! Preferably a structured and simple design handbag with 
clearly defined lines. Complete the look with a pair of minimalist design leather pumps, or loafers. 

Ong Soo Hua
Certified Image Consultant, Personal Stylist & Corporate Trainer
www.stylebyosh.com

Clothes Sponsor 
Massimo Dutti Malaysia

ANCIENT GREEK SANDALS
Selene embellished leather sandals

RM739.17

HUNZA G
Lucille ruffled seersucker bandeau bikini

RM928.26

KARLA COLLETTO
Barcelona off-the-shoulder swimsuit

RM1108.76

EUGENIA KIM
Bunny sequin-embellished straw sunhat

RM1744.79

TRAVEL ESSENTIALS

KAYU
St Tropez pompom-embellished woven 

straw tote
RM648.77

ILLESTEVA
Porto Cervo oversized round-frame gold-

tone mirrored sunglasses
RM837.82

PRADA
Round-frame tortoishell acetate  

and gold-tone sunglasses
RM1,327.77

Outfit Elevators

Beauty that blooms with 'Omorose'

FUJIFILM
Instax Square 10 

RM1,328

+

+

+

How to get that million dollar look

1. HYPNOTIC EYES: 
Let the teasing begin. These gorgeous colours, 
with added Vitamin E to help prevent signs of ageing, 
are crease and fade-resistant.
Tips: To be used together or separately. This long-
wearing formula can be applied sheer or built up for 
a more dramatic effect.  
Price: RM 66 

2. BB STICK SPF35 UVB/UVA PROTECTION 
SUNSCREEN FOUNDATION STICK: 
Say hello to your new best friend! A 
lightweight hydrating formula that primes and 
minimises imperfections, giving your skin a glowing, 
ethereal look, whilst protecting it from sun damage 
and pollutants. 
Tips: Apply to clean, moisturised skin. Lightly stroke 
all over the face, then blend with fingertips, a sponge 
or a foundation brush. Touch up as needed. 
Price: RM 134

3. LIP DRESSING: 
Unleash the sexy within. 100% vegetarian and 
infused with coconut oil, avocado oil, argan oil, and 
Vitamin E, the creamy balm texture gently glazes the 
lips, giving you just the right amount of colour and 
sheen.  
Tips: Apply directly to lips; can also be layered under 
lipstick or gloss.
Price: RM 55

4. ROSEY GLOW CHEEK TINT:  
Perfect blush made easy. This hydrating gel 
blush tints the cheeks with a lasting, rosy, natural 
glow. 
Tips: Apply on the apple of the cheeks, and 
blend with fingertips for maximum effect. Use after 
foundation or apply directly to skin before powder. 
Price: RM 77

5. SATYN SUPERFINE FINISHING POWDER:  
Blemishes, be gone. Formulated with diamond 
powder lumierer, this powder delivers a matte effect 
with a soft radiant finish, diminishing the look of fine 
lines and imperfections while smoothening skin. 
Tips: Ensure powder is distributed evenly on the puff 
and press lightly onto skin. Can be applied over 
foundation or on its own. 
Price: RM 123

1

2

3

4
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6 SUPER SEEDS YOU NEED TO 
START ADDING TO YOUR BOWL

Perfect as a quick, 
healthy snack with 
appealingly low 
calorie count, these 
seeds are the gold 
mines of nutritional 
quests. Here are 
some of the best 
sources of vitamins that 
come in the unassuming 
form of seeds. 

1. Hemp Seeds
57 calories, 3 grams protein, 4 grams 
fat and 1 gram carbs per tablespoon
There are plenty of reasons to shout, 
“Hemp, hemp, hurray!” These seeds are 
loaded with a range of vital minerals 
including energy-boosting iron, bone-
building calcium, and magnesium. 
Harvard University scientists concluded 
that higher intakes of magnesium are 
associated with a 30 percent lower risk 
of cardiovascular disease. Carrying 
the full arsenal of 10 muscle-building 
essential amino acids, and composed 
of over 30 percent pure protein, look to 
hemp seeds to provide your daily protein 
fix. They are also composed of 40 
percent fibre, the highest amount of any 
grain on earth! Time to hemp up your 
diet with these amazingly nutritious super 
seeds.  

2. Sunflower Seeds
51 calories, 2 grams protein, 4.5 
grams fat, and 2 grams carbs per 
tablespoon
If you’re on a tight food budget, 
inexpensive sunflower seeds can help 
you meet your nutrient needs. These 
seeds of the sun-worshiping plant 
are a stellar source of body-friendly 
unsaturated fats, along with a range of 
minerals such as magnesium, copper 
and manganese. They are full of good 
fats, antioxidant-rich Vitamin E, selenium 
and copper, all crucial elements in 
supporting heart health and balancing 
troublesome cellular damage. Also, they 
are the perfect phytochemical-rich seeds 
for those of us looking to lose weight, 
as they promote healthy digestion and 
increase fibre intake. 

3. Sesame seeds
51 calories, 2 grams protein, 4.5 grams 
fat and 2 grams carbs per tablespoon
For a healthier diet, it’s time to say “open 
sesame”. Good for much more than being 
simply sprinkled on fast-food hamburger 
buns and bagels, oft-overlooked sesame 
seeds deliver a dairy-free source of 
calcium. You’ve likely heard that calcium is 
a vital mineral for building bones of steel, 
but it’s also necessary for proper muscle 
functioning.

Sprinkle sesame seeds into your daily menu 
and you’ll also take in copper, a mineral 
essential for numerous enzymatic reactions 
in the body, including those involved in 
energy production and the performance of 
your nervous system. Possessing important 
cholesterol-fighting fibres known as lignans, 
studies show that these seeds can lower 
blood pressure, as well as protect the liver 
from damage, which is great news for those 
who love their liquor. 

4. Pumpkin Seeds
47 calories, 2 grams protein, 4 grams fat, 
and 1.5 grams carbs per tablespoon
Jack-o’-lanterns definitely shouldn’t be your 
only exposure to these nutritional dynamos. 
Their high levels of healthy unsaturated fat 
can keep your body a well-oiled machine, 
so to speak.

The bevy of nutritional benefits from pumpkin 
seeds also includes good amounts of iron, 
magnesium, testosterone-boosting zinc, and 
vitamin K. Pumpkin seeds are also high 
in antioxidant carotenoids that enhance 
immune activity and disease-fighting 
capacities, as well as omega-3 fatty acids 
and zinc, two important nutrients that may 
play a role in supporting skeletal health. 

5. Chia seeds
60 calories, 3 grams protein, 3 grams 
fat and 5 grams carbs per tablespoon
Extremely tiny, yet extremely potent, 
these small seeds are full of fibre, 
protein, nutrient oils, calcium and various 
antioxidants to fend off nefarious cell-
damaging free radicals.

For starters, chia is a fibre heavyweight 
- a mere tablespoon serving delivers 
5 grams! In fact, all of the chia seed’s 
carbohydrates are in the form of dietary 
fibre, making the diminutive seeds that 
much more six-pack-friendly. When the 
fibre in chia mingles with the digestive 
liquids of your gut, it’s thought to swell 
and form a gel, which can aid in 
improving blood-sugar control and 
promote satiety to help keep your junk-
food temptations at bay.

6. Flax Seeds
37 calories, 1 gram protein, 3 grams 
fat and 2 grams carbs per tablespoon
Flax is one of the best dietary sources of 
soluble fibre. By helping to slow down 
digestion, soluble fibre can help in the 
regulation of blood sugar and appetite, 
two benefits that can go a long way 
in stopping flab before it starts. These 
seeds also aid in keeping blood-pressure 
numbers from boiling over into an 
unhealthy range that raises the risk for 
cardiovascular disease. 

What’s more, flax is a leading source 
of omega-3 fatty acid alpha-linolenic 
acid (ALA). While not as powerful as the 
omega-3s found in fatty fish like salmon, 
ALA can also help keep your ticker 
beating strong so you’ll be pumping iron 
well into your golden years.

Mother Earth’s  
Modest Marvels

BY CHEE SUE ANNE

Photo by: init4thelongrun.com

Photo by: keepinitkind.com
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Who says 
sweating it 
out is solemn 
business?
Here are 5 fun 
ways to get in shape 
without hitting the 
gym!

BY CHEE SUE ANNE

ARGENTINE TANGO
Want to get a solid workout accompanied by the 
sway of sensual music? Two words. Argentine 
Tango. And we know just the place to begin. 
Initial T is where you can learn from the talented 
tango team, Alyzsa Lim and Iskandar Zulkarnain. 
Fifth place winners in the ruthlessly competitive 
Asian Tango Championship in Tokyo 2017, you 
can be assured of the duo’s tango capabilities. 
Masters of stage tango (a tango form dominated 
by back-breaking moves to impress the crowd), 
they borrow elements from it, integrating those 
striking moves onto the social tango floor. A fun 
yet challenging form of physical exertion and 
immense coordination, coupled with engaging 
social interactions, tango is indeed a pleasure to 
participate in, and doesn’t hurt that it works up a 
real sweat.

Initial T: Tango, The Beginning.
Class Timings: Saturdays, 6-7pm
Address: Blubricks studio 2A-3 PJU 5/17  
Kota Damansara PJ Dataran Sunway,  
Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Tel: +60 17-616 2279

WALL CLIMBING
One of the best ways to actively engage every muscle in your body is to 
climb. Wall climb to be exact, and Camp 5 is the ideal destination. Did you 
know, that wall climbing is the second fastest growing sport in the world and 
the fastest for females? It’s no wonder, because this sport is not gender or size 
bias, can be easily picked up by anyone of any age, and tests the mind in 
terms of strategy and endurance. When you climb, it is impossible for your 
brain to be idle and the fear of falling keeps your mind constantly in motion, 
planning your next move to gain grounds towards your final destination, the 
top of the wall. This challenging yet motivating sport makes wall climbing one 
of our favourite physical activities to replace going to the gym.
Camp 5
Address: 1 Utama Shopping Centre, 5th Floor, 1, Lebuh Bandar Utama, 
Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Hours: 2PM–11PM
Phone: +60 3-7726 0410

CAPOEIRA
The rhythmic drum beat of the Atabaque will resonate through the studio the 
entire length of a Capoeira class with Movimento Simples De Capoeira 
Malaysia. All movements here are accompanied by Brazilian music tying 
the art back to its roots. Initially formed by African slaves in Brazil, the music 
and dance elements of capoeira were the façade to conceal this martial art 
from their masters, to allow them to practise freely. Today, capoeira endures 
on, a martial art at its core, where lethal kicks and flails are masked by the 
rhythm set by the Berimbau. Everything you look for in a gym, you’ll find in 
capoeira class. You’ll be enhancing your strength, flexibility, coordination and 
endurance. Don’t believe us? Join a class and see the team mopping your 
sweat off the floor, and remember to thank us for this great workout idea.
Casa Do Capoeira 
Address: Plaza Damas, Casa Do Capoeira B-3-2, Block B, 60,  
Jalan Sri Hartamas 1, 50480, Kuala Lumpur
Class Timings: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 8:30pm
Tel: 012-6966983

ADVENTURE PARK
If you crave a thrilling adventure while you break a sweat, head down to 
District 21 where you’ll find Malaysia’s only and longest indoor high-rope 
course and the first indoor roller glider in Asia! Spend the whole day here 
exploring the different exhilarating rides and it’s safe to say that you’ve 
completed your share of workout for the day. What’s more, you had a tonne of 
fun doing it.
District 21
Address: AT 6, Level 1, IOI City Mall, Lebuh IRC,  
IOI Resort City, 62502 Putrajaya.
Phone: +60 3-8328 8888

FLY YOGA
Aerial or fly yoga is essentially yoga with the addition of a hammock. Already, 
it sounds fun, being able to swing around, looking poised. But underestimate 
this workout and you’ll find yourself on the floor, exhausted, before the 
class even ends. A gruelling challenge on your core, and all other muscles 
surrounding it, fly yoga gives your body the true exercise it deserves, while 
being gentle on the joints. It doesn’t stop at just being a workout, but places 
focus as well on breathing, alignment, flow and mindfulness. Come here 
and get everything you need, a workout, meditation and fun with the friendly 
classmates and instructors.  
FITsy
Address: 3-02A, Level 3, Central Park Building, Jalan PJU 5/13,  
Dataran Sunway, Kota Damansara, Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Phone: +60 11-3552 8210
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Airport MD Speaks
One of Malaysia’s most highly regarded 
corporate leaders lays his considerable 

expertise and experience to raise 
Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad 

(MAHB) to higher levels.

This month, Datuk Badlisham shares 
some thoughts on how its airport 

marketing efforts has helped spur 
passenger and aircraft traffic growth.

While our role as the airport operator is to 
facilitate as many passengers and airlines as 
possible, our primary focus has always been on 
the growth of the aviation business. Apart from 
maximising on the available airport slots for the 
airlines operating in Malaysia, we believe always 
in interacting with our stakeholders besides 
identifying and addressing their needs.

The acid test for every airport is how well it markets its scope 
of services to its stakeholders, in particular to the airlines. In 
order to achieve that at Malaysia Airports, we place great 
importance on stakeholders’ engagement and advocacy. 

I would like to point out that we see the importance of charter 
flights as well as they are a fillip to the tourism industry and 
help increase our passenger movements, especially at our 
regional international airports in the country. 

This is evident at Kota Kinabalu International Airport (KKIA) 
where about 21,500 passengers were brought in by 183 
charter flights from 14 cities of China last year. Given the 
Sabah International Tourism Promotional Fund and Malaysia 
Airports’ marketing support, KKIA is showing promising 15.3% 
passenger growth during the first half of 2017.

We have the Langkawi Charter Flights Incentive Programme 
2016-2017 that offers two schemes – passenger reward and 
marketing support - for lead charterers bringing groups to 
our Langkawi International Airport. As this productivity driven 
programme will be ending soon, we are open to the idea of 
exploring new customised incentive plans to lure more charter 
flights into Langkawi.

Our airport marketing strategy has always been aligned 
closely with our group’s core business directions, which is 
to drive traffic and revenue growth. China, India and the 
ASEAN region have been identified as the target markets in 
our routes development under Runway to Success 2020. One 
of the objectives in our five-year RtS2020 business plan is for 
Malaysia to achieve 123 million passengers per annum on a 
revenue of RM5.1 billion. 

As MAHB strives in its vision to be the Global Leader in 
Creating World-Class Airport Cities, we will continuously look 
at all avenues on how to optimise on our core airport business 
besides focusing on expansion and diversification.
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Coming into the 19th year since KL 
International Airport’s (KLIA) opening in June 
1998 with one terminal in Sepang, Selangor, 
Malaysia’s gateway and top airport has 
grown over the year to achieve the highest 
connectivity score of 62.06 last year.

According to the latest analysis from Malaysian 
Aviation Commission (MAVCOM) and the 
International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
Intelligence Services, the connectivity score 
of the next two closest local airports, Penang 
International Airport and Kota Kinabalu 
International Airport, which are also due 
for expansion, were only 7.23 and 5.51 
respectively in 2016.

MAVCOM, using IATA Air Connectivity 
Indicator score ranking, also showed Malaysia 
to be among the top five among the other 
ASEAN members. It was placed fourth after 
Thailand, Singapore and Indonesia with a 
79.6 connectivity score to 116 destinations 
and 2.65 million seats. 

This augurs well for KLIA, the country’s premier 
gateway, which was initially designed to 
handle 25 million passengers per annum 
(mppa). Its total passenger movements last year 
surpassed the 50 million mark for the first time, 
registering 52.6 mppa, up 7.6% from 2015. 

Expansion Mode 
in place for KL 
International Airport

In fact, its passenger traffic from 2007 to 
2016 has been steadily increasing. All 
aircraft movements at KLIA over the last 
decade has also been on the uptrend, with 
2016’s figure of 356,614 up slightly from 
354,614 in 2015, according to Malaysia 
Airports Holdings Bhd’s (MAHB) latest annual 
report.

As part of KLIA’s expansion plans, MAHB 
had a ground breaking for the Department 
of Civil Aviation’s new air traffic control 
centre in February that will further optimise 
flight operations by increasing its capacity to 
handle 108 flight movements an hour upon 
its completion.

The Airports Council International’s 
preliminary figures for 2016 released in 
July showed KLIA’s ranking as the 14th 
busiest airport globally with 36.96 million 
international passenger traffic. Although its 
placing has dropped one spot compared to 
2014 and 2015, MAHB Managing Director 
Datuk Badlisham Ghazali remains confident 
of KLIA’s passenger and airline growth.

Continuing to entice more new airlines to 
come to Malaysia, he hinted at the possibility 
of having two or three more airlines by the 
end of this year if not next year. 

According to MAHB annual report 2016, the 
airport operator has been enhancing KLIA’s 
capacity through minor reconfigurations such 
as the more efficient use of check-in counters 
and by redesigning the passenger flow and 
retail areas. 

Badlisham, who recently talked about 
revamping the flow of passengers at 
the immigration counters and e-gates in 
anticipation of more foreign tourist arrivals, 
pointed out that these measures, undertaken 
to enable it to up cater to 30 mppa, is an on-
going process.

He believes there is still room for expansion at 
KLIA, which handles about 70,000 passengers 
daily. The KLIA Main Terminal, when combined 
with klia2, the world’s largest terminal serving 
low cost carriers, cater to over 65 airlines 
covering more than 130 direct destinations.

According to MAVCOM’s Waypoint industry 
report, given their combined terminal design 
capacity of 70 mppa, KLIA’s terminal utilisation 
rate stood at 75.2%. However, when it is 
broken down into the Main Terminal and klia2, 
the terminal utilisation rate for the former is an 
astounding 102% and 60.3% for klia2, which 
is designed to cater to 45 mppa.  

“Most of the remaining airports in the country 
are currently operating between 52.5% and 
98.4% of their terminal design capacities,” the 
report observed.

Mindful of the long-term plans for KLIA’s 
expansion, Badlisham said MAHB floated 
a design and consultancy tender recently 
to explore the capacity upgrades that are 
required. “We have also engaged IATA to 
do a capacity study for us. The ongoing work 
by IATA is to get the views from an airline’s 
perspective as well. 

“So, it is not just about the 
long-term expansion that we 
need more facilities but also 
efficiencies that we could do 
in the short-term goals. All 
this will help us cater for the 
kind of growth we want to 
see happen at both KLIA and 
klia2.” 

DATUK BADLISHAM GHAZALI
Managing Director

Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad

He felt that there is no reason why the KLIA 
Main Terminal cannot do remote parking of 
aircraft as it have many such bays which is 
not attached to the building. “We can also 
expand our busing lounge and in our study 
with IATA, we will examine what is the 
more effective and efficient way to do this.”

Badlisham said the first report containing 
recommendations will be out in October 
while the second report will be in January, 
adding that all these measures “show how 
serious we are about what needs to be 
done at KLIA”.

Concurring with him, Malaysia Airports 
(Sepang) Sdn Bhd Senior General 
Manager Zainol Mohd Isa disclosed that 
porter service and enhanced shuttle service 
between the long-term car park, KLIA and 
klia2 would be introduced to allow for 
more seamless flight connectivity between 
the full service and low cost carriers.

As part of the airport’s continuous efforts to 
enhance the customers’ experience at KLIA 
and to ensure their safety, he said, “We 
now offer free parking for 15 minutes to 
those waiting to pick up passengers as we 
do not want them to wait at the road side. 
It not only slows down traffic but also poses 
as traffic hazard.”
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With Kuching International Airport’s (KIA) 
passenger movements averaging 4.85 
million per annum over the last four years and 
anticipated to reach its five million per annum 
capacity by 2020, upgrades for its terminal 
are certainly on the cards.

Malaysian Aviation Commission’s newly 
released maiden Waypoint industry report 
named KIA as one of the seven local airports 
that is due for an expansion alongside 
Malaysia Airports Holdings Bhd’s (MAHB) 
other airports in Penang, Langkawi, Kota 
Kinabalu, Miri, Subang and Kota Bharu.

Built by the British Government of Sarawak 
in the 1940s and opened since 26 
September 1950, the KIA had the last 
major redevelopment of its terminal building 
completed in 2006. 

were from Southeast Asia (95%) followed by 
Northeast Asia (4.6%) while the rest came 
from South Asia and Southwest Pacific. 

Sited 11 km south of the city of Kuching, 
KIA serves as a gateway not only Sarawak 
but also Sabah and neighbouring country 
of Brunei. It is also an airbase for the Royal 
Malaysian Air Force. Among the airlines 
serving KIA are AirAsia, Malaysia Airlines/
MasWings, Malindo Air, Silk Air and Xpress 
Air. 

AirAsia, which sees the tremendous potential 
in Sarawak beyond tourism, launched its 
maiden four times weekly flights from Kuching 
to Langkawi on 9 August. The ceremony for 
this new route was witnessed by Sarawak 
Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture, Youth and 
Sports Datuk Haji Abdul Karim Rahman 
Hamzah, Sarawak Tourism Board Chairman 
Datuk Haji Abdul Wahab Aziz and AirAsia 
Head of Commercial Spencer Lee. 

Said Lee, “Increasing connectivity into 
Sarawak is important for us as it is also one 
of the top preferred investment destinations 
in Malaysia with Sarawak Corridor of 
Renewable Energy attracting investors to set 
up manufacturing plants on ICT, agriculture, 
industrial and many more.” 

AirAsia, which flew about 3.2 million guests 
in and out of its Kuching hub last year, hopes 
to grow its numbers with the introduction of its 
Pontianak and Langkawi routes this year.

Sarawak as a Preferred 
Investment Destination

Since then, KIA Senior Manager Mohd 
Nadzim Hashim said there has been 
continuous upgrades carried out at the 
airport such as the extension of its passenger 
transfer corridor in 2015. Its runway was also 
extended to 3,780 metres together with other 
associated facilities to provide for unrestricted 
Boeing 747-400 operations.

KIA is Malaysia’s fourth busiest airport after 
the KL International Airport, Kota Kinabalu 
International Airport and Penang International 
Airport. MAHB annual report 2016 showed 
KIA’s passenger movements, including those on 
transit, up 3.1% to 4.92 million last year. 

Of this, 4.61 million of them were domestic 
passenger movements while its international 
movements numbered 304,473 or 6.1%. 
The majority of its international passengers 

Sarawak’s Kuching - City of Unity 
Rich in Heritage and Culture

Mohd Nadzim highlighted that one of the 
strengths of Sarawak and KIA lies with the unity 
of its various multi-ethnic tribes. 

“ Our staff, inclusive of 
the over 2,000 airport 
employees of KIA 
stakeholders such as retailers 
and ground handlers, come 
from the over 30 ethnic 
groups and always ready to 
work together to welcome 
passengers from all over the 
world. ”

MOHD NADZIM HASHIM
Senior Airport Manager,

Kuching International Airport

It is thus not surprising that Kuching, Sarawak’s 
capital, was proclaimed as Malaysia’s City 
of Unity in 2015. Sarawak’s heritage is also 
very much tied up with James Brooke’s arrival 
in Kuching on 15 August 1839. A Brooke 
Heritage Trust has been established tracing the 
six generations of the Brooke’s presence here. 
There is also a Sarawak Heritage Society that 
looks after the Brooke heritage.

Attesting to the state’s rich historical heritage 
and culture, STB acting CEO Mary Wan 
Mering cited the recent opening of Kuching’s 
first heritage boutique lodging house, The 
Marian, with 40 rooms as part of a public-
private initiative to conserve heritage. 

“It was the first school the Dayak girls were 
taught sewing and their cross-stitch works 
were sent to England to be sold,” she said. 
Owned by the private sector, this renovation 
of this iconic building used to be a St Mary’s 
boarding house in 1933 before it was 
turned into a Diocesan guesthouse in 1968.

According to Sarawak’s Ministry of Tourism, 
Arts, Culture, Youth and Sports website, 
the state received 2.1 million tourist arrivals 
during the first five months of 2017, of which 
1.1 million were foreigners mainly from 
Brunei and Indonesia. For 2017, it targets to 
receive five million tourists and RM8.4 billion 
receipts. 
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Kota Kinabalu International Airport (KKIA), 
Malaysia’s second busiest airport, has an 
average of 180 departures and arrivals daily, 
which works out to be about 1,260 flights 
weekly, according to its senior airport manager 
Sunif Naiman. 

“ Currently, we have  
19 airlines flying to  
14 oversea destinations.”

SUNIF NAIMAN
Senior Airport Manager,

Kota Kinabalu International Airport

Sabah Striving for More

To mainland China alone, it has flights 
to six cities - Guangzhou, Hangzhou, 
Shenzhen, Wuhan, Shanghai and Fuzhou, 
with more cities in the pipeline as Malindo 
Air is expected to mount scheduled charter 
flights in the third quarter from cities such as 
Beijing, Changsha, Chengdu, Chongqing, 
Ningbo, Wenzhou, Wuxi, Xian, Xuzhou and 
Zhengzhou.

Including Hong Kong, KKIA currently receives 
79 flights weekly with 13,385 seats capacity 
or an average of 11 flights daily from China. 

According to Sabah Tourism Board’s website, 
preliminary visitor arrival figures from January 
to June 2017 totalled 1.8 million, up from 
1.6 million compared to the previous 
corresponding period. Total visitor arrivals to 
Sabah last year amounted to 3.4 million.

As reportedly pointed out by Sabah Tourism 
Board Chairman Datuk Joniston Bangkuai, 
tourist arrivals from China grew 52% to 
374,939 last year or 1,027 daily to KKIA due 
partly to its marketing and promotion strategy 
to increase air accessibility into the state by 
attracting more foreign airlines to fly in and out 
of its capital city, Kota Kinabalu (KK). 

He said last year’s growth in arrivals was also 
contributed by the 183 charter flights from 
China from 14 cities which brought in about 
21,500 passengers, pointing out that the 
short distance between many of the southern 
Chinese cities and Sabah benefitted KKIA. 

The foreign airlines serving the China market 
are Shanghai Airlines, Spring Airlines, China 
Southern Airlines, Xiamen Air, Cathay Dragon 
besides national carrier Malaysia Airlines and 
AirAsia, remarked Sunif. 

“We are very pleased with the good 
relationship and rapport that we have with 
Sabah Tourism Board to promote KKIA as the 
gateway to Borneo and are blessed that KK is 
a popular destination with both the local and 
foreign tourists.”

Opened since 15 August 1985, KKIA was 
formerly known as Jesselton Airfield during 
World War II. Located 8 km from KK, its airline 
operations, including for low-cost carriers, 
were consolidated on 1 December 2015 at 
its main Terminal 1 building, which can handle 
nine million passengers per annum (mppa). 

According to Malaysia Airports Holdings 
Bhd’s (MAHB) annual report 2016, KKIA 
posted 10.5% growth of 7.3 million 
mppa last year. Of this, 2.1 million were 
contributed by international passenger 
movements from Northeast Asia (78.6%), 
Southeast Asia (20.9%) and Southwest 
Pacific (0.5%). KKIA’s commercial aircraft 
movements also rose by 3.5% to 69,292 
last year while cargo movements, including 
transit cargo at Terminal 2, were up 16.1% 
to 28.7 million from 2015. 

In conjunction with MAHB’s 25th 
anniversary, Sunif said the airport has lined 
up a number of activities during the first 
week of November, which includes a 2.5km 
KKIA Run, Health Day and an Aviation/
Occupational Safety and Health exhibition. 

Sabah’s Allure

Sabah Tourism Board, which has been 
partnering with Malaysia Convention 
and Exhibition Bureau to attract incentive 
groups from China, continues to bring 
in the numbers during the first six months 
of this year, where over 11,000 arrivals 
from China for incentive groups have been 
reported.

The biggest numbers came from Perfect 
China Co Ltd and JM Group, where each is 
said to have brought in over 3,000 persons 
each under their incentive trips. 

Sabah Tourism Board Chairman Datuk Joniston 
Bangkuai said Sabah’s east coast islands are 
also enjoying high occupancy from Chinese 
tourist arrivals with 81% of the total guests to 
the dive sites around Semporna reported to be 
from Chinese tourists last year.

The state’s sunset cruise along the Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Park remains to be popular among the 
tourists. A slow hike up KK’s many hills for rare 
views of the city and its islands is also highly 
recommended. For those looking for more 
excitement, they can try activities such as water 
rafting (Grade 2 -3) along the Kadamaian river 
with views of Mount Kinabalu or take a ride on 
the high speed Smart Hero Jet Boat, said to be 
the first in Southeast Asia, that will give you a 
360 degree spin.
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When Georgetown was listed as a UNESCO 
Heritage site in 2008, tourism jumped in 
numbers with the old city being the main 
draw. This was accompanied by a boom in 
new boutique hotels, new restaurants and 
cafes, as well as a surge of property prices. 
Penang bustled like never before and the 
once sedate island is now known for the other 
signifier of growth – traffic jams. 

Tourism is one of the main engines of the 
Penang economy, hence visitors are still 
encouraged and greater numbers are 
pursued. Tourism continues to be developed 
even if traffic congestions becomes disruptive 
to local daily lives. “ Passengers arriving to Penang 

have increased year by year 
due to our tourism boost, 
and MAHB is looking for 
more opportunities to connect 
Penang to other major cities 
around this region.”

RAMZI AHMAD
Senior Airport Manager,

Penang International Airport

Penang’s Gateway To  
Tourists’ Hotspots

There is great reliance on the Penang 
International Airport as the alternative 
gateway to Penang, other than its bridges 
to the mainland to mitigate the traffic 
congestion. The old airport was built in 
1949 and existing airport was built in 
1997 and became operational in 1979 to 
cater for 1.5 million passengers per annum. 

Previous major renovation was carried 
out in 1998 and completed in 2001 to 
handle 3.5 million passengers a year. Latest 
upgrading works were completed in June 
2013 to handle 6.5 million passengers 
anually. It has a single runway, 3,354m in 
length and 46m wide. The largest aircraft it 
can accommodate is the Boeing 747.

The Penang International Airport is the third 
busiest Malaysian airport after KLIA/klia2 
and the Kota Kinabalu International Airport. 
The efficient running and management of 
the airport is crucial to the health of tourism 
in Penang, the job of Malaysia Airports 
Holdings Berhad.

Penang’s Georgetown - The UNESCO 
World Heritage Site

Georgetown is so successful at drawing local 
and international tourists to Penang, especially 
since its UNESCO status that the whole 
ambience and variety of amenities available 
in Georgetown have become popular 
conversation. The discussion about Penang 
street cuisine has become mythical. 

Other tourist hotspots have emerged in recent 
years. One of which is the Penang Butterfly 
Farm, now known as Entopia, with millions 
of Ringgit invested to make it the world’s first 
butterfly, dragonfly and firefly sanctuary park. 
The first phase covering 29,000 sq. ft. is 
already opened in May 2016. When the 
second phase is completed in 2018, the total 
area would grow to 130,000 sq. ft.

A theme park with adventure play area, 
water play area and tree-top hotel was also 
developed over a 17.8 hectare site. It is an 
alternative to the conventional idea of roller-
coaster and other rides. Known as the Escape 
Theme Park, its offer is much more rustic, but in 

a safe and secured environment, with places 
for BBQ as well as the setting up of tents. 

The iconic KOMTAR Tower has recently been 
turned into a tourist spot. The Top@KOMTAR 
includes attractions such as, the Penang State 
Gallery, which is a centre for tourists to learn 
about Penang. An area called Danceok 
has a dance simulation game; another area 
called Ocean Explorer 5D is designed to 
create possibly the most realistic underwater 
experience; yet another area called 7D 
Discovery Motion Theatre offers high 
quality visual displays. Finally, the Jurassic 
Research Centre lets the visitor becomes an 
archaeologist for the day. 

The Top culminates with The Top Club at levels 
64 to 68, which provides a 360 degree 
view observation deck, sky dining outlet and 
open-air rooftop sky bar.

These are just some of the new tourist hotspots 
that appeared recently. The natural beauty of 
Penang, encapsulated by the Penang Hills 
and Batu Ferringhi beach are as popular as 
ever with visitors. Design precincts are also 

being created in the island, and not to mention 
the Penang Arts Festival that is a popular 
annual calendar event. 

Being a major conduit for all of these and 
more, the Penang International Airport is 
intrinsic and crucial to the island’s present and 
future economic health. Passengers and tourists 
arrivals in Penang is seeing a steady increase 
partially due to the boost in tourism and 
according to MAHB, they are looking for more 
opportunities to connect Penang to other major 
cities around this region.
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Langkawi – The Jewel of Kedah

Langkawi International Airport (LIA), 
Malaysia’s sixth busiest airport, has seen its 
weekly air connectivity spike to 278 this year 
as more scheduled and charter flights stop at 
Kedah’s duty-free island of Langkawi, linking 
it to new destinations such as Shenzhen.

Operational since 1986, its terminal has 
been upgraded to meet the increase in tourist 
arrivals to Langkawi, which stood at 3.63 
million last year. Tourists to this legendary 
island has been projected to grow to five 
million over the next three years. 

Given the steady growth of its passenger and 
commercial aircraft movements over the last 
10 years, expansion and renovation works 
at the airport terminal are due to start soon. 
According to Malaysia Airports Holdings 
Bhd’s (MAHB) annual report 2016, LIA’s 
passenger movements have been on the 
uptrend, rising from 1.12 million in 2007 to 
a new record high of 2.65 million last year, 
which was up 13.7% from 2015.

Its passengers are largely domestic, making 
up 2.41 million of the passenger movements 
last year while 75% of its 246,181 
international passengers are from Southeast 
Asia and the rest from Northeast Asia. LIA 
has an annual terminal capacity of 1.5 
million passengers. This figure is expected to 
rise to four million by October 2018.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Ahmad Bashah Md 
Hanipah had told the Kedah State Assembly 
last November that RM14 million had been 
allocated under the Rolling Plan 2 of the 
11th Malaysia Plan to increase LIA’s 
passenger handling capacity to five million 
annually.

In terms of commercial aircraft movements, 
MAHB’s latest annual report shows LIA 
enjoying positive growth over the last decade 
with its 2016 figures up 7% to 23,797. The 
airport’s total aircraft movements, however, 
grew marginally to 31,035 last year from 
30,853 in 2015.
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Geared for more upgrading, MAHB 
Managing Director Datuk Badlisham Ghazali 
reportedly estimated in August the cost of 
LIA’s expansion to be about RM80 million. 
The airport operator is committed to make 
LIA a carbon-neutral under Langkawi Tourism 
Blueprint 2016-2020 which emphasizes on 
green technology and a low carbon footprint. 

LIA, voted one of top three best airports in 
Airport Council International’s Airport Service 
Quality Award 2016 for the two to five million 
passengers per annum category, has a good 
mix of retail, duty-free as well as food and 
beverage outlets. 

Besides the Plaza Premium Lounge, the airport 
also has an exclusive lounge that caters to 
privileged members of St Regis and The Westin 
once they have gone through immigration.

Kedah’s Jewel 

Langkawi, an archipelago of 99 islands, 
comes under the Langkawi Development 
Authority (LADA), which is responsible for 
its green and sustainable development. 
Also known as Langkawi UNESCO Global 
Geopark since 2015, Langkawi recently 
clinched the PATA Gold Award 2017 under 
the heritage category.

Malaysia’s other recipient for PATA Gold 
Award this year went to the island’s only green 
hotel, Frangipani Langkawi Resort and Spa, for 
educating, transferring skills and knowledge, 
creating awareness and providing training on 
sustainability.

Also popularly referred to as the jewel of 
Kedah, Langkawi has attracted a number of 
international hotels to be opened here. The 
latest to join its existing luxury brands such as 
The Danna and Four Seasons Resort is China-
based Wanda Hotels and Resorts, which will 
be debuting its first premium Wanda Realm 
label overseas in Pantai Cenang by 2021 or 
2022. Opening soon will be The Ritz-Carlton 
Langkawi while the five-star Parkroyal Langkawi 
Resort is targeted to open in 2019.

LADA will be the host for the premier PTM 
2018, which will be held at the Mahsuri 
International Exhibition Centre, the same 
venue used for the biennial 14th Langkawi 
International Maritime and Aerospace 
exhibition in March.

LADA CEO and former PATA Malaysia Chapter 
Chairman Datuk Haji Azizan Noordin, 
who had been bestowed PATA 2017 Life 
Membership Award earlier this year, was more 
than happy when Langkawi was selected 
venue for the recent PATA Malaysia-Singapore 
Inter-Chapter Meet & Networking Session to 
update the delegates on Langkawi’s latest 
tourism developments and facilities.

“ Phase one of LIA’s expansion 
is due to start in September. 
Its existing 400 car park 
bays will be increased 
to 600 while phase two, 
targeted to begin in  
mid-October, will see the 
construction of a new 
building and renovations 
to be done to its existing 
structure.”

JEFRY RAMLI
Airport Manager,

Langkawi International Airport

The airport’s expansion is expected to be 
completed by next August prior to the start 
of the PATA Travel Mart (PTM), which is 
being organised by the Pacific Asia Travel 
Association from 12-14 September 2018. 
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Airport City in the Making

KLIA Aeropolis, as its name suggests, will 
have the KLIA at the core of its development 
in Sepang, Selangor. Following its launch on 
23 May last year and the completion of the 
Aeropolis Master Plan, which earmarked about 
60% of its total 22,000 acres of land bank for 
airport and aeronautical use, the development 
of this airport city project is gradually taking 
shape.
 
KLIA Aeropolis Sdn Bhd was incorporated 
last year to act as a special purpose vehicle 
to invite participation from local and foreign 
institutional and private investors. Identified as 
one of the four strategic pillars in Malaysia 
Airports Holdings Bhd’s (MAHB) Runway to 
Success 2020 (RtS2020), KLIA Aeropolis is 
focused on three key clusters: Air Cargo & 
Logistics, Aerospace & Aviation as well as 

MICE and Leisure. MICE stands meetings, 
incentives, conventions and exhibition or 
what is now referred to as business events.

MAHB was among the key aerospace 
players that took up an exhibition booth 
at the inaugural Malaysia Aerospace 
Summit 2017 organised by the Ministry 
of International Trade and Industry on 15 
August to promote its KLIA Aeropolis project, 
which is set to be an economic enabler not 
just for Malaysia but also for the Asia Pacific 
region due to its strategic location.

Approved investment in the aerospace 
industry in Malaysia last year was valued 
at RM1.6 billion, according to Malaysia 
Investment Development Authority, which 
hopes to see a number of new investments 

totaling RM1 billion sealed this year that is 
expected to generate some 800 new job 
opportunities. 

Currently, Malaysia is home to over 200 
aerospace companies, thus enabling the 
development of a vibrant supply chain of 
local and international players. The National 
Aerospace Industry Coordinating Office, 
in identifying the emerging dynamics of the 
aerospace industry, anticipates Asia will 
become the largest aerospace market with 
forecast delivery of 16,050 new aircraft. 
It sees this as a main factor for original 
equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to consider 
shifting their production base to Asia Pacific by 
2036.

This will be crucial to the development of 
the KLIA Aeropolis, which is aligned to the 
country’s National Aerospace Blueprint 
2015-2030, Logistic Trade and Facilitation 
Masterplan 2015-2020 and Kuala Lumpur 
Tourism Master Plan 2015-2025. 

MAHB has signed several memorandum 
of understanding (MoUs) with various 
parties of late. One of them is with Invest 
Selangor, where the two will be promoting 
and marketing KLIA Aeropolis as an ASEAN 
aerospace hub given its strategic location in 
the region. 

They will also be working together to support 
the aerospace industry’s future growth with the 
development of a maintenance, repair and 
overhaul (MRO) as well as aircraft conversion 
centre at the Subang Aerospace Park.

MAHB also inked a partnership agreement 
with TCR Solutions Sdn Bhd to offer ground 
support equipment facilities at KLIA, which will 
also serve as TCR International’s Asia Pacific 

headquarters and platform for TCR group’s 
expansion in this region.

Indeed, it will be synergistic for aviation 
businesses such as fixed-base operators, 
MRO companies and OEMs to operate at 
KLIA Aeropolis as it gears itself to increase its 
international footprint to benefit the aviation 
supply chain.

According to the Malaysian Aviation 
Commission’s Waypoint industry report, said 
the local aviation industry contributed an 
average of 0.6% from 2010 to 2015 to the 
economy, which is equivalent to RM5.1 billion 
annually based on data obtained from the 
Department of Statistics. 

With an output multiplier of two times, which 
means for every RM1 of output produced, the 
Malaysian aviation industry generates double 

satellite services while the virtual zone will be 
the platform for e-services.

To be launched by end-2019, this regional 
e-commerce and logistics hub will cater to the 
business-to- consumer and business-to-business 
segments. KLIA Aeropolis stands poised 
to unlock Southeast Asia’s (SEA) dynamic 
e-commerce market which is estimated to 
reach US$8 billion by 2025.

Under KLIA Aeropolis’s MICE & Leisure cluster 
of the project, phase two of the Mitsui Outlet 
Park KLIA Sepang will see the addition of 
another 60 shops and 500 parking lots, thus 
bringing the total to 188 shops and 2,600 
parking lots respectively by 2018. 

Viewed as the diversification of its airport 
business with the development of this airport 
city that offers so many possibilities in terms 
of aerospace, logistics, e-commerce, aviation 
parks combined with world class business and 
leisure activities, KLIA Aeropolis is expected 
to bring in RM7 billions of investment over the 
next 15 to 25 years.

the output for the overall economy. It is the 
28th highest output multiplier among 122 
industries in the country.

Unlocking SEA’s e-commerce market
In the Air Cargo & Logistics cluster, following 
another MOU signed this year between MAHB 
and China’s Alibaba Group’s logistics affiliate, 
Cainiao Network and Lazada, a giant retailer, 
KLIA Aeropolis looks set to be transformed into 
an e-fulfillment hub to facilitate faster clearance 
of imports and exports.

MAHB’s former low cost carrier terminal, which 
was converted at end-2016 to become KLIA 
Air Cargo Terminal 1, will be the site for the 
initial phase of the Digital Free Trade Zone 
(DFTZ). As the world’s first DFTZ outside of 
China that incorporates the electronic world 
trade platform concept, it will have a physical 
zone comprising two hubs for e-fulfillment and 
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SAUDIA Expands Capacity 
for the Holiday Season

For decades since 1945, 
SAUDIA had largely been 
on tempered growth in a 
stable and ordered manner. 
However recently, its growth 
accelerated, including many 
new destinations and breaking 
its own records. SAUDIA does  
it by responding to the  
demand patterns. 

For example, during the peak holiday season 
between July – September, it has added 
seats to popular destinations such as Cairo, 
Geneva, Los Angeles, Manchester and 
Munich. Its international destinations grows 
with the demand, and until mid-September, 
flights to Geneva have expanded to twice 
daily, Manchester and Munich have additional 
two flights a week, taking them up to daily 
services respectively. The Los Angeles Sector 
has additional two flights added, taking it up 
to five-times-weekly service.

The Cairo route, operating from five airports 
in the Kingdom (Abha, Dammam, Riyadh, 
Medinah and Jeddah) received a 30 per 
cent increase in the total number of flights 
compared to the regular scheduled services. 

VP Network and Revenue Management at 
SAUDIA, Engineer Khalid Albassam said, 
“The increase in flights is a direct response 
to heightened summer travel demand, and 
we are pleased to offer our guests additional 
flexibility and convenience during  
the holidays.” 

He continued, “SAUDIA offers seamless 
travel options, with nearly all flights operating 
non-stop from Jeddah and Riyadh to key 
destinations around the world”. 

SAUDIA operates 86 destinations from 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia across four 
continents. The airline recently announced 
it will begin operating flights to Mauritius, a 
renown holiday destination. 

New aircrafts are joining the SAUDIA fleet 
monthly, which allows the carrier to optimize its 
network to offer increased capacity on existing 
routes, and also to introduce new destinations. 
SAUDIA is doing this strategically to make its 
fleet one of the youngest in the world. The 
ongoing fleet investment will bring the airline’s 
average age to 3.75 years by the end of this 
year. 

SAUDIA’s optimism is raised further with the 
lifting of the ban on laptops in cabins of direct 
flights from Saudi Arabia to the United States 
in July. 

At the 2017 Skytrax awards, SAUDIA was 
awarded “World’s Most Improved Airline” of 
the year. The award recognizes the airline’s 

growth and improvement across a number of 
categories, in a single year. 

The frequency of flights from KLIA to Saudi 
Arabia has correspondingly increased in 
consonance with the increase of demand. 
Effectively from 29 October 2017 to January 
2018, SAUDIA will be operating 3 daily 
flights to and from Kuala Lumpur to Jeddah 
and Medinah via Riyadh. That is, there will 
be 2 daily frequencies to Jeddah, and 1 daily 
frequency to Medinah via Riyadh.

In addition, from 24 November to 25 
December 2017, SAUDIA will be mounting 
3 additional flights from KLIA to Medinah, 
making a total of 6 flights daily to cater for the 
extra demand during the Malaysian  
school holidays. 

For more information, 
please call +603 2166 4488
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Malindo Air  
Code Share Flights to Chennai

Although just establised in 
2012, Malindo Air has very 
quickly established itself as 
a regional airline with 43 
destinations. It even won 
the CAPA 2016 Asia Pacific 
Regional Airline of the Year 
Award. 

In tandem with increasing travel demands in 
the Asian region, Malindo Air has recently 
announced code share flight from Kuala 
Lumpur to Chennai, India, which commences 
on the 24 July 2017, available in both 
Business Class and Economy Class seats. 

Economy Class starts from RM 438 and 
Business Class starts from RM 999.  
The promotional fares include perks such as 
baggage allowance, in-flight entertainment 
and in-flight meals. 

OD9114 will depart daily from KLIA at 
6:25am and arrive at Chennai International 
Airport (MAA) at 7:55am. The return flight 
OD9115 will depart on the same day  
from MAA at 8:55am and arrive at KLIA  
at 3:25pm. 

By 30 August, a second frequency will be 
added, making it two daily flights from  
Kuala Lumpur to Chennai. OD9112 will 
depart daily from KLIA at 8:55pm and 
arrive at MAA at 10:20pm. The return flight 
OD9113 will depart on the same day from 
MAA at 11:10pm and arrive at KLIA the  
next day at 5:40am. 

As part of a speech, Chandran Rama Muthy, 
CEO of Malindo Air said Chennai is rich in 
culture and have active travelers for trade  
and leisure. The additional route supports 
Malindo Air’s continuous effort in making KLIA 
a transit hub, by connecting more passengers 
to visit Malaysia.

Chandran added, “We hope to help boost 
the tourism in Malaysia and the cities that are 
connected through our network. Passengers 
from India, for example, can fly to Kuala 
Lumpur and further their journey to Indonesia, 
Australia or even Hong Kong or Taiwan. Our 
network grows rapidly, especially with our 
progressive code share strategies, which aim 
to provide better connectivity in the region.” 

For more information,
please call + 603 7841 5388

New 
Experience 
with 
China 
Airlines
Taiwan’s leading China Airlines, which flies to KL International 
Airport, will be using its new Airbus A350-900 extra wide body 
(XWB) for its CI721 and CI722 daily flights from December until 
end-March 2018.

Its General Manager Robert KC Chin says 
CI721 will depart 8.50am from Taipei to 
arrive at Kuala Lumpur (KL) at 1.30pm while 
CI722 will leave KL at 2.40pm to arrive at 
Taipei at 7.30pm.

For its elite and business class passengers 
flying from KL, they can make use of its 
exclusive Dynasty Lounge sited at the 
mezzanine level on the South Wing  
(C31-37) of the Satellite Building at the KL 
International Airport.

Opens daily from 11am to 2pm, its 
43-seater lounge provides amenities that 
include free WIFI, washroom facilities 
(without shower), a room with two 
computers, a food and beverage bar that 
include beers as well as magazines and 
newspapers.

Besides its afternoon departure, Chin says its 
other departure from KL is in the morning at 
7.30am from Monday to Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday.

These direct departures from KL will continue 
to use its Boeing B737-800 aircraft and 
arrive in Taiwan’s Taoyuan via Taipei Airport 
at 12.20 pm. It will depart from Taipei at 
6.40pm to arrive in KL at 11.20pm.

By arriving early in Taoyuan where the 
branded outlets are located and departing 
only much later for KL, Chin believes this will 
give its passengers more time to shop. 

China Airlines operates in total 12 weekly 
flights between KL and Taipei.

Meanwhile, the airline has also announced 
four flights a week from Taipei to Gatwick 
Airport in London come 1 December, thus 
making it the only airline in Taiwan to offer 
non-stop flights to Europe’s largest city and 
capital of the UK.

Travelers will be able to save from between 
three and seven hours on transit or stop-over 
time with this new 13-hour Taipei-London 
route CI069/CI070 departing on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. China 
Airlines will be using its new A350-900 
XWB aircraft to offer 32 Premium Business 
Class, 31 Premium Economy Class and 243 
Economy Class seats. 
 
For more information,
please call +603 2142 7344
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Air Mauritius is a highly 
regarded regional airline, which 
has a strong presence around 
the Indian Ocean. The airline 
grows steadily, continually 
making improvements to its 
services, including adding the 
latest planes to its fleet. It flies 
to several destinations in Asia 
and Kuala Lumpur is one of its 
main destinations, where it has 
been flying to since 1988.   

This year on the 8th of July, it was honored 
with two distinctions at the 2017 edition of 
the World Travel Awards – Indian Ocean. 
The airline’s premium lounge at the Amédée 
Maingard Lounge at Mauritius International 
Airport was awarded the Indian Ocean 
Leading Airport Lounge. Air Mauritius also won 
the Indian Ocean Leading Airline - Economy 
Class. 

This four star status places Air Mauritius in 
among the world’s best 40 Airlines. Air 
Mauritius has consistently been ranked among 

Meal times are the major events for most passengers on long-
haul flights. Finnair now showcases its food culture with serious 
intent to make its long-haul flights a gastronomic delight in 
conjunction with Finland’s centennial anniversary celebration 
between 4 October 2017 and 9 January 2018. This is done in 
collaboration with the ELO Foundation, an association dedicated 
to the promotion of Finnish food culture.

Air Mauritius in Winning Ways

Finnair’s
Gastronomic Delights

the leading airlines in the region for the past 
12 years. The airline is constantly striving 
to improve their products and services and 
as from the end of this year they will be 
offering significantly improved products to the 
customers with the introduction of two new 
Airbus A350-900s followed by two Airbus 
A330 Neo in 2018 and two Airbus A350-
900s in 2019. 

The existing aircrafts will also be upgraded 
with new features similar to those on the new 

aircraft with new seats including full flat seats 
in business class, a new inflight entertainment 
system and on-board Wi-Fi.

Flights to Mauritius from KLIA will be increased 
to 4 times a week in December to add 
more connectivity with this incredible Island 
Paradise.

For more information, 
please call +603 – 2142 9161

Business class passengers leaving Helsinki 
on long-haul flights will experience delicacies 
such as Baltic herring, a Karelian stew and a 
cep mushroom soup flavoured with cured elk. 
Coversely, business class passengers on long-

haul flights to Helsinki will be served pickled 
salmon, rainbow trout and a Karelian stew. 

For economy class passengers, Finnair 
has partnered the ELO Foundation and the 

Cygnaeus elementary school to create meals 
promoting Finland’s healthy and tasty school 
meals based on traditional Finnish favourites 
such as potatoes and meatballs as well as 
macaroni and meat casserole.

Finnair will also offer rye bread and Karelian 
pies on long-haul flights. Both items were in the 
top 3 when nearly 50,000 Finns voted in a 
public call to find Finland’s national food as a 
tribute to the country’s centennial anniversary.

In Malaysia, Finnair is currently represented 
by their official GSA, Worldwide Aviation 
agencies. 

For more information, 
please call +603 – 2145 1155

Asia’s first airline is also one 
of Asia’s most resilient having 
bounced back from a series 
of challenges since the late 
1990s, and succeeded in its 
reinstatement to category 
one rating last April 2014. 
Philippine Airlines maintained 
then that it would improve 
its overall performance and, 
assisted by a new generation 
of fuel-efficient aircraft, 
propel it towards sustainable 
profitability.

Earlier this year, Philippine Airlines made a 
comeback to KLIA as part of its programme 
to reinstate service to its old destinations. This 
move corresponds wth KLIA and klia2 own 
significant growth in recent years. 

The well-being of Philippine Airlines augurs 
well for the air travel industry as a whole and 
for KLIA, additional passenger traffic. 

Despite the earlier challenges, an aspect that 
has been consistent about the airline is the 
attention to service, with the natural warmth of 
its crew and staff coming across naturally. 

Re-energised 
Philippine Airlines
Excels in Service

Therefore it is not a surprise that in July this 
year, Philippine Airlines has been voted as 
the Fourth Best Airline Worldwide for Cabin 
Service by SmartTravelAsia.com. Equally, it 
would not be a surprise of Philippine Airlines 
were to better this award in the coming years. 

It continues to innovate in its service to the 
passengers. The airline says that savvy travelers 
can now choose a flight experience that best 
suits their needs – whether flying Business, 
Premium Economy or Economy Class. 

The Company introduced their tri-class service 
market – the newly reconfigured A330s, 
equipped with world class amenities and 
the latest inflight entertainment system. It is 
available in selected flights to Honolulu since 
last June, Melbourne and Shanghai last July, 
Sydney this August, Hong Kong in September, 
Narita in October, and Haneda and Osaka in 
November.

For more information, 
please call +603 – 2141 0767 
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KLM’s 
Mobile Service 
for Schiphol Airport Map

KLM has a long history with 
Malaysian travelers, and is 
a familiar name. Next year 
marks its 60th year of operation 
in Malaysia as KLM first landed 
in Sungai Besi Airport in 1958, 
when Kuala Lumpur was still 
just a town. The travel industry 
has moved exponentially since 
then. Modern airports bear 
little resemblance to the old 
nostalgic ones, just as KLIA 
far supersede the old Kuala 
Lumpur airports. The modern 
airports are like cities and 
navigational aides are useful 
devices to navigate and make 
the best use of modern airport 
facilities. 

Although KLM is one of the oldest airlines in 
the world, it is at the forefront of investing in 
technology for the convenience of passengers. 
For example, a decade ago, it led the 
industry with internet check-in and e-ticketing, 
which is now common place. Also a decade 
ago, it pioneered social media services and 
campaigns among the airlines, and today it 
has 25 million fans and followers on various 
social media. 

In July, KLM launched the Schiphol Airport 
Map, which helps passengers find their way 
around Amsterdam Schiphol Airport. This 
new service is accessible via the KLM app 
(iOS) and via KLM on Messenger, Twitter and 
WeChat. As many KLM passengers transfer 
from one flight to another at Schiphol, the 
Airport Map is a convenient user-friendly 
service to help them find their way. 

The Schiphol Airport Map consists of a 
floor plan featuring all the different gates. 
KLM facilities are also marked on the map, 
including check-in desks, lounges, kiosks and 
transfer desks. Passengers will also find general 
Schiphol facilities on the map, including toilets, 
shops, workspaces and meditation areas. 

A dot is used to mark the passenger’s location 
on the floor plan, making it easy for them to 
judge how far they are from their destinations 
at the airport. The dot is only visible to the 
app user and is not shared via social media, 
ensuring security. 

Pieter Groeneveld, Senior Vice President 
Digital Air France-KLM, said, “The Schiphol 
Airport Map extends a helping hand to KLM 
passengers during their trip. By making this 
service available via the KLM app and via 
social media, we add a new dimension to 
our digital strategy. KLM wants to be where 
its customers are. The service is currently only 
intended for passengers traveling via Schiphol, 
but other airports will soon be added”

For more information,  
please call +603 – 7712 4555

Journeying with
South African Airways 

South African Airways (SAA) 
has been named “Favourite 
Airline in Africa” for the third 
consecutive year at the annual 
Trazee Awards hosted by 
Global Traveler during the 
2017 Global Business Travel 
Association convention on  
18 July 2017.

Global Traveler’s parent company, FX 
Express Publications, Inc. is the publisher of 
Trazee Travel, an interactive web publication 
created for travellers aged 18 to 35. Its 
nominations were collected from contributors 
and via an online ballot completed by their 
subscribed readers where the final winners 
will be selected.

As a Star Alliance member, SAA also 
clinched the ‘Best Airline Staff in Africa’ 
award for the fourth time at the recent World 
Airline Awards 2017 by the international 
air transport rating organisation, Skytrax 
Research of London.

The award-winning SAA also maintained its 
top spot this year as the Coolest Domestic 
Airlines for the eighth time at the Sunday 
Times Generation Next Awards based on 
a youth survey polled from nearly 12,000 
youths aged between eight and 23 years 
across the urban and peri-urban parts of 
South Africa.

Serviced by a 57-aircraft fleet that includes 
Airbus’ new A340-600, A340-300E and 
A319, it offers the biggest route network 
in Africa flying to 56 destinations. The 
beleaguered airline works in partnership 
with SA Express, SA Airlink and its low-cost 
carrier Mango. It transports 6.7 million 

passengers and more than 100,000 tonnes 
of cargo yearly.

According to Cherry Lee, Executive Director 
of Pacific World Travel Sdn Bhd, SAA’s 
General Sales Agent in Malaysia, “We 
work with other airline partners where 
travellers from Kuala Lumpur can fly to South 
Africa via SAA’s Asian gateway Hong Kong 
and from there, they can make connections 
to most of its domestic routes and South 
America.”

For more information, 
please call +603 2141 7456
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Malaysia Airlines Berhad (MAB) 
proudly pledged its support 
for the ‘Negaraku’ initiative, a 
nationwide drive to strengthen 
unity and patriotism.

The national flag carrier will be painting a 
special ‘Negaraku’ livery on its Boeing 737-
800 aircrafts, and on its much-anticipated  
Airbus 350 planes,which are expected to be 
in service at the end of 2017. 

The unveiling of the new livery was officiated 
by the Prime Minister of Malaysia, YAB Dato’ 
Sri Mohd Najib Bin Tun Abdul Razak, during 
an in-house Hari Raya gathering within the 
Malaysia Aviation Group (MAG).

Transport Minister, Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai 
and MAG Chairman, Tan Sri Md. Nor Md 
Yusof were also present at the event.

“The Negaraku livery embraces the spirit of 
nationalism, carrying with it the essence of the 
unique Malaysian values across the world. It is 
also an important symbol of the good progress 
seen in the turnaround plan, as the national 
flag carrier rebuilds itself, whilst flying the flag 
across the skies as it works to become the 
pride of the nation again,” said Tan Sri Md. 
Nor Yusof.

MALAYSIA 
IS FLYING HIGH!

MAB is also integrating the ‘Negaraku’ spirit 
on ground as well as online. In addition to 
showcasing its ‘Negaraku’ aircraft livery, MAB 
will be highlighting the ‘Negaraku’ initiative 
in its in-flight magazine ‘Going Places’, and 
with specially developed content for its in-flight 
entertainment.

“We are proud and excited that Malaysia 
Airlines is able to play a role in spurring 
patriotism. The initiative speaks volumes for the 
pride and love Malaysians have for each other 
and their wonderful nation,” said Peter Bellew, 
Chief Executive Officer of MAB. 

He added, “As the national carrier, we proudly 
bear the Negaraku logo on behalf of each 
and every Malaysian whose flag we represent 
worldwide.”

With Malaysia Airlines hot on its comeback 
trail -- it has achieved the highest load factor of 
any full service carrier in the world in the month 
of December 2016 -- the nation has so much 
more to be proud of.

For more information, please visit: 
www.malaysiaairlines.com.

Bhutan has only one 
international airport, Paro,  
and one of the airlines that 
flies to Paro is Drukair – Royal 
Bhutan Airlines. The landlocked 
self-reliant kingdom at the roof 
of the world is in need of very 
little from the outside world, 
and that enables the country 
to retain its prestine beauty. 
It is one of most fascination 
countries to visit, as it is so 
different from anywhere else.

Imagine a country that measures success by 
its gross national happiness, and its largest 
export is hydroelectric power. It has net zero 
greenhouse gas emission and the country is 
a carbon sink, absorbing millions of tons of 
carbon dioxide each year with its vast forests. 
It also has the highest unclimbed mountain in 
the world. 

The flight into Paro is a unique spectacle as 
can be imagined, flying across the Himalayan 
Range from any direction is a mesmerising 
aeronautical treat, as the aircraft descends 

over mountains and foothills. The dragon, 
‘druk’ symbol pervades in the country, which 
is found in its national flag, so Drukair simply 
means ‘dragon-air’.

Drukair – Royal Bhutan Airlines will operate 
adhoc chartered flights from August until 
December 2017 into klia2.

For more information,  
please visit www.drukair.com.bt

The eventful Turkmenistan 
landscape and rich culture 
are reasons for the growth of 
tourism in the country. With the 
coming 2017 V Asian Indoor 
and Martial Arts Games from 
17 to 27 September 2017 there 
is even more reason to visit the 
country. The games will include 
competition in chess, futsal, 
tennis, bowling, cycling track, 
25m swimming, basketball 
3/3, belt wrestling, wrestling, 
billiard, equestrian, as well as a 
comprehensive range of martial 
arts. 64 countries are already 
involved in the games.

Drukair
Takes You to Bhutan

Turkmenistan
Tourism Opportunities

Recently in Kuala Lumpur, Ambassador of 
Turkmenistan to Malaysia His Excellency 
Yazkuli Mammedov shared his thought on why 
Turkmenistan is such a unique destination.

“It’s important to note that our country has 
been at the crossroads of civilizations for 
centuries. In medieval times, oldest city Merv 
was one of the great cities of the Islamic world 
and an important stop on the Silk Road, a 
caravan route used for trade with China until 
the mid-15th century. For the last 25 years, 

Turkmenistan’s tourism industry has been 
growing rapidly, along with ancient tourism 
sites, thanks to the efforts of the Turkmen Leader 
H.E. Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov.”

Turkmenistan Airlines, the national carrier for 
Turkmenistan, has had a market-presence here 
in Malaysia and currently represented by Sky 
Aviation as their General Sales Agent (GSA).

For more information, 
please call 03 – 8787 3020
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Awards for 5-Star
EVA Air

Known for its impeccable 
service, EVA Air is a popular 
option for passengers to get 
to North America from KLIA 
with just a stop-over at Taipei. 
The airline also flies to other 
parts of Asia, Oceania and 
Europe. This privately owned 
Taiwanese airline takes its 
business seriously, centering 
around passengers’ comfort 
and safety, making it just 
one of nine 5-Star airlines 
worldwide. Started in 1989, it 
now operates a fleet close to 
70 Boeing and Airbus, flying 
60 international destinations. 

At the SKYTRAX World Airline Awards 2017, 
EVA Air was accorded the World’s Top 10 
Airlines, Best Airline Cabin Cleanliness and 
Best Business Class Comfort Amnenities. In 
his award statement, SKYTRAX CEO, Edward 
Plaisted said, “No airline can overlook the 
importance of inflight cabin cleanliness and 
cabin maintenance checks that this is second 
time in 3-years that the airline has been 
voted by passengers as the World’s Cleanest 
Airline”.

Committed to continuous improvements, EVA 
Air has steadily updated, upgraded and 
improved service and products over time, 
including having recently installed easy-to-read 
electronic maps in airports and introduced 
turn-down service for its Royal Laurel Class 
passengers on long-haul flights.

Commenting on the recent awards, EVA 
Air President, Derek Chen said, “When we 
received the 5-Star Award last year, we made 

a commitment that EVA will not stop improving 
and innovating and will continue to upgrade 
this honor. This year, SKYTRAX again awarded 
us 5-Stars. This demonstrates the consistency of 
our top-notch service… I’m grateful to our EVA 
staff. Thank you for always doing your best to 
serve customer. It is a great honor to receive 
support and recognition from passengers 
around the globe. EVA will never lose sight of 
our goal to be the very best. We hope every 
journey with EVA is one of pure relaxation and 
delight for every passenger”.

Other than the mentioned accolades, EVA 
Air is ranked no. 6 among the World’s Top 
10 Airlines, as well as no. 2 in World’s Best 
Airport Services, no. 3 in World’s Best Cabin 
Staff, no. 4 in the Best Airline in Asia and 
several more accolades. Eva Air currently flies 
seven times a week from KLIA to Taipei. 

For more information, 
please call +603 – 2162 2981
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Oman Air
and Malaysia 
Airlines 
Enhance 
Connectivity

Code-share partnership among 
airlines have been gaining 
traction as airlines seek to 
expand their routes in an 
effective way. In layman’s 
terms, code-share is an 
aviation business arrangement 
where two or more airlines 
share the same flight. Sharing 
in this sense, means that 
each airline adopts a partner 
airline’s route as its own, 
publishes and markets the 
flight under its own airline 
designator and flight number 
as part of its published 
timetable or schedule. 

This way, the airlines expand their routes to 
their customers and enhance connectivity by 
providing service to destinations not normally 
in their route structure. 

By entering a codeshare partnership, Oman 
Air and Malaysia Airlines have opened 
up more international destinations to their 
customers.

Oman Air passengers who currently enjoy 
direct flights to Kuala Lumpur will now be 
connected to more destinations in Malaysia, 
China and Australia. The new destinations 
now open for Oman Air guests are Singapore, 
Hanoi, Hong Kong, Darwin, Melbourne, 
Auckland, Phuket, Langkawi, Penang, Kota 
Bharu, Johor Bharu, Kuantan and Miri. 
Additionally, the existing destinations of Oman 
Air, namely, Jakarta and Guangzhou will also 
be connected through this code share. 

Malaysia Airlines passengers will also enjoy 
a non-stop, direct flights from Kuala Lumpur to 
Muscat.

Oman Air’s Deputy CEO & Chief Commercial 
Officer Abdulrahman Al Busaidy said, “We 
are happy with this remarkable code-share 
agreement which offers guests of Oman 
Air a greater choice of destinations. Apart 
from Oman Air guests benefiting from the 
added destinations through this code-share, 
it will also present them the opportunity to 
experience the exemplary services of Malaysia 
Airlines. We are equally sure this opportunity 
will be welcomed by the discerning guests 
of Malaysia Airlines; encouraging them 
to experience the unparalleled services of 
Oman Air and visit Oman and other unique 
destinations in Oman Air’s network”.

Oman Air have recently been named the 
‘Best Airline Staff Service in the Middle East’ 
at the Skytrax World Airline Awards 2017. 
Oman Air offers 14 weekly flights between 
Muscat and Kuala Lumpur, operating the 
airline’s state-of-the-art Airbus A330-200 
aircraft. 

For more information, 
please call +603 – 2145 6123 
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Seamless Freedom  
with the

The ideal travel pass for travelers looking for 
freedom of seamless travel in the Klang Valley 
was launched on 14 August by Express Rail 
Link Sdn Bhd (ERL) and Prasarana Malaysia 
Bhd. The KL TravelPass includes the option of 
single or return ride to KLIA at two different 
prices – either RM70 or, RM115. The prices 
include 2 days of seamless, unlimited travel to 
any part of the Klang Valley using either the 
LRT, MRT or KL Monorail lines. 

The narrative includes the remaining eight 
packages of the 2,239km Pan-Borneo 
Highway which were awarded in December 
last year. In the same month a bilateral 
agreement for the 350 km high-speed rail 
linking Singapore and Kuala Lumpur was 
signed. Then, in August this year, the 668km 
East Coast Rail Link between Port Klang and 
the northern edge of Kelantan was announced.

Whereas connectivity in the air through various 
airports in Malaysia lies mainly in the purview 
of Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad. 

Holistic, seamless travel equates with unfettered 
connection between air and land, and the KL 
TravelPass exemplifies the passage by which 
this can happen. 

There is also the expectation when a visitor 
arrives at a developed destination, where 
he or she wants to be linked to the final 
destination through manners of transportation 
that are convenient and familiar. KLIA and 
klia2 are now connected directly via KLIA 
Ekspres to KL Sentral, the main transportation 
hub in Kuala Lumpur which then connects 
travelers by rail to other parts of the peninsula.

These new connections will make KLIA and 
klia2 even more important, like the gateway  
to Malaysia. The aeropolis that KLIA will 
become is already taking place in the near 
future. 

The KL TravelPass encapsulates the holistic 
manner in which the government had planned 
connectivity not just in the Klang Valley but 
the nation as the whole, as part of the new 
national travel narrative. 

The KL TravelPass is also inevitable of the 
future. The convenience that it provides is 
something that is expected in a developed 
country. The successful of the recently 
completed Sg. Buloh - Kajang MRT line in 
July is a major step in the connectivity  
narrative and the KL TravelPass is timely 
introduced as it allows visitors and locals 
to take advantage of the impressive air-rail 
connections that are now available in the 
Klang Valley.

A view of the Greater Kuala Lumpur Rail Transit 
Map which accompanies the issuance of 
the KL TravelPass is reminiscent of the London 
underground and rail map, which speaks 
volumes of what Malaysia has achieved in 
recent years as far as travel infrastructure is 
concerned.
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01
FLIGHT INFORMATION DISPLAY
As you feel your fatigue melt away, you can 
keep an eye on the latest flight information to 
ensure that your travel plans are not interrupted 
by flight delays.

Comfort and Convenience  
at Sama-Sama Express

Highlights of Sama-Sama Express

The Sama-Sama Express located at KL 
International Airport is created to welcome 
weary travellers on a layover between 
flights with warm smiles and every amenity 
imaginable. 

Designed to pamper its guests, Sama-Sama 
Express is a masterpiece of intelligent planning, 
understated elegance and modern technologies.

Venture into its comforting embrace and emerge 
refreshed and rejuvenated for the next phase of 
your journey...

02
SHOWER
Wash away the stress of long-distance travel 
with a hot shower and spruce up for the 
adventure ahead.

03
ROOM
Grab some shut eye while waiting for your 
connecting flight. Sweet dreams... The rooms 
range from 18 to 40 sqm in size, and every 
room features in-room coffee and tea facilities, 
satellite TV channels, LCD TV, an IDD telephone 
and an in-room safe. Wireless internet access 
is provided for guests in their rooms or as they 
roam around the hotel premise.

05
SHOPPING
Whip out your cash or credit card to embark 
on a shopping safari at the duty-free stores that 
await your patronage.

06
BUGGY SERVICE
Be chauffeured to the Transfer Service Counter, 
or to duty-free stores as you explore the airport.

04
FOOD
Titillate your tastebuds with the delicious food 
that is served at the lounge along with your 
choice of hot or cold beverages.

07
MEETING FACILITIES 
Every moment counts in business and you can 
utilise a full spectrum of meeting amenities to 
conduct your urgent business affairs.

08
COMPUTER SERVICE 
Free use of our computers and internet at  
the lobby.

09
MEDICAL AID
Receive immediate medical attention at the 
well-equipped Medical Centre that is sited  
next to the hotel.

SAMA-SAMA EXPRESS klia2
is strategically sited within klia2. It offers 
travellers all the comforts of home right  
in the heart of the airport. Weary travellers 
who are in transit can check-in during 
the wee hours of the night. They can rest 
up for a while or spend the night in our 
comfortable standard of superior rooms, 
which offer fitted bathrooms and shower 
facilities.  

Thanks to the insights that it has gained from 
operating the Sama-Sama Hotel at the KLIA, 
Sama-Sama Express Klia2’s management 
team is familiar with the specific needs 
of long-haul travellers. Every possible 
requirement is catered for without having 
to check out of the airport. This is extremely 
convenient for travellers who do not possess 
a visa to enter Malaysia.

Travellers who have a valid visa to check-
out of KLIA have the options of staying at 
the Sama-Sama Hotel, which is located 
within walking distance of the Immigration 
Check-Out Point. Buggy as well as check-in 
valet services can be arranged for your 
convenience.

74 75

  AIRPORT SHOPPING AIRPORT SHOPPING



All About Shopping with DR Group

From the opening of its first 
retail chocolate outlet at 
Subang Airport in 1984 to 
opening a Porsche Design 
Outlet at Mitsui Outlet Park 
KLIA Sepang, DR Group has 
come a long way in forging 
a partnership with Malaysia 
Airports Holdings Berhad.

DR Group founder Dato’ Dahlan Rashid 
may have started with chocolates but he did 
not stop there. After 3 decades, the group’s 
airport retail business includes perfumes and 
cosmetics (“P&C”), fashion and accessories 
and gifts and souvenirs. It has secured a 
wide range of retail concessions at most 
international airports and outlet malls.

DR Group also has two chocolate factories 
in the Klang Valley and a Chocolate 
Museum in Kota Damansara, Selangor.

But it had not exactly been a walk in the 
park and Dato’ Dahlan adds: “Being a 
pioneer in any industry comes with its 
own sets of challenges. The new venture 
required constant nurturing and a hands-on 
approach, so I resigned from Pernas-Sime 
Darby.”

Dato’ Dahlan said he was never afraid of 
unfamiliar territories as he knew he had the 
support needed from relevant organisations 
such as the Commercial Division of 
Malaysia Airports 

He held regular meetings with Malaysia 
Airports which allowed him “to introduce 
fresh and new ideas to enhance the airport 
retail landscape”. He attended tax-free 
conferences in Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Montreux (Switzerland), Nice and Cannes 
(France) since mid-1980s, to network and to 
keep up with the latest development in the 
duty-free industry

 “Working closely with Malaysia Airports 
has given us the opportunity to network 
with reputable principals and international 
retail players, acquire more quality brands, 
offer better product range and improve 
shop display and presentation. Our humble 
beginnings have blossomed from a duckling 
into a beautiful swan,” he said.  

 “In 1980s and 1990s, Malaysia Airports’ 
tactical campaign in marketing Subang 
International Airport and KLIA as a shopping 
destination in this region has also been 
instrumental to the growth of duty-free sales in 
the past 25 years.”

DR Group invests heavily in all its airport 
retail outlets as Dato’ Dahlan believes this 
will contribute to the overall total airport 
experience for air travellers.

Meanwhile, Shiseido Travel Retail has set 
up a NARS standalone boutique at KLIA, in 
partnership with Colours & Fragrances, a 
member firm of DR Group. Located in the 
Satellite Building, it is exclusive to Colours 

& Fragrances and the first NARS boutique 
in Malaysia travel retail scene.  One of the 
new concepts in the boutique is the High 
Five Tower, showcasing its five most popular 
products such as concealer, foundation, 
lipstick, cheeks and eyes. There’s also a 
make-up station offering travellers a full 
beauty makeover by NARS’ expert makeup 
artist. 

In 2016, Dahlan won the Chairman’s 
Award (KLIA Awards 2016) and Colours 
& Fragrances clinched the Champions 
Award for P&C at the Malaysia Airports’ 
Concessionaires Conference 2016 
Champions Award. “These awards are 
a great recognition for us and keeps the 
motivation running high,” he added. 

Today, DR Group is a confectionery 
manufacturer, property developer and duty-
free mall operator. Its Jetty Point shopping 
mall in Langkawi has over 2.1 million 

visitors annually. It recently submitted plans 
to develop Tioman Gateway in Kg Tekek, 
Tioman Island which, Dato’ Dahlan said will 
be a long-term investment of RM21 million. 
“Tioman will benefit from the increased tourist 
activities ultimately,” said Dato’ Dahlan. 

For chocolate enthusiast, they will be able 
to taste the well-balanced and fine structure 
of Belgian Seashells chocolate range from 
August 16, 2017 to September 15, 2017.” 
To make it even more irresistible, our Satellite 
outlet in KLIA will have a promotion of “Buy 3 
Get 1 For Free” during this period only. 
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Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang 
was launched on 29 July 
2015. It was an instant hit 
and its popularity has grown 
immensely in just 2 years.
 
The secret of Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang’s 
success is the fact that it is the only factory 
outlet shopping mall in the Klang Valley. 
Shoppers from all over converge at the outlet 
mall to browse international brands like Bally, 
Polo Ralph Lauren, Versace, Brooks Brothers, 
Outlet by Club 21, Sacoor Brothers, Tommy 
Hilfiger, DVF, Bosnia, Guess, Swarovski, Pepe 
Jeans, Cole Haan, Noritake, Trudy & Teddy, 
Pierre Cardin and much more.
 

Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang Celebrates 
Its 2nd Anniversary In Style!

Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang threw a 
sensational birthday bash to mark its 2nd 
anniversary. Themed as ‘Amazing Two 
Anniversary Sale’, the festivities included 
mall-wide discounts of up to 90% from 22 
July until 31 August 2017.

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

On every weekend during the promotion 
period, Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang 
delighted the young and the old with family-
oriented activities. And shoppers with a 
minimum spend of RM500 and above in a 
maximum of 2 receipts during the weekends 
of the month of August 2017 were entitled 
to redeem a limited edition novelty gift. 
Amongst the novelty gifts were tumblers, 
umbrellas and lunch boxes. 

With any amount spent at the Mitsui Outlet 
Park KLIA Sepang, children were able 
to participate in an exclusive Japanese 
Traditional Art and Craft Workshop. 
Even sweet treats were up for grabs! 
The Japanese Traditional Art and Craft 

Workshop included origami classes that 
sparked artistry and creativity. During the 
bamboo and paper handicraft workshop 
sessions, children learned to create the 
Bamboo Flute, Paper Windwill and 
Gari Gari Propeller. The children also 
experienced Shodo, which is Japanese 
calligraphy, 
 at the workshop.

The Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang is 
managed by MFMA Development Sdn.
Bhd. and its Deputy Managing Director, TJ 
Cheah, said, “We would like to take this 
opportunity to express our appreciation to 
our patrons by way of according rewards 
as well as additional discounts of up to 
90%, which translates to more savings 
and added value for them. The Amazing 
Two Anniversary Sale dovetails with the 
1Malaysia Mega Sale Shopping Carnival 
2017. The retail offerings with extra special 
discounts, delectable cuisines, services and 
facilities; all have been designed to create 
a destination of choice for our patrons to 
shop, dine and unwind.” 

Durian Chocolate Delight  
at KLIA & klia2

The thought of mixing durian 
with chocolate, at first 
impression is most unusual, if 
not surprising – it would have 
at least raised an eyebrow 
or two. Whoever would have 
thought someone would 
actually do something like this 
and then commercialise it?

Eye-brows are raised because chocolate 
ingredient has been promoted as exquisite, 
delicate and exotic with a rich satisfying taste; 
whereas durians are purported to have a 
lingering stench that is hard to get rid of. Some 
of the grander hotels make it public that they 
ban durians in the premises. However, durians 
have a large die-hard following in South-east 
Asia that is recently spreading to China.

Durian chocolate as a candy is gathering quite 
a following lately, first spotted in Singapore just 
a few years ago and now Malaysia has its 
own brand, ‘Dureeca’. The brand is available 
at KLIA and klia2 and sold with elegant 
packaging. 

Why the growing following? As the saying 
goes, ‘the proof in the pudding’, and in 
this case, the answer is in actually tasting 
the ‘Dureeca’ durian-chocolate. It carries 
the mildly sweet, almondy, creamy taste of 
durian together with the familiar effervescent 

aroma. The durian cream is coated with dark 
chocolate, so when a bite is taken, the two 
opposite ingredients mix together to give a 
mild, slightly unusual taste – which is exactly 
what it is – chocolate with durian filling. It is 
not at all bad – it could be said that it is rather 
good.

The product is put together with finnese, 
so it would make a great gift and a great 
introduction to what durian tastes like, 
tempered by the taste of dark chocolate. 

The company which produced ‘Dureeca’ is 
Asia Food Retailer Sdn Bhd, a Malaysian 
company founded in 2011. The company 
prides itself as a F & B innovator imbued with 
quality. It exports to other Asian countries 
including Singapore, Macau, Hong Kong 
 and China.
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Interview with Zainol Mohd Isa,  
Senior General Manager, Malaysia Airports (Sepang)

WHEN AMBITION 
TAKES FLIGHTFor the last 36 years, Malaysia Airports Senior 

General Manager Tuan Haji Zainol Mohd Isa, 
has lived his dream career.

Picture this. 1975. On a school field trip, a 
young boy of 15 and his classmates were 
being shown all around the-then Subang 
International Airport. They even went inside the 
control tower. 
 
He was awed by everything he was seeing. 
There and then, he had made up his mind that 
he would work at the airport when he grew 
up. 

For Tuan Haji Zainol Mohd Isa, 57, his 
ambition has come true, in more ways than 
one. Even after 36 years on the job, airports 
continue to fascinate him. “The job means long 
hours but that’s fine. Often, I will take a break 
and watch the planes land or take off. That is 
part of what drives me,” he says. 

Tuan Haji Zainol is a man with two “families” 
and every year, for the last three years, both 
his families get together and have a wonderful 
time. His wife, daughters and sons-in-law join 
him during the first day of Hari Raya Aidilfitri’s 
celebrations at KLIA. “Yes, I consider the airport 
staff members as my family,” he says, beaming 
with pride. “After all, I spend so much of my 
time working with them.”

The head of KLIA/klia2 always has a quick, 
jovial smile for everyone he meets. Perhaps this 
is because he’s been living his dream.

After he graduated with an Electrical 
Engineering (Power) Degree from Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia, he obtained a 
Postgraduate Corporate Diploma in Airport 
Engineering from Universiti Teknologi MARA 
under the Malaysia Airports Corporate 
Development Programme (MACDP). He is 
a certified International Airport Professional 
(IAP) and a Member of the Institute of Value 
Management Malaysia (IVMM).

His first job was with the Public Works 
Department (JKR) while a friend (a lady) got 
a job with the airport which, unfortunately, 
was looking for a man to fill the position. So 
he found himself at the Department of Civil 
Aviation (DCA) in 1981. He later joined 
MAHB in 1992.

He shares with us more about his experiences:

You have seen KLIA grow right from the start. How does it feel 
to know the “baby” is now entering its 20th year? 
Like humans, when the “baby” reaches “puberty”, it needs more work. It 
requires some sort of transformation, a change of style. It needs to grow in a 
fashionable way as it transforms to adulthood. So we have Runway To Success 
2020 (follow-up to the Malaysia Airports Runway To Success 
2010-2014) to chart our business direction till 2020.

 You are an engineer. Does this 
give you an advantage in your  
job as head of an airport?
 Yes and No. Yes, because engineers 
think differently. It’s all fundamental.  
No, because it’s not always black 
and white when managing an 
airport. It includes relationships 
and requires a broader perspective 
of things. I was an auditor and this 
advantage is what helps me 
understand airports better.

 For day-to-day operations, we 
need the eyes of a bee and a 
fly. The bee is so that we can 
appreciate the beauty of the 
airport and the fly is to look for 
the dirt. I believe cleanliness 
is holiness. It’s important. 
But while we provide the 
facilities, sadly, not all 
passengers make proper use 
of them.

 What keep you 
going? Is it the 
people, the 
environment or the 
challenges? 
 All of the above. The 
people because 
they’re alive and so 
they bring challenges 
which then creates 
the environment. 

 What are your biggest challenges? 
I understand you also handle 
Aviation Security, Airport Fire 
Rescue Services, and several other 
important divisions in KLIA. How 
do you find the time to handle so 
much in a day? 
 I’m good at compartmentalising. I set 
priorities and I believe in empowering the 
staff. I have over 40 Whatsapp groups and 
this helps me manage time. Technology is a 
wonderful thing and enables me to plan. 

 I tell my staff that they don’t have to answer 
any message sent after 10pm (laughs) but 
if it’s a phone call, they’d better answer 
because that means it’s very urgent. 

 Since you also look after klia2, can 
you elaborate on the differences 
between the 2 airports? Which 
one is easier to handle, in terms of 
operations and management? 
Actually, it’s just 1 airport but 2 terminals. 
Handling is basically the same. The slight 
difference is that klia2 is newer, so things like 
baggage handling and other systems such as 
energy-saving aspects are improved. We are 
retrofitting KLIA but this takes time. 
 
 Some of your achievements include 
Langkawi International Airport 
being named Asia Pacific’s Best 
Airport in its category for 2013 and 
2014 as well as turning around 
some non-profitable airports. Tell 
us more.
 It’s really due to the hard work of the 
Langkawi Airport staff and transformation 
management. To be the best, we need to 
change mindsets to that of an entrepreneur. 
We have to identify the business part and to 
create opportunities that will allow profitable 
ventures.

What is your vision of an ideal 
airport? Is this scenario possible at 
KLIA and klia2? 
An ideal airport is one that’s seamless with a 
happy environment… one where help and 
facilities are readily available… there’s no 
rushing around,  
no hassles. 

How do you relax? 
I spend a lot of time at the airport but I try 
to go home and spend time with the family 
whenever possible. I love to travel with my 
family. I used to play tennis but now, I just 
jog or take brisk walks with my wife.

Do you leave your problems once 
you reach home? 
 I have blocks. When I stop, I stop. 

 Tell us a bit about your family. 
How many children do you have? 
Do they feel the airport has robbed 
them of quality time they would 
otherwise spend with you? 
 My family is very understanding. I have four 
daughters, two sons-in-law and a grandson.

 Any advice for young people 
who want a career in airport 
management?
 An airport career can take you far, not only 
in Malaysia but abroad too. We have staff 
members in Istanbul and Doha for instance. 
And then there are those who leave and 
work for airports in other countries. You must 
be prepared to understand all aspects of the 
airport “anatomy” such as regulations and 
security. Continue to accept challenges and 
different assignments as well as learn from 
the community. 

We have 4,000 MAHB personnel but 
the entire airport community numbers over 
30,000. People are important and they must 
complement each other for an airport to work. 
For customer experience management, we 
are training people dedicated to identifying 
passengers in need of help.

 Passion also keeps me going. I’ve always 
been passionate about airports, ever since I 
went on that field trip to Subang Airport when 
I was 15. 

 You’ve had 36 years’ experience in 
Malaysia Airports. Would you say 
you’ve had more good times or bad 
times? 
I have a good career.

 Have there been bad moments that 
might have caused you to skip a 
heartbeat or resulted in sleepless 
nights? 
 I never lose sleep (laughs); I always stay “KUL”. 
Sleep is important and necessary to rejuvenate 
the mind. 

 Of course there are lots of challenges.  
If there’s a problem I just wake up earlier so 
that I can start planning what to do. Whatever 
I’m faced with, I take a moment to give it deep 
thought. There’s always a solution.

 What is your best experience on the 
job? And the worst? 
 I would have to say the worst moment was 
when fire broke out in Subang Airport in 
1992. It gutted the terminal building and we 
lost three members of our staff. It happened on 
the second day of Hari Raya and I drove back 
all the way from Seremban. Everyone worked 
round the clock for three months to put the 
airport back in operation. (Shakes head) A fire 
is the worst threat for airports.

 I’ve had good moments. I cherish moments 
such as being part of team development and 
upgrading of the airport as well as being able 
to make friends on an international scale since 
airports are “international”.

 What makes you happiest at work? 
And what irks you?
 I’m not easily irked. Seriously, I’m a happy 
person. Happy sets the mood for me, so I don’t 
have bad days. 
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The launch was officiated by Australian 
High Commissioner, His Excellency Rod 
Smith. Other personalities included the 
representatives of The World of David 
Bromley sponsor, EcoWorld, Carol Chin, 
Chen Sue Ann and Soong May Hwa, 
and celebrities such as Tengku Chanela 
Jamidah and Najwa Mahiaddin. Upon 
arrival, the guests were ushered in to 
admire the paintings and works of David 
Bromley.

The ceremony kicked off with a welcome 
speech by KLAS CEO Datuk Gary 
Thanasan followed by the Australian High 
Commissioner who was then presented 
with a token of appreciation.

The event was made even more special 
with a video-recorded message by David 
Bromley himself. Subsequently, Tengku 
Chanela Jamidah and Najwa Mahiaddin 
were invited to give a few words on 
being the subject of KLAS’s commissioned 
works by Bromley and their thoughts. Later, 
Datuk Gary Thanasan accompanied the 
Australian High Commissioner to view the 
artist’s works.

Australian High Commissioner, His Excellency 
Mr Rodsmith delivering his opening speech Dr. Michael  Cloke, wife and Friends

Lydia Teoh, Nadya Tengku Naaim  
and Yazeed Dato’ KayoomTengku Chanela Jamidah admiring her portrait 

Joe Saiful and Roy IdrisMr. Ravendran and family

K
L Lifestyle Art Space (KLAS) hosted its 
inaugural David Bromley exhibition, 
on Aug 8. The exclusive launch of 
The World of David Bromley for art 
aficionados delved into the vibrant 

and ingenious realm of the ingenious artist. The 
exhibition which then opened to the public went 
on until Aug 30.

David Bromley is one of Australia’s leading 
and innovative artist. Over the past 20 years, 
Bromley’s work has gained widespread acclaim 
and notoriety in Australia and internationally. He 
has exhibited in nearly every continent including 
Asia, Europe, Africa and America. 

In his practice, Bromley has developed distinct 
themes and unique styles of painting; his best 
known are the nude female portraits and 
children’s series, but he often explores with 
various mediums and imagery that portray a 
certain whimsy. However diverse is his subject 
matter, Bromley’s work is enduringly figurative, 
daringly coloured and executed with a graphic 
intention that is striking and memorable.

The World of David Bromley Exhibition 
at  KL Lifestyle Art Space @ Jalan Utara

Datuk Gary Thanasan, Tengku Chanela Jamidah, Mr Rodsmith, Chen Sue Ann and Soong May Hwa  and Ms Carol Chin

Datuk Gary Thanasan, Najwa Mahiaddin and Mr Rodsmith

Pamela Cue and partnerMr Philip Kimpton and wife
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ROSA MALACCA
 Rustic Retreat at

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

212, Jalan Parameswara, 75000 Melaka, Malaysia.
Tel: +6 06 2819 888  |  www.rosa.com.my

N
estled in the heart of the 
historic city of Melaka, an 
establishment by the name 
of Rosa Malacca stands 
tall and proud, breaking 

away from the cultural norm that emanates 
from this old city. Owned by two young 
entrepreneurs whose wanderlust let them 
to discover the world, they brought back 
elements from countries they fell in love with 
and permeated it through their brainchild, 
Rosa Malacca. 

The prime location of this hotel is intended 
to offer its customers access to all local 
attractions and places of interest. Rosa 
Malacca is a breath of fresh, contemporary 
flair with an artistic touch. It is considered a 
modern industrial living space; an insider’s 
lifestyle retreat where serenity is proven the 
essence of the hotel experience. The hotel’s 
interiors resemble features of European 
architecture with minimalistic industrial 
décor and that classic red brick finish that 
everyone loves. 

Do not allow its simplistic façade fool you. 
Its mere lounge area will beguile you with 
its giant clocks that embellish the lounge 
walls. In addition, massive day-bed-like sofas 
and distinct throw pillows assimilate with its 
ambience.  Venturing upwards, you would 
have to take a lift to the first floor where 
the lobby is located. As the door of the lift 
opens, you would feel yourself catching your 
breath as you would have seemingly entered 
a different realm. You will be greeted by a 
mammoth of a bouquet of beautiful flowers, 
a friendly staff with a smile and an industrial, 
rustic surrounding.

We were mesmerised by the roofed 
courtyard on the right of the lobby. For a 
moment, we felt like we were in the streets of 
London by the open-air seating concept, LED 
lights deliberately hanging over us. Every 
nook and cranny of Rosa Malacca is an 
Instagram-worthy shot, drawing in millennials 
and couples alike.

Rosa Malacca is also home to the Bica & 
Co café which serves contemporary, health-
inspired European cuisine, encouraging 
its customers to consume daily doses of 
goodness during their stay.  What better 
way to spruce up your day than to indulge in 
a healthy yet delectable fare while basking 
in the natural sunlight streaming in the 
courtyard?

It recently dawned on us that choosing the 
perfect room is an indicator of the rest of 
your stay at any hotel. Lucky for us, our wise 
decision in opting for the Deluxe King room 

made our retreat one to be remembered. 
The interior of the room mimicked the vibe of 
the entire hotel, exuding a unique industrial 
ambience. The star of the show (or room) 
in our opinion is the colossal King-size 
bed big enough for a game of tug-of-war. 
The little details that we found endearing 
and ingenious were the custom-made 
Rosa logo as well as the names of historic 
landmarks in the city, ubiquitous, on almost 
every single item such as pillow, hanger, 
slippers and lamp. The owners envisioned 
the Rosa Malacca brand to be etched in 
your memory. Suffice to say, a stay at Rosa 
Malacca will guarantee your return soon.

Rosa Malacca is offering KL Lifestyle 
readers a special rate (promo code: 
ROSAMALACCA) when you book directly  
at rosa.com.my.

Waiting Lounge

Hallway Rosa Malacca’s Courtyard

The Rosa Brand

Facade

Aerial view of Rosa Malacca

Deluxe Twin Room
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SANGO
Crystal Crown Hotel Petaling Jaya, 

Lorong Utara A, Pjs 52,  
46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor

SAO NAM
 25, Tengkat Tong Shin, Bukit Bintang, 

50200 Kuala Lumpur

The Resort Cafe 
03 - 7495 2009 . Lobby Level,  
Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa
*Pork-Free Restaurant

Eight Gourmets Gala (EGG) 
017 948 8684 . Suite G-01, 
Ground Floor, Pinnacle Annexe,  
Persiaran Lagoon, Bandar Sunway,  
47500, Selangor 

Play Lounge 
64M, Jalan SS21/58, Damansara 
Utama, 47400, Petaling Jaya
Tel: +6011-3920 7568

Alexis the Bar Upstairs  
(partial smoking section) 
29A Jalan Telawi 3, Bangsar Baru, 
59100 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: +603 2284 2880 

Hubba Hubba Mont Kiara  
(partial smoking section) 
Level G, Seni Mont Kiara, 2A, 
Changkat Duta Kiara, 
50480 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: +6012 205 0442

The Berlin KL
208, Jalan Tun HS Lee,  
50000 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: +603-20222111

4, Jln Delima,kl

Sheraton Imperial Hotel

Hotel . Non-Halal . Private Dining

                Jasons Food Hall 
is a favourite with shoppers, as it 
offers an extensive range of fresh and 
international food brands.  
10am - 10pm daily.

Tel: 03-2117 3111

Tel: 03-2691 6599

Tel: 03-2782 3800

Tel: 03-2142 6636

Tel: 03-5633 2530

Tel: 03-6201 6553

Tel: 03-7730 0333

Tel: 03-2786 9333

03-8946 2333

03-2179 8082

10am - 10pm dayly

Tel: 03-2697 7662

Tel: 03-6211 7877

/ 2430 / 2431

Tel: 03-2697 9312

Tel: 03-8949 6288

Centre

03-2771 6773

03-4280 5666      Ampang Water Front

03-2143 1128      Jalan Bukit Bintang
Pavillion

03-2148 8744

03-2614 8056

03-2782 3875

03-7490 3838

012-399 0734

03-2333 1360

NON-SMOKING BAR
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Tao (chi)

03-2782 6000

The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5 Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin, 50000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

03-2785 8000
www.majestickl.com

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723 1000
Jalan Stesen Sentral

Nook (International), MAI Bar (Bar 
Menu), w xyz(SM) Bar (Cocktails & 
Snacks)    From RM270 - RM388
www.starwoodhotels.com/alofthotels

Philea Mines Beach Resort

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA
03-8787 3333

Degrees (Int), Traveller’s Bar & Grill, 
Palmz Lounge (Wn) .  From RM570++
www.samasamahotels.com

Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182 1234    Jalan Pinang
   KLCC    JP Teres (Malaysian), 
THIRTY8 (International), Poolside
From RM550 - RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

Seri Pacific Hotel Kuala Lumpur
03-4042 5555    Jalan Putra     PWTC    
Zende (Int’l), Kokufu (Jap), lounge to Chereza 
From RM198++ to RM3,000    B5
www.seripacifichotel.com

Istana Negara, Jalan Duta
Located along Jalan Duta, it is the of-
ficial residence of Malaysia’s king since 
Nov 11, 2011.  Influenced by both Is-
lamic and traditional Malay architecture, 
this unique structure is the latest addition 
to the country’s architectural wonders.

Raja Chulan

03-2020 5499 03-2267 1111

03-2718 6868

Makana Restaurant
03-20201708

Pullman Kuala Lumpur

03-2162 2233

Flavours Restaurant (Int’l), Green 
Treats Delicatessen (Int’l), T@ste 6 
Restaurant (Int’l) . From470+

Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa

Tamarind Springs
03-4256 9300  .  Jalan 1 Taman 
Tun Abdul Razak, Ampang
Halal . Fine Dining

Tatsu Japanese Restaurant
03-2782 6118     Ampang Park 
InterContinental Hotel 
Halal . Casual Dining . C9

Nobu Kuala Lumpur
03-2164 5084  .  Menara 3 Petronas
Persiaran KLCC  .  Fine Dining

Fukuya Restaurant
03-2144 1022  .  9, Jalan Delima,  
Imbi, Kuala Lumpur .  Casual Dining

Haru Japanese Restaurant
03-2011 8783  .  124A, Jalan Kasah, 
Medan Damansara .  Casual Dining

Yuzu
03-2284 7663  .  The Gardens,  
Mid Valley City .  Casual Dining

The St. Regis Kuala Lumpur
03-2727 1111  .  Jalan Stesen Sentral 2, 
Kuala Lumpur Sentral .  From RM850

Hotel Capitol Kuala Lumpur
03-21437000  .  Jalan Bulan Off  
Jalan Bukit Bintang  
.  www.capitol.com.my

Kokufu
Sri Pan Pacific KL
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Galeri Tenaga
Wisma TNB, Jalan Timur, Petaling Jaya
Tel : +603-2296 5566 
Fax : +603-2282 3274
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday : 10 am – 3 pm.

University of Malaya Art Gallery (UMAG)
Tingkat 5, Bangunan Canseleri, Universiti Malaya, Petaling Jaya
Tel: 03-79671061
Opening Hours: 9.00am to 4.00pm
Closed on: Saturday and Sunday

KL Lifestyle Art Space
31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia

Tel: +603 2093 2668, +603 2094 2668 
 Email: info@mediate.com.my

Open Monday - Friday, 10am - 7pm
(Closed on Weekends and Public Holidays)

Bank Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery Sasana Kijang 
No. 2, Jalan Dato Onn, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
Opening Hours: 10am to 6pm daily
For Enquiries Call: 03-9179 2784

Craft Complex 
03- 2164 8344
 Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. • 

Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik 
printing and pottery from the 13 states 
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. 
• E9 FREE

Telekom Museum
03-2031 9966
 Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan 

• Displays interesting exhibits of 
  telephones and evolution of their 
  designs over the years. 
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays 
• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad Building
 Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan 

Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big 
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and 
heritage building is well known for its 
Moghul architecture dating back to 
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme 
Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers 
03- 2615 8188

 KLCC • KL City Centre • The 
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped 
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is 
open to visitors between 9am-7pm 
daily, closed on Monday • D8

6.00pm .  F4

03-2274 6542

03-2092 1150

MUSEUMS

RM 32 for adults and RM11 for children  
3 to 12 years old

03-2267 1111

03-2331 7007

03-2094 1222

03-2693 0191

Berjaya Times Square Theme Park
1 Jalan Imbi, Level 5 & 7, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2117 3118

Sunway Lagoon Theme Park
3 Jalan Pjs 11/11, Bandar Sunway,  
Petaling Jaya . Tel: 03-5639 0000

Genting Highlands Theme Park
Genting Highlands Resort
Tel: 03-2718 1118

District 21
Level 1, IOI City Mall, Putrajaya
Tel: 03-8328 8888
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TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
2A Putra World Trade Centre, Level 2, 45, Jalan Tun Ismail, 50480 Kuala Lumpur.  Tel: 03-4041 1295
4C Malaysia Tourism Centre (MTC), 109 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.

Tel: 03-2164 3929
2E Stesen Sentral Kuala Lumpur, Lot 21, Level 2, Arrival Hall, Kuala Lumpur City Terminal,

Stesen KL Sentral, 50050 Kuala Lumpur.  Tel: 03-2274 3135

i

PLACES OF INTEREST
1C ASEAN Sculpture Garden
4D Bintang Walk
1D Bird Park
3C Bukit Nanas
2D Butter�y Park
2D Central Market
3D Chinatown
2D Dataran Merdeka
2D Dayabumi Complex
1D Deer Park
1C Experimental Theatre

1D Hibiscus Garden
2E Istana Negara (National Palace)
5C Kompleks Budaya Kraf
2C Masjid Jamek
3D Maybank Numismatic Museum
3C Menara Kuala Lumpur
3A National Art Gallery
5C National Heritage Trust
2D National History Museum
4A National Library
1C National Monument
2D National Mosque

1E National Museum
1E National Planetarium
3A National Theatre
1D Orchid Garden
1D Panggung Anniversari
2C Selangor Club
3E Stadium Merdeka
3D Stadium Negara
2D Sultan Abdul Samad Building
1D Tun Abdul Razak Memorial
2C Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra 

Memorial

MUSEUMS
5B ArtCase Galleries
5B ArtFolio Galleries
2C Bank Negara Money Museum
3A Biomedical Museum

5B Galleriwan 
2D Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia
2D Islamic Exhibition Centre
5A Malaysian Armed Forces Museum
5C MISC Museum

5A Royal Malaysian Air Force Museum
1D Royal Malaysian Police Museum
3C Telekom Museum
1D Tun Abdul Razak Memorial

BUS, TAXI, RAILWAY 
STATIONS, POST OFFICE

5B AAM (Automobile Association 
of Malaysia)

2D General Post O�ce
2E KL Sentral (main transport terminal)

2D Klang Bus Station
2E Kuala Lumpur Railway Station
4C Malaysia Airlines
2B Medan Mara Bus Station
2A Pekeliling Bus Station
3D Puduraya Bus & Taxi Station

2A Putra Bus Stand
2D Tra�c Polis HQ

STAR LRT Station
PUTRA LRT Station

HOSPITALS
3D Chinese Maternity Hospital

3A Kuala Lumpur Hospital
3A National Heart Institute

2D Tanglin Dispensary
3D Tung Shin Hospital

EMBASSIES
4B Australia
4B Bolivia
5B Britain
5B Finland

5B France
5D Indonesia
5C Japan
5D Kuwait
3C Mexico

4C New Zealand
3B Pakistan
5C Philippines
5C Singapore
5B United States of America

HOTELS
4D Agora Hotel
4D Allson Genesis Hotel
4D Berjaya Times Square Hotel
4D Bintang Warisan Hotel
3A Brisdale Hotel
1D Carcosa Seri Negara
4D Cardogan
5B Centra Hotel & Apartments
XX Champagne
3C Chamtan
3D China Town Inn
3A City Villa Kuala Lumpur
4C Concorde Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
4D Corona Inn Kuala Lumpur
5B Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur
4C Crown Plaza Mutiara Hotel
5B Crown Princess Kuala Lumpur
5D Dorsett Regency

Kuala Lumpur
2A Dynasty Hotel Kuala Lumpur
4D Emerald
3C Eastern
2A Elegant Inn
4D Federal Hotel Kuala Lumpur
2A First Business Inn
4D Fortuna Hotel
3D Furama Hotel
3C Garden City
2A Grand Central Hotel
2B Grand Centrepoint Hotel
2B Grand Continental Hotel

2A Grand Paci�c Hotel
4D Grand Plaza Parkroyal
3A Grand Seasons Hotel
3C Hotel Champagne
4C Hotel Equatorial

Kuala Lumpur
4B Hotel Grand Maya
3D Hotel Grand Olympic

Kuala Lumpur
4C Hotel Istana
3E Hotel Malaya
5E Hotel Maluri
3E Hotel Midah
5B Hotel Nikko Kuala Lumpur
4D Hotel Nova
2A Hotel Putra
4D JW Marriott Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
3D Katari Hotel
4C KL Lodge Hotel
2C Kowloon Hotel
1E Kuala Lumpur Hilton
3A Kuala Lumpur International Hotel
1E Le Meridien
4D Malaysia
3E Mandarin Court Kuala Lumpur
4B Mandarin Oriental

Kuala Lumpur
3D Mandarin Paci�c Hotel
4D Melia Kuala Lumpur
5B Micasa Hotel
3E Mirama Hotel
4D Orkid Hotel

2C Palace Hotel
3B Paradise B&B
2B Prescott Inn
3D Puduraya Hotel
2B Quality Hotel City Centre
3C Renaissance Kuala Lumpur
2B Residence Hotel
4D Royale Bintang
4C Shangri-La Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
3B Sheraton Imperial

Kuala Lumpur
3B Stanford Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5B Sucasa Service Apartments
3D Swiss-Garden Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
3D Swiss-Inn Kuala Lumpur
4D The Coronade Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
2E The Heritage Station Hotel
2A The Legend Hotel
2A The Pan Paci�c Hotel 

Kuala Lumpur
2B The Plaza Hotel Kuala Lumpur
4D The Regent Kuala Lumpur 
5D The Ritz-Carlton
2A Vistana Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5E Wenworth Hotel
4D Westin Hotel
2A Wira Hotel Kuala Lumpur
2E Wisma YMCA
3D YWCA
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To Petaling Jaya

Ipoh & North
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Grand Seasons Hotel

Mandarin Oriental 
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Olympic Kuala
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Apartments
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Kuala Lumpur
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Equatorial

Kuala
Lumpur
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Kuala Lumpur
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Malaysia
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Kuala Lumpur
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Kuala LumpurWestin

Hotel

The
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Berjaya Times
Square Hotel

Vistana Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

Wenworth
Hotel

Hotel
Maluri

Orkid
Hotel

Concorde Hotel Kuala Lumpur
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KUALA LUMPUR

ENTERTAINMENT/SHOPPING
5B Ampang Park Complex
5B Ampang Plaza
4D Berjaya Times Square
3A Big A Supermarket
4D Bukit Bintang Plaza
2C Campbell Shopping Complex
5B City Square
2C Coliseum Restaurant
2E Duty Free Emporium

4D Imbi Plaza
3D S & M Plaza
4D Shaw Parade
4D Kuala Lumpur Plaza
3D Kota Raya
4D Lot 10
3D Mydin Emporium
4D Pavilion Cinema
2B Pertama Complex
4D Pudu Cinema

5E Pudu Plaza
2A Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC)
2C Sogo
5E Star Cinema
4D Star Hill
4D Sun Complex
4D Sungei Wang Plaza
4B Suria KLCC
2A The Mall
4C The Weld



 

Getting around in Kuala Lumpur 
is easy. The transit systems 
are efficient, taxis are plenty 
and buses are cheap. The public 
transportation usage peak 
hours are from 7am to 9am and 
4.30pm to 6.30pm during the 
working days.

        By Transit systems
The KL monorail and LRT coaches are 
air-conditioned and comfortable and 
run from 6am to midnight. The systems 
are connected to each other at several 
points and the network covers most parts 
of the city. Fares range from RM0.90 to 
RM2.80 per single journey.

        By Taxis
Taxis are easily available at hotels or at 
taxi stands. Fares start at RM3 for the first 
kilometre and RM0.25 for every 115 
metres thereon. There is a 50% surcharge 
on the metered fare from midnight to 
6am and a baggage charge of RM2 per 
piece stored in the boot. There is also an 
additional RM1 for 3rd passenger (maxi-
mum 4 in a car). For an extra charge of 
RM2, you can book a taxi by phone.

        By Ecovans
Ecovans can accommodate up to 5 
passengers. They serve mainly guests at 
major hotels and follow the fare structure 
of taxis but charge RM4 instead of RM2 
for the first kilometre.

        By Buses
Buses serve all parts of Kuala Lumpur with 
fares beginning from RM1. Some hotels 
also offer free bus shuttle services to major 
shopping malls in the city. 

        KL Hop-on/Hop-off Bus Service 
Links you to 40 attractions around the 
city with 22 designated stops. 8.30am 
to 8.30pm. Ticket: RM38 with discounts 
for locals, senior citizens, students and 
children. 03-2691 1382

GETTING TO THE AIRPORT

        KLIA Ekspres: The journey takes 
about 30 minutes from KL Sentral and the 
fare is RM35 per person per way. There 
is also check-in facility at KL Sentral for 
some airlines.

        Taxi: The fare from the city centre to 
the airport is RM90 – RM120 per taxi.

        Eco Transit: Eco Transit can accom-
modate up to 5 adults and has a fixed 
fare of RM130/ trip.

        Limousine: Can be arranged with 
the hotel concierge and fare range from 
RM100 – RM200.

COACHES TO KLIA AND/OR LCCT

• Airport Coach - +603-6203 3067
• Sky Bus - +6016-217 6950
• Aerobus - +603-3344 8828
• The Star Shuttle - +603-4043 8811

TRANSPORTATION

        Air Travel
• Kuala Lumpur International Airport
   +603-8776 2000
• Domestic Airport - Subang 
   +603-7845 3245
• Kuala Lumpur City Air Terminal
   +603-2267 8000

        Domestic Airlines
• MAS +603-2161 0555
• MAS Reservation Number
  +603-8890 3702
• AirAsia +603-2171 9333
• Berjaya Air +603-7847 1338
• FireFly +603-7845 4543
• Malindo Air +603-7841 5388

        Rail
• KL Sentral 03-2274 7435
• KLIA Ekspres 03-2267 8000
• KTM 03-2267 1200
• Rapid KL 03-7885 2585
• KL Monorail 03-2273 1888

        Car Rental
• Galaxy Asia 012-368 0117
• AVIS +603-5885 2300
• ORIX Auto +603-9284 7799
• Eazy Peezy +6011-1166 6545
• WS Rent-A-Car 03-4256 6999

        Taxis
• Sunlight Cab +603-9200 1166
• Public Cab +603-6259 2929
• MyTeksi +601-300-80-5858
• Saujana Teksi +6011-1929 0976
• Grab Malaysia +601-300-80-5858

Emergency Services
• KL Tourist Police (24 hours) 
   03-2166 8322
• Police & Ambulance 
   999 or 112 (mobile phones)
• Fire & Rescue 994
• KL City Council 03-2691 6011

Tourism Offices
• Ministry Of Tourism Malaysia
   +60 3-2161 5161
• Pusat Pelancongan Malaysia (MATIC)
   +60 3-9235 4827
• Tourism Malaysia +603-8891 8000
• Melaka +60 6-288 1549
• Putrajaya Tourism Malaysia State Office
   +60 3-2615 8188
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For enquiries:

KLAS, 31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
LYDIA TEOH +60192609668     SHAMILA +60193337668     info@mediate.com.my

..

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2017

KHALIL IBRAHIM  Pantai Dasar Sabak, 2004 Acrylic on canvas 59 x 69.5 cm RM 17,000 - RM 35,000

SALE XXIX

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS
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